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P R E F A C t. 



THE extraordinarf rev^ution #Hiclr 
this nation happily ocpcrienccd, both 
in it3 religious and political principles, by 
the reftoraiion of Charles the Second, natu- 
rally produced a change as forking and as 
iudderf, in the minds and manners of the 
people 

Extremes of aH kinds tend to promote 
theit opp6fitcs.-^-Hcnc^, the bigotry of Fa- 
naticifm became thefountcof Irreligioh ; arid 
the difguft arifing from a furfcit of puritanic 
2eal, drove weak minds into that chaos of 
liccntidufiiefs, mifcalled free- thinking. Mirth 
A 2 and 
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EDITOR'S PREFACE, 

and wit, both which had been anathematized 
during the gloomy interregnum of Cromf- 
well*s ufurpation, broke forth, like light, 
with the returning fun of royalty. Exiled 
with the Monarch, they accompanied him 
home again ; but, like him alfo, unreformed 
by chaftifement, and untutored by adverfity. 
Sermons and homilies gave place to Shaftef- 
bury's Charaderiftics ; myftic hymns were 
exchanged for wanton fonnets; and the 
ftateiy romance 'refignecl its ftation in tiie 
female library, to the grofs effufioris of amo- 
rous riohfenfe ; which was, at that era, firft 
introduced into' thefe kingdoms, under the 
more modern title of Novels, 

Decency and good fenfe, the natural cha- 
rafteriftics of the Englifli, though for a time 
inebriated with joy on the reftoration of Re- 
ligion. Liberty and Law, at length fhook off 
the fafcinating flumber ; 

« Then Shame regained the poft that Wit betray'd, 
** And Virtue called Oblivion to her aid.** 

Accord- 
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EDITOR'S PREFACE. 

Arcordingly, moft of the literiary produc- 
tion$ of thofe days, are now forgotten, with 
^ir authors ; and the ^w that remain, par** 
ticularly of the Novel kind, have long bccii 
profcribed to the Youth of Great-Britain, hjr 
every feiifible Parent and Preceptor. 
, Yet all young niinds require a certain fupt 
ply of entertainment, as well as the body of 
nutriment V both which, if not properl^ji 
provided,, will anxiouEy be fought after* i 
and writings of the moft dangerous tendency, 
conveyed through the vehicle of an amiifing, 
w interefting ftory,, like the moft unwhole^ 
ibme viands,., if rendered palatable^ will be 
fwallowed with avidity, by the unformed, 
tafte and unexperienced judgment of our 
youth. of bothfexcs.. 

Prejudices,, as, well as difeafes, contrafted 
in our early agc^ are- always moft difficult to 
be eradicated.. They become our fecpnd 
nature,. 

^ Grow with our growth, and ftrcngthcn with 
oiir ftrength." 
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EDITOR'^ PREFACE. 

An attention, therefore, to the amufement^, 
as well as to the ftudies neceffary to the form- 
ing of ypung minds to virtue, i;5 doubtlefs an 
indilpenfibleduty, in thofe who arc. intruftcd 
with the important province of education. 

To fuch, then, the Editor of the following 
Work more particularly addreffes hericlf, 
whether diftinguifhed as Parents, Guardians^ 
or Preceptors ; and as the fole pwrpofc of 
this Compilation is to unite the utile dulci^ by 
feledbing fome of the beft Novels now extant, 
ajid framing them into a Colleftion, in which 
no writing tending towards immorality or 
indecency fliall obtain a place, (he flatters 
herfelf that the publication of thefe Pieces 
will be favourably received by the Public. 

Upon this fubjeft may be fairly quoted 
the learned biihop Huct ; who,, in a let- 
ter addreffed to M. de Segrais,. author of 
Zayde^ and other works of the fame kind, 
fpeaking of Romances in general (the term 
J^ovel not having been then adopted into the 

French 
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EDITOR'S PREFACE. 

French language), fays, " To which let mc 
^* add, that nothing quickens the mind fo 
** much, or conduces more to the forming 
*< and finiihing it, than good Romances.. 
** They are a fort of filent inftrudors, that 
" take us up juft where the Schools leave us, 
^* teaching us to think, fpcak, and live, 
" after a method more edifying and per- 
" fuafive, than what is taught or pradifed 
" there j and to which Horace's compliment 
" upon the Iliad may be jufty applied, That 
" morality is more effeilually recommended by 
" them^ than by all the precepts of the moji able 
" Fhilofophersr 

It is the intention of the Editor to carry 
this Work as far back as the origin of this 
fpecles of writing in England ; which has 
already been remarked to have taken its rife 
in the reign of Charles the Second -, and the 
progrefs which our language has made to- 
■ wards its prefent elegance, fince that era, will 
afford an amuffng fpeculation to the critical 
^ 4 Reader i 
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EDITOR'S PREFACE, 

Reader. This muft be her apology for 
die deficiency o£ ftilc, in feme of thfe fol- 
lowing Novels ; as all fhe thought incumbent 
on her to interfere in, being to correA or 
cancel improper paflages, or to clear up 
obfcuritics in the text or language, by giving 
a different turn to the thought or expreflion. 
To have done any thing more^ Would have 
1)een to re-writCy or to tranflate^ not to revtfe ^, 
which latter is all that the Title- Page en- 
gages for.. 

From thefe united reafons, the Editor hopes « 
that thefe volumes may be thought worthy, 
of a place in the moft feleft libraries ; andi 
that, while they contribute equally to the, 
amufement* of the adult, and the improve- 
ment of the young, they may alfo ferve to. 
refcue the Authors of this fpecies of writings, 
as well as their works, both from reproof 
and contempt. 

E. GRIFFITH. 

To 
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CHARACTER of ZAYDE, 

A NO 

ANECDOTES oy its AUTHOR, 
BY THE EDITOR. 



THE fdlowittg ^debrated .Novel of Zayde5 
was written originally in French, by the 
ingenious Monfieur de Segrais *, about the year 
a684» which is much about die era when this 



* Monfieur de Segrais was born at Caen ia Komandy, ' 
in the year 1614. He became an orphan very young> 
^iithout patrimonTf or otber means of fttbfiftence> and 
incumbered with four brothers and two (iftersy left like- 
wife in the, fame helplefs fituation. He happily pofleflcd a 
natural turn for Poetry» which he exerctfed in federal 
pieces with fbch fuccefs^ that with the help of other 
writings^, it enabled him not only to (upport, but provide 
fatf this Qjumerous. family, before his death, without any 
manner of aififtance from themfelves. 

Thebeft of his poetical compofitions were, a colledion, 
intttled Diverfcs PoeGes j Athis, a Paftoral ; and a Tranfla- 
tion of Virgil's BucoFics, Georgics, and JEneid. He pub- 
lilhcd feveral profe writings alfo, on different fubjedts, but 
principally Romances and Novels ; which are allowed to 
lunre fuch merit, that they ha^ve been deemed a fkindard 
by the Critics, ever flnce. 

I have mentioned thefe particulars of the Author's pri- 
vate life, becaufe I know that Readers always perufe a work 
vrith more pleafure and indulgence, when prepofleifed in 
CaTour of the mor*il character of the Writer. . 

kmd 
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CHARACTER cp ZAYDE, &a 

kind of Compodtion was firft introduced into Eng-- 
land. At thkt period the ancient romances began 
to decline, all over Europe ; but the pompous ftile 
of writing peculiar to thofe profe Epics, was not 
{i} immediately laid afide, by the authors of other 
nations, as by thofe of our own, from the fudden 
change, both cf the minds and manners of the 
£ngliih, sSikAtd to in die general Pri&face prefixed 
to this volume. 

Hence the following Piece retains, in fome de-*. 
gree, both the refinement of manners, and dig- 
nity of feiitiment^ of that fpecies of writing, which 
was then defcending in France by flow gradations, 
to the more ea^ and natural ftile of our late and 
prcfent Novelifts. The fcene is laid at the court 
of Leon, and the Dramatis Perfonae are all of the 
higheft xank*: -their adventures, though extraordi- 
nary, are probable ; and their fentiments elevated^ 
without being extravagant* 

J.ihall conclude the accourit of this Piec/?, with 
a paflage from the learned M. Huet, already 
fiientioned in the general Preface, in his letter to 
the Author, upon the fubjed now before us : *• As 
** for you, fir, fince it is true, as I have made it 
^^ appear, and as Plutarch afiTures us, that there is 
<< no charm can captivate the foul of man, fo 
^^ efie£tually, as the contexture of a Fable well 
'* invented and related, what fuccefs may you not 
** promife }Ourfelf from Zayde, wherein the ad- 
<< ventures are fo new and moving, and thenariiau* 
« tionfojuft and politer" 
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PART I. 



THE natives of Spain, who, open the Irrupdon 
of the Moors, fled into the Anurias, having 
founded the kingdom of Leon, and thofe who 
retired to the Pyrenees that of Navarre, the earldoms 
of Barcelona and Arragon being alfo erefted, the do- 
minion of the Infidels began at length to be fhaken OlF ; 
and in a hundred and fifty years after their entrance, 
the greater part of Spain was delivered from their 
tyranny, 

Among all th« Chriftian princes then reigning, none 
was fa confiderable as Alphonib, king of Leon, fur- 
named the Great, whofe predecefTors had added Caflilo 
to their crown. This province was at firft commanded 
by governors, who in length of time had rendered 
their government hereditary ; and it was apprehended 
VoJL. I. » thejr 

Digitized byLjOO^lC 



2 ^ :Z A y D E. Part I. 

they defigned to ereft themfelves into fovereign 
prince^. They were Itiled counts of Caftile ; the moft 
j>owerfttI of them were Diego Porccttes, and Nagnez 
Fernando ; of whom the laft was formidable for his 
large eftate^ and the .g reatnef s c£ lus -i^iritr Hk cMl- 
/Itten alTo contributed to eJfaWiJh his intereft, and to 
increafe it. He had one fon, and an only daughter, of 
extraordinary beauty : his fon, who was called Gon- 
falvo, had none who could in the leaft be compared 
with him in the whole kingdom ; and there was fome- 
thing'fij admiraWdin his wit and perfoil, that he ftemed 
to be fbrmed in a manner diiFerenr fl*Dm the re'ft of 
his fex. 

' Being obliged by important reafons to withdraw from 
the court of Leon, the inexpreffible 'ill ufage he had 
fuftained there, made him refolve alfo to leave his 
country, atid hide himleTf in Tome oblciire retreat. 
With this intention h» wen^to tke coaft of Catalonia, 
in order to embkf k in the firH vefTel which failed to ojie 
of the ifland* of Greece. The Ir t tte nuike h e took of 
any thing as he pafTed, made him frequently fall into 
other roads than what had been diredled him ; and in- 
ftead of crofling the Eber at Tortofa, as he had been 
inftrudled to do^ he kept on by the fide of it as far as 
the mouth of the river. He perceived then he had gone 
out of his way very mit^h, and enquiring after a boat, 
was anfwercd, there were no- boats to be had at that 
place ; but there was a fmall harbour juft by, where he 
might find fome to carry him to Tarragona. He rode 
on to the harbour, and alighting, aflced fome fifhermen 
if there were any floops ready to put oiF. 

As he fpoke to them, a man who was walking pen- 
fively on the fhore, furprifed at his beauty and graceful 
air, flopped to obferve him ; and having underftocd* 
what it was he enquired of the fiihermcn, called out 
and told him the boats were all fjiiled, and woidd not 
return till to-morrow, and that he conld not embark 
till the day after. Gonfalvo^ whohad notdifcemed him 
4 . before'. 
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Part I. Z A Y D *• |- 

before, turned his head to fee whence the voice came, 
which he thought was very unlike that of a fifherman's, 
and was afldnifhed at the fine mien of this unknown, 
as the other had bees at his. He perceived a certain 
greatnefs, and even beauty in his aipeft, though he 
had evidenfly pafTed his prime. Gonfalvo was fcarcely 
in a condition to lifkn to any thing but his own thoughts ; 
5^et the meeting tliis ftranger in fo folitary a place, drew 
from him feme attention ; he thanked him for informing 
lum In what he defired to know, and then a&ed the 
fishermen where he might get lodging for the night. 
Here are only thefe hutts which you fee, replied the 
ftranger, and you can have no conveniencies there. — I 
fhall go thither, however, anfwered Goi>falvo, and try 
to get (bme repofe ; I have travelled feveral days with- 
oat taking reft, and am very fenfible my body ftands in 
need of more than niy mind is willing to allow it. 
The other was touched with the forrowful manner in 
which he uttered thefe few words ; and made no queftion 
but he who fpoke them was fome unfortunate perfon. 
The conformity which feemed to be between both their 
conditions, gave him that fort of inclinatioa to Gon- 
falvo, which we have towards thofe whofe difpoiitions 
and circumftances we believe are/ the fame as our own. 

You will find no enter:ainment fit for you there^ 
faid the Ilrangej* again ; but if you will accept the 
lodging I can fupply you with, behind that wood, you 
will be better accommodated than in thefe hutts.— 
Gonfalvo had fuch an averfipn for the fociety of men» 
that at firft he refufed the offer ; "but the preffing intre^ 
ties, of the other, and his want of repoie, conftxained 
him at laft to comply. 

He followed his unknown hoft, and had not gone 
far before he difcovercd a very low houfe, built after a 
plain jmodel, yet handfbme and regular. The court- 
yard was fenced only with pales, as well as the garden, 
which was parted from the wood by a fmall rivulet. If 
itdiad been pofUble for Gonfalvo to take comfort in an/ 
B z things 
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4' Z A Y D E. Part I. 

thing, the agreeable fituatidn of this dwelling would 
Kave given him pleafure. He afecd the ftrangcr if this 
was his common habitation, and whether he was led to 
it by accident or choice. — It is now, anfwered he, four 
or five years that I have lived here. I never go out, 
imlefs to take a walk by the fea-fide ; and in all this 
time, I can a/Ture you, I have not found one whom I 
could converfe with beiide yourfelf. The ftorms in- 
deed often fplit veflcls upon this coafl, which is very 
dungerous ; and I have faved the lives of ieveral, whom 
I . haye carried home to my dwelling ; but all whom 
fortune has hitherto brought in my way have been 
foreigners, with whom I could have no converfation, if 
I had ddired it. For though by the place of my abode 
you may think I am very far from aife^ng' company, 
yet I proteft the fight of fuch a perfon as yourfelf gives 
me a wonderful delight. 

For my part> (aid Gonfalvo, I fhun all mankind; 
a«d have fo much reafon to fhun them, that if you 
knew it, you would not wonder it was with fuch diffi- 
culty I accepted your invitation ; on the contrary, you 
will think, after the injuries I have received from them, 
1 ought to renounce all fociety for ever. — If you can 
complain only of other men, anfwered the ilranger, and 
have no reafon to reproach yourfelf, there are fome 
who are niore unhappy than you, and you are lefs 
miferable than you imagine. The perfediion of misfor- 
tune, continued be paffionately, is for a man to have 
csvufe to complain of himfelf ; to have been unreafbn- 
able and unjuft ; and in a word, to have been himfelf 
thje author of thofe calamities under which he fuffers. — 
I am fenfible, replied Gonfalvo, you feel the evils of 
which you fpe<.k 5 but how different are they which » 
man feels when, without having deferved it, he is de- 
ceived, betrayed, and forfaken by all he moft dearly 
loved ? — As far as I can judge, faid the ftranger, yon 
have left your country, to fly from fome who have be- 
xniyed you, and who are the caufe of your miferies 5 
z but 
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bot imagine what yoo would endure, if you were con- 
drained to be continually with thofe perfons who arc the 
pkigxxe and torment of your life. Confider this is my 
condition ; that I have procured afl my own affli^on^^ 
and can never be feparated froift him for whom I have . 
fb much horror, and fo defervedly, not only on account 
of what I fuffer, btit for what fhe fuffef s whom I Idved 
beyond my life.— It would be well enough with me, 
afied Gonfalvo, if I could bkeme nobody more than my- 
felf; you think you are unhappy^ becaofe you have 
reafbn to hate yourfelf ; but if you have be'enf fincerely 
loved by her whom you admired, is- not diat fuffitient to 
make you happy ? Perhaps you loft her through your 
Own fault ; but you have at leaft the confolation of re- 
•flefting that (he once loved you, iand that fhe wodd ftiH 
have loved you, if you had done nothing to difoblige 
lier ; you never truly knew what h is to love, if this 
thought alone does not prevent your being miferable 5 
and you love yourfelf much ^better than your miftrefs, 
if you would chufc to have occaiion to complain of her, 
rather than yourfelf. — The little (hare you had m caufing 
your own diftrefles, anfwered the"ftranger, niakes you 
not comprehend what an aggravation it would be, to 
kave drawn them upon yourfelf; but let my fad ex- 
perience convince you, that to lofe, through one's own 
fault, her whom one loves, is an afHidion which pierces 
deeper than any. • 

* A* he ended thcfe words, they arrived at thfe houiev 
which Gonfalvo found was as neat within as without^ 
He was very reftlefs all the night ; and in the morning 
a fever broke out, and came on fo violently, that they 
were in pain for his life. The ftranger was extremely 
grieved, and his concern was encreafed by the admira- 
tion which he conceived from all Gonfalvo's words and 
a^ons. He had an inexpreffible defire to know who he 
was who appeared to be fo extraordinary a perfon ; hi 
put feveral queftions to his fervant, but the ignorance 
he was in as to Gonfalvo*s name and quality, made him 
B 3 incapable 
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.iiK»pabk orfetisfying his curk)fi4fy. Heoaly told )iim, 
his mafter made hhnfcif be cali'd Tlieodoricy butJic 
did-Aot believe tliat was his tr»e name. Aft>er the fever 
iad contin«ed fkvtttl days, medicines and the vigour of 
yomh putGonfalvo out of danger. The ilranger en- 
-deavoured all he could to divert him from melancholic 
imaginations, with which he faw he was overwhelmed, 
and never ilirred ifrom him ; and though they talked 
.6nly of indifferent matters, becaufe they were mutually 
unknown, yef they furprifed one another witt the dig^ 
nity of both dieir minds . 

The granger had concealed his name and birth ever 
fince he had been in that folitude; but confeffed thea 
freely to Gonfalvo* He told him, he was of the king- 
dom of Navarre, and w^s called Alphonfo Ximenes, 
^nd that his misfortunes had obliged him to ieek oat -B. 
.retreat, where he might be at liberty to lament hislofs* 
Gonfalvo was ftruck at the name of Ximenes, who he 
knew was one of the itioit celebrated perfons in Navarre $ 
and the conEdence Alphonfo had repofed in him fo 
-affeded him, thtat whatever reafbn he had to hate man^ 
kind, he could not help conceiving a friendihip for hin^, 
^£ which he did not imagine iiimfelf any longer capable. 

In the mean time his health came forward ; and as 
fo&a as he was recovered enough to bear going on board, 
jhe perceived he could not; leave Alphonfo without re*- 
lo^ance. He ipoke to him about departing, and of ht« ' 
jdeiign to retire to fome fblitude* Alphonfo was furpri- 
fed at it, and greatly concerned, and having been ao 
cuftomed to the pleafure of Gonfalvo's converfation, the 
thoughtof loting him^gave him much uneaiinefs* At 
^ft he told him he was not yet in a condition to travel; 
and afterwards endeavoured to perfuade Jiim not to feek 
put any other defart, than that where fortune had now 
thrown him. 

• I dare not flatter myfelf, faid he, that I (hall be able 
to render this abode lefs- iikCoau^ to you ; but I imagine* 
that in fo long a retirement as you prqpofe to make, it 

may 
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iRay be fome Felief not to be wholly alone. My mif* 
fortunes were beyood admitt^g confolation $ yet I be-» 
licve it would have yielded me ibme fuppoxt, if in fome 
certain moments I had. had one with mc to have heard 
iny complaints^ You wUl here enjoy the fame ioKtude 
as in thofe places whither you defign to go ; and you 
ivill have this advantage^ that whenever you axe inclin- 
ed, you may talk to a man, who has an uncommon ad- 
miration of your merit, and whofe feniibility of your 
ibrrows is equal to what he has of his own* 

Alphonfo -s difcourfe made at firfl no impreflion upon 
i/onfalvo, but by degrees it funk in upon- his mind ; 
and-the confideratipn of having a retreat private from 
all company, and the friendfliip he had for AIphonfo» 
determined him to continue, there. The only thing 
which embarraffed him, was his fear of being difcover- 
ed. But Alphonib encouraged him by his owli ex- 
ample, and.told him, the place was fo difl'ant from all 
commerce,, that during the many years, of his retirement 
he had never feen one perfon who could know him. 
Gonfalvp yielded to his reafon^, and after they had faid 
all that two of the noblell perfons in the world, who re- 
vived to live together, could exprefs, he fent fome 
jewels. to a merchant of Tarragona, in order to fupply 
hirafeif with what things he wanted. Thus was Oon- 
falvo fixed in this folitude, with a refolution never to 
ibrfake it, abandoned wholly to the contemplation of his 
misfortunes, for which he found no other comfort than 
to believe he could fuffer no more. But Fortune con- 
idnced him that fhe can find' out even in defarts a man 
whom fhe has refolved to perfecute. 

Towards the latter end of autumn, when the wind* 
begin to make^ the fea dangerous, he walked out earlier 
one morning than ufual ; there had been a dreadful ilorm 
in the night, and the (ba, which was fHU agitated, 
agreeably foothed his thoughts : he confidered a-whil9 
the jiiconftancy of that element, with the fame reflec- 
tions he had been acculkuned to make upon his own 
B 4 fortune. 
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lottutie. He altrrwards cail his eyes upon the fliore^ 
and feeing feveral Warks, of the ruins of a Hoop, he look- 
ed about to obferve whether there were any peribn yet 
in a condition to receive fnccour. The fun, which was 
jifing, difcovered to his fight fomething fhining, which 
lie could not at firft diitinguifh, and which gave him the 
curiofity to draw nearer to it. As he approached it, he 
perceived it was a woman magnificently habited lying 
on the fand, and who feemed to have been thrown there 
by the tcmpcft. She lay in fuch a manner that he could 
n^t fee her face ; he raifed her up to difcover whether 
ihe was living ; bat how was he afloniihedy when he be- 
held, amidft the horrors of death, the moft perfed beauty 
he had ever feen. This increaied his compaifion, and 
made him wifh fo lovely a perfoft might be capable of 
relief, in this moment Alphonfo, who had followed Jiim . 
by chance, drew near and affiled him in his pious ofiicef 
of humanity; nor was their care in vain.: they per- 
ceived ihe was not yet dead ; and as they knew ihe had 
occafion for more help than they could give her upon the 
naked ihore, and they were not far from their owa 
dwelling, they refolved to carry her thither. They did 
fo ; and Alphonfo fent for medicines and for women 
to attend her. After the women were come, and had. 
put her to bed, Gonfaivo went into the chamber, and 
began to furvey her with more attention than he had 
done before. The proportion of her features and the 
delicacy of her face furpriied hiip^ and he obferved with 
wonder the beauty of her mouth, and the whitenefs of 
her neck. In a word, he was fo charm'd with all he faw 
in her, that he was ready to imagine her mere than a 
mortal. He paiTed a great part of the night without 
being able to ilir from her. Alphonfo advifed him to 
go toreil; but he anfwered, he had been fo little ufed to 
it,- that he was very eafy in having fo delightful an oc- 
xafion to neglefl it. 

Toward the morning they perceived ihe began t<x re- 
cover ; ihe opened her eyes, and as the light at £rit gav« 
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her pain, (he turned them languiftiingly to the fide 
where Gonfalvo was, and difcovered to him a pair of 
large black eyes, fo exquifitely fine, that they feemed to 
be ibrmed to create at once refpeft and love. In a little 
time after, (he alfo came to her fenfes, diftinguifhed 
ofajefls, and was in ^n amaze at the perfons who were 
aixmt her. Gonfalvo could not exprefs his admiratioa 
of her by words, but took notice of her beauty to Al- 
phonfo, with that eager emotion wSich we have for 
things which furprife and charm us. 

Her {pcech was not yet returned ; and Gonfalvo judgi 
ing-fhe might lie fome time in this manner, withdrew 
to his chamber, where he immediately begzn to refle£k 
apon his adventure. — It is ftrange, faid he, that For- 
tune ihouid bring a woman in my way, in the only con- 
dition in which it was impoflible for me to fly from her j 
and in which compafiion, on the contrary, obliged me to 
take care of her. It is true, I admire her beauty : bu^ 
as foon as Ihc is recovered, I Ihall regard it merely as the 
inflrument fhe will employ to ad the greateft and moil 
fatal treacheries I Heavens I what mifchiefs will flie 
commit! and what may fhe not have caufed already! 
What eyes, what looks are there ! How I pity thofe who 
are capable of being touched with her charms ! and how 
happy am I in my misfortunes, that the bitter experi- 
ence I have had of the faithlefifnefs of women, fecures 
me from evei loving another !• —Having faid this, it was 
with much difficulty he got to fleep ; after a fliort flum- 
ber he arofe, and went to vifither again, and found her 
confiderably mended ; however, Ihe was ftill fpeechlefs, 
nor did Ihe utter a word that night, nor the following 
day. Alphonfo could not but let Gonfalvo fee he ob- 
{crved his extraordinary tendernefs of her, and Gonfalvo 
even wondered at it himfelf ; he perceived he could not 
bear to be from her, and was in continual appreheniion 
that fome change for the worfe ihouid happen in hi« 
abience. While he was in the room fhe fpofce- feveral 
wwrds; this gave him both joy and trouble^ as^he drew 
B 5 near. 
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near her to lieaiicen^ ihe fpoke again, bat it {urprifedt 
him to hear her ipeak a language he did not know* 
He had guefled her before to be of fome foreign parts by 
her habit ; and as it had fome refemblance with that of 
the Moors, and he was a mafter of Arabic, he doubted 
not he ihould be able to make her underibiiul hiau 
Accordingly he fpoke to her in that tongue, and wzm 
again furprifed to fee himfelf disappointed.' He talked 
then in Spaniih and Italian, bait to no purpofe ; for l^ 
the attention ^d perplexity ftie fhewed, he imagined 
flie knew nothing of either. However^ flie continued 
to fpeak, and flopped fometimes, as waiting for an; 
anfwer. Gonfalvo minded every jword, and fancied 
that by littening to her, he fhould at length come to 
find out what fhe faid. He alfo called in ^ thofe whcx 
were employed to attend her, in order to try whetheif 
any of them underftood her ; and having given her a 
Spanifh book, to difcover whether fhe knew the 
charaAers ; fhe feemed to know them, but to be igno-r 
rant of the language. She was uneafy and dejed« 
ed, and her uheafmefs and dejedlion increaied that of 
Gonfalvo. 

As they were in this fitaation, Alphonfo enter'd thar 
chamber, and led in with him a handfome woman^ 
drefTed in the fame fafhion with the other. The £rA, 
moment they faw each other, they embraced with sA 
the tokens of the flrideft friendfhip : the lafl arrived^ 
pronounced feveral times the word Zayde, in a manner 
jwhich fhewed it was the name of her fhe fpoke to, and 
Zayde as often pronounced that of Fefima, fo as to fhe^ 
it was the name of the other. After they had difcour* 
fed a little, Zayde fell to crying, as in fome extraordi-. 
nary afHiftion, and made iigns with her hands for the 
-company, to withdraw. They left her, anfl Gon^dvO' 
followed Alphonfo to enquire of him where he had met 
with this fecond flranger. Alphoiifi) told him, that 
the fifhermen of the neighbouring hatts had found her 
tfpon the ihore, the fame day and in the fame-ooaditioR 
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as lie Itaii iband the oitber. — ^Jt will he a confolatioh to 
tiiexn> replied Goniaivo, to be together ; but what do 
70a think, AlphoBfo, of thefe twoper£>n8i Tiiey feem 
by their habits to be of a fapedior rank. It is ilrange 
they ihonld troft themselves upon the iea in a little bark» 
for it is plain die veiTei they were. wrecked in was not a 
large one : ihe whom yon have inttodnced to Zayde, 
has brought herfome news which gave her extreme con- 
cern. In fliort, there is .fbmethuig extraordinary in 
their fortune. — I am of the fame opinion, anfwered Al* 
^lonib, and am amazed at their adventures and at their 
beauty. You have not obftrved that of Felima ; but it 
is wwderful, and you would haveadmired it^ if you had 
not firft feen Zayde. 

With thefe words they .parted; Gonialvo found him* 
felf more meknchdic than ufual, which proceeded, he 
was ienfible, fixnn the trouble he was in, at his not be* 
ing able to make the fair unknown underfiand him.— But 
what is it, (ays he to himfelf, I have to tell her ? and 
what is it I would learn from her ? Do I defign to give 
her a relation of my <)wn misfortunes ? or do I deiiie to 
hear that of hers ? Can curiofity have place in a man fb 
snhappy as myfelf ? What intereft have i in the calami* 
ties of a perlbn whom I do not know i Why am I troubled 
to fee this woman in aiHidion ? Is it that the evils I have 
i^ered myieify have taught me to pity thofe of others 7 
No, certainly, added he; it is the foUtude of the place 
where I »n, that has drawn my attention to an accident^ 
which is indeed extraordinary ; but which I ihould ibon 
negledl, if I had other objeds* to divert me. 

In fpite of all thefe wife refledions, he pafled the 
night without flcep, and' was very uneafy -for part of the 
day, becaufehe could not fee Zayde. Towards evening 
he heard fiie^vas gone out to walk by the fea-fide ; he 
followed her, and found her fitting upon the beach, with* 
her eyes full of tears. As he approached, fhe camefbr- 
ward to meetliim with a world of civility and iweetnefs, 
and charmed him no Uh by her ihape and motions, than 
6 6 ihe 
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ihe had done before hy her face. .She fliew'd liim a fmall- 
bark upon the fea, and named Tunis feveral times, a» 
if ihe intreated him to get her conveyed thither. Upon 
which, he pointed to the moon, and made figiis that 
when that ftar ihonld have ran its courfe twice, what fhe 
defired fhould be done. She feemed to apprehend what 
he meant, and prefently began to weep. 

. The next day ihe was indifpofed, and he could not 
ire her ; never fmce he had been in that folitude, had he 
k%Qwn a day fo tedions and fo heavy. 

• The day following, without knowing why, he laid 
afide the extreme negligence ofdrefshehad hitherto 
pra£iifed ; ^d as he was finely made in his perfi>n,.neat- 
nefs alone gaye him an air beyond, what magnificencef 
itfelf could impart to others. Alphonfo met lum in the 
wood, and was amazed at this (udden alteration. He 
could not forbear fnuling at it, and telling him, it was- 
cafy to fee by hb drefs that his affliction began to 
abate, smd that he had in thb defart found fome relief 
t& his misfoitttnes^— rl underiland you, Alphonfo, re- 
plied he ; you believe the fight of Zayde is the confola- 
tion I have found to my eyils. But you deceive yourfelf : 
I have for Zayde only the compafiion which is due to 
her diibrfs and to her beauty. — I have compaifion for 
her, anfwered Alphonib, as well as yon: I pity her^ 
»nd would fain affii( her ; but I am not fo attached to 
her as you are ; i do not watch her fo carefidly ; I am not 
troubled that I eannot underiland her, nor am I fo im- 
patient to talk with her ; I was not more fad yeilerday 
than ordinary, becaufe I did not fee hei, nor are m^ 
doaths lefs negligent to-day than nfital. In ihort, fince 
I have ptty as-well as you, and yet we are fi> difierent> 
you muft undoubtedly have fomething more.. 

Gonfalvo did not interrupt him, and fisemed to be 
confidering in himfelf, whether aU this was not true ;r 
9Jid jfift as he was going lo reply^ there came one to tell 
hijn» according to the orders he had given, that Zayde 
was walked out upon the ihore ^ at which^ without re^ 
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fle&ing that it would confirm Alphonfo in his rufpicions, 
he left him^ to go and follow her. He faw her at a dif- 
tance fitting with Felima^ in- the fame place where they 
were two days ago, and had the cmiofity to obferve their 
behaviour, believing he might be able thereby to learn 
fomething of their fortunes. He faw Zayde weep, and 
judged Felima was endeavouring to comfort her. Zayde 
did not regard her,' but was continually looking towards 
die fea, with feveral adUons which made him think fhe 
lamented one who had been ihipwrecked with her. He 
had before feen her weeping in the fame place ;* but as 
ihe did nothing then by which he might apprehend the 
{iibjeA of her afflidUon, he imagined ihe wept only at 
being fo far from her own country : but now he fancied 
die tears fhe fhed were for fome lover fhe had loft f and 
^at it was to follow him, perhaps, fhe had expofed 
herfelf to the hazards of the fea ; in a word, he was. 
perfuaded, as much as if fhe had told him fo herfelf^ 
diat love was the caufe of her lamentations* 

It is impoffible to exprefs the eiFe£b thefe thoughts pro* 
daced in- Gonfalvo's foul, and the trouble which jealoufy 
created in a heart not yet confcious to itfelf of love. 
He had loved, but he had never been jealous ; and this 
paflion, to which he had hitherto been a firanger, in- 
vaded him in its iirfl afTault with fuch violence, that 
he believed himfelf pierced with a gne£ unkno\yn to 
other men. He thought he had already experienced all 
the evils of life, and yet he now felt one more fevere 
than all he had endured before. He was perfectly in a 
tranfport, and rufhing from the place where he had flood 
concealed, came forward to Zayde, in expedation to 
learn from her the occafion of her forrow; and t}u>ugh 
he -knew fhe could not anfwer him, he afked her very 
cametfly. She was far from comprehending his mean- 
ings and wiping her tears, began to walk with him along 
the fhore» The pleafure to fee her charming eyes> and 
to be looked upon by them, quieted the emotion he was 
in j and as he was aware of the diforder of his fpirits, 

he 



dbyGoogk 



14 Z A Y D E. Part L 

he coinj)ored himfelf in an inftsint, and recbveried his 
fiue into the moil agreeable airs he conld. She again 
named Tunis feveral times with much eagernefs, and 
with a great many figns that fhe defired to be conveyed 
thither. He underftood what fhe reqaefted too w^L 
The thought of parting with her gave him a ienfibie pain ; 
and it was by the pains of love that he firft found that 
paffion was entered into his breaft, for he felt the pangs of 
jealoafy, and the fear of abfence^ before he difcovered he . 
loved. He would have eileemed it misfortune enough, 
if he had only perceived he loved ; but to perceive him*> 
ielf invaded with love and jealoufy at once, and that 
he could neither underfbmd her he loved, nor be un- 
derwood by her ; that all he could know of her was her 
beaillty ; that he had nothing in prefpefl but an 'eternal 
arbfence; was fuch a. weight of woes together, that ir 
was impoffible-to fupport them. 

While he was purfuing thefe gloomy thoughts, ZaySe 
kept walking on with Felima ; and after fhe had gone 
fome ileps, ilat down upon the rock, and again burft 
into weeping, and looked upon the fea, andfliewedit 
to Felima, as if fhe accufed it of the calamity which 
cofl her fo many tears. Gonfalvo, to divert her, made 
her take notice of fbme fifhermen hard by. Notwith- 
•flanding his.difbefs, the fight of her he loved, infpired 
this new lover with a joy, which reflored him to his 
former beauty ^ and as he was drefled lefs negligently 
than ufual, his ^pearance was enough to attract tlu? 
eyes of any beholder. Zayde began to view him with 
attention, and having gazed on him fome time, turned 
to her companion, and faying fomething to her, caiifed 
her alfi) to ol^erve him. Felima looked upon him, and 
anfwered Zayde by an aftion, which teflified fhe ap- 
proved what fhe faid of him. Zayde viewed him again, 
and fpoke a fecond time to Felima, who aniwered her ; 
and by their whole deportment Gonfalvo conjectured he 
rcfembled one whom they knew4 This thought at firft 
made ^no great impr^iSion on him ; but Zayde, he faw, 
was fo taken with this fuppofed refemblance, and feemed- 

fo 
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fo evidentiy> in the midft of her-forrows^ to find a certain 
plcafiire m it> that he imagined he night be Hke the 
lover whom fiie appeared to lament. 

During the remainder of the day, ieveral actions of 
Zayde confirmed his fufpicion. In th^ eveniag\Peiimft 
sndihe wentOQt to look for Something among the relick» 
of the wreck ; they fought after it fo carefWy^ and 
Gonialvo remarked fo many tokens of uneafineis at tkeif 
not finding it, that it gave him a frefh diftorhance. 
Alphonfb faw his difcompofore^ and Zayde being led 
back. to herflf>artment, he retiinmi with Gon&lvo to 
his diamber, where he thus began : 

Yon have never given me, fays he,* the hiftory of your 
Daft misfiartimes ; but I mtift infiil that you declare to mo 
thoie which Zayde has begun toraife in yourbreaft* 
A man So deeply enamour'd as you feem to be, always 
£nds it painful to fpeakof his pafiion ; and though your 
diftrefs may be great, my afiiftance, perhaps, and my 
couniel, will not be nnttfeful. — ^tAh, my dear Alphonib, 
cried Goh^v», how weak, how wretched am I ! and 
how wife art thoa, who haft looked Upon Zayde, and 
doft not iove l-^-I judged rightly, replied Alphonfo, that 
you loved, though you would not coniefs it.-— I knew 
it notmyfelf, interrupted Gonfalvo, and jealoufy alone 
has difclofed it to me. Zayde laments fome lover who 
• is fiiipwreckcd ; it is this carries her out every day to the 
iea-fide ; and ftie goes to weep at the place where Oie 
thinks he periihed. In a word, I love Zayde, and 
Zayde loves another; this of all evils ftill appeared to me 
the moft terrible, -and was what I never expe^ed to 
reach me. I once Battered myfelf it -was not a lover 
whom Zayde regretted ; but fhe is too deeply afSidled to 
fuifer me to queftion it. I am convinced alio by the 
wonderful care .with which I faw her fearching after 
fomething which belonged undoubtedly to this too 
happy man. And what is more piercing than all 1 
have mentioned, I certainly, Alphonfo, refemble him 
(he loves. She difcovered it as we .were walking ; I 
perceived .a gladnefs in her eyes, when fhe difcemed 
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what brought it to her mind; fhe fhewed me feveral 
times to Felitna, and made her obfcrvc my features, 
and kept looking at me all the day. But it is not me 
(he looks at, nor whom ihe thinks of, when fhe looks 
at me; I bring to her mind the only thing I would 
caufe her to forget ; I can take no pleafu^ in beholding 
her enchanting eyes fixed upon my face, nor can fhe 
turn them on me, without firing my foul with jea- 
loufy. 

Gonfalvo fpoke this with fuch rapidity, that Alphonfo 
could not interrupt him ; but as foon as he flopped. Is it 
pofiible, anfwered he, that all this you have told me is 
true ? Does not the melancholy you have been ac- 
Cttflomed to, make you form to yourfelf an idea of Co 
great a misfortune ?*~No, Alphonfo, I am not deceived, 
returned Gonfalvo ; Zayde laments a £sivourite lover, 
and I bring him to her thoughts. Fortune takes care I 
ihall not furmife evils beyond thofe fhe makes me fufFer ; 
fhe far exceeds what I am able to imagine : fhe invents 
for me fuch as are unknown to other men ; and if I had 
given you the hiftory of my lift, you would be obliged 
to acknowledge I have reafbn to afiirm I am more un- 
happy than you. — I will not prefume, rephed Alphonfo, 
to fay fo ; but uhlefs you have important reafons not lo dif- 
cover yourfelf, it will be an infinite pleafure to me, if yovt 
wilMet me know who you are, and what are thofe mif- 
fortunes which you believe to be greater than mine. I 
am fenfible I cannot in juflice afk this of you, without 
making an equal recital of my own ; but you will pardon 
ail unhappy man, who has not concealed from you his 
name and birth, and who will not conceal from you his 
adventures, if it will do you any fervice to kno^ them ; 
and if he is able to relate them without renewing thole 
ibrrows, which a fuccefllon of feveral years fcarccly 
begins to efface. — I will never reqnefl any thing of you, 
faid Gonfalvo, which may give you trouble ; biit I am 
f fiiamed I have not yet le . you know who I am . Though 
J hadrefolved not to<lecare myfelf to any one, the esc- 
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traordlnaiy merit I fee in you, and the obligations I am 
under to your care of mc, conflraSn me to own to you 
that my true name is Gonfalvo, and that I am the fon 
of Nugnez Fernando, count of Caftile, whofe reputa- 
tion has undoubtedly reached your ears. — Is it poffible, 
cried Alphonfo, that you are that Gonfalvo, who gained 
(hdi honour in his jfirft campaign, by defeating fuch a 
hodyr of Moors, and by aftions whofe bravery was the 
wonder of all Spain ! I well remember this noble open- 
ing of your life ; and when I retired into this defart, 
had heard with aftonifhment, that in the famous battle 
the king of Leon won againft Ayola, the greateft gene- 
ral of the Moors, the Chriftians owed the vidory to you ; 
and that by mounting the breach in the firft aAault 
at Zamora, you were the caufe of taking the town, 
which compelled the Moors to fue for peace. The foli- 
tudel have lived in ever iince, has kept me in ignorance 
of what foBowed this fortunate beginning ; but I doubt 
not it was of a pi^ce. — I did not think you had been 
acquainted with my name, anfwered Gonfalvo ; but I 
am glad you are prejudiced in my favour, by a reputa- 
tion which perhaps I have not merited. At this Al- 
phonfo redoubled his attention, and Gonfalvo thus, 
began. 



The history of GONSALVO. 

TITY father was of the firft rank in the court of 
Leon, where he caufed me to appear with an 
equipage becoming his fortune. My inclination, my 
age and my duty, engaged me to the prince Don Garcia, 
the king's eldeft fon. The prince is young, well-made j 
and ambitious ; his good qualities far exceed his faults, 
which are fuch only, one may fay, as arife from hi* 

paiTions* 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



IS 2; A V D E. Part L 

paiHoDs. I was fo happy as to have his iavour without 
tieferving it, and I endeavoured to render ayfelf worthy 
of it by my fidelity. It was my good fortune, in our 
firll war agaioft the Moors, to be near his perfon, and 
refcue him from 4 danger inco which his incon^derate 
I'alour had precipitated him. This fervice increafed his 
affedion. He loved me as a brother, rather than as 
a fubjed ; he concealed nothing from me, he denied 
me nothing, and gave all the world to fee, that none 
could be in grace with him, who was not in iavoor with 
Gonfalvo. So extraoi;dinary a regard, added to the 
elleem in which my father was, raifed our family fo high, 
that we • began to be afraid of receiving too grejit » 
promotion, 

' Among an inSnite number of young gentlemen wha 
jnade court to me ^pon this fuccefs, I had' diflinguiftied 
Don Ramirez from all the reft. He was one of ihm 
' moi! celebrated in the court ; but his fortune was far in* 
ferior to mine. It was my concern therefore to fupply 
this defe^. I was continually employing my father's 
intereil and my own, for his advancement, and la- 
boured very zealouHy to procure him a Ihare in th# 
prince's favour ; and himfelf alfo, by his fine and infmu- 
ating addrefs, feconded my attempt fo well, that next to 
me he was the perfon at court whom Don Garcia moll 
efteemed. I took an extreme pleafure in their friend* 
fliip. They-had both experienced the power of love ; 
and would often rally me for my infeniibility, and re- 
proach me wi^h it^ as a crime, that I had never felt tkm 
flsCme. 

I reproached them in my turn with being infincere. 
You love, feid I, fiich fort of galantnes tis cuftoih has 
eftabiilhed in Spain ; -but you do not love your miftreffes. 
For you will never pecfuade me you are in love with a 
ivoman, whofe face you have hardly had a* fight of, and 
)vhom you would not know if you were to meet her in 
^y other place than at the window, where you ufed to 
pay your vifits* 
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Yon prefs this ►point of the litrtk fenowld^ge we have 
of our.ini^r&fi'es, replied the prince^ too far ; we are np 
.fb^isgers to their beauty, <aiid this is the principal thin^ 
in love. As to their wit, we judge of thut by their 
phyiiogijomy, and their letters ; aad wkcn-we cone to 
view them nearer, ^re charmed to difcover fomcthing 
we never knew before. All they fay h*s tshe grace of 
.novelty, their manner iiirprifes us, and this furpriip 
awakens love, and imp^ves it : wliereas they who aiy 
acquainted with their jni^eiles before they love then^ 
are fo accufiomed to their ^beauty and their wit, that there 
4s nothing l^t in either to affcd themt, when they have 
won the conqueft, and are loved again. — ^You are in n© 
danger of that misfortune, anfwerad I ; and I give 
you fall liberty to love all you have no knowledge oC 
provided yon will permit me to love no -one, but wIkuh 
2 ihail know enaugh to efteem, and to bcafiUred I fhaU 
£nd that ii^ her which will make me happy when I fhaU 
pbtain her loveu . I. confefs a,\f9j I would not have her 
prejudiced in favour o£ another lover. — And I, inter*' 
.rupted Don Ramires^ ihQuld take more pleafure ih ren* 
dering myfelf mailer cf a heart whieh was defended by 
another paiHon, than in carrying one which was never 
^initten ; this would be a double wdory, and I ihould 
be more convinced her inclination to me was real, if I 
iaw.it begin in the midft of a great tendernefs for ano<> 
ther; and my honour and my love would both triumph 
dt once, in winning a miilrefs from a rival. 

Gonial vo is amazed at your opinion, replied the 
prince, and thinks fo ill of it, that he will make no an- * 
fwer ; and indeed I am on his fide, and diHike it too ; 
but I am againfl; him alfo as to the particular knowledge 
of one's miftrefs which he requires. I couid never be 
in love with a perfonwhom I had ieen familiarly ; and 
if the firft £ght does not ^ike me, it is impbfiible to 
wound me afterwards^ Our natural inclinations, I be- 
lieve, exert themfelves at firft, and affedtions which are- 
kindled by time, are not truly paffions.— Since one ma./ 
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be fecurc then, faid I with a fmile, that you will never 
love one whom you do not love at firft view, I think, 
fir, I muft (hew you my fiftcr, before flie is become ftr 
beautiful a^ ihe promises to be ; thaet you may be iC-- 
cuftomed to the fight of her, and her charms may here- 
after make no imprefiion on you. — Then you are afraid 
they (hould ? replied Don Garcia. — Certainly, fir, an- 
fwered I, and I (hould dread it as the greateft misfor- 
tune which could befat me. — ^What misfortune would rt 
.be to you? replied Ramirez. — This, faid I; that I 
(hould be obliged to oppbfe the prince's meafures. If 
he defigned to marry my fifler, I could not confent to it 
on account of his own dignity ; and if he (hould refufe 
to marry her, and yet (he (hould love him, as un* 
doubtedly (he would, I (hould have the trouble of feeing 
my fiiier miib-efs to a man whom I could not hate, 
though it would be my duty to dp fo. — Pray, let me fee 
her then, interrupted the prince, before (he is capable 
of inlfnring me with love. For it would grieve me fo te 
have any inclinations which would be difpleafing to you, 
that I am impatient to get a view of her, in order te 
iecure myfelf from loving her. — I wonder no longci^, 
fir^ faid Don Ramirez, addrefiing hintfelf to the prince-, 
that the beauties which are bred up in the palace, and 
to whom you have been ufed from your infancy, never 
made you in love ; but I proteft, it has always furprifedmc 
that no other has Jired your heart, and efpecially Nugni 
Bella, the daughter of Don Diego Porcellos, who feems 
fo able to do it. — Nugna Bella, returned the prince, is 
indeed amiable : (he has admirable eyes, a (ine mouth, 
and a noble air ; in a word, I (hould have loved her, 
if I had not (een her almoll the very moment I was 
born. But why, continued he to Ramirez, have not 
you been in love with her ? You who think her (b 
beautiful ? — Becaufe, anfwered he, (he never had a lover. 
J had nobody to difpoffefs of her heart, and it is this 
circomftance I told you, which engages mine. Gon- 
falvo is the man this quef^n (hould be put to, for I 
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am fore he tKinks her handfome ; flie is intircly free, and 
has been, fo he knows, a long time. — Who told you I am 
not in love with her ? anfwered I, fmiling and bluihing 
together. — I do not know, faid Ramirez ; but by your 
bluihing, I believe they who told me fo were miftaken. — 
Is it poffible, cried the prince, turning to me, that 
Gonfalvo ihould be in lov&? If you arc, own it frankly, 
I.befeechyou ; for I (hall take an infinite pleafure to find 
you attacked with a malady of which you complain fo 
little* — Serioufly, replied I, I am not in love. How- 
cyer, fir, to pleafe you, I confefs, I may be fo with 
Nugna Bella, if I come to know her a little better. — If 
you want nothing elfe for it, but to know her, faid the 
prince, be fatisfied you ihall be in love with her very 
qjnckly. I will never vifit the queen my mother with- 
cot you ; I will contrive frequent mifunderilandings with 
the king, that her foliciting a reconciliation may oblige 
me to attend her at particular hours ; in fhort, I mil 
g^ve you opportunities enough of fpeaking to Nugna 
Bella, in order to begin your pa£ion. You will find her 
•extremely amiable; and if her heart is as good as her wit, 
you will have nothing left to wiih. — ^I beg, fir, faid I, 
ypu will not take fo much pains to make me miferable ; 
but above all^ that you will find ibme other pretence for 
vifiting the queen, than new differences with your fa- 
ther; Yon know he often accufes me of thofe actions 
of yours which ^fpleafe him, and believes that my 
father and I, by our grandeur, fupport you in the 
authority you afTume fometimes contrary to his approba- 
tion. — In the humour I am now in, replied the prince, 
to . make you in love with Nugna Bella, I ihall not be 
fo prudent as- you would have me be 5 I ihall ufe all 
manner of pretences to introduce you to the queen ; and 
though I have none at prefent, I will go to her this 
moment, and williacrifice to the pleafure of turning 
you into a lover, an evening which I had appointed to. 
fpend under a window, where you fancy I know no- 
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I h4ve been {o particular in my account of this con« 
i*rfatk>n, becatife jovt will fee by the fcquel, it was a 
jirefage of aH that happened afterwards. 

The prince went to the queen, and found herin private, 
attended only with the ladies who were her confidantes. 
Nugna Bella was one of the number, and looked (b 
charmingly, that chance feemed to have favoured the 
prince's defign. The converfation was general for 
f<)me time ; and as there was a greater freedom allowed 
now than at other feafons, Nugna Bella fpoke the more, 
and furpriied me by difcovering a world of wit, be- 
yond what I had ever obferved in her before. The 
prince begged the queen to withdraw to her clofet ; and 
while they were retired, I ftayed with Nugna Bella, 
and ieveral others, and infen^bly entered into a parti- 
cular conference with her ; and thoiigh^it was only about 
lAdifllei^ent things, it had more of an air of galantry 
than a common converfation. We mutually Warned the 
retired manner of living the women are obliged to 
pra^fe in Spain, as experiencing by ourfelves the dis- 
advantage it was to be fubjeft to fuch a reftraint. If 
I felt at this moment that I began to love Nugna Bella, 
fhe alfo'began, as (he told me afterwards, to perceive 
I was not indifferent to her. To one of her difpoliti^n. 
this conqiieft- could not be difpleafing ; there was fome- 
thing fo brilliant in my fortune, that it might have 
dazzled a perfon lefs ambitious 'than Ihewas. Shene- 
gleded no means to recommend herlclf to my eyes, 
though fhe did nothing contrary to the natural pride of 
her temper. Enlightened by the quick difcernment 
which a new-bom love inipires, I ibon flattered myfelf 
with the hope of pleafing her, and this hope was as 
proper to inflame me, as the thought of a beloved rival 
had be^n to work my cure. 

The prince was overjoyed to fee me engaged with 
Nugna Bella, and contrived every day fbmc occaflon for 
me to fpeak to her. He would even make me acquaint 
her with thediflerences hs had with the king, and let her 
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know after wtet manner ihc qticen Ihoidd aft, in order 
to prevail on him to comply with the king's demands* 
Nugna Bella did not i^ to fignify this to the queen, 
and it liad the ciFeft propoled ; for the queen did no- 
thing in the prince's afi^, which fhe did not ipeak of 
to N-ugna Belk, and i^hidi Nugna Bella did not dif- 
cover to me. Thus we had ffequent converiations, in 
all whidi I perceived fo much wit, fagacify, and agree- 
ablenefs, and Ihe imagined fo much merit in mc, and 
difcovered really fb much love, that a paffion was kindled 
in us both, which foon became very violent. 

Our amour had in it all the pleafure of novelty, and 
fliofe fecret charms which are found only in the firft im- 
preffions. As my ambition was gratified to the full, 
before my love began, it gave my pafRon no interrup- 
tion. My foul was abandoned to love as to a pleafure 
till then unknown, and which infinitely exceeded any 
which grandeur could . fupply. It was not thus with 
NugnaBella ; ambition and love reigned in her heart at 
once, and equally divided it. Her natural incHnatioij 
undoubtedly led her to the firfl', more than to the latter ; 
but as both had a proper objeia in me, I found in her 
all the ardour and all the attention I could wifh. Not 
but fhe -^sis fometimes engaged as deeply in the affairs of 
Ae prince, as in this of our amour ; and I, who heeded 
nothing but love, undcrflood with forrow, that Nugna 
Bella was capable of having other things in her thoughts. 
1 complained of it to her ; but my complaints, I found, 
were in vain, or occafioned a conflrained converfation, 
in which I few her mind was wandering fomewhere elfe. 
However, I remembered the faying, that it is as impoffi- 
ble to be perfcdlly happy in love, as in life ; and bore 
this misfortune patiently. Nugna Bella loved me with 
an exadb' fidelity, and I obfcrVed that fhe had a con- 
tempt for all others who prefumed to addrefs her. I 
believed her free from that weaknefs, which I was ap- 
prehcnfive of in women; and- this perfuafion made rac 
as happy as Icould dcfire. 

It 
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It was my fortune to be bom and placed in a rank 
fuiHdent to be envied by the mofV ambitious. I was the 
favourite of a prince^ for whom I had a natural aiFedion ; 
t was beloved by the greateft beauty in Spain, whom I 
adored ; and I had a friend, whom I believed faithful, 
and who owed his preferment to me. The only thing 
which troubled me, was to fee the inexcufable impatience 
Don Garcia had to govern ; and to find in Nugnez 
Fernando, my father, a relUefs fpirit, and inclined, as 
the king fufpeded, to raife himfelf to fuch a degree of 
promotion, as fhould leave nothing above him. I 
feared the ties of gratitude, and of nature, would oblige 
me to adhere to thofe who would involve me in things 
which might to me appear unjuft. Yet as thefe mif- 
chiefs were dubious, they difturbed me only at certain 
moments ; and I relieved myfelf by ipeaking of them 
to Don Ramirez, in whom I had fo much confidence, 
that I confeflfed to him even my fears about the moft 
important and diflant affairs. 

That which now employed my thoughts, was my 
defign to marry Nugna Bella. I had loved her long, 
without daring to make the propofal. I knew flie was 
dilliked by the king ; becaufe, as fhe was the daughter of 
one of the counts of Caftile, whofe revolt was then ex- 
pe&ed as well as my father's, it was impolitic to permit 
them to be fo nearly united ; and though my father was 
not againft it, yet I knew he would never propofe the 
marriage, for fear of encreafing the king's fufpicions. 
Thus I was conflrained to wait fome more favourable 
conjuncture ; but while I waited, I did not conceal my 
paffion for Nugna Bella. I converfed with her at all 
opportunities ; and the prince faw her frequently. The 
lung obferved this intelligence, and tdok that to be an 
afiTair of Hate, which was merely an amour. He believed 
his fon encouraged my dc{ign upon Nugna Bella, in 
order to unite the two coimts of Caftile, and fecure them 
in his intercA ; that he intended to form a confiderable 
party, and aiTume an authoriQr equal to his own« He 
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siade no queiHon but the counts would join with him , 
in hope to become fovereign princes ; in a word, he fo 
dreaded the union of the two houfes of Caftile, that he 
openly declared I muft not think of Nugna Bella, and 
forbade the prince to promote our union* 

The two counts, whofe intention perhaps was as the 
king fufpe^led, but who were not in a condition to own 
it, ' enjoined us both no more to think of marriage ; at 
Icaft for the prefcnt. This command gave us inexpref- 
fible fbrrow ; but the prince engaged in a (hort time to 
diange his father^s mind,, and obliged us to promife each 
other an eternal fidelity, and undertook to cany on our 
correipondence, and keep it concealed. 

As we could no longer {peak in public, we fought 
opportunities of meeting privately. I was thinking 
that Nugna Bella ihould change her apartment, and 
remove with fome other ladies of the court to lodgings, 
whofe windows looked into a by-ftreet, and were low 
enough for a man on horfeback to converfe through them 
eafily. I propofed this to the prince, who obtained the 
queen's confent, and we found a handfome pretence to 
put it in execution. To this window I came almoft every 
day, to fpeak with Nugna Bella. Sometimes I returned 
charmed with the fentiments fhe exprefied of me ; and 
ibmetimes I departed in defpair, to fee her thoughts fo 
bniied about fome orders ihe had received from the 
queen. Hitherto Fortune had not Ihewn me her incon- 
ftancy, but Ihe fbon diicovered her unfleadinefs. 

My father, who knew the king's fufpicions, had a 
mind to convince him, by a new proof of his integrity, 
how unjuft they were. He refolved to introduce my 
Mer into the palace, notwithftanding he had defigned 
before to leave ker in CaiULe. It was his vanity carried 
him into this refolution. He was proud to Ihew the 
court a beauty, which he believed the moft accompliihed 
in all Spain. 

The day fhe came, Don Garcia was hunting ; in the 
evening he went to the queen, not having heard a fylla« 
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l^lc of my fitter's anival. I was prcfent at the that, but 
retired to a corner* where he did not fee me. The. 
queen prefented my fifler to him. He was furprifed at. 
llpr beauty, and expfeiled the utmoft adn^iration. Never, 
tad he beheld, he fkid, in one perfon, fuch graces, and. 
to much majefly and fweetnefs ; fuch black hair, witli 
fp lovely a complexion, and eyes fb blue; and a. 
.gravity fo.bappily mingled with the bloom of youth:, 
in a word, the more he beheld her, the more he multi- 
plied Jus praifes on her charnirs. Don Ramirez, who. 
remarked thefe vehement encomiums, eafily imagined I, 
liftd the fame thoughts as hiwfelf ; and fpying me at the 
other end of the room, came up to me to, talk about my. 
iifter's beauty. — I wifli, faid I to him, there was nobody 
Kere to admire her but yourfelt Don Garcia by ac- 
cident drew near .the place where I was; he feemed 
ajftonifhed to fee me,, but recovering himfelf, he talked, 
tome Qif Hermenefilda (fo was my fiiler called), and told, 
m^ I h^d not painted her half fo beautiful as he found . 
h<?r. In the evening (he only was the difcourfc at the 
prince's apartment.. I watched him^ fbi<5Uy» and waft, 
confirmed in my fufplcions, by his not praifing her {0 
fieely before me, as he did to others, I wanted to dif- 
coyer his fentiments, without -entering into a ferious di£- 
courfc with. him; and accordingly one evening, as we 
went out from the queen, where he had a long converfa- 
tion with Hermenefilda, — May I prefume. Sir, faid I^ 
to afk whether I have not waited too long, to fhew yoa 
my fiflei> and whether ftie is handJfome enough to have 
ii)rprifed you, as I feared ? — Yes, faid the prince, I was . . 
furprifed at her beauty; but though I beUeve one may . 
hp touched, v/ithout being furprifed, I do not believe oae 
C2Ln be fufpriied without being touched. • 

Don Garcia*s in-tention was to aafwer me as fporting- 
ly a£ I had addreif^d hm ^ but as he was embairai^d 
by what I had faid, and was ienfible of it, there was aa 
air of uneaiinefs in his anfwer, which made me fee I was 
not mi%ken» He judged rightly, that I perceived his 
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tfettdernefs for niy fiftfcr ; and yet his loVe to ihe gave* 
Him fbme itiluftance to engage in an affair, which hft' 
knew vwy wdl w6tild offend me highly ; but he loved' 
£[^rmenefilda too mMch to defif!:. Arid as I did ndt ex* 
peft his fiibndfhip to mfe would caufe hirii to fapprefs hii 
love to her ; I orily jfi-opofed to fecute rfiy fifter, by in* 
&-u6Ung h&t how to condiift h^rfelf, if the prince made 
Ms addrelTes. I defired her to follow thfe advice of 
Nugna Bella in every tMng, which (he pfomifed me Ihe* 
V^onld. On the other hand, I opened to Nugna Belli' 
mj^ concern at this paf&oh of l>oii Garcia, and told her 
ail the bad confeqtfences I apprehended from it ^ (he 
agreed with' m^, and atfurfed liie Ihe wotdd oveirfee Her* 
tAenefilda fo fWaiy, that thie pHhcef Ih'Ould find it no 
eafy matter to (peak with her. In ifhdrt, without ap* 
ffearing to defign it, they were fo continually tog6ther> 
that the prince could never meet Hermenefilda without 
Nugria Bella. This gave him an inexpreflible diflurb^ 
Aifce; and as he had always ufed to impa^ his whole* 
anind to me, and yet n6vef fpdke a wo^d about' this' 
affair^ I foon perceived a'gfeat alteradoii in his beha* 
viour. 

Is not thie inju^ce of itien, laid 1 to Don Ramirez,. 
«ftonilhing ! The prince hates me, becauft he perceives' 
a paffion in his breaft which ought to difpleafe me ; arid 
if my fifter Ihould lovfe him', he would liafe mfe more. T 
ftrefaw the Calamity which Would befal me, if he hap- 
pened to fancy her ; arid if his inclination to her doei 
nbt alter, I Ihall not be his favourite loftg ; I meani 
not in publick ; for in his heart I am not fo already. 
Though Don Ramirez was no lefs convinced of the 
prince's love than myfclf, yet in hope of turning" olT my 
thoughts from a thing which created me fo much pain, — I' 
do not knbw, anfwered he, vvhat grounds you have to' 
l^lieve Don Garcia loves your filler; he praifed h^f, it* 
h trUe, the firll time he faw her 5 but 1 have obferved 
nothing in him fince, which looks like a man in love. 
However, if he did love her, where would be the mif- 
C « fortune 
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fortune of it ? Why may he not marry her ? He is not the 
iirft prince who has married jone of his fuljijefts ; it ig 
impoffible-he fhould find a person inare worthy of him; 
and if he marries her, what a glory will it be to your 
family ! — It is for this very reafon, anfwered 1, that the.' 
king- will never permit it.; and unlefs he confents, I 
fhbuld not approve it myfelf ; perhaps alfo the prince 
may not have xefolution or conftancy enough to eiFeft it. 
In fhort, it is an impr amicable thing ; and I would not 
have the publick believe that I hazarded my fifler's re- 
putatiouj upon the idle profpedl of an honour we (hall 
never obtain. If Don Garcia therefore purfues his love . 
to Hermenefilda, fhe fhall leave the court. — Ramirez 
was furprifed at this warm declaration, and fearing I 
ihould embroil myfelf with the prince, reiblved to ac- 
quaint him with my fentiments ; imagining he might 
fairly do it without my leave, fmce it was for my ad- . 
vantage. But a deiire to make a merit with the prince, 
and inlinuate himfelf into his confidence^ had undoubt- ' 
edly a principal fhare in this refolution. 

He took his time to ipeak with the prince alone ; and * 
told him, he was afraid he Ihould be guilty of unfaithful- 
jiefs to me, in difcovering my thoughts againft my will ; ' 
but the zeal he had for his highnefs's fervice, obliged him . 
to let him know I believed he was in love with my filler ; . 
and that I was fo difturbed at it, that I had concluded • 
to carry her from court- Don Garcia was fo confound- 
ed with this difcourfe of Ramirez, and the apprehenfion 
of Hermenefilda's departure, that he could not diffemblc ' 
it 5 but fince Ramirez could have no doubt of his affec- 
tion for my filler, he thought the bell way was to con- 
fefs it, and by that confidence engage him to continue . 
to inform him of my defigns. He hefitated awhile be- 
fore he could determine, when at once embracing Ra- 
mirez, he owned to him his pafiion, and declared he had 
for my fake done all he could to conquer it ; but he muil . 
either obtain Herme^filda's love, or perifti. He de- ." 
iired his afiiflance to conceal the amour^ and prevent her 
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removal. Ramirez was not of a temper to refifl the 
prince's carefles^; he faw he was now coming to be his 
fevourite, and friendfhip and gratitude were too weak to 
©ppofe ambition. He promifed the prince to keep th» 
fecret, and to do him fervice with Hermenelilda. The 
prince embraced him a fecond time, and they confulted 
together how to proceed in the aiFair. 

The firft obftacle they thought on was Nugna Bella, 
who was never apart from my fifter ; fhe was therefore 
to be gained ; and notwithftanding the difficulty they 
apprehended from her find: union with me, Ramiress 
nndertook to bring her over j butitmuft be the prince's 
part, he faid, to perfuade me out of my notion of his 
being in love; advifing him to tell me in raillery, it was 
only a merry ftratagem to frighten me for a time, in re- 
venge of my fufpefting him fo baftily ; but that my fears 
went too far, and he defired I would no longer imagine 
he had any intentions which I could not approve. 

Don Garcia was pleafed with this expedient, and ex- 
ecuted it immediately ; and as he underftood by Rami- 
rez the particular circumftances which caufed my fufpi- 
cion, it was eafy for him to fay they were all contrived 
©n purpofe, and that it was in a manner impoffible I 
ihould not have been led by t3iem into that opinion ; as 
indeed I was very fully. I thought I was now upon 
better terms with the prince than ever ; and though I be- 
fieved there had been fomethingin his heart which he did 
not own, I fancied it was only a flight afFeftion which 
he had furmounted. I efteemed myfelf alfo under a high 
obligation to him, for having done fo^ as I fiippofed^ 
purely on my account. In ftiort, I was fatisfied with 
Don Garcia, and Ramirez had the pleafure to fee me in 
that fituation of mind which he deiired, and began to 
think upon engaging Nugna Bella in the confidence in 
which he defigned to embark her. 

Having fixed his meafures, he fought an opportunity 

of ipealdng with her, which fhe gave him frequently 

enough, knowing I kept no fecrets from him,^ and that 
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,^c coiild t^lk with him ^bout every thifi|; i^lating to nf 
Jjoth. He begaA with exprpffiMg Ws joy at the recon- 
ciliation betweejci the prince and nic, — I am ^s glad of 
it, faid fhe, as ypu; ^nd have found Gonfalvp fo nicely 
lender upon the ^air of his fifler, that I was afraid he 
would ma^e a quarrjd wirth the prince. — If I.thpu^t, 
madam, anfwered he, you were one .of thofe who 
on conjCeal a thing from a lover, when it is for his in- 
tereft to do fo* it >vould ;niightily encourage me to fpeak 
to a perfon fo much concerned as yourfclf in all thai 
^elates to .Gonfalvo. For J forefee ^ certain matter, 
which makes me uneafy ; and 'tis .tp you alone I can 
;nention it ; b^t it ;s upon .condition, mad^m^ you will 
l^ot xJiCblofe ijt: even to him. — Ipromifeyou, faidihe j 
and YOU ftall find in zne all the fecrecy you can defire« 
As It is dangiero)i$, I know, to conceal every thing 
|rom a friend, it is fo likewife to conosal nothing.-— 
You will iee> madam^ replied he, of what importaocf; 
it is to keep this priv^^, which I am going to tell you. 
Don Garcia h^ given Gonfalvo new proofs of his (riend^ 
ihip, and has ^i^^red him> he thinks of his filler no 
more ; but I ani deceived if he does not love her paf- 
fion^tely, and a man of the prince's temper cannot long 
l^onceal his love, nor can one of Gonfalvo'* fuffer him 
%o continue it. He will certaihly break with the prince, 
and lpf|s his favour entirely. I confefs, faid Nugna 
Bellg, I have had the fame fufpicions ; and by what I 
li^ve feen, and by fome things Hermeneiilda has told 
^ne, and which I )vould not let her mention to her bro- 
•ther, J co^ld hardly believe this affair .of Don Garci;^ 
y^s merely fdUon, and defigned only to ala^ni Gon* 
falvo, — You 9iled very wifely, madam, anfwered R|i- 
^irez ; and I think you will do well for the future, to 
prevent her faying any thing to her brother concerning 
the prince, becaufe it can do no fervice, and is ^ange* 
^ous. For if the prince has only a flight pa0ion,. he will 
be able to hide it without much difficulty ; and by your 
|iru4?ivt manag^ftent with HermenefUda, ihe may ^My 

p« 
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put an end to It. Gonfalvo will know nothing of the 
matter ; by which you will fave him an infinite vexation^ 
and keep him in the good graces of the prince. On the 
contrary, if Don Garcia's love is violent, is it inyp<^- 
ble, do you think, th^t he (hoold marry Hermeneivlda ? 
and fhall we do Gonfalvo any harm, in coftcealinj: fome- 
thing from him, if keeping it fecrct may make hi» 
prince his brother-in-law ? Certainly, madam, we ought 
to thinjc on it maturely before we go to hindec Don 
Garcia's pafHon for Hermenefilda ; and it concerns you 
to confider it more than any, becaufe it is your interell 
one day to fee her queep, who in all likelihood wiJti be- 
corae your iifter. 

Thefe laft words gave Nugna Bella a view which was 
not in her thoughts before, and the hope of being filter- 
in-law to the queen, caufed Ramirez's reafons to appear 
moK fubftantial than in truth they were- In fhort, he* 
led her fo dexteroufly into the fentkrients he deiigned,. 
that they both agreed to conceal every thing from me, 
to Hft out the prince's inclination/ and take ttieir olea- 
fures according to the difcoveries they made. 

Doa k^mix3ez being in raptures at ib fucceisful 2l. 
beginning, acquainted the prince with what he had 
done ; who was highly plealed, and allowed him to let 
Nugna Bella know all he thought proper concevning his 
intentions. Ramirez retorned to her immediately, and 
gave her a long account how he had broaght the prince 
to own his paffion for my fifter ; adding, he never faw a^ 
man fb furiouily enamoured in his life^ and that he was> 
amazed at the violence the prince put upon himfelC for 
fear of difpleafing me ; and in (hort, that there was no- 
thing they might not expeft from a perfon fi>^ deeply 
imitten ; but it was necefTary however to encourage hiuii 
with hopes, in order to feed the flame. Nugna Bella* 
came into his opinion, and promifed to do the prince: 
any fervices with my filler. 

Ramirez took care to conceal his new favour with the- 
prince ; and his remorfe for his treachery kept him in^ 
perpetual fear of my fufpefting it. -• "V); ^ 
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In a fhort time Don Garcia fpdke to Hermeneiilda, 
and aiTured her of his paiHon with all pofTible ardour ; 
and as he was truly in love, he had no difficulty to con- 
vince her of it. In herfelf Ihe was difpofed to receive 
him kindly ; but after what I had faid to her, (he did 
not dare to follow the diftates of her heart. She told 
Nugna Bella the converfation fhe had with the prince ; 
and Nugna Bella, upon the pretences Ramirez had fug- 
gefted to her, advifed her to fay nothing to me, and to 
behave herfelf fo as to increafe the prince's paffion, and 
preferve his efteem: adding, that whatever averiion I 
had ftiewn to the thing, I would undoubtedly be pleafed 
with what was for my advantage ; but that for certain 
teafons, I would take no part in it, till matters were 
more advanced. Hermeneiilda, who had the utmoft 
deference to Nugna Bella's fentiments, embraced the 
advice very readily, and her fondnefs for the prince was 
wonderfully inflamed by fo exalted a profpeft as that of 
a crowir. 

The prince's love to her was. fo artfully condu£led, 
. that excepting the firft day when he took notice of her 
beauty, it was never fufpeded by any. . He did not con- 
verfe with her in public, Nugna Bella fupplying him 
with opportunities' in private. I perceived indeed an 
abatement in his friendihip, but I imputed it to the in- 
equality of temper which is common in youth. 

Things were in this fituation, when Abdala, king of 
Cordua, with whom and the king of Leon there had 
been a long truce, renewed the war : Nugnez Fernando, 
my father, by his poll, had the right of commanding the 
armies ; and though the king was very unwilling to fet 
him at the head of his troops, he could not refufe him, 
unlefs he impeached him of fome crime, and put him 
under an arrefl. Don Garcia indeed might have been 
appointed commander over him, but the king diibufled 
his fon even more than he did the other, and dread- 
ed to fee them together with fo great a force. But 
Bifcay, oh the other hand, beginning to revolt, he re- 
solved 
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iblved to fend Don Garcia thither, and that my father 
Ihould march againft the Moors. I would gladly have 
ferved with my father, but the prince was defirous I 
fhonld follow him to Bifcay ; and the king chofe rather 
to -have me go with his fon, than with the count <ff 
Caftile. I was obliged to comply, and to fee Nugnea 
Fernando, who fet forward the firft, depart without 
me^ He was extremely forry I did not accompany him ; 
and, beiides other important reafons he had to wifh me 
in his army, affeftion itfelf alfo had its plac^ ; for he 
loved my filler and me beyond expreffion ; he carried 
our piftures about him, that he mig^t always have us 
before his eyes, and Ihew others the beaoty of his chil* 
dren. He marched againft Abdala with a confiderable 
power, but much inferior to that of the Moors ; and^ 
inftead of oppofing their paffage in places fortified 1^^ 
nature, a defire to do. fomething extraordinary, m2li[e j 
him hazard a battle in a plain, where he had no adu^^i*-* 
tage to favour his inequality of ftrength. He loft it fa 
abfolutely, that he fcarcely fav6(| himfelf ; his whole 
army was cut in pieces, and all their baggage taken ; 
and the Moors never obtained ^ great a viftory over the 
Chriftians. 

The king was extremely grieved at the lo^ ; he ac- 
cufed the count of Caftile, and juftly ; and as he rejoiced 
to humble him, he embraced the prefent occafioh : and 
when my father would have appear^id to juftify himfelf^ * 
he canfed hhn to be told, he would never fee him more^ 
that he removed him from all his places, and he ought 
to think himfelf very happy in having his life, and that 
he ordered him to retire to his own lands. My father 
obeyed, and went to Caftile in all the defpair of an am- 
bitious man whofe reputation and fortune had fuffered 
io unexpefted a diminution. 

The p'rince was not yet i^t out for Bifcay, being de- 
tained by a dangerous illnefe. The kiiig marched 
againft the Moors in perfon, with what forces he could 
rally. I defired leave to accofnpany him, which he - 
C 5 granted 
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glfanted me, through with difficulty. He was willing to 
involve me in my father's difgrace ; but as I had bo 
Aijire in his i^ifcondu^l, and the prince always expreilcd 
tbe higheft friendfliip tojiu^, the king did not adventure 
IP baniih me alfp to C^fti}e. { went wi^ the king, and 
Pon B^amirez ilaid behind with the prince. ^ Nngna 
Bella Teemed wonderfully concerne4 at my misfortmie 
and at our feparation, and I departed at leaft with the 
ffttisfa^Qn of believing myfelf iincerely loved by one, 
whom I loved wi(h the utn^oA truth. 

The ki^g routed ^e Mpors, ^nd conflrained them K> 
Cue for peace* It was my good fortune alio to do a con* 
fidemble fervioe^ though it did not procure me better 
treatment from the ki|ig ; nor could the reputation I had 
gained^ make me put 9^ the air of 4 m9Ji in difgrace ; 
and when I r^tun^ed to (iCon^ I perceived that ^ory 
does i^ot give the ^bJbs g$uety ^md fplendor with fa* 
vonr> 

Don Garda impA)ved my abfence to vifit Hermene-- 
£lda frequently ; and yet with fuch precaution^ that he 
was perceii^ed by npiie. H^ fludied all methods to plea^ 
keu dnd gave her hopes that he wpi|ld one day place her 
mpon the throne of Leon. 

As this intelligence was carried on hy Don Ramirez 
CAd Nngna Bdila, they were obliged to fee ea(:h other 
e&exi ; and Nugna Bella's beai^ty was fuch> that even a 
iUght view i« it was dangerous, Ramirez's admiratipa 
of her increa{e4 daily ; and fhe was alfo pleafed witfr- 
his wit, wki^h was in truth agreea^Ue. The clofe cor- 
sefpondenpe (he kept wi^ him^ and the management oF 
die affair of the prince and HcKneneiilda^ enabled her 
$f/heZT my abfence with le& regret than fhe expeded. 

At his retunij^ the king gave Nugnes Feynando's- 
f laces and commands to the father of Don Ramirex ^ 
mpon which occa^^n I did evea more than could, be 
koked for from an.. un4iffcinbled friend. After the 
ferkes I had performed in the laft two wars^ I might^ 
.wdl have j^ele^d^d t^ thfi B9^% of whi^ my father wa» 

deprived*. 
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deprived ; yet I made no opposition to the king's dir- 
poial. I fbaght out Ramirez, and told him^ thatiit. 
the trouble I was under to fee our family flripped of inch! 
coble employments, my only confblation was the ad- 
vantage it had brought to him.. Though Ramirea. 
wanted not wit, he could make me no anfwer ; thefc 
tokens of" a friendfliip he had fo little defervcd confounded 
him ; but I put fo generous a conibuftion upon his em* 
barraifment at the time, that he could not have led mo- 
isto a better by any exprelfions^ 

The giving my fether's pofts to another famHy,. made 
^1 the court believe his difgrace was beyond isecovery^ 
pda Ramirez had, in a manner, fucceeded me, by the* 
dignities beftowed on his father, and by his own fkvouj:- 
with the prince, whin^h was apparent enough,, notwith^-- 
landing the care both of them took to conceal it ; and 
every one infenfibly fell over to the fide of the new 
^Eivouiite, and by degrees abandoned meV 

Nugaa Bella had n£tt $ pailien- firm enough te pre* 
vent this making an impreflion upon her mind.. It wa* 
m)fr iomnne- a3 well as my person, which had engaged her 
alFediion : I was difgraced ; and thpre wa£ no t^'e now 
kft upon her, but love ;. and Ike had not enough o£~ 
th^t to goveiai fuch a temper as hers. I foon difcovercd 
a coldnefs in her behaviour. I made my complaints tp; 
{>on Ramirez, and even^ fpoke of it ta herfelf.. Sh& 
aHured me ihe was not changed in the leaiF; and as I had 
fK) particular adtioii to accufe her of> audivas diiiurbed 
only at the general manner of her carriage, it was very^ 
cafy for her to juilify herfelf j which (he did with fo* 
much diilimulation and fkill> that ihe made nue iecuce for 
a. time. 

Ramirez talked with her about my" iu^icion of her 
^ing altered, and did it with a deiign to £hd wh»t 
tmch there wa« in it> and undoubtedly in hope to fee I 
was not deceived I an^not c^nged, fays flie-,. at a!l^ 
I Iov« him as mi^^h as ever ; but if I did-not,. hr w«ald 
iaare no right U cpmp'ain. Is the beginning of our 
C ^ jpafEftns,, 
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paffions, or the end of them in our power ?— She looked 
upon him, while fhe fpoke, with an air which fo per- 
feftly convinced him her love to me was expired, that 
he was encouraged to gaze upon the beauty of this faith- 
lefs creature without reftraint; in a word, he was {o 
ftruck at the inftant, that being no longer mafter of 
himfelf. You are in the right, madam, anfwered he ; we 
have no command over our paflions ; I feel one now in my . 
breaft which is not to be refifted ; and you will pleafc to 
remember, you allowed that is not in our power. — Nugna 
Bella, who readily underftood his meaning, appeared 
cmbarrafled, and fo was Ramirez himfelf; as he had 
uttered this in a heat, he was prefently amazed at what 
he had done ; and all that he owed to my friendihip 
rulhing at once into his mind, he was troubled, and 
calling down his eyes, ftood in a profound filence* 
Nugna Bella, for reafons much the fame, faid nothing ; 
and they parted without fpeaking a word. Don Ramirez 
repenrtd of what he had faid. Nugna Bella was forry 
Ihe made him no anfwer. 

The certainty he had that Nugna Bella no longer 
valued me, feduced him intirely to negleft defending 
liimfelf again ft this new-born paffion; and he efteemed it . 
a fort of excufe, that his aiFedlion to her did not begin^ 
tilt her regard for me was at an end. There was alfo a 
charm to him, in attempting to gain a heart, of which 
he perceived I was not fo abfolutely poffeffed, but there 
was room left for him to hope ; and which I had yet fo 
much the po(reffi6nof,that it would be a glory for him to 
win it from me. But when he came to confider it was 
Gonfalvo he defigned to fupplant, that Gonfalvo to 
^hom he owed fo unreferved and fincere a friendihip; 
he was -covered with Ihame, and ftru^gle'd againft his 
inclination fo much, that he thought he had quelled it. 
He refolved likewife to fpeak ho more to Nugna Bella - 
cf his love, and to avoid her converfation. 

Nugna Bella, who only repented foe had not anfwered 
&amirez as foe ought^ had no fuch generous refie^Hons. - 

- Ramirez 
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Ramirez purfued the honourable refbludon he had 
ibrmed> for a while ; but, alas ! what were the mean^. 
he us'd to execute it ? He faw Nugna Bella every day ; 
Ihe was handfome ; (he loved me no more ; fhc received 
him well ; and all thofe circun:iAances could never be 
refilled. At laft, therefore, he determined to follow the 
motions of his heart ; upon which his remorfe imme^ 
•diately vanilhed. His firft treachery to me prepared the 
way to the fecond ; and he became accuftomed to de- 
ceive me, and to conceal from me what he faid to Nugna 
Bella. He told her plainly that he loved her, and fpokf 
it with all the marks of an undiiTembled Hame. In 
magnifying the compunction it gaye him to violate our 
friend (hip, he let her fee the fervour of his pa£ion knew 
no bounds. He affured her, he had no expedtatipn of 
|)rocuring himfelf to be loved again ; that he was fenfi*- 
ble of the advantage I had over him, and of the impof** 
fibility of expelling me from her mind ; that he only 
defired the favour of her to hear him, and affiil him tp 
cure himfelf, and to conceal his weaknefs from me. 
Nugna Bella promifed him the lafl, as a thing fhe thought 
fhe ought to do, lefl there fhould happen fome mifchieif 
4)etween us ; and as for the reft, fhe told him with all 
> imaginable mildnefs, fhe could not grant it ; fince fhe 
fhould efteem herfelf an accomplice in his crime, if fhe 
permitted him to continue it. Yet did fiie not forbear to 
encourage it ; for his love to her, and the fiiendfhip the 
prince had for him, drew her over entirely to his fideu 
I appeared lefs amiable in her eyes ; there was no longer 
. a profped of rifing by an affiance with me ; and fhe ha^ 
only the certainty of a banifhment to Caflile in view : 
fhe knew the king had it always at heait to confine m^ 
there ; and that the prince c^pofed it merely from a point 
of honour. She faw no likelihood of his marrying 
Hermenefilda : fhe was the confidant of this amour 5 
and that pafTion of the prince, and Ramirez's love to 
ierfelf, were the foundation of her intereft with Don 
Carcia. . The king, fhe believed^ was lefs inclined tp 

confent 
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tOAfent to oils' marriage dum betbre> but had no objeddon 
to her ef^oufmg Ramirez. She found all thofe things 
in hitn, which had pleafed her in zne ; and imagined 
prudence kfelf would ya&ify her change ; and that (he 
ought to forfake a man who could not be her huiband, 
lor another who certainly would. A woman's levity 
does not always need fuch important reafbns to provoke 
it. Nugna Bella then determined to engage with Ramir 
rez ; but was already engaged^ both by her aiFedlion and 
words, when ihe fuppofed fhe had only reiblved to l^ 
fo. , 

Yet as fixed to do It as fhe was, fhe had not the heart 
to let me fee ihe defcrted me in the time of my dif- 
grace ; nor could Ramirez bear to own his perfidioof- 
nefs. They agreed that Nugna Bella fhould carry it to 
me as ufual, believing it would be eafyto keep me from 
obieiVing her change ; becaufe as I conftantly un- 
bofoihed even my lighted fufpidons to Ramirez, ihe 
could know them by him, and readily prevent them. 
They refolved likewife to difclofe their affair to the 
prince, and bring him into their interefl. Ramirez was 
to break it to him ; but this was not a thing he coa|d da 
without difiiculty ; the fhame and fear of being dif- 
countenanced embarrafTed him; however, the power 
he had. over Don Garcia, by his confidence of his amour 
with my fifter, gave him courage. In a word, he made 
the impi'efilon he deflred upon the prince's mind, what 
even undertook to fpeak to Nugna Bella in his behalf; 
Sii^d this new favourite had his mafirer fibr.a confidant^ 
as he was confidant to his malter» 

Nugna Bella, who apprehended the prince would 
condemn her condod, was overjoyed at the fuccefs :. 
this heightened the common union between them ; they^ 
formed their meaibres €or concealing their correipond* 
ence ; and as Ramirez's private converfations with the 
prince might give me umbrage, becaufe in appearance- 
they ought to have no iecrets to me, they concluded he- 
ihould go to the prince by a private fiair<^ca&^ at houfiB. 

whe% 
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wben nobody was by, and that they (honld never taTk 
together in public. Thus I was betrayed, and aban- 
doned by thofe I loved beft, without being able to fuf- 
pcft it. 

My only grief was to fee an alteration in the heart of 
Nugna Bella. I complained to Don Ramirez, who gave 
her notice of it, that (he might difgnife herfelf the bet- 
ter ; but when I feemed to be eafy he was in pain^ 
thinking my repofe proceeded from Nugna Bella's fin* 
cerity. He deiired her therefore not to deceive me ib 
well : ihe obeyed, and negleded me more than ordi- 
nary ; fo that he had the pleafure to fee his rival come 
to him to complain of that ill treatment which he re- 
ceived by his orders ; he had the joy alfo fometimes^ 
when he had prayed her to put a confbaint upon herfelf^ 
to learn by me it was no conilraint to her to treat me 
ihily« And there was fuch a charm both to his glory 
and hi» love, in having delhroyed fuch a rival as I ap- 
pealed to be, and to fee my peace depend upon his 
Sghtefl expreffions, that if jealoofy had not infeded 
him, he would have been the happieU man in the 
world. 

While I was buiied with my amour, my father was 
purfuing his ambition. He formed fuch cabals and in- 
trigues in his banifhment, that he thought himfelf in a 
condition to undertake an open revolt. But he was 
obliged to begin by withdrawing me from the court, I 
being a hoflage too .dear and too con:^iderable to be left 
in the hands of a king, with whom he deilgned to make 
war. He was not fo uneafy for my filler ; her fex, anc^ 
her beauty, being able to protect her from miichief. 
He difpatched a truity meifenger, to acqvaint me witli> 
the flateof his aiairs, and order me at th^fame time 
to come to him, and quit the court without taking 
leave of the king or the prince. The meflengcr was 
fiirprifed to £nd my fentiments fo different from my 
Other's : I told him I would never confent to fa unjoft a 
levolt J, it was true^ the king had ufed Nugiies Feraando^ 
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1, in revoking his employmients ; but he ought to bear 
the difgrace, which he ha4 in fome fort deferved : for- 
myfelf, I was refolved not to leave the court, and would 
never take arpis againft the king. He carried back my 
anfwer to my father, who was enraged to fee his defigns 
confounded, juft at die point of execution, by my dif^ 
obedience* He fent me word (though he did not in- 
tend it) that he would go on ; and fince I had fo little 
fubmiffion to his will, he would not alter his refolution,. 
though the king of Leon fliould ftrike off my head. 

Ramirez's paffion for Nugna Bella increafed conti- 
nually, and he could no longer endure the behaviour he- 
was obliged to keep up toward? me. Madam, faid he 
to her, one day when fhe bed had long converfation with, 
me, you behold him with the fame eyes as before ; you: 
fay the fame words to him ; you write the feme things,, 
and how can I be aflured it is not with the fame fentiments ^ 
He has pleafed you, and may therefore pleafe you ftill. 
—But you know, faid file, I do nothing without your 
direction. — True, madam, anfwercd he 5 and this ren- 
ders my misfortune infupportablc, that I muft in pru- 
dence advife you to do thofe things, which make me 
defpej-ate when you do them. It was never heard, that, 
a lover confented to have his rival treated well. I know 
not how, madam, to allow you to look upon Gonfalvo. 
There is notliing I would not do to take him off, rather 
than live in my prefent condition ; and after having 
deprived him of your heart, I ought not to think it 
much to take away his life.-— Your paffion, replied 
Nugna Bella, is fo extravagant, that I believe you will^ 
not purfue it ; eonfider what difcoveries will efcape you,, 
if you indulge this rage againft Gonfalvo^ and whafca 
ihame you will bring upon yo^urfelf ! — Madam, faid nc,, 
I fee it all ; but I fee alfo/ that if it is madnefs almoft 
to attempt what I mentioned, it muft be abfolutely futh 
to fufFer a man who is amiabte,_ and has pleafed you, to 
talk with you every day in fecret. If I did not know 
it, I fliould have the barbarous comfort of being de- 

4 ^ ccivedi 
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•ccived; but I know it; I fee him talk to you; it is 
myfelf who cany him your letters ; it is I who farisfy 
Jhim when he doubts of your love. It is impoilible I can 
go on to offer myfelf all this violence ; if you deiire to 
give me eafe, procure that Gonfalvo may leave the 
court, and the prince yield to his being fent to Caflile, 
which the king is preffing him to every day. In ftiort, 
nothing can fatisfy me, unlefs you endeavour to get him 
removed; and as long as I perceive you averfe to that, 
I ihali believe you fcarcely ufe conftraint, when you fay 
you love him. — Very well, anfwered Nugna Bella, I 
have already afled many treacheries for the fake of your 
love, and therefore I muft add this alfo ; but do you then 
furniih the means, for the prince inflexibly refufes the 
king to banifh him, and it is not likely he fhould agree 
to fo unreafonable arequeft as this of mine. I will take 
it upon me, faid Ramirez, to propofe it to the prince ; 
and provided you will let him fee you are willing of it, 
I do not queftion prevailing. — She promifed him ; and 
the fame evening, under the pretence of their common 
intereil requying it, Ramirez moved the prince to baniih 
me, and make a merit of it with the king. The prince 
readily confented ; for he was fo alhamed of what he 
had done againil me, that my prefence was odious, as 
reproaching him continually with his weaknefs. Nugna 
Bella declared herfelf, as {he had promifed Ramirez, 
and they refolved the prince fliould take tjie firft oppoi*- 
tunity to let the king underftand he oppofed my exile no 
longer, and was willing I fliould be difmifle<f the court, 
fo it might feem to be done againfl his confent. 

An occaflon quickly -offered : for the king fell into a 
paflion at his fon, for fomething he had done without his 
order, and accuied me of advifing him. The prince 
not daring to fee him, feigned himfelf ill, and kept his 
bed feveral days. The queen, according to her cuftom, 
laboured to reconcile them ; flie went to her fon, to tell 
him on the part of his father, what complaints he had 
againJd him. — Madam, anfwered the prince, it is not 

this 
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this which caufes his Majefty^s cUfplesfore. I know the 
fpring ; it is an invincible aver^on.h^has to Gonfalvo.; 
he charges him with every thing that o&nds him ; he 
would have liimbani^ed^ and will always he dxQatisfied 
till I agree to it. I love Gonfalvo tenderly > bdit I fee 
clearly I mufb do myfelf the violence to part with him, 
fince I can at no other price obtain the king my father^ 
favour. Acquaint him therefore, madam, if you pleafe, 
that I conffnt lb his exile ; but upon condition that my 
having coofehted ftiall not be known. The queen Was 
furprifed at her fon*s difcour£e: It is not forme, faid 
ihe, to wonder you ihould have a deference for your 
^^atker'« wiil; butIown> I am aftonilhed at your being^ 
^Sliiig of Gonfalvo's banifliment. The prince exx:uli»d 
4tby j^citious reafons, and turned the converfatLpn ta 
another fubjeft. 

• While they were talking, Elwa, one of the quecn^ 
wpiaid, who was a friend to me and to Nugna ^ella, 
happened to be-fo near the bed, that ihe overheard aU 
€he queen and prince faid concerning me. She ftood in 
fuch an amazement:, refiedling what could produce itm 
extraordinary change in the prince>'s mind, that I wn 
come into the chamber, and began to fpeak to her, jt>e^ 
fore ihe perceived me. I waked her out of her trance*. 
—You ought to think yourfelf obliged to me, laid flie,, 
/or I have ^learned a thing here, which fo ailonifhes mc, 
-that I cannot q^^nprehend it. — At this ihe told me the 
cOnverfation, which put me into a conflemation far 
greater tnan hers. I caufed her to repeat it a fecond 
time, and juft as fhe had done, the queen's going away^ 
broke off our difcourfe. I quitted the room with her,, 
and not having the heart in my prefent condition to ftay 
-with the prince, went to walk by myfelf .in the gardens 
of the palace, to refledt upon fb fbange an adventure. ' 
I could not imagine a prince who treated me fo well, 
would be willing to have me driven from conrt vntkout 
provocation ; nor. could I conceive what ftouki make 
him dcfire mj afafence; nor why he. ihoold expre^ a 

friendihip 



dbyGoogk 



Part h « A V C. 43 

fjiendHup to ine> when he really had iu>ne. In (hort> 
I could not.perfBadc myfelf what I had heard was true, 
and that Don Garcia was {o weak as to defert me. As 
I loved him extremely , this change of his touched me to 
the foul ; and not being able to contain my forrow, I 
wanted to feek out Ramirez to eafe myfelf, by opening 
jny complaints to him. . 

Jn this thought I walked up to the palace, and met 
,with an officer x)f the chamber to the prince, whom I had 
recommended to him, and who was nearer his peirfon 
th^n any other. I deiired him to fee if Don Ramirez 
was with the prince, and to beg him from me to meet 
ine this moment. — He told me Ramirez was not there^ 
acd certainly would not come, according to his cuilom^ 
till all company was withdrawn. This furprifed me 
exceedingly, and I thought at firfl I had mifunderftood 
him: however, it made an impreffion upon me, and 
Isrought leverai things to my mind, which gave me « 
fufpicion Ramirez had an intelligence with the prince* 
which he never communicated to me.— X aflced^hisa 
whether Ramirez often viiited the prince aloQe : — he re- 
plied, he wondered I fhould aik finch a queftion, iincf 
be could not fuppofe 1 was ignorant either of his conver- 
fations with the prince, or of the fubjeft of them. — ^Z 
anfwered, I knew nothing of either, and thought it 
very ilrange he had not acquainted me with them. He 
fancied I pretended myfelf ignorant, to fee if he would ■ 
tell me the truth ; and to Convince me he could keep 
nothing fecret from me, related to me the princess 
funour with my fifbr, and the part Don Ramirez had*^ 
in it. He had heard them talk together feveral times» 
he faid, when they imagined themfelves in private, 
and had learned the other particulars of him whom the 
prince entrufted with his letters to Hermenefilda, Thus 
was I informed of all, except what regarded Nugna 
Sella. 

I am no more to feek, exclaimed I in a transport of 
rage, whence Don Garda's change ariies -, his ihame^ 
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fd treachery to me renders my prefence infupportable*. 
What ! Don Garcia loves my fitter! And my iifter'fuf- 
fers it! And Ramirez is their confidant! I curbed my- 
felf at thefe words, not being willing this officer fhould 
fee my refentment, and bade him take no notice to any 
one of what he had tohi me. I went home with a 
trouble upon my fpirits which deprived me of my 
fenfes. When I was alone, I abandoned myfelf to fury 
and defpair ; I refblved a thoufand times to go and flab 
the prince and Ramirez, and had all the thoughts of 
madnefs and vengeance, which could puih me to extra-- 
vagant defigns. After I had compofed my mind a little^ 
to confider and fix the means of revenging myfelf, my 
intention was to fight Ramirez, to carry Nugna Bella to 
Caflile, to obtain h^r father's permiflion to marry her ';- 
and as he was in the fame deiign of a revolt as Nugnear 
Fernando, I purpofed to join them, and encourage 
them, and declaring war againfl the king of Leon, to 
overturn that throne to which Don Garcia was to fuc- 
ceed. I paufed at fuch a refolution, it being contrary 
to all the fentiments I ever had before ; but I was huY- 
ried away by the violence of my defpair. 

I was to fee Nugna Bella that evening, and waited 
for the hour with impatience ; and the hopes of finding 
iier afFefted with my misfortune, gave me all the com- 
fort I could receive. As I was preparing to go, a man 
whom fhe tmfted, and who had often brought me letters 
from her, put one into my hand, and told me fhe was 
very forry fhe could not meet me that evening ; but it 
was impoflible, for reafons exprefTed in the letter. I 
replied, it was abfolutely neceffary I fhould fpeak with 
her> and I would write an anfwer, and defired him to 
flay. I withdrew into my elofet, and opening her letter 
found k as follows : 

" T Do not know whether I ought to thank you for 
'* giving me leave to appear grieved to Gonfalvo, 
f' when he goes aw^. I fhould have been very eafy if 

" yott 
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**' you hail forbidden me, fpr I (hould then have had 
^* fome reafon not to do a thing which will create me fo 
** much conftraint. Though you have been difturbed 
" by the behaviour I have fhewn him fmce his return, 
'* I have been more. You would not queftion it, it 
*' you knew the pain I have to tell a man I no longer 
•' lovq, that I love him, when at the fame time I am 
*' diftrafted for having ever loved him, and could pe- 
**' rifti for having pronounced, but to yourfelf, all thofc 
"^ words I am obliged to fpeak to him. When once he 
** is gone, you will be feniible of the injufHce you do 
*' me; and the joy you will fee me in at his departure, 
^"^ will convince you of it more than all my cxpreffions, 
** Hermeneiilda is angry at the prince, for talking 
*' yeilerday a good while with a woman, of whom (he 
^' had before declared ajealoufy ; this made her not ac- 
••^ company the queen, when (he went to vifit him. He 
" mufl not let her find that he knows this ; for I pro- 
*^ mifed her to fay nothing of it j fhc loves him fo truly, 

*« that 

** I was interrupted here by a thing which gives me 
^' the laft uneafinefs. One of my companions over- 
•* heard all the prince faid to the queen yefterday con- 
** cerning Gonial vb, to whom (he imparted it immedi- 
•" ately ; ihe related it to me as the mod aftonifhing and 
*' difmal piece of news I could hear. It is impoffiblc 
*' but Gonfalvo mufl fufpeA you know fomething of th© 
** prince's defigns, and unravel the truth in a great 
'* meafure. And what difficulties may this produce! 
*« The thought of it troubles me fo much, that I do not 
«* know what I do. I have writ to him, that I cannot 
** meet him this evening ; for I dare not run the hazard 
*' of talking with him, becaufe you have not feen him ' 
" iince, nor given me inflru£lions what to fay. Adieu, 
** Judge the difturbance I am in." 

I was fo overwhelmed upon reading this letter, that I 
knew not what I faid or did. My rage and frenzy were 
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raifed to the higheft pitch,, at the treacheries I had be- 
fore difcoveredj but thoft fentiments were too w€ak 
and common for this, which a mere accident Had now 
brought to light. I Hood without fpeech or motion for 
a long while, in a wild confuiion of thought, and Was 
overborne with the torrents of my grief. 

Are you unfaithful to me, Nugna Bella ? I then cried 
out at once : Do you add to your change of mind the 
outrage of deceiving me, and of confcnting I fhould be 
deceived by him whom next yourfelf 1 l6ved the beft ? 
Thefearetbo many misfortunes at a time, andatre of fuch 
■a nature, that it would be more fhamdfiil'to refill them, 
than to iink under them. I yield to a cruelty of the nioft. 
deadly kind that ever man endured, I' had power aiid 
refolutions of revenge againft an ungrateful prince, and 
an unfaithful friend 5 but T have none againft Nugna 
Bella. I was more happy in her than in all • the world 
befides ; lince fhe abandons me, all is indifferent to me» 
and I renounce a rfeven^e which can give me no joy^ 
Not long fmce I was the firft man in the whole kingdom, 
by my father's greatnefs and my own, and by the favour 
of my prince. I thought myfelf loved by thofe'who 
were dear to me. But Fortune has left me ; 1 am de- 
ferted by my mailer, deceived by my filler, betrayed 
by my friend ; I have loft my miftrefe, and loft her by 
my friend 1 Is it pfolTible, fNugna Bella, that you have 
forfaken me for Ramirez ? Is it poflibld Ramirez (hould 
defire to take you from afman who loved you fopaf^ 
fibnately, and by whom hq was himfelf fo tenderly be- 
loved I Muft I then lofe yoii by one anothier, and with* 
out fo much as the flender confolation of having one ot 
you left to whom I can make my complaint I . 

Thafe bitter reflexions overfet my reafonl The leaft 
. of the misfortunes which befel me that day was fuffiti- 
ent to have opprefled me with mortal forrow : but fucK a 
multitude together amazed and confounded tne, and I 
khew not which to turn my thoughts upon* He, who . 
brought nie N\igna Bella's letter, fent in to tell me he 
ilayed'for my anfwer; at which I waked as out of a 

dream* 
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dream^ and replied I would fend it to-morrow; and 
Cffdered every one to leave the room. 

I fet myfelf then to coniider the condition which I had 
been in, and in which I now was. So fevere an cxp^ 
iience of the inconftancy of Fortune, and the unfaithful- 
nefs of human kind infpired me with a deiign to re- 
aiounce. for ever all commerce with the world, and g« 
and end my life in a dcfart ; which my grief convinced 
ane was the only courfe I could t^e* I had no place 
whither I conld retire, unlefs to my father j I knew the 
•deiign he had to revolt ; but as defperate as I was, I 
<ould not fuffer myfelf to draw my (word againll a king 
^ho had never injured me^ If I had only been aban- 
doned by Fartone,.! could have fotmda. pleafure in op- 
po0ng her, and making her fee thatldeAirved what fhe 
bad, given me. But aft^ I was deceived hy fo many • 
perfons whom. I had loved fo highly, and in whom I 
thought myfelf fo fecure, what hope was there for me to 
flatter m3rfelf withal? Can I ferve a matter better,- faid 
li than I have ferved Don Garcia ? Can I love a friend 
better than I have loved Ramirez ? Can I have a greater 
paffion for a milbrefs than I have had for Nugna Bella ? 
Yet they have betrayed me ! I muft retreat, therefore, to 
bsde myielf from the treachery of men> and the dange* 
a^as power of women, 

Ai 2 had taken this refolutaon, I faw c<miing into the • 
Toom a ncian of quality and merit, called JOon Olmond, 
who always had a kindnefa for me. He was brother to 
Elvira, who had informed me of the prince's falfhood, 
and by whom be underftood what Don Garcia had faid « 
to.the^qiieen. He was extremely furprifed to difoern in 
my csOBntenance the marks of fuch an extraordinary emo» 
tion and forrow. He knew me too well, to imagine 
Fortnnealone conidgive me fomuch pain ; he fuppofed, 
however, I was concerned at the prince's^ treachery, and - 
began to comfortme. I had always loved Don Olmond, 
and ferved him apos ieteral occafions, though I had 
given Ramiisz the prcfevenae in every thing. The in-^^ 
<:-:; .. gratitude 
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gratitude of the laft^made me fenfible now of the injuf- 
tice I had done Don Olmond ; to repair it, or perhaps 
t& eaffe myfelf by complaining, I difcovered to him my 
prefent iituation, and all the treacheries I had fufiered. 
He was fufficiently aftonilhed ; but not fo much as I ex- 
pefted at the falfhood of Nugna Bella. — His fifler, he 
(aid, when fhe told him what fhe had over-heard, add-: 
, cd, that Nugna Bella's mind towards me was certainly 
changed, and that fhe concealed from me a great many 
things. — See, Don Olmond, faid I, (hewing him her 
letter, fee here her change, and the things, fhe concealed 
from me. She has fent me this letter, inftcadof one ihe 
had writ me ; for this is plainly addreifed to Don Ra« 
mirez. Don Olmond was fo touched with my condi- 
tion, and thought my misfortune fo exceffive, that he: 
did not undertake to comfort me, but left me to dis- 
burden my grief by complaining. — Had I not reafoir, 
faid I, to de£re to know Nugna Bella before I loved herf 
But I mention an impoffible thing ; women are never 
known ; they do not know themfelves ; "and it is certain 
occafions which determine the fentiments of their hearts. 
Nugna Bella thought fhe loved me, but fhe only loved 
my fortune ; and perhaps fhe loves nothing elfe in Don 
Ramirez : yet has fhe not, cried I, faid any words to me 
for fome time, but what he permitted her to fay. It 
was to my rival that I complained of the change which 
he himfelf had produced. He pleaded for himfelf, while 
I thought he was pleading for me. Is it pofhble that I ~ 
have been the objed of f^ outrageous a deceit ? and have 
Idefervedit? The perfidious wretch has betrayed me 
with Don Garcia ! I trufted my fifler with them, and 
they have engaged her with the prince ! The union which 
feemed to be between them, and which gave me fo 
much joy, was meant only to delude me ! Good Hea- 
vens, for what is your thunder referved, if not for per- 
fons fo unworthy to live ! 

After this violent tranfport of grief, the idea of the 
faithlefs Nugna Bella, which made me indifierent to all 
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my other fuiFerings, threw me into a fadacfs which was 
ferious, and without rage. I told Don Olmond my de- 
sign of retiring from the world. He was furprized at it, 
and oppofed It ; but I give him fuch proofs of my being 
*bfolutely determined, that he thought it was in vain to 
diflaade me, at Icaft in the. prefent moment, I took 
^atjewels were at hand, and both of us mounted on 
horfc-back in order to depart, before an order could be 
fent me to withdraw. We travelled- till fun-riling. 
Don Olmond conduced me to the houfe of a man who 
had lived with him, and whom he could trufl. I would 
fain have had him left me there, to ftay till night came 
on, to take the road I intended. After a long difpute, 
he faid he would leave me as 1 defired, provided I would 
promife to wait /or him there, while he went to Leon to 
learn what effeA my departure had produced ; for per- 
haps an alteration might have happened, which would 
canfe me to lay afide my refolution ; and therefore he 
begged me not to fet ibrward till he returned. I con- 
sented, upon condition he would not acquaint any body 
he had feen me, or knew where I was : but I yielded to 
it rather from an involuntary curiofity, to underlland 
after whatmanrierNugna Bella fpoke of me, than from 
-^thought that any thing could have happened which 
would relieve my misfortunes. 

Go then, faid I, my dear Olmond, fee Nvigna Bella ; 
and, if it is poflible, difcover her fentiments by your 
lifter : endeavour to find how long it is Ihe has ceafed to 
love me, and whether ihe has not forfaken me> becaiifa 
I am caft off by. Fortune. Don Olmond ailured me he 
would do all I defired. In two days hfe returned v/ith 
news, which he thought would induct me to alter ny 
defign. 

Nobody, he faid, knew the reafon of my departure. 
The prince,, as well as Don Ramirez, pretended 'to b* 
wonderfully concerned, and the king believed I v/:\s 
;gone by agreement with the prince, his fon. Kt? told 
me, he had fcen his fifler, and that all 1 iUfpeJled wa.- 
Vol. I. ' D ' troe; 
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true ; that the particulars of what he had heard would 
only increafe my griefs, and therefore he prayed me not 
to require him to relate them. I was not in a condition 
to fear an augmentation of my diftrefs, and that which 
he would have fupprefled was the only thing I had a cu- 
riofity to know ; and therefore I in treated him to con- 
ceal nothing, .1 will not repeat the whole of what he 
told me, having already mentioned tJie greater part, in 
order to make my ftory the more methodical. It was 
by him I was apprifed of all thofe things which, you 
have {een, were unknown to me at the time when they 
were tranfafted- I fhall only fay, his fifter informed 
him, that the evening before my departure, when (he 
came out from the queen's apartments where Nugna 
Bella had not been (een, ihe went to feek for her at her 
lodging ; (he found her all in tears, with a letter in her 
hand; they were both ftruck . with furprize, but upon 
diiFerent accounts. After a long filence,. Nugna Bella 
locked the door, and told her, fhe was going to trull her 
with the whole fecret of h^r life ; intreating her to pity 
her, and comfort her in the moft miferable condition 
that any one had ever known. She then difclofed all 
that had pafled between the prince, Don Ramirez, niy 
lifter, and herfelf> in the manner ^I have related;' that 
Don Ramirez had fent her back the letter (he had in her 
hand, becaufe it was written to me, and that I had met 
with that which was for Ramirez, and had thereby dif- 
covered every thing they had concealed from me-fo long* 

Elvira told her brother, fhe never faw a perfon fo 
tit)ubled and afflifted as Nugna Bella. She was afraid 
I fhould inform the king of the affair between my lifter 
and the prince ; that I fhould caufe Ramirez to be ba- 
nifhed the court, and oblige her alfo to retire : that be- 
yond all, fhe dreaded the fhame .of my reproaches ; and 
the treacheries fhe had been guilty of towards me, made 
her hate me mortally. 

You may imagine wha^ Don Olmond told me did not 
diminiih my uneaiinefs^ <$r make itie change my intention. 

He 
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He preifed me, with an ex!!raordinary zeal of friendfhip, 
.to fulFer him to follow me, and bear me company in the 
defart whither I was going ; but I denied hinr {b pe- 
remptorily, that in fhort we parted. He left me, upon 
condition that whatever place I was in, I fhould fend 
Mm tidings of my ibite. He returned to Leon, and £ 
fet forward to embark at the firft port I came to. But 
when I was alone, and refleded upon my calamities, the 
remainder of my life feemed fo painful a load to endure, 
that I refolved to go and feek after death in the war be- 
tween the king of Navarre and the Moors. I went only 
hy the name of Theodpric ; and was unhappy enough 
to find a glory I did not deiire, inilead of Death for 
which Twifhed. A peace being concluded, I refumed 
my firft defign, and the meeting with you has turned an 
affrightful foUtude, which I was cxpeflmg, into a moli 
agreeable retreat, 

I found here the repofe and tranquillity I loft : and 
though ayibition fometimes revived in my foul, the ex- 
perience I have had of the inconftancy of Fortune taught 
me to deipife it; and my love for Nugna Bella was fo 
efiaqed by the contempt (he had raifed in me, that I can 
fay, I had no afieftion remaining, though I have the 
atmoft grief. But the fight of Zayde has taken away^ 
even the melancholic quietude I began to enjoy, and I 
am plunged into new misfortunes, much more cruel than. 
thofe I have already fulFered. 

Alphonfo ftood amazed and charmed at Gonfalvo's 
ftory. I had formed before, faid he, a great idea of 
ypur merit and your virtue ; but I own what I have no*,v 
he^rd is beyond what I expeded. — I ought rather to feai*, 
answered Gonfklvo, that i^have leiTened the good opinion 
yoa had of me», in letting you fee how eafily I was de* 
cfeived. But I was. young; and was ignorant of the 
frauds of a court, and incapable of pradifing them ; I 
had never loved arty but Nugna Bella, and jay love for 
her made me think our paifion.could never expire ; fo 
D a that- 
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^hat I had no manner of cfiftruft either concerning my 
friendlhip or love.— -You can never fecure yourfelf, re^ 
plied Alphonfo, from being deceived, but by being 
naturally fufpicious ; your fufpicions alio, though ever 
fo well founded, would have feemed unjult, becaufethe 
perfons who deceived you, never gave you an occaflofi 
.of diffidence before, and managed their deceit fo de»- 
terouily,thatreafon did not allow one to fufpeft them. — 
Let us talk no more, faid Gonialvo, of my paft mii^ 
fortunes, I am fenfible of them no longer; Zayde has 
-made me forget them, and I wonder I have been able to 
repeat them to you fo exaftly. But remember, I never 
thought I could have been touched by one, wh'ofe mind 
twaS any way engaged ; and yet I admire Zayde, of 
f^vhom I know nothing bat that fhe is beautiful^ and is 
prepoflefTed in favour of another. Since I have been 
deceived in my opinion of Nugna Bella, whom I knew, 
what can I exped from Zayde, to whom I am a ftran- 
■ger? But what would I expeA from her, and what pre- 
tenlions can I have ? She is utterly unknown to me ; an 

* accident has caft her upon this ihore, and (he is impa- 
tient to be gone. I cannot detain her with juftice. If 
i fhould keep her here, fhould I be more happy? I 
Ihoudd fee her every day lamenting the man fhe loves, 
and calling him to rilind when ihc looks upon me. Ah ! 
Alphon/a, what an evil is jealoufy ! Ah \ Doft Garcia, 
thou wafl in the right ; there are no paffions but thofe 
which flrike us at once, and ru(h on us fuddenly by fur- 
priie.: All others are voluntary engagements which we 
freely bring upon ourfcives. A real inclination fcizcs 
lis in car own defpite ; and my love to Zayde is a t<M-- 
rent which hurries me on, without giving me a mo- 
ment's time to oppofe it. But Alphonib, added he, I 
have made yoti waile the night thus far in hearing my 
troubles, and it i$ but juft I ftiould now leave ydu to 
your repofe. 

• Here Alphonfo withdrew to his chamber, and Gon- 
felvo palled the rell of the night without fleep. The 

next 

Digitized by LjOOQIC >• 



Faut r. Z A Y D E. jj 

next day Zayde feemcdvery eager to find what (he lately 
iearched after ; but her care was all in vain. Gonfalvo 
Bever left her ; a thoufand times a day he forgot fne 
could not underfland him, nor return an anfwer ; and 
a&ed her the reafon of her concern, with the fame teii- 
dernefs and fear to oifend, as if (lie nnderftood him. 
But when he recollefted himfelf, and faw fhe could mi;ke 
him no reply, he endeavoured to relieve his mind, by 
faying to her all that his pafiion infpired, 

I love you, beautiful Zayde, fuid he, ga7ing upon; 
her; I love you, I adore you, and have at Icrait the- 
pleafure.of telling you fo, without provoking your d:f- 
pleafure. All your actions convince mc, fuch a decla- 
ration would certainly offend you ; but the lover you 
lament has. undoubtedly talked to you of his love, aivJ 
you have frequently given him your ear. I will., 
charming Zayde, you could refolve my fufpicions* 

While he was fpeaking, flie turned feveral times to 
FeJima with furprize, as if to make her obfefve th.t 
perfbnal re/em blance which always drew her regajil. 
This was fuch an afHiClion to Gon{^vo> to think he had 
pat her in mind of his rival, that he would wiUingly 
have parted with his beauty and graceful mien, not lo- 
have had fuck a fikenefs ; and it troubled hhn fo deeply, 
that he could fcarcely bear to appear in her fight, chu- 
Ung rather te be deprived of feeing her, than refleft to^ 
ktr the image of the man fhe loved. And whenever ftie 
ieemed to look kindly ijpon him, he could Bsot bear it, 
becaufe he fancied it was not defigned to him. He left 
her, anclpafled feveral afternoons in the wood; but ftiU 
when he came back, fhe expreffed a greater coldnefs and 
dillurbance than ufual. At length, he fancied alfo h* 
perceived a certain inequality in her manner of treating 
him ; but as he could npt divine the caufe, he thoiij::ht 
her uneafincfi at being in a flrange place, occaiioned 
thefe alterations of humour. However, he plainly dif- 
cerned that her fir ft dejedlion began to abate. Felima 
was more forrowful than Zayde ^ but her forrow was. 
B 3 . always. 
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always the fame: (he feemedpcrfedliy overwhelmed, and 
to defire nothing but to be alone, and indulge her grief. 
Alphonfo often fpoke of it to Gonfalvo with wonder, 
and thought it ftrange fo exceiHve a melancholy had not- 
impaired her beauty. But Gonfalvo minded only to 
pleafe Zayde, and entertain her with the diverfions of. 
walking, hunting, and iifliing. She alfo contrived va- 
rious amufements, and bulled herfelf feveral days in: 
working a bracelet of her own hair, and having finifhed^ 
it, (he put it on with all the eagernefs which a new- 
finiflied work naturally occafions. The firft day fhe wore 
it, fhe happened to drop it in the \yood. Gonfalvo, who 
faw her walk out, went to fee after her, and as he pafTed 
along the fame path> found the bracelet, and prefently 
knew whofe it was. The finding it gave him a fenfible 
joy. It would have been a higher pleafure indeed to 
receive^ it from the hands of Zayde ; but as that was, 
v*'hat.he could never expciEl, he thought himfeif happy in 
owing it to chance. Zayde having now perceived hex: 
Icfsj came back to look for it in the place where ihe had 
been walking. She gave Gonfalvo to uncierftandAvhat, 
ilie had dropped, who expreffed a concern ;' but as forry 
as he was to make her uneafy, he could not bear to re- 
ftore a thing he fo dearly prized, ' He pretended, there- 
fore, to affill her in fearching for it, and at lafl perfuaded 
her to look no Ipngerin vain. As foon as he came into 
his chamber, he JuiTed the bracelet a thoufand times,^ 
and faflened to it a buckle of jewels of a confiderable 
value. Sometimes he took a walk before Zayde was 
fiirring, and when he thought himfeif in a place where 
no eye was upon him, he would unbind the bracelet to 
view it the better. - 

One morning as he was thus employed, and fat upon 
a rock which ran out into the fea, he heard fomebody 
> coming towards him ; and looking back in hafle, was 
furprifed to fee it was Zayde. He ftrove all he could 
to hide the bracelet; but was not nimble enough tob 
prevent her difcerning he had conveyed fomething out; 

of 



dbyGoogk 



P^RT !•• Z A" Y D^ E; 55 

of fight. He fancied fhe had feen it^ and ohferved fuch 
a coldnefs and dillike in her countenance, that he made 
no queftion but fhe was angry athis not having returned 
her the bracelet. He did not dare to look upon her, and 
was afi-aid ihe fignified that ihe detircd to have it again," 
and he had not the power to refolvehimfelf. She feemed 
fad and perplexed, and without heeding Gonfalvo, fat 
down upon the rock, and turned her face to the fea. 
Before fhe was aware, the wind blew away a veil (he had 
in her hand ; Gonfalvo flatted up to rccover it, and in^ 
rifing let fall the bracelet: he could not take it up for 
fear it had been feen ; Zayde turned about at Gonfalvo's 
noife, and fpying her bracelet, fnatched it up before he 
perceived it. He was extremely troubled when he faw it 
in her hands, both from defpair of getting it again, 
and from an apprehenfion of her refentmcnt. However, 
he encouraged himfelf, feeing her no longer apt)ear dif- 
turbed or fretted, but, on the contrary, with an air of 
fwcctnefs ; and was no lefs touched with the hope he 
received from her -countenaace, than ; he had been the 
moment before with the dread of having difpleafed her. 
She viewed with admiration the, beauty of the buckle of 
jewels ; and having viewed it, took it off, and gave it 
to Gonfalvo, and kept the bracelet.. When Gonfalvo 
faw Zayde had given him back only the jewels, he 
turned to the fea, and cafl the buckle into the water with 
a fixed melancholic look, as if he had dropped it by 
chance. Zayde cried out, and ran to fee if it could not 
be recovered ; but he (hewed her it was impoffible ; and 
to prevent her mufing long upon what he had done, he 
gave her his hand to lead her down from the place where 
they flood. They w^nt along without minding each, 
other, and infenfibly fell into the path to Alphonfo'a 
houfe, and were in fuch mutual confuiion, that they 
feemed to wifh to be afunder. 

When Gonfalvo was returned to his chamber, he be- 
gan to coniider his adventure. Though Zayde had not 
fhewn ib mack anger as he expe^d^ he &.ncied the 
^ ^ 191 
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joy of finding the bracelet had removed her former un- 
eafincfs; which difpleafed him as much. Whatever 
flefire he had to get the bracelet again, he thought he 
fhould offend Zayde if he difcovered it, and this filled 
him ^ with all the grief which arifesfrom love, when it 
is without hope^ All the confblation he had was to* 
cDmplaitt to Alphonfo, and to bkme himfelf for hi«^ 
\5i'eakneft in loving Zayde. 

You accufe yourfelf unjuftly, faid Alphonfo to tittt 
fcmetimes; it is no eafy thing to defend one's felf iff the 
middle of a defart, againil a beauty fo great as that of 
Zayde. It is as much as you could do in the middle of 
a court, where other beauties would give you a diverfiott, 
or ambition, at leaft^ would divide your lieart..— But, can 
am-n lovj, . anfw cred Gonfalvo, without hope ? And 
Kow can I liope to be Jjoved again, iince I cannot even 
tell her that I Io\^ ? How Ihall i perfuade her, if I can- 
not tell her of it ? What adions of mine can afiure 
Zayde in a place where I fee no other, and where^I . 
have not the power of making her know it, that I pre- 
fer her to others ? How can I efface his idea in her mind 
whom fhe loves ? This fs to be done only by making my 
perfon appear agreeable ; and it is my ill fortune that 
my face revives in her the remembrance of her lover. 
All, my dear Alphonfo, do not flatter me ; I have cer- 
tainly forfeited my reafon in loving Zayde ; in loving 
her fo much as I do, and not remembering, at the fame 
time, I have loved another, and have been deceived. 
— I believe, faid Alphonfo, that you never loved any 
other, becaufe you never knew jealoufy, 'till fince you. 
have loved Zayde. — I had no caufe given me, replied 
Gonfalvo, to be jealous of Nugna Bella, fhe underftood 
tie art of 'deceiving me fo well. — A man is jealous with- 
oijt caufe, faid Alphonfo, when he' is thoroughly in love. 
You find it' by your own experience ; refleft upon the 
grief you feel, when you fee Zayde in tears ; and con- 
nder how jealoufy has made you imagine fhe weeps for a 
lover, rather than a brother — I am convinced too well, 
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anfwcred Gonfalvo, that I love Zayde far more than t 
loved Nugna Bella. The ambition of. the laft, and hcr- 
application to the prince's aiFairs, had often^ cooled my 
love ; bat all that I fee in Zayde which- dilplfeafcs m*),, 
is the fufpicion that fixe loves a»other, and my not 
knowing her heart or fentimeivts, cannot weaken my 
pafiion. But, Alphoufij, in loving Zayde fo far beyond- 
Nugna Bella, I am ftill guilty of a greater madnefs.. 
The fate of my love to Nugna Bella, I confefs, was. 
barbarous ; yet every man who loves may have the like, 
I did not love her blindly ; 1 khew het ;- fhe loved no- 
other ; I pleafed her ; I was able to marry her v but 
Zayde, Alphonfo, but Zayde, who is ihe ? What pre- 
tenfions have I here ? And except her admirable beauty, 
which will excufe mei- does not every tlimg elfe coudcmi*^ 
me of the highefl folly I 

Gonfalvo had frequently fuch- converfations with Air 
phon(b:. his love incseafcd every day; and he could 
not forbear ^caking fo earneflly with his eyes, that he 
fancied he faw by thofe of Zayde, that fhe undeiilood. 
their language; and fometimcs he found. her in a certain. 
perplexity, which would not fufFer him to doubt it* As 
Hie coujd not make herfelf be underllood bywords, ij: 
was by her looks, in a manner, that ihe explained to Gon- 
falvo many of thofe things Ihc wanted to comraiuiicate ; 
but there was fomething fo lovely and fopaflronate ii> 
\l^t looks, that they picj;ced Gonialvo. ta the foul. 
Beautiful Z^yde,. faid he fometimes^ is it that you loi>k 
}ipon thofe you do not love ? What do yoa^ref€i:ve, then, 
jfiar that happy lover, whom I have the- misfortune to 
bring to your mind ? — If he had. not bc3R pireveatetLby 
this imagination, he would not have thoughtrhimfelf fo 
unfortunate ; and the anions q£ ZRyde ought not to 
have perfuiaded him that ihe regai-ded him only witli 
indifference, 

One day he left her, and for a moment walked by 

jh? fea-fide, after which he went towards a fo in tain ik 

a pleafant jiart of the w>od,. whither Zavt'.e ofteri re- 

D 5 ■ " forrtd,. 
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fbrted. As he came came t^ to it, he heard a found, 
and looking, through the trees, faw Zayde fitting with. 
Felima. The furprizal of this encounter gave Gonfalva 
the famejoy, as if he had happened to meet her after a 
whole yearns abfence. - He drew near the pla&, and 
though he made noife enough, fhe was fo eager in 
talking, that ihe never heard him. But when he ftood 
' before her, ftie feemed in the confulion of a perfon who 
had fpoke aloud, and was afraid ihe was overheard, 
not remembering Gonfalvo could not underfland her*. 
The emotion, this difturbance occafioned, in (bme fort 
heightened Tier beauty; and Gon(alvo,who fat down by 
her, was in a rapture, and threw himfelf fuddenly at 
her knees, with fo much paffion, that it was not neceiTary 
to know his words, to apprehend what he would exprefs. 
He thought fhe underftood them too well ; fhe blufhed, 
and making a motion with her hand,. which, feemed to 
put him away, fhe rofe up with a cold civility^ as if it 
were to oblige him to kneel no* longer in a place whick 
might do him hurt. Alphonfo in the fame moment 
paiTing along the walk, fhe went up to him, without 
turning her eyes toward Gonfalvo, who continued fixed 
in his poflure, and had no power 19 rife. , 

This, faid he to himfelf, is the manner in which fhe 
treats me^, when flie does not regard me as the pidlure of 
my rivaL You fix your eyes upon me, lovely Zaydc^ 
with fuch charms as might ravifh the whole world, when 
my face brings his to your mind ; but if I prefume to 
fhew I love you, then you not only give me looks of 
anger, but think me unworthy to he beheld. If atleaft 
I were^ able to make you underfland. that I know yoa 
lament a lover, I fliould be happy ; and my jealoufy, I 
©wn> would be revenged by the difturbance this wouldL 
caufe you. Yes, I would feem perfuaded that yoa 
love fomebody, in order to have the joy of knov/ing^ 
from yourfelf that you love none. - Ah ! Zayde, my 
revenge is interefted ; and defircs not fo much to offend 
you, as to give you an occafion of fatisfjing me. 

Thu» 
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Thus thinking, he took the path which led to the 
houfe, in order to quit the place where Zayde- was, and 
to be alone in a gzllery which he often viiited^ Her 
pondered there a long time, upon the means to make her 
know he fufpeded Ihe loved another ; but it was diffi- 
cult to contrive them, this being a thing which could not 
b^ comprehended without words. " After he had tired 
bimfelf with thinking and walking, he was going out 
ef the gallery, when a painter who was employed t^ere 
upon feme pictures by Alphonfb, pfefled htmc very 
cameftly to view his work. Gonfalvo would fain have- 
been excufed ; but not to difoblige him, he flopped ta 
look upon the piece he had drawn. It was a. large 
pidure, in which Alphonfo had caufbd him to reprefenr 
the Tea as it appeared from his windo'.vs, and to render 
the prolpedl the more entertaining, he made him paint: 
it in a ftorm. On one fide were vQiTels periihing in thcr 
midft of the ©cean, and on the ether,. Ihips bulged 
againil the rocks ; Tome of the men were endeavouring; 
to five themfelves by fwimming ; others were- drowned,, 
and their bodies cafl afhore hy the waves uportw thsr" 
fand. This tempefl put Gonfah'X) in mindof 2ayde's. 
>fcreck, and of a method to- let her underftand wh^t he- 
thought of her afiiidlion. He told the painter he mud: 
add feme figures to the piece, and reprefent^t the foot 
of one of the rocks a beautiful wcman.,« leaning over the: 
ccrpfe of a dead man llEetched upon the beach.. She wa* 
to weep as fhe beheld him ; and another' man was to be- 
Dcon his knees, flriving to perfuade her to leave the deai 
on*. The woman, without turning her eyes towards himi 
who was fpealdng to her, lliouid put him av/ay with one: 
of her hands, ''and wipe her tears with the other. The* 
painter promifed Gbnfalvo to follow his directions, and 
began to . defign the fubje^l^ . Gonfalvo was fatisfied,.^ 
and begged him to ufe all the application he could ; and 
then leaving the gallery,, went to find outZayde j for iiv 
defpite of his relentment, he could not be abfent from?- 
her longt but he was informed flie had fhutherfdf up 
D 6 vn. 
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in her chr.mber, as fcon as fhe came back from Iwr 
walk, and he could not fee her the whole day. He-was 
grieved and fretted, and feared Ihe hid herfelf from him 
to punifti him for what he had prefumed to intimate tm- 
her. The next day fhe feemed more ferioos than ordi- 
nary ; but afterwards, ihe was as fhe ufed to be. 

In the mean time, the painter proceeded upon whar 
Gonfalvo had ordered, and Gonfalvo waited with impa- 
tience till it was finiflied ; and as foon as it was done, 
he led Zayde into the gallery, as if to divert her with 
feeing the painter work. At firll he (hewed her the . 
pidures which were finifhed, and then caufed her ta 
view with attention that of the fea, which was now in 
hand. He pointed out to her the young woman 
weeping over the dead man, and when he found it en- 
gaged her eyes, and that flie feemed to know the rock 
was that upon which fhe often walked, he took the 
painter's pencil, and wrote the name Zayde under the^ 
woman, and that of Theodoric below the young man 
upon his knees. When Zayde read what he had wrote, 
fhe blufhed ; and looking on him in anger, fnatched a 
pencil and wiped out the figure of the dead man, whom 
fhe rightly judged Gonfalvo accufed her of lamenting. 
Though he well knew he had difpleafed her, it was a 
won4lr£ul joy to him to fee her expunge the piflure of 
him whom he believed fhe loved : and though he might 
fancy this action of Zayde was rather an effed of her 
dx^h^fure, than a proof of her not lamenting any one; 
yiet he confidered, that after the love he had exprefTed t# 
heft, file did him an extraordinary favour in being un-> 
willing to kt him believe fhe loved another. But the 
Asnder. hope this refledHon gave him« could not entirely 
^pprefs his fears. 

Alphonfb,. who was blinded by no paffion, judged oF 
the fbntiments of Zayde very differently from Gonfalvo. 
1 find,, faid he to him, that you were wrong in thinking 
yourfelf unhappy. You are fo, undoubtedly, in loving 
€iic w host in ail probability you cannot marry ; bat yoa 



dbyGoogk 



PahtI. Z a Y D E. 6i 

sffe not unhappy in the manner you imagined ; for ap- 
pearances are very deceitful, if Zayde does not love you 
iincerely. — It i§ true, anfyvered Gonfalvoj if I may 
judgjc of her fentiments by her looks, I may flatter my^ 
felf with fome hope. But, as I have told you, (he 
looks on me for the fake of that refemblancc, which 
creates me fo much jeaioufy. — I do not know, replied 
Alphonfo, whether your notion of this matter is ex- 
si&ly true ; but if I were in his place, whom you believe 
(he laments, I ftiould not be eafy, that my likeneis 
made her behold any other perfon with fuch favourable 
eyes ; nor is it poilible the idea of another (hould pro* 
duce thofe fentiments which Zayde" has towards 
you. 

Hope is natural to lovers ; if fome of Zayde's actions 
had kindled it in Gonfalvo before, this difcourfe of 
Alphonfo blew it into a flame. He thought now that 
he faw Zayde did not hate him, and this gave him an 
uncommon joy; but his joy did not continue long. 
He fancied he owed all the regard fli^ fliewed him, to 
his refemblance of his rival ; and that having loft a 
man whom flie highly loved, flie had a tendernefs for 
■ another who was like him. His love, his jeaioufy and 
his honour could not approve ah inclination, which did 
not arife originally from himfelf, but from an affe^on 
ihe had firft had for another. Though Zayde loved 
him, he fuppofed fhe only loved his lival in him j 
in fliort, he perceived he fliould be unhappy, though 
he were even aflTured of being loved. However, he could 
not but difcern with pleafure, in the manner of this 
'beautiful ftranger's behaviour, an air very different from 
what flie had formerly fliewn ; and the paflion he had 
for her was fo violent, thatwhatever he believed was the 
cyccalion of thofe marks of inclination, it was impofllble 
not ro receive them with tranfport. 

One day, when the weather was very fine, feeing ftie 
did not ftir out of her chamber, he went thither to know 
if flie would not take a walk. She was writing ; and 

* though 
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though he made a noife at entering ' the room, he came 
up to her without being perceived, and ftood to obferve 
what fhe wrote. She turned her head by chance, and 
feeing Gonfalvo, blufhed, and hid the writing, with an 
emotion which gave Gonfalvo no little trouble ; for he 
prefumed fhe could not be fo deeply engaged, and fo fur- 
prifed, about a letter which had nothing myfterious in 
it. This thought made him uneafy ; he withdrew, and 
fought for Alphonfo to reafon vnih him about an ad~ 
venture, which filled him with imaginations extreirieiy 
- different from what he had had till then. Having look- 
ed after him fome time, and not finding him, at once a 
fit of jealoufy carried him back to Zayde's apartment f 
he went in, but fne was not there, being retired into a 
clofet with Felima. He faw a written paper lying upon- 
the table half- folded, and could not refift his curiolity. 
to look into it ; he opened it, not queltioning but it was 
the fame he faw Zayde writing juft before. In the pa- 
per he found the bracelet of hair fhe had lately recover- 
ed from him, and as he was holding that and the paper 
in his hand, fhe came in, and ran diredlly to him to take 
them away : Gopfalvo drew fome fleps backwards, as 
if he deflgned to keep them, but with a fubmiflive gef-- 
ture, as entreating her leave to do it. Zayde gave him, 
to underfland, fhe would have them from him, and v/ith 
an air of fo much authority, that it was impoflible for a. 
man fo in love not to obey. It was with the utmofl pain, 
however, that he reHored to her a thing which he be- 
Keved fhe intended for another. He could not conquer 
his concern, but rufhed haflily out of that chamber, and' 
retired to his own. He found Alphonfo there, who was 
come to fee for him, having heard the other had beea 
enquiring after him. When tRey were feated ; — I am. 
much more unhappy, my dear Alphonfo, faid he, thaa 
I thought : This rival, whom I am jealous of, though 
I believed him. dead, yet is certainly not dead : I have' 
jufl now catched Zayde writing to him 4 I faw the brace- 
let fhe took from me ; fhe is fending it to him, and there- 

« fbrct 
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fore (he mud have heard news of him ; and iHuft have 
ibme body in (ecret to carry him news from her : 'in a 
word, all my hopes of fuccefs were imaginary^ and pro-* 
' €eeded from my raifinterpreting Zayde's adlions. She 
had reason to blot out the image of a dead man, whoni 
I fhewisd her fhe was lamenting, becaufe ihe knew he, 
for whom (he ihed her tears, was living. She had reaiba 
to be fo difpleafed at feeing the bracelet in my hands, 
and fo joyful in recovering it, iince ihe had made it for' 
another. Ah ! Zayde, it is cruel to fuiFer me to hope ; 
for, in truth, you fufFcr me, and your lovely eyes do nQt 
forbid it. Gonfalvo's, grief was fo great, that he could 
fcarcely pronounce thefe words. Alphonfo, having 
given him time to compofc himfclf, defired he would 
inform him how he came to know what he had now re- 
lated, and whether Zayde had in a moment found means> 
to make herfelf underftood. Upon which Gonfalvo told 
him the confufion fhe was in, when he furprifed her in 
writing ; how he found the bracelet in the paper (he 
had wdt; and how (he forced it out of his hands. la 
ihort, Alphonfo, faid he, one is never troubled fo for an 
indifferent letter : Zayde has no correfpondents here,^ 
nor any affairs ; nor can (he write with fuch earneflnefs, 
but concerning what paffes in her own heart, and it wa« 
not to me that (he wrote : what now would yoi^have me 
think concerning that which I have feen ? — I would not 
have yoju, replied Alphpnfo, imagine things fo impro- 
bable, and which give you fo niuch pain. Becaufe* 
Zayde bluflxed, when you furpri(ed her in writing, you^ 
believe (he was waiting to. yo^r rival ; and for my part^ 
I believe, ihe loves you enough to WuIJl every time yoa 
come in upon her by furprize. Perhaps (he wrote what 
you.iaw, with no other "d^ngn than to divert heHclf;; 
ihe did not leave it with you, becaufe it (ignrfied no^ 
thing, fince you could UQt ^undecfland it ; ^nd if (h9 
took the bracelet from you, I own, I 4o not wonder at 
it ; and though I am ^tisfi^.fhe loves you, I believe 
hsr prudent enopgh uq%, to^l^ willing ^ g^ve a braoele^ 
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of her owii hair to a man per fe^y unknown. Alphonfo^ 
faid, Gonfalvo, you take a pIcaTure in deceiving me ; 
fay what you will, it was to a lover only fhe was writing r 
and I ihould be happy, if (after what I have feen) I 
could be in that uncertainty which I complained of as the 
greatcft misfortune. Alphon(b gave him (o many reafons- 
to perfuade him his inquietude had no foundation, 
that at laft he in a manner made him eafy ; and Zayde, 
who was going to walk out, compleated his peace ; for 
fteing them at a diftance, fhe came towards them with 
fo much fweetnefs, and with a look fo winning to Gon- 
falvo, that ihe diffipated a great part of thofe terrible 
anxieties fhe had raifed in his mind before. 

The time he had appointed for her departure, which' 
was when the fhips failed from Tarragona to Africk, 
began to approach, and ftruck him with a mortal for- 
row. He could not refolve to let her' go, and as unjufV 
as it was to detain her, he needed all his reafon and his 
virtue to forbear it. — I fhall now deprive my felf, faid he 
to Alphonfo, of 2Jayde for ever. This will be a fare- 
well without hope of a return. I fhall not know in 
what part of the world to feek her ! She defigns to go to 
Africk ; but fhe is no African ; and I am ignorant in 
what country fhe was born. I will follow her, Alphon- 
fo, though in following her I never hope for the hap- 
pinefs of finding her ; though I know her virtue and 
the cuftoms of Africk will not permit me to be near her 
pcrfon, I will go at leafl to end my miferaWe life in the 
place where fhe inhabits, and there will be fweetnefs in 
breathing the fame air. I am a wretch who no longer 
have a country of myowAj chance has kept me here,, 
and love fhall carry me away. 

Gonfalvo flood fixed in his refblutidnp, notwithfhind- 
ing any pains Alphonfo took to divert him' from it. He 
was more uaeafy than ever at net being able to under- 
fland Zayd*, ror be uncerflood by htr; and refle6ting 
upon the letter he hal feen her write, her fancied it wat 
iviitia Greckxhara6t:-rs; and though he was hot.cer* 

taiiw 
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tain of it," his impatience to be informed, put him upon 
going to Tarragona, to meet with fomc body who knew 
that language. He had feat thither feveral times to pro- 
cure an interpreter ; but not being fure what language 
it was Zayde fpoke, he could not direft the meffengers 
what country-man to afk for ; thofe he employed on this 
errand, therefore, not fucceeding, he now refolved to go 
thither himfelf. It was a difficult undertaking; be-- 
caufe he mull thereby expofe himfelf in a large town to- 
the hazard of being known, and muft leave Zayde"^: 
but his defire to be able to converfe with her, made him 
negleft all thefe confiderations. He endeavoured to 
make ker und^rfiand that he was going to feek an in- 
terpreter, and difguifmg himfelf as well as he could, he 
went to Tarragona, and repairing to the quarter where 
the foreigners were, found a great number ; but their 
language was not tJiat of Zayde: he enquired if there 
was no one who underilood the Greek' tongue ; the per- 
son he fpoke to^ anfwered in Spanifh, he belonged to 
one of the Iflands of Greece. Gonfalvo deiired him to 
fjpeak his tongue ; he did, and Gonfalvo knew it was 
the fame as Zayde's. By good luck his affairs not con- 
fining him to Tarragotta, he agreed to accompany 
Gonfalvo, who gave him a premium beyond his wiihes. 
They fet out the next morning by break of day, and 
Gonfalvo efteem'd himfelf more happy in haying an in- 
terpreter, than if he had won the crown of Leon. 

While they were travelling, he began to inform him- 
felf in the language ; tlie firft words he learned were,-— 
I love you ; — and when he thought he fhould be able 
to fpeak to Zayde, and that fhe would underftand 
him, he believed he ftiould be miferable no more. 
He arrived early at Alphonfo's houfe, and met him • 
taking . the air, and imparting to him his joy, aflted 
where Zayde was. She had gone out a pretty while ago, 
Alphonfo told him, to walk by the fea-fide. Gonfalvo 
haftened thither with his interpreter ; and went direiSlly 
to the rock where flie ufed to be j he wonder'd fhe wa* 
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not there ; however, he was not much ajarmed, but purr-, 
fued his fearch as far as to the harbour, which (he fome- 
times reforted to, and then returned to the houfe, and 
from thence to the wood ; and all in vain. He fent to 
every place where he thought fhe might be, a and aot- 
finding her, began to prefage his misfortune. Night 
came on without his being able to get any Tidings ; he 
was frantic at his lofs, and fearing ferae unhappy ac-r 
cident, blamed himfelf for having left her; and was- 
afflided beyond expreflion. He ranged about the fields 
ajl night with torches, and though he had no hope to , 
meet her again,* he would not give over feeking; he 
called feveral times at the fifliermen's hutts, to aflc if they . 
had feen her, and could hear no news. But in th«. 
morning, two women, who were returning from the 
cottage where they had lain the night before, inforpied 
him, that as they left their hovel, they perceived at a- 
diftance Zayde and Felima walking by the fea-fide; 
that in the mean while a floop arrived upon the coail, . 
out of which fome me£ came afhore ; that Zayde and- 
Felima were , gone a good way olF, but 'the men calling . 
out toihemi they prefently turned back, and after they 
had talked together a great wMe, and ihewed by their 
aftions they were well enough pleafed to fee them, they 
went on board the floop, and put out to fea. 

Gonfalvo, at this, looked upon Alphonfo in fuch &• 
manner, as exprefled his grief much more than any 
words could do. Alphonfo was at a lofs what to fay to 
comfort him.. When the company was all withdrawn,. 
Gonfalvo breaking filence, I have loft Zayde, faid he, 
and have loft her in the moment when I was able to- 
make myfelf underftood. I « have loft her, Alphonfo, 
and it is her lover has carried her away, as you may 
eafily perceive by what thefe women have told us. For' 
Fortune would notieave me ignorant of the only thingi 
which could inflame my forrow for the lofs of Zayde. 
I have loft her for ever ; ihe is in the hands of a rival, 
and of a rival whom fhe loves : it was to him, un« 

doubtedly^ 
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doubtedly, that fhe wrote the letter I favr ; and the de- 
fig^ of it was to let him know the place where he Ihould 
meet her. This is too much ; this is too much ; my 
misfortunes would fufHce to make many miferable^ 
Indeed I fink under them^ and after having abandoned 
every thing, cannot bear to be tortured more in tlie 
depth of a defart,^ than I was in the middle of a court : 
Yes, Alphonfo, cried he, I am more wretched by the 
Ipfs of Zayde, than I was by all the lo/Tes I ever fuftained ; 
if I knew at leait whether I had pleafed her, or whether 
I was only indifferent to her, my calamity would not be 
fb infupportable ; and I ftiould underftamd what kind of 
grief I ought to embracer but, if I have pleafed Zayde, 
can I think of forgetting her; and ought I not to fpend.- 
my life in travelling the whole world to find her; and 
if ihe loves another, ought I not then to exert all my 
endeavours to drive her from my mind ? Pity me, Al 
phonfo ; try to make me believe that Zayde loved me,. 
or perfuade me lam indifferent to her. What, conti- 
nued he, if Zayde fhould love me, and I fliould never? 
fee her more 1 This would be a misfortune beyond be- 
ing hated by her. But it is impoffible I fhould be un- 
liappy, if Zayde loves n»e. Alas 1 I was jufl coming 
to know her the v^ry moment I have loft her, and what- 
ever care fhe had taken to difguife, I fhould have dif- 
covered her mind ; I fhould have found out the caufe of, 
all her tears, I fhould have learned her country, her- 
fortune^ and her. adventures, and have underflood whe- 
ther I ought to follow her, and where to feek her. 

Alphonfo could make him no reply, not being able 
to determine what to anfwer, in order to afTuage his 
forrow. But having reprefented that he was not then in 
a proper condition of mind to take a refolution, and that 
he fliouid fummon up his reafon to help him to fupport 
his misfortunes, he obliged him to. go back with him 
to his houfe. As foon as Gonfalyp was ia his chamber^ 
he called .for his interpreter, to explain fome word^ 
which he remembered had been ufed by Zayde. The 

inter- 
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interpreter explained Several, and among them thofc" 
which Zayde had often fpoke to Fclima, when ftie look- 
ed upon him. He explained them fo, that Gonfalvo* 
was certain he was not deceived, in believing (he fpoke 
of fome refemblance, and no longer doubted it Was 
Zayde*6 lover whom he refc»nibled. Upon this he fent' 
for the women who had feen her go away, to know of 
tftem, if among the men, who carried her off, there 
was not one very like himfelf. But they could not fa- 
tisfy his curiofity ; for the women were too far off, when 
they faw tliem, to diftinguiffi any features ; they only 
feid there was one whom Zayde embraced. Gonfalva 
could not hear thefe words without abandoning himfelf 
to defpair, and refolving to feek. out Zayde, and kill 
her lover before her eyes, Alphonfo fet before him the 
injuflice and impofSbility of his defign ; that he had no 
right over Zayde ; that (he was engaged ^ith this lover 
before /he had feen him ; that perhaps he was her huf- 
band ; that he knew riot in what part of the -world to' 
liDok for her ; and if he found her, it would probably 
be in a place wheie his rival would have too much 
authority for him to execute what his rage prompted him- 
to undertake. What would you have me do then ? re- 
plied Gonfalvo : Do you think it poffible I can live in 
the condition I am now in ? I would have you, faid 
Alphonfo, bear this, which is a calamity relating t<y 
love only, as you have already borne the evils which 
belonged both to love and' fortune. — My having en- 
dured fo much, cried Gonfalvo, makes me that I can- 
bear no more : I will go feek out Zayde, to know from 
herfelf that (he loves another, and die at her feet. Yet 
no ; I will not, added he : I fhould deferve my mifery, 
if I went to feek her, after (he has left me in fuch a 
manner. No ; I will not follow you, Zayde. I yield 
to your arguments,^ Alphonfo, and fee I have nothing 
to do, but to linifh^ as fooa as I can, the remainder of 
a miferable lifet 

He 
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He feemed fixed in i^s refolution^ which /bmewhat 
■quieted his {pirits ^ * but his melancholy was fuch^ not- 
^ithftanding, that it moved compaiHon ; he {pent whole 
days in the places where he had feen Zayde, as if he 
were looking after her there. He kept his interpreter 
to teach- him the Greek tongue; and though he was 
•perfuaded he fliouid fee Zayde no more, it was a pleafure 
to him to know if he were to fee her, he was able to un- 
^eriland her. In a (hort time he learned that which 
<oft others feveral years. JBut when this employment 
was at an end, which had a fort of relation to Zayde, 
he was more dejedled than before. 

He often reflefted upon the feverity of his fate ; which, 
after it had overwhelmed him with fo many troubles at 
Leon^ made him feel one incomparably more touch- 
ing, in depriving him of the perfon, who was 
dearer alone to him than the fortune, the friend, and 
the miftrefs he had loft. As he was obferving this un- 
happy difference between his paft diftreifes and the pre- 
fent, the promiie he made Don Olmond to let him hejir 
from him, came into his mind; and as painful as it 
. was to think on any thing but Zayde, he judged he 
owed this token of gratitude to a man, who had cx- 
preffed fo great a friendihip to him. , He would not in- 
'4brm him exadlly of the place where he was ; and only 
^nt to deiire he would write to Tarragona ; that his re- 
treat was not far off; that he was now without ambition, 
and had no more refentment again ft Don Garcia, nor 
haitied to Ramirez, nor love for Nugna Bella, and yet 
'^at he was more wretched than when he left Leon. 

Alphonfo was moved at Gonfalvo's condition ; he 
-was never from him, and attempted all" he could to mo- 
derate his ai&i^flion. Y6u have loft Zayde, faid he ; 
and as unhappy as you are, there is one fort- of infelicity, 
at leaftj of which yo« are ignorant. To be the caufe 
of your own misfortunes, is an unhappinefs you have 
racver known, and is what will torture me eternally. If 
it will be any confolation, purfued he, to learn by ray 

example. 
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example, that you may ftill be more unhappy than you 
are, I am willing to recite to you the accidents of my 
life, whatever grief the fad remembrance of them may 
give me. Gonfalvo could not forbear fhewing fuch at 
defire to know what had obliged him to confine himfelf 
to a defart, that to anfwer his curioiity, and convinge 
him he was the more miferable of the two« Alphonfp 
thus began the hiilory of his troubles. < 



TriE HISTORY OF ALPHONSp 
AND BELASIRE. 



"VOU know, fir, that I am called Alphonfo Ximenes; 
•*- and that my family has fome luftre in Spain, by 
being defcended from the firft Kings of Navarre. As X 
defign only to make a relation of my lad misfortunes, I 
will not prefei^t you with an account of my whqle life. 
Several paflages in it were remarkable enough ; 1>ut 
fince, 'till the tinje I am (peaking of, I had been un- 
happy merely by the fault of others, and not my .own, 
I ihall pafs them over, and only fay, I have experienced 
an anguiih equal to any thing which the treachery and 
inconftancy of women is able to inflift. I was far from 
defigning to love any woman, and thought fuch engage- 
ments very uneafy ; and though there were a great many 
beauties in the court, wh6 would have been pleafcd with 
me,, I had only that refpe£t for them which is due to the 
fex. My father, who was then living, wiflied to fee 
me married, from the chimera, ^ihich is fo common to 
moft people, of defiring to keep up their name. I had 
no averiion to marriage ; but my knowledge of tibe 
women made me refolve never to marry a beauty ; and 
after having fuffered fo much by jealoofy^ I had no mind 

to 
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to run the haz^d of feeling that of the lover and of the 
hafband together. I was iii this difpofition, when my 
father told me one day, that Belafire, the daughter of 
the count of Guevarre, was come to court : that fhe was 
very confiderable, both oh account of her fortune and 
her birth, and that he was ambitious to have her for a 
daughter-in-law. His wifh, I aivfwer'd, was in vain ; 
for I had heard of Belafire before, and knew nobody 
had ever been able to pleafe her ; that I knew alfo fhe 
was handfome, which was enough to make me have no 
thought of marrying her. He afeed me, whether I 
had feen her : I anfwered, that all the times of her 
coming to court I was abroad in the army, and I knew 
her only by report.— I defire you will fee her then, faid 
he ; and if I were as certain of your being able to pleafe 
her, as I am that fhe will induce y^bu to change your 
refolution of never marrying a handfome woman, I 
fhould have no doubt of your making her your own. 

A few days after I found Belafire with the queen : I - 
defired her name, not queftiohing but it was flie ; and 
Ihe afked me mine, believing alfo that I was Alphonfo. 
'We both of us guelTed what we had enquired, and 
readily gave one another our right names, and talked 
together with a freer air than became ua in a firft con- 
verfation. I found Belafire's perfon extremely charming, 
and her wit far beyond what I had imagined. I was 
aihamed, I told her, hot to have known her fooner ; but 
I (hould be very glad to know her no longer, being fenlible 
how extravagant it was to dream of pleaiing her, and 
how difficult -^not to defire it ; adding; that as hard as 
it was to come at her heart, I fhould certainly form fuch 
a deiign, if ihe ever ceafed to be handfome ; but while 
ihe continued as fhe was, I would not undertake it for 
my life. I begged her alfo to afTure me, that it was 
impofiible to gain her love, left a falfe hope fhould be- 
tray me to alter -my refolution of never making my 
addrefTes to a beautiful woman. 

This 
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This converfation, which had fomething unufual in 
tt, happened to pleafe Belailre. She fpoke very favour- 
ably of me ; and I fpoke of her as of a perfon in whom 
I found a certain amiablenefs and merit fuperior to other 
women. I enquired with the utmoft care who were her 
admirers ; and was informed the count de Lare had been 
in love with her violently,, that his paffion had continued 
a long time, that he was killed in the army, having 
throwh himfelf headlong into danger, after he had loft 
all expectation of marrying her. I was told alfo fcve- 
ral others had tried the experiment, but in vain ; and 
that it was now given over as a thing which every one 
was perfuaded could never be accomplilhed. This im- 
poffibility, I have mentioned, made me apprehend a 
mighty pleafure to myfelf in furmounting it* I had no 
defign, however, to attempt it; but Ifaw Belaiire as often 
as I could ; and as the court of Navarre is not fo rigid 
aa that of Leon, I eafily found opportunities. 

I thought my converfation did not offend her, and 
that (he was pleafed with my wit, becaufe (he found I 
was^ fuificiently convinced of her's. As fhe had a con- 
fidence in me, which allowed me a perfeft liberty of 
fpeech, I entreated her to let me know the reafons of 
her refufing fo inflexibly thofe who had addreffed hef, 
I will anfwer you iincerely, faid fhe ; I was born with an 
averfion to marriage, the bonds of it always feemed too 
feverc. I thought it was only a precipitate paffion which 
could blind people fo far, as to negleft the reafons which 
arj? Tigainfl fo troublefbme an engagement. You would 
not marry, added fhe, for love ; and for my part, I do 
not comprehend how one can marry without love, and 
without a love vehement and extreme ; and I am fo far 
from haviitg a paffion, that I never had fo much as the 
Icalt inclination for any one. If I am tiot married 
therefore, Alphonfo, it is becaufe I never loved. — How, 
^adam, replied I, did nobody ever pleafe y»ti ? Did your 
heart never receive ^n impreffion i' Was it nevtr moved 
at the name a&d the fight of thofe who adored you ? 

—No* 
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— No, faid fht, I am a ftranger to all fentiments of 
iove. — But not of jealoufy furely? cried I. — Yes, evea 
of jealottfy, faid (he, — Ah, madam, anfwered I, if it 
is fOy I am convinced you never had an inclinatioii for 
any* — It is true, faid flie; no one ever pleafed me, nor 
have I found a temper which was engaging, or agreed 
with mine. 

I don't know what effcdt, Belaiire's words might have 
upon me, or whether I was not already in love with her 
without perceiving it-; hot the idea of a heart like hers, 
^vhich haid never been affefted, carried in it fomething fo 
new and charming, that I was (buck, this very moment, 
with an ambition to acquire the glory of touching a 
mind, which all the world believed infenfible. I was 
no longer the man, who had begun a converfation with- 
out defign ; I ran overin my thoughts all flie had told me ; 
and fancied, that when fhe faid fhe never found a 
perfon who pleafed her, I faw by her eyes fhe excepted 
me : in fhort, I had hope enough to foothe me into lovCf 
and from this time I became more impadioned of Bela- 
fire, than I had ever bieen of any one befide* 

I will not repeat how I adventured firlt to let her 
know I loved her. As I had always converfed with 
her in a vein of raillery, it was not eafy to change my 
manner, and fpeak in earneft. However, this gave me 
room to fay things, which I could not otherwife have- 
prefumed to mention 'till after a long preparatioHj. 
Thus I loved Belafire, and was, happy enough to pkafe 
her. It was not long before ihe confeffed the inclina- 
tion ftie had for me, and even acquainted me with the 
advance I had gained in her heart -; and as fhe concealed' 
nothing wliich was to my advantage, fhe alfo told me 
that which was otherwife. She did not believe, fhe faidy 
that I loved her truly ; and 'till flie was better convinced 
of it, fhe would never confent to marry me. 

I could not exprefs my joy at this wonderful (uccefs, 

and to fee the embarralTment fhe was involved in, by a 

pafTion hitherto unknown* How D'anfjpprting was it to 

Vol. I. E fcnjw 
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know the confufipn Belafire was under, to find ihe was 
no longer miftrefs of herfelf, and that (he had fenti- 
ments in her breaft which ihe could not controul. I 
felt a rapture in this beginning beyond imagination .; 
and he who never taftcd thepleaftire of kindling an ex- 
travagant paffion in a heart which had not experienced 
the gentleift imprclTion before, may juftly fay he is a 
ilranger to the true pleafures of love. If I had an ex- 
quifite delight in difcovering Belafire's tendemefs to me, 
Jter doubting my love, and the impoffibility I thought 
there was of fatisfying her of it, gave me extreme dif- 
turbance. This inquietude brought back to my mind 
the opinion I had always entertained in regard to mar- 
riage ; I was plunging, I faw, into the misfortunes I 
liad fo much feared, and fhould not be able to convince 
Belafire that I loved her ; or if I did^ and if (he had a 
leal afiedlion for me, I (hould yet be expofed to the un- 
happinefs of having her love decline. Marriage, faid -I, 
will lelTen her palfion, and fhe will love me only out of 
duty; and perhaps fhe may fancy another t in a v/ord, 
1 reprefcnted to myfelf the mifery of jealoufy in fuch a 
manner, that as much as I admired Belafire, I reiblved 
to prefs the matter no farther, and preferred the pain of 
living without her, to that of living with her and not 
being loved. 

Belafire was fbon in the fame perplexities of mind as 
myfelf: we opened our thoughts freely to each other, 
and talked about the reafons we had never to become 
related. Several times we refolved to break off our ac- 
quaintance, and took leave with a defign to execute our 
•refolution ; but our refblution was {o weak, and our 
inclinations fo fb-ong, that the moment we parted, we 
thought of nothing but how to meet again. After a 
long wavering on either fide, I removed Belafire*^ 
Icruplcs, and fhe quieted mine ; fhe promifed to confent 
to our marriage, as foon as thofe upo^j whom we de- 
pended, had fettled the neceffary meafures. Before it 
could be £nifhedj her father was obHged to leave the 

court. 
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cotirt, being fent to the frontiers by the lung, to iign a 
treaty with the Moors ; afid we were forced to wait his* 
return. In the mean .time, I was the happieft man in the 
world ; I regarded nothing but Belaiire ; I loved her 
]^affionateIy, and admired her beyond all women, and 
thought I was at the point of pofTeffing her for ever. 

I viiited her with all the freedom of a man, who was. 
ihortly to be her hufband ; when one day my Evil Genius 
pot me upon defiring of her the hiftory of the fteps her 
former lovers had taken to gain her favour ; becaufe it- 
w<mld be a pleafure to me, to iee the difference between 
her behaviour tov/ards them and towards myfelf. She 
repeated their names, and told me all the methods they" 
had purfued ; adding, that thofe who perfevered the 
longeft, were thofe ihe moftdifliked ; and that the count 
de Lare, who had loved her to his death, never pleafed 
her at all. • I know not why, but after I heard this, I 
had more curioflty about the count than about all the 
others. His extraordinary conftancy flruck my mind ; 
and I begged her to relate every particular which paffed 
between them : fhe did ; and though Ihe faid nothing 
which could give me offence, a kind of jealoufy fprung 
up ia my heart. I perceived, that if Ihe had expreiTed 
no affection for him, yet (he had ihewn at leaft a wonder- 
ful eHeem ; and I fufpe£led fhe had not declared all her 
ientiments concerning him. I would not ipeak my 
thoughts, but withdrew in more diflurbance than ufual. 
I flept little, and had no reft until I faw her again the 
next day, and made her repeat the ftory. It was im- 
pofiible fhe fhould have mentioned at fird all the circum- 
fUnces of a paflion which had continued feveral years ; 
accordingly ihe told me things now, which fhe omitted 
before, and which I believed fhe had concealed out of 
deiign. I aikedher^a thoufandquefUons, and in treated 
her upon my knees to anf.ver them finccrely : but though 
her anfwer* were fuch as I wifhed, I fancied they were only 
fr^oned to humour me ; and if fhe told me fbme things 
wjuch were iu favo\u: of the count, I concluded fhe kept 
£ 2 many 
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many more concealed ; in fiiort, jealoufy with all 'it9 
4iorrcnrs took poflcflion of my foul. I now fuffared her to 
have no reft ; I could no longer talk to her of love ; all 
my converfation ran opon the count de Lare^ and I wa« 
almoft diilrafted for having revived his adions in her 
mind. I refolved to mention him no more> but I wat 
perpetually recollefting fomc circumftance or other 
which i wanted to have explained j and whenever this 
difcourfe was begun > it was a labyrinth which I could 
not get out of ; and I was equally eager to fpeak of him 
and to forbear. • 

. I pafTed whole nights without flecp. Belaiire ap- 
peared to me no longer the fame perfon. What was the 
charm, faid I, which kindled up mypaflion ? Was it not 
the notion that Belaiire never loved any one before ? 
And yet, by all fhe herfelf has told me, fhe could cer- 
tainly have no averiion to the count de Lare. She has 
cxpreffed too great an efteem for him, and treated hln^ 
too civilly; and unlefs (he had loved him, fhe would 
have hated him for his tedious felicitations. No, Belaiire> 
you have deceived me ; I adored you as one who had, 
never loved ; it was this gave birth to my affe^on ;. 
but you are fuch no more ; and it is juft I fhould recall 
ail my former fondnefs. Yet if (he told me true, re- 
plied I, what an injuftice do I offer her ! and hpw much 
do I injure myfelf in renouncing the pleafure I ihould 
have in being loved by her ? 

I refolved to talk with her once more, imagining I 
could explain to her what it was which made me un- 
cafy more exadly, and clear, up the whole affair with her 
in fo happy a manner, as to leave no fufpicion. I did. 
as I refolved ; but this time of fpeaking was not the laft; 
for the next day I refnmed the difcotirfe with more, 
warmth than beibre ; and Belafire, who had ftiewn an 
unparalleled patience and goodnefs till now, and had 
borne all my furmifes, and laboured to remove them> 
began to be wearied with the continuance of a jealouiy 
fo violent and ill-fuppcrted. 

Alphonfb, 
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Alphonib^ faid ihe to me one day, I Cte plainly thefe. 
fancies you have entertained are going to extinguiih your 
love ; but you muft alfo pemember, they will infallibly 
deftroy mine. Confider, I conjure you, about what it 
is you torture me, and about what you torture yourfelf. 
It is about a dead man, whom you cannot believe I 
loved, fince I did not marry him j for if I had loved 
him, my relations would have willingly con fen ted to the 
match, and there was nothing to oppdfe it. — I am in- 
deed, madam, anfwered I, jealous of a dead man, and 
it is this which makes medefperate ; for if the count were 
living, 1 could judge hy your mutual behaviour at pre- 
ient, of what is paiTed, and your condu^ to me might 
convince me you did not love him. I might then have 
the pleafure, by marrying you, to deprive kirn of the 
hope you had fecretly given him, netvvrithftanding all 
your profeflions to me of the contrary. But he is dead, 
and perhaps died perAiaded that you would have loved 
kim, if he had lived. Ah, Bela^re, I cannot be happy 
whenever I think another perfon beficks me, has hcca 
s|bk to flatter himfelf that you loved him. — But AI- 
phonfb, iaid flie, if I loved him, why did I not marry 
him I — Becaufe, I replied, you did not love him enough 
feir that, and the reluctance you have to marriage could 
mot be overcome by a thoderate pailion. I am well per- 
iiiaded you kwe me better than you did the count de 
har^ ; yet the love you had fcr him, as little as it was, 
ffiins all my^ peace : I am no longer the only man who 
has pleafed you j J am no longer the firft who fhcwed you 
what it is to lovej your heart has been affedled by a 
fcrmer mpte^on : in fhor-t, madam, the circum dance 
which p/oduced my happinefs is vanifhed, and you no 
BK2re appear ©f that invaluable price in my eyes. 

But how have you. be§n able to be eafy, Alphon^, 
hid file, with others wliom you loved ? I would fJiin 
Ibnew whether you found in them a heart unacquainted 
with a fonner paifion. — I never propofed it, madaip, I 
replied, nor hoped to find it among them. I did not 
£ 3 fuppofe 
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fuppofe them incapable of loving others beflde myfclf ; 
I was contented with believing they had never loved any 
fo well. But, madam, the cafe is different with reCpe£Jt 
to you ; I always regarded you as one unacqcainted with 
the paillon of love, and who would not have known it but 
for me ; and it was a pride and delight to me at once^ 
to be able to make fo extraordinary a conqueli: fox 
pity's fake, therefore, leave me no longer in this uncer- 
tainty ; but if you have fupprqfled any thing relating to the 
coont de Lare, declare it ; for the merit of confeiing itr 
and your fincerity.wiU ajSbid me ibme confoladon per* 
haps under what I fhall hear. Clear op my fufpiidoiis* 
and {uSkrme not to let a value upon yon Idglier than I 
oughts or at leaft than you dcicrve. . k 

If you have not UA your reaibn, (aid Belafife^ yon 
may he phdaly, that iince I have not fklisM. y%m, 
I never Iball bp able to Ao it. Had I loved tlicf 
count de late, nothing oonld have made me dii^ 
own it ; for I ihonld think it a dime to- difdam 
my opinion of a man who hziSL delcrved it, after liis 
death. Reft iecnre dien, Aifhsmh, I never knew an^ 
peiibn who had it in his power to gpLve yon tJbe kaft 
nneafinefe. — Convince me of this, madam, cried I^ 
repeat it a thouiand times ; pxe it me in wiidi^ sail 
rei3)02e to me the exquifite pleafure of limng you, as I 
wiJhtodo; and above all, pardon me tW torture I have 
prefumed to create you. . I aiflidl myfelf more than you, 
and if the condition I am in could be prevented, 1 
ivould gladly do it with the lofs of my life. 

Thefe lall words^ made an impreflion upon Belaiire ; 
Ihe faw I was not mafter of my own fentiments ; and 
promised to put down in writing all her thoughts and 
a£lions relating to the count de Lare. Though I had 
hciard the Hory from her mouth oyer and over, it pleafed 
me to think I ihould now read it in. writing by her own 
hand. The n^xt day ihe performed her promiie, anA 
fcnt me an exaA relation of all the count de Lare's be* 
iiaviour, and the meafures ihe had ufed to cure his paA 
'.>-* ' fion. 
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fion, and the reafons which might fatisfjr me that what 
(he had told me was true. 

The whole was exprefled in Aich a manner, as ought 
to have iUenced my capricious fancies for ever ; but it 
had a contrary elFed. I began to be enraged at myfclf 
for obliging Belaiire to employ fo much time in thinking 
upon the count de Lare. Thofe parts of h^ paper 
where (he entered into particulars were iniupportable to 
me, as fhewing how well Ihe preferved in memory the 
actions of a man who was indifferent to her; and when 
fhe was more general and ihort, I believed there had 
been fome circum(lances, which ihe had not dared. ta 
difclofe ', in fhort» I turned it all topoifon, and went to 
Tifit her ten times more provoked and defperate. 

She, who knew what reafon I had to be fatisficd, 
was offended at my unjuil refentments, and gave me to 
underiland it with more warmth than ever. As angry 
as I was^ I made the beil excufe I could, being fenfible 
I had wronged her ; but it was not in my power to cx- 
trdfe difcretion. I told her, the extrenie delicatenefs 1 
(hewed about her fentiments concerning the count de 
Lare, was a demonlbation of my affedion and eileem 
for her; that it .was only the infinite value I fet upon 
her heart, which produced fuch violent fears of its having 
received any finall imprcfiion from another : in ihort, X 
faid all I could imagine to juftify my jcaloufy; but 
Belafire did not approve my defence. What I men- 
tioned, (he told me, might occaiion fome light concern, 
but fo perfifluig a fuipicion could arife only frpm^y bad 
and ungovernable temper^ that I made her in pain for 
the fut^ part of her life ; and if I continued thus, 
ihe ihould be obliged to change her mind. 

I trembled at thefe menaces, ^nd throwing myfelf tt 
her ' knees, proteHed ihe ihould hear of my uneaiinefs 
no more; and indeed I thought I ihould be able to 
fubdue it ; but this laded only for a few days. 

I had contracted an intimate iriehdihip with a man' 

of quality, called Don Manri'c, whofe merit was equal 
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to the fweetnefs of his mannert. The anion there wa» 
between us^ introduced one alio between him and 
Belafire : I was not difplcafed at their acquaintance^ 
but on the contrary took a delight to promote it. He 
had obferved me feveral times in my froward fits, stnd 
though I kept no fecret from him, yet I was Co aljiamed 
of this foolifh imagination, that I could not let him 
know it. He came in one day to fee Belafire, when 1 
had been more extravagant upon this fubjed than ufual ; 
and ihe was more than ordinarily tired with my fantafli- 
cal jealoufy. Don Manric difcemed by our looks, that 
we had been difputing ; I had always begged her not to 
difcover my weaknefs to him, and repeated my requcft 
when he was coming in ; but ftie was willing to fhaipt 
me, and without giving me time to prevent her, told hir& 
the occafion of my difturbance. He ieemed aftonifhed, 
and thought it fo groundlefs, and reproached me for it 
fo feverely, that he cut me to the heart.. You may judge 
by this, whether I had not urged her too far, and how 
violent a difpolition I had to be jealous. 

By the manner of his cenfuring me, he feemed to have 
been pre-inftrudled by Belafire. I faw I had exceeded 
the bounds of reafon, but ftiU I conceived I ought not 
lobe condemned abfolutely, at leaH'not by one whp 
^as in love with Belafire : for I imagined Don Manric 
was fo himfelf, and had been for fome time, and |hat 
£e thought my being loved by her again was fuch ahap- 
pinefs, that I could have no occafion to complain, if 
ihe had once k^d a kindnefs for another. I fancied alfp 
Belafire was fufikiently aware tliat Don Manric's regard 
to her v(s^ fomething more than friendfhip, and that, 
according to the comnion infirmity of women> fhewas 
not ill-pleafed at it ; and without fufpefting her be^ng 
unfaithful to me, I was jealous of her intimacy with* s^ 
man whom (he might apprehend to be her lover. Bela- 
fire and Don Manric, who faw me fo difcompofed, 
were very far from divining the caufe of my perplexity. 
They tried to yelieye me by all the arguments they could 

. invent^ 
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invent, but what they faid madded me' the more. I 
left them ; and when I was alone, the new misfortune I. 
had incurred, appeared to me infinitely beyond the 
former. I then perceived I had been a fool to fear a 
man who could hurt me no longer ; and that I ought to 
dread Don Manric on every account. He was graee- 
fiil, and Belaiire had a great efteem and friendfhip for. 
him : fhe faw him often ; Ihe was weary of my caprice^ • 
and refcntments ; fhe feemed to unburthen herfelf to 
him, and in&nilbly to admit him into the place I had: 
pojQef&d in her heart* In Aiort, I was more in p£n fcff 
Don Manric than I had ever been &r the count de Lare. 
I knew indeed he was in love with another, and had r 
been ibr a long while ; but ihe was fo inferior to Belafire, 
that I could have no fecurity from that paffion. 
' . As it was my deftiny that I was not .able entirely to. 
abandon myfelf to my fufpicions, and had flill reflexion • 
eaough remaining to keep. me unrefolved, I was not ib 
unjufibas to faeHisye'Don Manric made it his endeavour to 
deprive me of Bela&ie. I fuppofbd he might . become : 
enamoured: of her without knowing or defigning. it ; : 
and that for the fake of our friendfhip he might labour • 
tq overcome fuch an iadination, and by not fpeaking . 
o£it to her, he -might let her fee he had noexpedatioa; 
of fuccefs. I thought I had. no jeafbn to »be offended at ' 
him, £ince his regard, to n^ refbained him from declar- 
ing himfblf. And as I had been jealous of a dead man, 
widiont knowing whether I had grounds for it or no, I 
waa now jealous of my.j&iend,. and locked upon him as 
my rival, without thinking I had fufiicient caufe to hate 
him. It is needlefs to tellycJu wh^t I felt from fo ftrange 
a iituation oSmind ; you Will readily imagine it. When . 
I met Don Manric, I excufed my concealing from him 
mjr uneafinefa about the count de Lare ; but &id not a 
word to him q£ my new fufpicion. I never mentioned' 
it.neither to Belaiire, left it might forfeit me her favour 
if ihe knew it. And as I was fatis£cd fhe loved me very 
well, I beUeved, if I could command myfelf not to ap-. . 
E 5 pear 
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pear hnafsl and indifcreet, (be would never leavls me 
for Dob Manric; and thus my interell obliged me not 
to let my jealoufy appear. I begged pardon alio of 
Belafiie, and aflored her I was peifeAly come to my 
£tn(c5, and was hannted with my chimera's no more. 
She was extremely pleaied to hear it, ^though by her 
exa£t kntywledge of my temper, flie dearly difcemed f 
was not fo eaiy as I would feem to be. 
* Don Manric continued to vifit her, as before ; and 
the rather, beornfe of the mutual confidence there was 
between them about the affair of my unrealbnable fuf- 
picion. As Belafire had obferved I was diipleafed at her 
fpeaking of it to him, ihe never touched upon it again 
in my presence ; ^ but whenever ihe found me difbirbed, 
Ihe made her complaint to him, and defired him to aflilE 
her to pacify me« It was my misfortune to fee her break 
offdiicourie with him two or three times as I was com* 
ing into the room ; yon will imagine what an cSe&, fuch 
an acddent muft have^pon a mind fo jealous as mine. 
However, I faw fb much tendemefs in Belafire's heart to 
ne, and (ht feemed fo joyed whenever fhe found me 
chearful, that I could not perfuade myfelf (he loved Don 
Manric enough, to have a defign on foot with him $ 
tior that Don Manric, who meant only to prevent my 
embroiling myfelf with her, entertained a thought dE 
pra6tifing upon her alFe^lions ; yet I was not able to de- 
termine what fentimeiits he had towaids her, or fho' 
with refpe^ to him ; and very often | did not know my 
own ; in ihort, I was in the moft wretched condition a 
man ever experienced. 

Coming in one day as (he was,^talking (bftly to Don 
Manric, I fanded (he did not fufptd I ob(erved it ; and 
at came into my mind, that ihe had often told ine, while 
I teized her about the affair of the count de Lare, that 
ihe would make me jealous of a living man, in order to 
cure my jealoufy concerning one who was dead. I 
thought it was to fulfil her threatening, that ihe aded 
<hus with Don M^nric^ and would feem to me to have> 

feaee 
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fccrets with him : this fuppofltion !eflened my concern ; 
and for feveral days I faid nothing to her about it, but 
at laft refoived to ipeak. 

' I went to her with this intention, and falling upon 
my knees before her — - 1 muft acknowledge, madam;^. 
£dd I, that the defign you had to torture me, has fnc- 
eeeded. You have given me all the inquietude you can _ 
wifli ; and have made me feel, as you feveral times pro- 
aiifed me, it is far more terrible to, be jealous of a living 
^an^ than of a dead one. I deferved indeed to be pu- 
^liiihed for my folly ; but I am pur\iihed too much ; andl 
if you knew what I have fufFered by thcie things, which 
I believe you have done with this deiign, you would fee 
it is in your power to make me unhappy whenever you 
pleafe. — What is it you mean,. Alphonfo? anf^ered 
Belafire; you imagine I have contrived to give you. 
Jealoufy, and do not you know I have endured too much 
by what you have had already in my defpite, to defirq; 
to create you more ? — Ah ! madam, faid I,, do not go 
on to grieve me ; I have fufFered enough for once ; and* 
though I am fenfible the manner of your converfing with 
Don Manric was intended only to execute the menaces 
yovL denounced againil me, it has given me inexpfelli- 
Ble forrow. — You have h^ your reafon,; Alphonfo, re- 
plied Belaiire, or eKe you do this on purpofe to trouble- 
jnc, as you fa;^' I have contrived to torture you. You 
csixt never perfuade me,, it was in my thoughts to make 
you jealous,, or that you couTd pofilbly be fo. But, 
added ihe, lockiirg upon me, after having bieen jealous 
of a dead man whom I did not love, I would fain have . 
)fou be jealous of a living one who does not love me, 
-—How, madam, anfwered I,, had you no intention to 
make" me jealous of Don Manric ? H'jive you merely fol- 
lowed your inclination in treating him as you hav t done ? 
Was it not for the fake of giving me fa(picion that 
you ..broke off talking with him, and ch^.nged the 
4ifcourfe upon my coming in ? "^ Ah ! madam, if 
it is fo, * I am mc re unhappy than 'I Aought,* 
' ' JBd ana. 
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and ai^ the v^od npfortqnate man in the whoI(^ 
world.™ You are not %}\c nioft unfortunate, faid 
Belafire, but yon are the moft unreafonable, and if I 
were to fpUoAv my judgnjent, J fliould break with you 
mtterly, and never fee you again while I lived. But 
Alphqnfp, continued (he, is it poffible you (bpuld be 
jealous of Don Marine? — And how fhould l^not, ma- 
iam f anfwered I, whe^ I fee you carry on a corref- 
gondencc with hi;n which you conceal from me ? — I 
ttnceal it, faid (he, becaufe you were offended when I 
fi>6ke tp him of your caprices, and I was unwilling to 
&t you underiland I talked with him upon this unplea-e 
4ng fnbje^, and of the vexation it caufed me. — Do you 
complain^ madam, returned I, of my temper to my ri- 
Xal, and yet think I hare done amifs in being jealous ? 
-—I complained of it to your friend, faid fhe, not to 
jqnr rival. — Don Manric is my rival, cried I ; nor are 
yott able, I believe, to <fe.py it. — And for my part, faid 
ihe, I do not think you dare to tell me he is, knowing, 
as you do, that for wKole days together he talks to mq 
cnly about yoiirfelf. — X do not indeed, faid I, fufpeft 
Don Manric tries to ruin me with you j but he may love 
you notwithftanding. I believe alfo he never mentions 
Ifis love ; but as you behave to him, he will declare it 
very foon, and the hope your cojiduft will infpirc intQ 
him, will eafily help him to overcome the fcruples whick 
may arife from our friendfhip. — Is it poffible a man caiC 
k)fe his underftanding to that degree? cried Belaiire^ 
Do yott confider your wor.ds ? Don Manric, you fay,, 
^eaks to ineonyour behalf; and is in love with me, s|ncl 
yet never {peaks in favou|- of himfelf. Can you fup- 
pbfe fucK wild improbabilities ? Do not you believe I 
love you, and that Dpi^ Manric loves you alfo ? — Yes„ 
xpadam, i replied, I believe both*— How can you ima- 
rine then, iaid fhe, I love you, and love Don Manriq 
u>Q I and that Don Manric loves me, an4 loves ypu 
uewife ? Alphonfb, you diipleafe me mortally by fhew- 
jlk^faci^ iia|xafoAable iKiind^ I fee it is an incurable 
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eyil ; and that if I re/Qlye to marry you, I n^ufi at tKer 
fame time refolve to be the moft wretched woman living. 
I cqrtfi^ly lojy^ yqij very ^ell n b^t not wcl} ei^p^gh to 
purchafe yqu ^t f^ch a price, Th^ je^oniies of lover^ ar^ 
always tirefoB^e^ but thoff of a kufband are both tire* 
fbme and dangerous. You place wh^t I (hould fuffer^ if 
I had married you, fo clearly before my eyes, ths^^ I bc«» 
liev€ I ihall never confent. I loye you too m^ph no^ ta 
be deeply touched to ^ I fhall ]jot p^s ray life with 
you, 2^ 1 hope4 to do : leave me %lone, I b?4«ech you ; 
your words and your fight ferye only tp in&ui^ my 
grief. 

Th^us; faying, Aie turned avj/ay wi^liq^t fi^ng for 
my reply; ^d going into her cloiet, locked th^ door,, 
and refufed to open it, ^otwithdanding all my in^reaties. 
I was forced to return liope in fuch confuiipa s^nd de- 
fpair, tfiat I \K994p^ \ 4i4 ^Pt Ipfe the fmal], r^maii^s of 
rpafon I had yet reuii^'4« I went to 9eljai|re the next 
day, and found her very deje^d; flie ^l^e to me 
mildly and even with kindnefs, but let fajl 4P expre^pi^ 
which could niake me fear fhe intended to fqrf;^e ipe^ 
I fancied fhe might try to ta^e, fuch a refoli^tion^^ and« 
as one is rei^y tp flatter one's felf, I believed fh^; would 
Ibpn entertain other thoughts. I begged pardon fpr my^ 
weakneiTes, as I had done a hundr^ time$ befpr/^ ; and 
defired he/ to fay nothing to Don M^rl^ ; and con* 
j\^ed her, upon my knees^ to alter her bebavipftjr to. 
Um, and no longer ufe him ib well as to make i^e un-- 
cjfy. Iwillnpt mention, your folly, f^id ih^x to Don- 
Manric, but I fhall change nothing in my maouer of 
cpnveriing with him. If he had a lov^ for ni^, I v^oi^ld 
nevpr fee hi|ji, but he has only, friendihip ; youknowj, 
ypurfelf he loves another.: I efle-^m and; honour iCxn^y 
you confen^ed I flip\il4 ; to. b^ oiFcnded.at it therefore. 
is abfurd and extrayag^nt : a^d if I fhpfil^ f^tisfy ypii, 
about him;, youi would quickly beinth^famQ condition 
oj^accpunt of fome ptter perfpna^ywiareiVPW.Ujpaahis,. 

Fpr. 
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7oF this reafen you muft not tliink to mak»«ie alter nijr 
condad, fbrit is certain I never flulL 

I am willing to believe, anfwered I, that all you fay 
is true, and that yea do not think Don Manric love^ 
yon ; but I beHeve he does, madam, amd that is fufh*. 
cient. I know you have only a friendfhip for him ; but 
it is a fort of fiiendihip fo tender and fo ful! of confi- 
dence, efteem and approbation, that though it may not 
proceed from love, I have caufe to be jealous, and fear 
it ihould take up too great a portion of your heart. 
Y.our refufal to- change your carriage towards him, {hew$ 
I dread him juftly. — To convince you, faid flie, that X 
refufe it not on his account, bi)t wholly upon your own, 
if you fhouM require me not to fee the man whom I moft- 
defpifed, I would deny you, as I have done to break 
off my friendfhip to Don Manric. — I believe it, madam^. 
faid I ; but it is not the man you defpifemoft, of whom 
I am jealous; it is a man whom you love well enough 
to prefer him to my repofe. I fufped you neither of 
infirmity nor change ; but I own, I cannot bear yovt 
ihould have afieddonate fendments for any on^ befides 
rayfelf. I confefs alfo, it flabs me to the heart, to fee 
you do not diflike Den Manric, when you know he loves 
you ; and I think the happinefs of loving you without 
being hated by you, ought to belong to me alone.. 
Allow me that which I have requefled,.and confiderhow 
far thisjealoufyis from deferring your difpleafure. — To- 
the(e words I added all the- expreffions I could invent^, 
to obtain the thing I wiftied j but it was .utterly im-x 
poflible. 

A confiderable fpace of time pafled after this, doring- 
which I grew more and more jealous of Don Manric;: 
but i governed myfelf fo far a^^ to hide it from him ; .. 
and Belafire had the prudence not to fpeak to him ofit, .. 
but made him believe my uneafineCs apofe only from the 
alFair of the count de-Lare. . Hbwever^ fbc did not alter 
h«r concUd with Don Manric,. and as he was ignorant- 
o^myfentiments, he. converfed^with her as formerly j;. 
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and thus my jealoufy increafed, and came to fnch a 
Jidght^ that I peWecuted Belafire inceflantly. 

' After this vexation had continued a long time, and 
this beautifttl creature had in vain endeavoured to cure me- 
of my frenzyi I heard for two days together that Ihe wa$ 
ill, and in a condition very different from that in whick 
I left her. The third day fhe fent for'me^ I went to 
her, and found her in a deep melancholy^ which I ap« 
prehended was her diflemper. She made me fit down 
by the fide of her couch upon which ihe was lying, and 
after fome moments filence,-*-Alphonfo, faid fhe, I be-^ 
Ikve you fee plainly that I have tried for fome time to 
take up a refolution to difengage myfelf front you. 
Whatever reafbns I had to determine me to do it, I do 
not think I fhould have been able to accompliih it, if 
you had not given me power by thofe extraordinary in- 
filroities you have fhewn. If they had been only in a 
moderate degree, |ind I could have perfuaded myfelf it ' 
was pofiible to recover you from them by good conduft 
Oft my part, how auftere and cautious ibever it had been, 
the paffion I have for you would have caufed me to cm- 
brace it with joy. But as I perceive this malady of your 
n^nd is beyond a remedy, and that when you find no 
fttbje6t to torture yourfelf about, you make occafionr 
friom things which liever were, anA which will never 
be, I am conflrained, both for your repofe and my own, 
to acquaint you that I am abfolu^ely rdbtved* to break, 
with you, and not to marry you. I'mufl tell you alfo, 
fittcc this will be the lafl converfation we fhall have to- 
gether, that I have no kiclination for any perfon beiidc- 
yourfelf; and that -you alone have been capable of affeft- 
iifg me. But fince yoo have confinned me i«v the opinion 
1 had, that it is tmpofiible to be happy in loving any 
one; you, who are- the only man I have found deferving 
to be loved ; reft afTured I wil^lbve none, and that the 
imprefiion you have made in my heart is the only one it 
has known, or will ever receive* Idefire alfo you wiH 
not imagine I have too great a frien^hip for Don Man- • 
'.-: I rjLC ;. 
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ric ; I r^&fed tp alter my deportmjent' towards kim^ 
merely to fee whether y^r reafon \V9qi4 n^t return tQ . 
you« and tp b^ve an opportunity of giving myfeljf back 
tp your arms, if X liad underftood your temper could ^ 
admit a cure ; but I have not been fo kappy. This alone . 
was the reafon of my not complying with your requeil ; 
t^is re^i^n is now ceafed ; I facrifice Don Manric to 
ypu^ anjl have intreated him to fee me no nu>re. I beg- 
p^don for difcovering your jealoufy to him ; bijt J could 
not avoid it, and he would have lea;rn^4U ^^oa^ pur f&- 
paration. My father arrived here ye&cr^y in the 
eyening ; I told him my refolutipn, and kp k gPl^^ ^ 
my reqi)e& to impact it to your father. Think not ^§a, 
^phpnfp, tojpiake zne change my min^ ; I l|av« don^' 
what will fix this defign before I let you knpw^it. I'dc-* 
layedit as long as I could, and perhaps more outof lo^O 
to myfelf, than to you, Heft aiTured no oi^e will ever 
be loved (6 fqlely, ^d fo faithfully as you have been, 

I cannot tell whether Belafire fpoke fartjbtt » ^^ «^ • 
my confternadon was fo great when Ihe fir ft bpg^n, that . 
I h^d not ppwer to interrupt h^er, my fpirite failed at • 
the laft. exp^efliQns ; I fainted away,^ and wl^^t 0^ qr the 
fe^ants did, I know not; but when I reicovercd I 
found myielf ia my own bed, and I)on M^II^q by me^ 
with all ttfeadion^ of a map in as^ mi\^h dc^p^ aa n^y* 

feif. ' ; ; ' ' 

When wo were alone, he omitted nothing, tp juftify 
himielf froin. the foipicions I had entortainqd^of him^ 
and to exprefs his grief at being the innoceiv$ caufe of 
in^ misfor^i^n^. As he loved me heartily, he w^. ex- 
tremely x^ioved. af my condition. I fell very i}l ; and 
was convinced, but too late, of the injuftice I had done 
my friend. I conjured him to forgive me, and to wait 
upon Bela^e frop me, and beg pardpii of her, and ea* 
deavour to move her. heart. }ip went to her hoMfk, and 
was told fhe could np^ be {hm i i^ called th^ise again 
every day* >vJbile.I lay ill, butequaUy ir( vain. As fooa 
a^I was able tp walk^ 1m^\ ^A^X myfelf, and had 

the 
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the fame anfwer ; and the fecond time I called, one of 
her women told me from her, that I fhould come no 
more, for fhe would not fee me. . When I found there 
was no hope of feeing Belafire, I thought I (hould have 
expired. I always believed her great affeftion to me 
would 4iave reconciled her, if I could but (peak with 
her ; but lince fhe would not grant me a hearing, I was 
wholly in defpair j and the defpair of pofTeffing Belafire 
was certainly infupportable to one who appeared to be 
ib near it, and loved her fo exceffively. I attempted by 
all means imaginable to get to her ; but fhe ihunned me 
ib ftudioufly, and kept fb xetired, that it was utterly 
impoffihle tpxio it. 

All the confolatidn I had, was to go and pafs the night 
under tier window j but I never had the pleafure to find 
It ^pen . One day I fancied I heard it open as I walked 
t>elov/ ; and the next day I thought the fame j in fhort, 
I flattered myfelf that Belafu-e had a mkid to look at m^ 
i^ithout being feen, ancTthat fhe came up to the window, 
when fhe heard me going away. I refolved therefore t^ 
ieem'to depart at my ufual hour, and to come back im- 
mediately in order to try if I 'could difcover her. I di4 
as I defigned ; I walked down to the end of the ftreet^ 
as if I was going honie, and-hicard the window open dif^ 
tindly ; I returned in an inflant, and imagined I faw 
Belafire ; but as I approaCched, I perceived a man creep- 
ing up clofe to the wall under the window, as if he would 
conceal himfelf. I know not how, but in fpite of the 
darknefs of the night, I thought it was Don Manric ; 
this made me frantic ; I believed Belafire loved him, 
that he was come thither to talk with her, and that fh^ 
opened the window for him ; in a word, I concluded x 
owed the lofs of Belafire to him. in this agitation I 
drew, and wc began to fight with fury ; I found I had 
wounded him in two places, but he continued to defend! 
himfelf. At the noife of Our fwprds, or by Belafire'^ 
orders, there came fbme out of the houfe to part us., 
Don Manric knew me by the Hght of the torches ; he 

ftarted 
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flarted back fome paces ; and I advanced to ieize his 
fword, but he dropped it, and with a feeble voice, — Is it 
you, fays he, Alphonfo ? And is it poflible I fhould be 
unfortunate enough to engage with you 1— Traitpr, cried 
I, . it is I who will take your life ; for you deprive me 
of Belafire, and pafs the nights at her window, which 
is clofe ihut to me. 

Don Manric, who was leaning againft the wall, Og^p-^ 
ported by fome perfons, not having ib-engtli to fland, 
looked on me with eyes full of tears»~I am very unhappy, - 
faid he, always to make you uneafy ; but I have this 
comfort under my cruel deftiny,'that I lofe my life by 
your ha^ids. I am dying, and the ^ndition I am in, 
ought to fatisfy you of the truth of my words. I fwear 
to you, I never had a thought of Belaiire, which could . 
jgive you offence. The love I had to another, and 
which I did not hide from you, brought me out to-night; 
I thought I was watched ; I thought I was purfued ; I 
ran very fail, and having turned through feveral itreets, 
flopped where you difcovered me, not knowing it wad 
Belafire's lodging. This is the truth, my dear Alphonfo j 
i conjure you not to afflid yourfelf for my death ; I 
forgive you with my whole heart, continued he, hold- 
ing out his arms to embrace me ; when his fpirits failings 
}ie funk down in their hands who fuilained him. . 
' Words cannot cxprefs what I then conceived, and the 
rage I had againfl myfelf : feveral times I refolved 'A 
run my fword through my body, efpedally when t faw 
t)on Manric expire. I was led off from him : and the 
^ount de Guevarre, Belafire's father, who came out at 
hearing Don Manric's name and mine, had me home„ 
and put me into my Cither's hands. I was never left 
alone, becaufe of the defperation I was in ; but the care 
to watch me had been ineffedual, if my morals had 
allowed me to put an end to my own life. The grief 
I knew Bela&re would receive from an accident which 
happened on her account, and the noife it would maker 
... iA 
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in the court, plunged me in defpair; and when I 
coniidered that all the miiery Ihe would fuiFer, and 
all I was myfelf overwhelmed with, proceeded wholly 
from my own fault, I was ' in a fury not to be 
imagined. 

The count de Guevarre, who had retained a great 
friendftiip for me, came to fee me often. He forgave 
me this unhappy adtion, on account of my paflion for 
his daughter. I learned by him that (he was inconfo- 
laT>le, and that her forrow kept no bounds. I mider- 
itood her temper, and how delicate flie was in her repu- 
tation, well enough to know, without being told, what 
ihe moft feel by fo dreadful an adventure. Some days 
after, I heard a Servant of Bela&e's had a me&ige 
to me from her. I was in traniports at fo dear a naifie; 
I font for him in, and he delivered me the following 
letter. 

*' OUR feparationhas made the world fo infupport- 
*f able to me, diat I can no longer live in it with 
" pleafure ; and this late accident has wounded my re- 
*' pQtation fo deeply, that I cannot condnue in it 
«* with honour. I am gmng to retire to a place, where 
'* I fhall not have the ihame of hearing the diflercnt 
'* judgments which arc pailed npoh me. It was the 
*' opinion you entertaihed of me^ which has occaiioned 
•' all my forrows. Yet I could not refolve to depart 
*' without bidding Vou adieu, and confeffing to you, that 
^' I love you IHll, as unreafonable as you may be. The 
^' affedion I have for you, and the remembrance of that 
*' you have had for me, will be all the facrificc I have 
** to make to God, in dedicating myfelf to his fervice. 
*' The auftere life I am going to embrace, foems plea- 
*^ font to me ; for nothing can be hard, after having 
*' endured the pain of rending myfelf from him who 
** loves me, and whom I loved Beyond all things, I 
** mnft jucquamt you aMb, that the rcfqlution I have 
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*' taken wiU ^^ ^M^ to pkce ^eout «f.the power pf the 
'' inclination I have for ypu ; and that ilnce oyr parfiag* 
'* whenever you appeared in that place where yon cau- 
" fed (6 much confujiCi#i, I wf s prepared to have fppkf 
'* to you, and told you I could not live without you, 
** And I do not know whether I ihould not have told 
** you of it that evening ypu attacked Don Manrie, 
** and gave new proofs of thofe fufpicions which have 
*' produced all our misfortunes. Adlei\, Alphonfb ! 
" Think of me fometimes, and, ' for my repoic, wiftil 
" may never think of you," 

There \yanted nothing to fini^ n(iy <iifh<el^> b^ to 
know Belafirc loved* me ftyi ; a^A perh^p? WPUld have 
received me again, if it had not been for my laft c5t* 
trav;Lgance ; and that the fame accidenf which had drawn 
me to kill my beft friend, had loft mc my miibrei^,. 9is4 
forced her to make herfelf miferable for the remainder 
of her life. 

I alke4 ^^ ^^^ brought |iie the fetter, where 6e« 
la|ire was ; he told me ihe was conduded to a monaAcry- 
of a very fcvere Order, lately arrived frpm France ; and 
when fhe went in, ihe gave him 4 letter Sqr her f;^er« 
suid sgibther for me. 1 iran diredUy to the conyent* and 
deiir^d to fee }^r; but in vain. I inet the count de 
Guevarre returning from thence ; all. hi^ authority, and 
^1 his intreaties were unavailing to^m^^i^ her recal her 
zefofhtioi[i ; and fbpn after (he took the hgbit. As lon^ 
a$ i^ was in her power to quit th^ l^Q^f^, her father and 
I ej;npIoyed all our efforts witl^ hfr^to do it. I woiild 
not ie^ve N^v^re, qs I.hsid defigae^ij, ?ntii I h^d ittterty 
loft the hope of feeing Belaiire aga^n. ^t the day i 
liiuierllood fhe was fixed for ever, J r^Ur^A withput &xin^ 
a^y. thing. My father was dead, fin^ I H^ ^^f^bsAy, to 
4et^n ^e there. I wei^t into (^atj^oaia, with an in* 
tf ntiQu to embark, a^^ g9 ^4 9@AcW4e my life in the 
dp^ts of Africk. j hap^ne4 tQ ^ge %t this hoofe i 
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I liked it ; it was folltaty; Aiid ekiflily fiich as I defircd. 
I purchafed it^ and have here theie twenty yeats led fuch 
a forrowful life, as he ought to do, who has killed hii 
fiiend, and made the moil d^ferving woman miferabie, 
and by his own fault Idfl the happinef^ of having her in 
his arms. Do you now think, fir> that your miisfor- 
tunes can be comp^ed with mine ? 

At thefe words Alp^honfo ceafed, and feeAicd fo funkf 
with fadnefs, ^at the recalling his misfortunes afrefh into 
his mind, that Gonfalvo feared feversll times he would 
expire. He faid every thing which he thought might 
give him comfort ; and could not forbear acknowledging 
m his he^, that the calairtities he had heard, might at 
teaft be oppofed to thofe he himfelf had fuftered. 

Notwithftanding this, his concern for the lofs of 
2^ytie increaied every day; he told Alphonfo he 
would leave .Spain, and ferv^ under the emperor in the 
war againft the Saracens, who had po/TefTed themfelves' 
of Sicily, and invaded Italy with continual incurfiond. 
Alphonfo was touched to the quick with this refolution, 
asd did his utmoft to diffuade him from it ; but in vain. ' 

The inquietude oSf love would not let Gohfalvo reft in 
this {blitudc ; and he was eager to depart, from a fecret 
hope^ which he was notidmfelf aware of, that he fhould 
be able to find out Zayde. He refblVed therefore to 
leave Alphonfo. Never was a more melancholy part- 
ing; they talked over all the calamitieis of their lives, 
among which' they numbered this of their not feeing 
€ach' othier again ; and having promifed to keep a mu- 
tual intelligence, Alphonfo ftaid behind in his defart, 
and Gonfalvo fet forward to lie at Tortofa. 
- He lodged by a hotife> whofe gardens were the greateft 
ornament o£ the city. He walked out all the evening, 
and part ot the night, upon- the banks of the Eber ; 
and being weary fat down at the end of a terrace be^- 
longing to Chof« beautifal gardens. The terrace was fo 
l«w> that he heard fome perfons, who were taking the 
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air upon it^ talk. This did not waken him out of his 
ipuiing ; but at lafl he was roufed by the found of a 
voice, which he thought was very lik^ Zayde's, and 
which,' in fpite of him, engaged his curioiity and atten- 
tion. He ftood up to be as near the head of the terrace. 
as he could ; but heard nothing, becaufe they who were 
walking, being come to the end of the path, were 
turned back and gone to a diftance. He waited, to fee 
whether they wouki come forward again ; it happened 
as he wiihed, and he heard the fame voice, that had be- 
fore furprifed him.—- The things upon which my joy de- 
pends, faid fhe, are too irreconcileable. I can, never 
hope to be happy j but I ihould conaplain lefs, if I were 
able to make him know my fentiments, and were 
aiTured of his* — After thefe words, Gonfalvo heard no. 
more with diflindion, becaufe ihe who /poke was walked 
away too far. She drew near a fecond time, ftill 6on-. 
tinuing her difcourfe. It is true, faid fhe, . the violence 
of firfl imprei&ons may excufe this which I have fuifered 
to arife in my heart j but what a flrange. accident would 
it be, if this inclination, which at prefent ieems fo 
favoured by my deftiny, ihould one day ferve only 
to give me pain. — This was all Gonfalvo could un- 
derftand. The extraordinary refemblance of die voice* 
to that of Zayde aflonifhed him ; and perhaps he would 
have fulpe£led it to be the fame, if this perfon had. not 
ipoke in Spanifh ; and though he perceived fhe had a 
fort of foreign accent, he did not regard it, becaufe 
they were upon the borders of Spain, where the pro- 
nunciation is different from that of CafUle. He only 
pitied her who fpoke, and imagined by her words there, 
was fomething extraordinary in her fortune. 

The next day he left Tortofa, to go and take /hip- 
ping ; and having travelled fome. time, he Taw in the 
middle of the £ber a fplendid b^rge with a magnificeDt. 
canopy, drawn up on both the fides, and feveral women 
under it, among whon^i he difUnguifhed Zayde. She 
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was {landing up, es for the convenience of having a 
better ptofped of the river ; and yet (he feemed in a 
deep contemplation. One muft, like Gonfalvo, have 
loft a ihiftrefs without hoping ever to fet eyes on her 
again, to be able to exprefs what he felt at the fight of 
Zayde. His furprize and gladnefs were fo great, that 
he knew not where he was, nor what he faw ; he gazed 
heedfully on her, and examining all her features, was 
afraid he was miftaken. He could not conceive, that 
one whom he thought feparated from him by an ample 
fea, ihould be parted only by a river. He would fain 
have gone up to her, and fpoke, and have made her fee 
Mm, but he was afraid to difpleafe her, and did not 
dare to draw obfervation upon himfelf, and ihew his joy 
before thofe who were with her. A lucky chance fo unfore- 
feen, and fuch a fwarm of different thoughts, left it not 
in his power to come to any refolution ; but after he was a 
Kttle fettled, and was convinced he was not deceived, he 
determined not to difcover himfelf to Zayde, but to 
follow the barge to land. He hoped he fhould find means ' 
to Ipeak to her alone, and expefted to learn the place of 
her birth, and whither ihe was going, and even fancied 
that by viewing the company in the barge, he fhould be 
able to difcern whether the rival, he fuppofed himfelf 
to be like, was with her ; in a word, that he fhguld put 
an end to all his uncertainties, or at leaft demonftrate^^ 
to Zayde the love he had for her. He wished heartily 
ike had turned her eyes towards him ; but ihe was mu- 
iing fo earneftly, that Ihe looked only upon the river. 

In the midft of his joy, he called to mind the peribn 
ie had overheard in the garden at Tortofa ; and though 
fixe {poke Spanifh, the foreign accent he remarked in it, 
and his feeing Zayde fo near the fame place, made him 
believe it might be fhe herfelf. This refiedUon diflurbed 
His plcafure ; he remembered what that unknown woman 
on .the terrace had faid about a fi/ft impreifion ; and as 
willing as a man is to flatter himfelf, he was loo much 
.perfumed Zayde had a lover whom fhe admired, to fup^ 
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pofe himfelf concerned in that impreifion* Yet the 
other words ihe fpoke, which he ftill retained, yielded 
him fome hope. He fancied it was not impofCble, but 
there might be fomething in it to his advantage ; and 
then he fell to doubting whether it was Zayde he had 
over-heard, and thought it very unlikely (he fliould have 
learned Spanifh in fo fhort a time. 

At laft, the trouble th'efe uncertainties occafioned va- 
ni&ed^ and he wholly refigned himfelf to the joy of 
finding' Zayde again ; and without confidering whether 
flie loved him or not, he thought of nothing but the 
tranfport he fhould have, in being looked upon by her 
enchanting eyes. However, he followed the barge 
along the river-iide ; and tho' he walk'd very fall, a 
party of hprfe who were^ at his back, got before him. 
He turned out of the way to avoid being feen .; b»t one 
of them happening to be by himfelf at a fmall diflance 
from the reft, his curiofity to gain fome information 
concerning, 2aydc, made Gonfalvo negled his caution to* 
conceal himfelf, and aik the trooper if he knew whd 
thofe perfons were in the barge. They ai-e people of 
difUn£lion, replied he, among the Moors; who have 
been at Tortofa a few days, and came to hire a veflel to 
carry them to their own country. As he faid this, he 
looked ftedfaftly upon Gonfalvo, and rode with a full 
gallop to overtake his comrades. 

, Gonfalvo was furprifed exceedingly at what he heard, 
and no longer doubted, fince Zayde had tarried in Ton;- 
tofa, but it was Ihe he had heard talking in the garden- 
The winding of the river, and the ri/ing of the ground, ' 
made him lofe fight of Zayde. In the fame inftant, the 
whole body of horfe, who had pafTed him, came back 
to him; he concluded then they knew him, and would 
have quitted the road ; but they furrounded him.fo, that 
he faw it was impofiible to efcape them. He perceived, 
he who ,,headed them was Oliban, a principal officer of 
the guard to the prince of Leon, and was vexed to the 
foul $0 find himfelf known by him 5 but i; touched him 
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far deeper,* wl^en the^pfficcr tdd him, he had bee* 
feeking him feveral days, and had orders from the 
prince to bring him to courts 

• What, cried Gonfalvo, is not. the prince content to 
have ufed me as he has done, but will he alfb take away 
.my liberty 1 This is the only good that was left me, and I 
will rather perifti than fufFer it to beravifhed from me. — 
At this he drew his fword, and without confidering. the 
number of ihoCe who enclofed him, attacked them fo 
fiercely, that he killed two or three in an inftant, Oliban 
^id the guards only endeavour to feize him, and fecm^ 
his life. It was with difficulty they obeyed him ; and 
-Gonfalvo plied them fo furiouily, that they could not de* 
fend themfelves without engaging him. In ihort, the 
captain- being aftonifhed at his incredible bravery, and 
fearing he fhould not be able to execute the prince's in^ 
ibu^Uons, difmounted, and killed Gonfalvo's horfe with 
his fword. The horfe fo encumbered his mailer in the fall, 
that he could not free himfelf ; his fword broke, and he 
was cncompafled at once. Oliban reprefented to him> 
with a world of civility, the multitude, there was againil 
him, and the impoffibility of refitting. Gonfalvo wa.s too 
ieniible of it, but he thought it fuch an infinite misfor- 
tune to be carried back to Leon, that he could not con- 
fent to it. To have found Zayde, and inftantly to lofe 
her again, rendered him abfolutely defperate, and ho- 
ieemed to be in fuch a confufion, that Oliban believed 
it was his apprehenfion of the ill treatment he fhould 
receive from the prince, which gave him this extreme 
averfion to return. Sir, faid he, you muft certainly 
be ignorant of what has paflied at Leon fome time 
11 nee, or elfe you could not be fo afraid of going 
thither again. — I am ignorant, anfwerec? Gonfalvo, 
' of every thing ; I only know you would do me a 
greater pleafure to take away my life, than to condu£l 
me to die prince. — I would inform you farther, replied 
Oliban, if the prince had not exprefly forbid me ; I 
fball only add, therefore, that you have nothing to fear.—- . 
I am in hope, cried Gonfalvo, that my anguifh at being 
Vol. L ' F brough 
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brought back toLeon^ will prevent my being in a Condi* 
tion, when I arrive there, to gratify the prince's cruelty. 

As he ended thefe words^ he looked, towards the bark 
in which Zaydc was failing ; hut he could not fee her 
face ; for ftie fat upon the farther fide, and turned her 
head away. Was ever deftiny like minci faid he t 
himfelf. I lofe Zayde the very moment I have found 
her. When I faw her firft, and talked with her iji 
Alphonfo's houfe> fhe could not underftand me ; and 
now, when I have met with her at Tortofa, and. could. 
have been underftood by her, fhe did not know me ; aad 
though I fee her» and know her, and fhe could underftand 
jne, I have it not in my power to ipeak to her, and 
have no hope to fee her again. He flood muiing a- while 
in thefe various thoughts, and turning at once to thofe 
around him, I believe, faid he, you are in no fear of my 
cfcaping ; I beg the kindnefs of you, therefore, to let me go 
to the brink of the river, and fpcak a few words to the peo-, 
pie in yonder barge. — I am extremely forry, anfwercd 
Oliban, that my orders permit me not to grajitwhat yoa 
defire ; but I am forbid to let you fpeak to anyone whom- 
foever; and you will fuffer me to perform my injundlions. 

Gonfalvo was flruck fo fenfibly at this rcfufal, that 
the commander, who obferved his refentment, and feared 
he fhould call the company in the barge to zffiik him,~ 
ordered his troop to remove him to a diftance from the 
river. They obeyed immediately, and carried Gon- 
falvo to a place where they could have the moft con- 
venient accommodaticns for the night. The next 
morning they took the road to Leon, and marched fb 
fpacdily that they reached it in a few days. Oliban dif- 
patched one of his men to advife the prince of their 
arrival, and waited for his return a little way off from 
the city. The mellenger came back with orders to bring 
Gonfalvo to the palace by a private way, and to intro- 
duce him direi^ly into the prince's clofet. Gonfalvo 
was f > diipirited, that he refigned himfelf to them* with-, 
out fo much its afking whither they were conveying him, 

END of OicPIRST: PARTof zayde;. 
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WHEN Gonfalvo came into the palace of Leon^ 
the fight of the place where he had once be* a 
fo happy, "brought the ideas of his fortune 
freih into his mind, and. revived his hatred of Don 
Garcia. His grief for loiing Zayde gave way a few 
moments to the impetuous refentments of his rage, and 
he was wholly taken up with an eager deiire to make the 
prince underlland he deipifed all the ill ufage he could 
receive at his handc. 

While he was in this iituation, he faw Hermenefilda 
enter the room, accompanied only with the prince of 
Leon. The feeing thefe two perfons together in that 
particular place, and at midnight, fo amazed him, that 
he could not conceal his furprize. He drew back feveral 
fteps, and his aftoniihment difcovered fo evidently in his 
looks the thoughts which crowded in upon his imagina- 
tion, that Don Garcia immediately began : Am I not 
deceived, my dear Gonfalvo ? Do. you know the changes 
which have ^happened in the court ? Are you in doubt 
whether Hermeneiilda is lawfully my own ? She is ; and 
there is nothing wanting to my happinefs, but to have 
you confent to it, and be a witnefs of it. Thus faying, 
he embraced him, and Hermenefilda did the fame ; and, 
both of them entreated him to forgive the misfortunes 
which they had created him. It is I, iir, anfWered 
Gonfalvo, throwing himfelf at the prince's feet, it is X, 
who ought to alk pardon for letting thofe fufpicions ap- 
pear, which I own! could not avoid; but I hope you will 
forgive them to the iirft violence of fo extraordinary a 
furprize, and the little profpedl I had of your doing my 
^fter^fo fuperlative a grace. — You may hope every thiogv 
fepHed Don Garcia, from her beauty and my love ; aud 
F z I cou- 

Digitized by LaOO^ IC 



100 'Z A Y D E* Part H. 

9. conjure you to forget what ftie has done without your 
<:onfcioufnefs, in favour of a prince whofe heart flic 
perfedlly underftood, — Th^fuccefs, fir, has juiUfied her 
<:ondudl fo well,^ anfwerdd GoAfalvo^ that ihe has reafon 
to complain of the hindrance I would have given to her" 
ihappincfs. 

After thefe worlds, Don Garcia told Hermenefilda it 
\^as late, and perhaps flie might be willing to retire ; 
and tliat he fhould be glad to flay a little with Gon- 
ialvo- 

When they were alone, he embraced him with the 
liighefl ftgns of alFedlion : I cannot prefume to hope, 
iaid he, you IhouJd forget what has pafTed ; I only beg 
jou to remember the friendfhip there has been between 
us, and to believe nothing has made me wanting in what 
I owed to you, but a paifion which always deprives thofe 
of their reafon whom it invades, — I am fo amazed, fir, 
j-eturned Gonfalvo, .that! cannot anfwer : I am in doubt 
of what I fee ; and cannot believe I am happy enough 
to find the fame kindnefs revived in you, as I have for- 
merly feen. But fuffer me, fir, to afk you, to whom I 
owe this fortunate reftoration? — You afk me a great 
many things, replied the prince ; and though I had need 
of a longer fpace of time to inform you, I will anfwer 
you in a few vyords, being unwilling to delay for a mo- 
ment, that which will be able to jullify me to you. 

He was going then to relate the beginning of his 
paiTion for Hermenefilda, and the part Don Ramirez 
liad in it ; but to (hojten his trouble, Gonfalvo told 
Jiim,^ he had heard all that had pafTed to the day of hh 
leaving Leon, and he wanted to Jcnow only what had 
Jiappened iince* 
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The history of DON GARCIA ani> 
HERMENESILDA. 

"VroU went avray, midoubtedly, fa:id Dorr Garcijty 
•^ upon difcovering that I had the vveaknefs to con- 
fent to yoar jrcmoval ; and the miflake Nugna Bella 
committed in fending you a letter fhe writ to Don Ra- 
mirez, apprifed you of what had been kept ferret from 
you with {<) much care. Don Kamirez i:eceived the let- 
ter which was writ to you, and made- no queilion bur 
the other which was for him,' had fallen into your hands.. 
Hs was extremely troubled, an*d I was not lef^"^ for oirr 
•faults were common, though with a difference. Your 
'departuj<e made him glad, as it did me alfo at firfl ; but, 
'when I refleSed upon the condition you were in, and 
confidered that J was the caufe of it, I thought I fhould 
have died with grief. I was diftradted, I perceived, in^ 
ka\ing fo ftudioufly concealed from you my love to Her-- 
'menefilda : as my ientiments towards her were not of a^ 
nature to' be difapproved, I was feveral times on the" 
point of fending after you ; and had dene fo, if I had 
been alone in the offence; but the intereft of Nugna 
Bella and Don Ramirez was an invincible obftacle to 
your return. I did not let them know my thoughts;, 
and tried as much as was poffible to forget you. Your 
departure made a noife, and every one fpoke of it ac'- 
cording to his fancy. 

As foon as I was ho longer reftrained by your counfels,. 
but followed thofe of Ramirez, who, for his own fer- 
vice, wilhed to fee' the government in my harids, I em- 
broiled myfelf with the king entirely ; who then faw he 
was,miftaken in believing it was you who put me upon 
the things he difliked. Our mifunderftanding increased ; 
and the queen, my mother, employed her good offices 
in vain ; and-matters went fo far, that it was not doubted 
F 5 but 
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but I defigned to put myfelf at the head of a party. I 
do not think, however, I Ihould have refolved upon it, 
if the count, your father (who underftood, by thofe Kc 
liad placed about her, the love I had for his daughter), 
had not offered me, in cafe I would marry her, troops, 
places and money, and whatever in fhort was neceffary 
to oblige the king to admit me partner in the crown. • 

You know the fway my paffions have over me, and in 
what a degree love and ambition reigned in my heart. 
Thefe were both gratified by fuch an offer ; and my 
virtue >vas too weak to refift, not having you with me 
to fupport it. I embraced the overture with joy : but 
before I engaged abfolutely, I wanted to difcover who 
were in the party of which I was making myfelf the 
j^ead. There were feveral perfons, I found, of confi- 
deration : among others, the father of Nugna Bella, 
one of the counts of CafHle, who with Nugnez Fer- 
nando infifted that I ihould acknowledge them for fove- 
reigns. 

This propofal farprifed me, and I was fomewhat 
alhamed to do a thing fo prejudicial to the flate, out of 
a precipitate impatience to reign : but Don Ramirez, 
for his own interefl, aflifled to determine me. He pro- 
mifed thofe who negotiated for the counts, to prevail 
with me to grant what they defired, provided they 
^ aiTured him he ihould have Nugna Bella. He obliged 
me alfo to afk her for him, which I did very gladly. It 
.was- agreed on, and our treaty was concluded fhortly 
after. 

I could not bear to flay till the end of the war, to 
marry Hcrmeneiilda ; but fent Nugnez Fernando word, 
I was refolved to retire from court, and carry her away 
with me. He confented ; and I wanted now only te 
contrive the means. Don Ramirez was as muck con- 
cerned in this as myfelf, becaufe Diego Porcellos thought 
it proper that Nugna Bella ihould accompany Hermene- 
filda. We pitched upon a day, when the queen ihould 
go to take the air out of the city, and agreed to make 
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him> who drove the chariot in which Nugna Sella and 
Hermenefilda were^ break company with that of thd 
,qaeeji> and carry them to Placentia, which was uhdei* 
Iny command^ where Nugnez Fernando was to meet 
us. 

This was all executed more happily than we had hoped. 
I married Hermenefilda the^ fame evening as we arrived, 
decency and my love requiring it ; and it was neceflary, 
in order to fix the count of Caftile entirely in my in- 
tereft. In the midll of the joy we both poirefTed; we- talked 
of you with the deepeil forrow. I confcffed to her the 
caufe of your departure ; and we lamented together our 
unhappinefs in not knowing to 'what part of the world 
yott were gone. I could not be comforted for youf lofs, 
and beheld Don Ramirez with horror, as the author of 
my crime. His marriage was put oiF; Nugna Bella 
chafing to wait for Diego Porcellos her father, who was 
detained in Cailile to aifemble the forces he had raifcd. 

In the mean time the greater part of the kingdom 
declared for me. The king negleded not to provide a 
confiderable tirmy to oppofe me. There were feveral 
engagements, in one of the firfl of which Don Ramirez 
was ^lled upon the fpot. Nugna Bella was exceedingly 
grieved ; and your Mer, who was a witnefs of her 
aiflidion, took pains to comfort her. In lefs- than two 
months I made fuch a progrefs, that the queen, finding 
it was impoffible to withftand me, brought the king to 
^n accommodation, having convinced him it was abfo- 
lately neceflary. She came to the place where I was, 
amd told me the king was refolved to confult his eafe^ 
that he refigned the crown in my favour, and refervcd 
to himfelf only the fovercignty of Zamora to end his 
days there, and that of Oviedo to bellow upon my bro- 
ther. It was difEcult to'refufe fo advantageous an offer ; 
I accepted it ; and every thing neceffary was performed, 
to put the treaty in execution. I went to Leon, and faw 
the king ; he laid down his crpwn, and iet out the fame 
iay for Zamora. 

F 4 Permit 
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Permit me^ fir, irit'errupted Gonfalvo, to cxprcfs my 
aftoniftiment — Rdlrain yourfelf, ' anfwered Don Garcia, 
till I have told you what relates to Nugna Bella. I 
do not know whether what I am going to fay, wilt give 
you joy or forrow, becaufe I am ignorant what your pre-* 
fentiments* are cdriecrning; her.-— PerfefHy indifferent, 
returned Gonfalvo.— Then you will hear me without 
uneaHnefs,. replied the king. Immediately upon the 
peace, fhe went^to Leon with the queen ; I thought- fhe 
v/ifned for your return ; I fpoke to her of you, and 
found Tne repented fevcrely of her unfaithftilnefs* We 
re f'jlved to make inquiry after you, though it was 
very diiliciirt, it not being known whither you were 
witlidrawn. If any one knew, fhe..fai^, it was Don 
Oimond.— I fent to him that 'momcint, and conjured 
him to giv^ me fome information abQut ,you. — He 
anfwered, that fince my marriage and Ramirez's deaths 
he was going feveral times to mention yoii to me^ 
rightly judging that tne reafons which caufed your re- 
moval were ceafed ; but not knowing, where you werc^ 
he thought it would Jignify nothing ; that he kad re-* 
ceived a letter froih you, but you did .not acqiiaint 
■him with the plafce of your retirement, and only deiired 
lie would write to you at Tarragona; which made him 
think you were not out of Spain. 

I prefentlydifpatchcd feveral parties of my guards to 
learch for you, and judged by your letter to Don OU 
mond that you were ignorant of the changes which had 
happened. I enjoined them to fay nothing to you con- 
cerning the ftate of the coart» or my fentimentsi and I 
promifed myfelf an infinite pleafure in letting yoaknow 
hoth, by my own relation. A few days after, Don 
Olmond alfo fet out in queft of you, believing he ihoold 
£nd you fooner than thofe I had employed. I thought 
Nugna Bella feeriied overjoyed at the hope of your 
coming back; but her father, whom I had acknow- 
ledged for a fovercign as well as yours, fent to afk leave 
of the queen to recal her home. As unwilling as they 
were to part, Nugna Bella could not avoid it ; flic went, 
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and as foon as flie was arrived in Caftile, her father mar- 
xied her to a German prince, whom his devotion had 
brought into Spain . He imagined he faw in this ftrangcr. 
an extraordinary merit, and on that account made choice 
of him for hi? daughter ; he has fenfe, perhaps, aod* 
valour ; but his humour and his pcrfbn are not agree- 
able ; and Nugna Bella is very milerable.. 

This, faid.the king, concluding his ^ifcourfe, is what 
has paflcd iince your departure : I£ you love Nugna 
Bella no more, and love me Hill, I have ajl I wiih; 
for you will be as happy as ever, and I (hall be perfe<31y 
ib, by the renovation of your friendfhip.— Your good- 
.nefs, fir, anfwered Gonfalvo, confounds me ; and I afim 
afraid I cannot fufficiently exprcfs my gratitude and joy; 
but the habitual fadnefs I have contracted by my mif- 
fortunes, and by folitude, leaves fuGh< an impreffion on. 
me as belies the fentiments of my heart., • 

After thefe words,. Don Garcia withdrew, and Gofi- 
lalvo was condui3«d to an apartment prepared for him 
in the palace. When* he was alone, and reflefted on the 
little joy he toot in fo advantageous a change, what re- 
proachesdid he not heap an himfelf for being fo entirely - 
abandoned to love ? . - 

It is you alone, Zayde, cried he^ who hinder my re- 
joicing at the refloration of my. fortune, and of a for- 
tune which even exceeds that which I loft.. My father 
is a fovereign, my fifter is queen, and I am revenged of 
all thofq wh# betrayed me.. Yet I am wretched.; and 
would give up all thefe advantages for the opportunity 
which is fnatched from me/ of following and beholding; 
you. 

The next day the whole court knew of his return.. 
The. king was continually fhewing the affedion he hhd 
for him, and took pains to give public teftimonies of it,. 
byway of reparation ofwhat was pafled. But fo illaf- 
trious a favouf did not comfort this dejefted lover for the* 
Jofs of Zayde; he was not able to hide his affli<^ioti : 
. liie king: perceiyed it, and preftcij him fb earneftly <o. 
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declare the caufe, that Gonfalvo could not refufe it. 
Having told him his pafTion for Zayde, and all that had 
befallen him Ance his leaving Leon ; — See^ iir^ faid he^ 
how I have been paniihed for daring to maintain againft 
you, that one ought not to love till after a long ac- 
quaintance.- I have been deceived by one whom. I 
thought I knew ; yet this experience could not protcd 
me againft Zayde> whom I knew not, and to whom I 
am flill a Granger ; and who, notwithftanding, imbitters 
the l<appy condition in which you have generoufly placed 
me. 

The king was too fenfible of love, aaid too much 
affeded with what concerned Gonfalvo, not to be mov- 
ed at his misfortune. He coniidered with him what 
could be done to get news of Zayde ; they agreed to 
fend to Tortofa, to the houfe where Gonfalvo had 
ever-heard her talking, and endeavour, at leaft, to gain 
ferae intelligence concerning her country, and the place 
whither ihe was gone. Gonfalvo, who was :willing to 
apprife Alphonfo of what had happened to him iince 
shis leaving his folitude, improved this opportunity to 
write to him, and renew the aifuranccs' of his friend- 
£iip. 

In the mean time, the Moors, taking advantage of 
thcfe diforders in Leon, had furprifed feveral places, 
and without declaring war continued to enlarge their 
borders. Don Garcia, impelled by his natural ambi- 
tion, and affifled by the valour of Gonialvo, refolved 
to enter their country, and recover all they had ufurpcd. 
Don Ordogno, his brother, joined him, and they brought 
a powerful army into the field. Gonfalv* was general, 
and in a (hort time made a confiderable progrefs ; he 
took fome towns, and fucceeded in feveral engagements ; 
and finally befieged Talavera, a very important place 
both by its fituation and greatnefs. Abderame king of 
Cordova, Abdalla's fucceHbr, matched in perfon againil 
the king of |ae«n. He advanced toward Talavera in 
hope so raife the fiege. Don Garcia, with the prince 
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Ms brother, detached the. greater part of the army to 
fight him, leaving Gonfalvo with the remainder to pur- 
■fae the fiege^ Gonfalvo gladly accepted the charge; 
-and the affurance either of conqueft or death, made him 
icarlefs of the event. He had received no advices con- 
cerning Zayde ; his paffion for her, and his defireto fee 
her again, tortured him more than ever; infomuchthat 
in all bis fortune and his glory, life was fo unplcafing,^ 
that he ardently embraced any occafion to' put an end to 
it. The king advanced again ft Abderame, and found 
hira encamped in an advantageous poft of a day's march 
from Talavera. Several days pafled before they came 
to adion ; for the Moors would not quit their lines, 
and Don Garcia was not ftrong enough to attack them. 
Gonfalvo, in the mean while, judged it impoflible to 
carry on the iiege, becaufe not having tro(5ps enough 
to cnclofe the town on every iide, they could receive 
fuccours by night, which might enable the befieged to 
make fallies which he could not fuftain. As he had made 
a confiderable breach, he refolved to hazard a general 
aifault, and attempt, by fo daring an enterprize, to ex- 
ecute a thing which he looked upon as defperate. ^Ile 
performed what he defigned ; and having given the ne- 
ceflary orders, attacked the town before break of day ; 
and with fo much courage and perfuafion of vidory, 
that he infpired his foldiers with the fame fentiments. 
They did anions beyond belief; and in lels than two 
hours^ Gonfelvo became mafter of the. town. He did 
all he could to hinder the pillage ; but it was impoffible 
to rellrain the troops, who were animated with the hope 
of booty. 

As he walked through the town to prevent dlforders^ 
he faw a fingle man who defended himfelf againft feverai; 
and endeavoured to get into a fort which was not yet 
forrendered. They who attacked him prefTcd on fierce- 
ly, and were going to wound him- in feveral places, if 
Gonfalvo had not mfhed between and commanded them 
fO retire* H« jrproached them for their ^agencrous 
.JF 6 conduil ; 
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conduA ; but they excufed tkemfclves, by faying, he 
.whom they were engaging was priiice Zylcma, who had 
jdlled an infinite number of their comrades, and was 
ftriving to throw himfelf into the fort. The name o£ 
this|jrince was too celebrated, both for his dignity, and 
his general command of the Moorilh armies, not to be 
known to Gonfalvo. He came up to him ; and this 
brave man, feeing he could defend himfelf no longer, 
yielded his fword with an air fo noble and intrepid, that 
ijonfalvo did not doubt his being worthy of the bigfi 
reputation he had acquired. He delivered him in charge 
to his officers, and proceeded to the fort to fummon it 
to furrender. Upon his promifing thofe who were in it 
their Uves, the gates were opened ; and as he entered 
he underftood there were a great many Arabian ladies 
within, who had retreated thither. He was condudied 
to their apartment, which was very fplendid, and adorn- 
ed with all the elegance of the Moors ; and in it were 
feveral women upon cufhions, who only fhewed their 
grief at being made captives, by a melancholy filencc. 
They were at a diftance, as by way of refped, frpm one 
who was magnificently drefled, and. lying on at couch. 
Her head was leaned upon one of her hands, and Ihe 
wiped her tears and hid her face with the other, as if 
ihe were willing for a few moments to keep off the fight 
of lier enemies . B ut at the noife of thofe who accompa- 
nied Gonfalvo,. fhe looked up, and difcovered to him 
Zayde; (See the Plate.)- but Zayde more beautiful 
than. he had ever beheld her, even in defpite of the for-. 
jow and diftrefs which appeared in her countenance. 

Gonfalvo was fo fur^rifed, that he fecn;ed mort 
troubled than Zayde ;. and Za}'*de feemed to take cou- 
rage, and lofe part of her fears at the fight of Qonfalvo. 

They came forward to each other, and bpth begin- 
ning to fpeak, Gonfalvo ufed the Greek tongue, to beg 
pardon of her for appearing before her as an enemy. 
At the fame inftant, Zayde told him in Spanifli, flie 
wa« no longer afraid of .tie misfortunes lie had apprc- 
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Jiendcd, and that this was not the firft danger froiri wbick 
he had refcued her. They were fo amazed at lieapng 
each Qther ipeak their mutual languages, and the reafons 
which had engaged them to learn them occurred fo read»* 
ly to their thoughts, that they blufhed, and remained for 
a while in a profound filencc. At length Gonfalvo bcu 
gan, and continuing to fpeak in Greek — I do not know, 
madam, (aid h^ whether I di4 well .to wiih fo earnellly 
as I have, that you could underftanime ; perhaps I fhall 
not be lefs wretched by it : but whatc\«r may ha^peiv 
fince I have the joy to fee. you, again,, after J had fo ofteh 
defpaired of it, I fiiall complain of my fortune no more. 
Zayde feemed embarrafTed at what he faid, and looking 
on him with her lovely eyes, .which yet teftified a fad^• 
nefs — I am iUU uncertain, faid fhe in her own language, 
not caring to talk to him in Spaniih, whether .my father 
has been able to efcape the dangers to which he haa" been 
expofed in this engagement ; you will permit me, fherau 
fore, inftead of anfwering you, to enquire after. Ihirak 
Gonfalvo called in thofe who were at hand, to aik them 
concerning what £he defired to know; and had the 
pleafure to underlland, that the prii^ce whofelife he had 
faved, was the father of Zayde ; and fhe feemed to be^ 
overjoyed to find by what fortunate accident her father, 
had been delivered from death*. '. .. . . . . , 

• After this, Gpnfalvo was obliged to take notice of aM 
the other ladies in the fort; and was exceedingly -fuiv. 
prifed to find Don Olmond there, who had not been 
heard of fmce he left Leon to go in fearch of him. 
Having paid his due regards to fo faithful a friend, lie 
returned to Zayde. As he was beginning to fpeak to 
•her, advice was brought him, that there was fuch a 
4ifbrder in the town that nothing but his prefence could 
quiet it. He was forced to run where his duty called 
him, and gave what commands he thought weYe ne- 
cefTary to appeafe the tumult, which was owing to the 
avarice of the foldiers, and the terror of the inhabitants. 
ijc difpatchcd an exprefs to the king, |o apprize him of 
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the taking of the town, and returned with impatience to 
Zayde. All the ladies, who were with her, being with- 
drawn, he was willing to improve thofe moments of 
converiing with her ; but as his dcfign was to talk to her 
about his pafiion, he was ftrangely troubled, and faw, 
•that to have it in his power to be underflood, was not 
always fufiicient to make him refolve to declare his mind. 
He was afraid, however, to lofe an occafion he had 
wifhed for fo much, and after he had wondered a little 
at the unufual variety of their fortune, in having been 
together fo long without being Jcnown, and without 
.fpeaking to each other — We are very far, faid Zayde, 
^om falling into the fame perplexity again; fori under- 
hand the Spanifh tongue, and you underftand mine.--*. 
It was fuch an affti6lion to me, anfwered Gonfalvo, not 
to underftand it, that I have learned it, even without 
the hope of its being able ever to make me amends for 
what I have fuffered by not knowing it. — For my parti 
replied Zayde blufhing, I have learned Spanifh, becauie 
it is troublefbme not to underftand the language of the 
country where one is.— rl often underftood you, madam, 
anfwered Gonfalvo, and though I did not know your 
language, I could at feveral times have given an exaft 
account of your thoughts, and am perfuadcd that you 
alfo faw mine better than I faw yours. — I am lefs dif- 
cerning, I affure you, returned Zayde, than you imagine ; 
and all I have been able to conclude, is, that you was 
frequently very deje£ted. — I told you the reafon, faid 
Gonfalvo ; ' and I believe you did not fail to underftand 
' me, without knowing my words. Do not deny it, ma- 
dslm ; you anfwered me without fpeaking, with a feverity 
as great as you can wifh. But fmce I was able to know 
yotu: indifference, how Ihould you not know thofe fenti- 
ments which appear more eafilythan indifference, and 
ihew themielves in defpite of us ? I own, notwithftanding, 
that I have fometimes feen your beautiful eyes turned 
upon me in a manner which would have given me joy, 
if I had not believed I owed thofe favourable regards to 
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a refemblance of fome other perfon. — I will not deny, 
. anfwered Zayde, that you refemble another : but you 
will have no reafon to complain, if I tell you, I have 
. often wiftied you could be the perfon whom you re- 
femble. — I do not know, cried Gonfalvo, whether what 
you have faid is in my favour, and cannot thank you, 
unlefs you explain it better. — I have faid too much, re- 
plied Zayde, to explain farther; and my lafl words 
allow me not to do it. — I am deftined to be fo unhappy 
as not to underftand you, returned Gonfalvo, Jince even, 
while you ipeak in Spanifli, I do not know what it is you 
fay. But, madam, are you fo cruel as to add further un- 
certainties to thofe in which I have lived fo long ? I 
muft die at your feet, unlefs you tell me who it was you 
lamented in Alphonfo's defart, and who it is my ill or 
good fortune will have me to refemble. My curiofity 
would undoubtedly go beyond thefe two things, if my 
refped to you did not reftrain it ; but I will wait till 
tinjie and your goodnefs permit me to enquire farther. 

As Zayde was going to reply, the Arabian women in 
. the fort aiked leave to (peak with Gonfalvo ; and feve- 
. jal others coming in at the fame time, Ihe took fuch 
care to avoid entering into a feparate converfation 
with him, that it was impoffible for him to get an op- 
portunity. 

He fhut himfelf up in private, to refleft upon the 
pleafure of having found Zayde again, and found her 
in a place of which he was mafter. He fancied alfo he 
remarked in her eyes a certain joy at feeing him again ; 
he was pleafed flie had learned Spaniih ; and ihe fpoke 
it fo readily, gs foon as fh^ faw him, that he flattered him- 
felf he had had fome fhare in the pains ihe had taken to 
learn it. In a word, the fight of Zayde, and the hope 
of not being hated by her, excited in Gonfalvo the moft 
delightful fenfations which a lover can feel, who is not 
aiTured of being lov«d. 

Don Olmond returned from the fort, whither he had 
been detached to bring up the troops, and broke off his 
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contemplation. As Gonftlvo had met him in the fame 
place wi^Zayde,~he thought he might know from hiai 
the birth and adventures of that beautiful princefs. He 
was apprehenfive, however, of his being in love with 
her; and the dread of finding a rival in a man whom 
he efteemed his friend, for a long time fufpcnded his 
curiofity, but he could not command it. Having afked 
Don Olmond what accident had broughti him to Tal^- 
vera, and leai-ncd that he was taken prifoner as he was 
going to feek after him at Tarragona, he fpoke to him 
about Zulema, in order to bring on the mention of 

. Zayde.. 

You know, faid'Don Qlmond, he is nephew of CalipL 
Ofmao, land would be in the place of Caimadan, who 
now reign's, if he wene as fortunate as he deferves. He* 
holds a cohfidej^ble: rank anong the Arabians, and is 
come into Spain to command- the armies of the king of 
Cordova, and lives there w£d» at grandeir and dignitjr 
which :furprired me. When I arrived here, I foupdia 
court very, agreeable,, in which Bellenia, prince Ofmin*s> 
lady, the tbrother of Zulema, waa- then prefent., Thkt 
princefeis cfteemed no Icfa for.her virtue than^her birth.. 
She had with her the princefs Eclima^ he* daughter,. 

. whofe wit andafped.are full of chaians, though attend-, 
ed with a great melancholy and languor. You have fe^ 
the inconiparablc "beauty, of Zayde, > and inay eafily fup-. 
pofe my aftonifhment at finding fb many extraordinary 
perfons in Talavera. — Zayde is indeed, anfwered Gon- 
falvo, the moll perfedl beauty I have £een, and no doubt 
(he has there a multitude of lovers.^— Alamir, prince of 
Tarfus, replied Don Olmond, loves her intenfely-; hts 
pafiion for her began in Cyprus, and he - bore - her 
company when, Ihe.left the place. Zulema was ihip- 
wrecked in the voyage upon the coafl of Catalonia, and 
is fince arriyed. in Spain ; ..and. Alamir is come to Tala- 
vera to look after Zayde. - 

Don Olmond's words gave Gonfalvo a mortal wound ;; 
hi? furpicions wei^c jcoixfirmed^ and he faw at once thit 
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' a:ll he had imagined was trae. The hope of being 
imi&aken> with which he flattered himfelf fo often, for*» 
(ook him entirely, and the gladnefs.he had received from 
his late converfation with Zayde, fervcd only to augi 
meat his grief; He no longer doubted that the tear* 
(he fhed at Alphonfo's wtTt for- Alamir ; that he was thd 
pcrfon whom he refembled, and that it was on his ac- 
count fhe came to the coafl of Catalonia. 

He would gladly have put many more queftions to 
Don Olmond, but was retrained by. the fear of difcoi 
vcring to him that which he dofired to keep concealed] 
He oiily enquired concerffing Felima. Don Olmond 
faid, " ihe had followed the princefs her mother to Oro- 
peze, where Ofmin commanded a divifion of • thtf" 
army. * * ' ♦ . • . • , . ^ * . 

Gcnfalvo now withdrew, under pretence of g^ing td 
reft, but in truth it was to be at liberty to lament him* 
felf, and to refleft upon the jperverfenefs of his ill for- 
tune. Why did I find Zayde again, faid he, before I 
knew tliat ike loves Alamir ? If I had known this when 
I loll her, I fhould have been lefs troubled at her abfence, * 
nor fliould I have rejoiced fo at, finding her, nor feit the 
- cruel forrow of loiing the hopes fhe had juft given me. 
What a deftiny* is mine 1 that even the kindnefs of 
Zayde fervcs only to render me unhappy ! Why does Ihe 
fliew me fhe allows my pafiion, if fhe approves that of 
Alamir ? And what does fhe mean by wifhing I could btf 
the peribn whom I refemble ? 

' Thefe refleftions inflamed his grief 5 and the next 
day (for which he ought to have waited with impatience, 
and which ought to have be$n (o welcome, becaufe h^ 
was then afTured of feeing Zayde, and talking with her) ' 
appeared the moft difmal he had ever knoWn.- 

About midnight the mefTenger, who went to carry the 
king the news of taking the town, returned with orders 
for Gonfalvo to leave it immediately, and join the army 
with all the cavalry. Don Garcia underftood the Moors 
cxpeded confiderable fuccours^ and'ther^fore he judged 
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it proper to ufe the advantage of Gonfalvo's viGtorf^ 
and ailemble all his troops to -attack the enemy be^d 
they were reinforced. As difficult as Gon^vo found it 
to execute this order of the king, on account of getting 
the foldiers to march, who were fatigued with the labours 
of the preceding night ; his defire to be in the battle 
caufedhim to exert himfelf fo vigoroufly, that in a little 
while he brought them into a marching pofture, and un- 
derwent the fcvere violence of leaving Zaydc without 
bidding her adieu. He ordered Zulema to be conduced 
to the fort where ihe was, and commanded the officer 
who guarded her, to inform her of the reafons which 
obliged him to leave Talavera with fo much predpits- 
Xion. 

At break of day he mounted at the head of his troops, 
and fet forward with a fadnefs equal to the occafion of 
it : when he drew near the camp he met the king, who 
was come out to receive him $ he alighted, and gave him 
an account of the adion at Talavera; and having 
finifhed his difcourfe about the war, he fpoke to him 
concerning his love : he told him he had found Zayde, 
but at the fame time he had alfo found that rival, iht 
mere idea of whom had given him fuch uneaiinefs. 
^The king fl>ewcd him how deeply he was interefted 
in every thing which affected hin), and how highly he 
was pleafed with his late vidlory, Gonfalvo made his 
troops encamp, and repofe themfelves for a few mo- 
ments, in order to prepare for the intended fight. The 
battle was not abfolutely refolved on ; for the adv^- 
tageous poft of the enemy, their numbers, and the road 
through which they mufl pafs to get up to them, made 
it difficult to form fuch a refolution, and hazardous to 
execute it. Gonfalvo, however, declared for it; and 
the hope of meeting Al^mir in the engagement made him 
prefs his opinion fo warmly, that it was concludeE to 
begin the battle the next day. 

. The Arabians lay upon a plain within fight of Alma* 
fas ; and their camp being encompaiTed by a large wood, 
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was accefTible only by a narrow paflagc, which feemed 
.too dangerous to be attempted. Gonfalvo, notwith- 
{landing, led the way through the wood at the head of 
the horfe, and ihewed himfelf upon the plain with feve- 
ral fquadrons. The Arabians, being furprifed te fee 
their enemies fo near, fpent that time in refolving, which 
they ought to have employed in fighting, and thereby 
gave the Spaniards leifure to bring up all their troops, 
and form themfelves in order of battle. Gonfalvo 
marched on dircdly with the left wing, and broke 
through th^ Arabian horfe, and put them to flights 
He did not trouble himfelf to purfue thofe who fled, but 
fearching after the prince of Tarfus, and puihing on te 
new conquefts, turned Ihort upon the infantry. The 
right wing in the mean while had not equal fuccefs ; the 
infidels repulfed them to the body of refervc, which was 
commanded by the king in perfbn ; he put a flop to 
their vidlory, and drove them to the gates of Almaras, 
fo that there remained only the foot under Abderame, 
which Gonfalvo was now going to attack. They flood 
flill to receive him, and opening their battalions, the 
archers made fuch a prodigious difchaxge, that the Spanifh 
horfe could not fland them. Gonfalvo rallied his men, 
and renewed the attack three times ; at lafl he furrounded 
the Moorifh infantry on every fide, and being moved to 
fee fuch brave men perifh, called out to them that he 
gave them quarter. At this they all threw down their 
arms, and running about him in crouds, feemed to ex- 
prefs the highefl admiration of his clemency, after they 
had experienced his valojar. In the fame moment the 
king of Leon joined Gonfalvo, and bellowed on him all 
the praifes his intrepid condudl deferved. They undcr- 
flood that Abderame drew off in the lafl onfet, and 
retired to Almaras. 

The glory Gonfalvo had acquired by this adlion ought 
to have given him joy; but he was wholly opprcSed 
with grief fi&r having neither lofl his life, nor met with 
^laioir. 

The 
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The prifoners informed him this prince was not in the 
army, but commanded the fuccours they were expefting j. 
and that it was the hope of his fupplies which had made 
them endeavour to delay the battle. 

As the Arabians had rallied part of their army, and 
were reinforced by the troops of Alamir, and had a 
large town before them, which could not be befieged in 
their fight, the king could expedl no other advantage 
from his vi'dory, than the honour of having won it'. 
Abdcrame, however, under colour of burying the 
'dead, defired a truce of fome da^s, with a defign to fet 
on foot a negotiation for peace. 

During the truce, as Gonfalvo was one day vifiting thfe 
quarters, he faw upon a fmall eminence two of the 
enem-y's horfe defending themfelves . againil feveral of 
the Spaniards, v/ho, in fpite of their refiHanc^, werfc 
ready to opprefs them by their numbers. He wai 
amazed to fee ihis combat in -the time of the truce, ani 
a combat fo very unequal ; and difpatched fome of hrs 
men full fpeed to put an end to it, and learn the caufc. 
They brought word that the two Arabian horfemen 
would have pajfTed along by the advance guard, who 
flopped them with great infdlence, upon which they drew 
their fwords, "and that the reft of the cavalry on the fpot 
fell in upon them. Gonfalvo ordered an oiEcer to go 
in his name, and excufe it to the two Arabians, and 
<:ondu6t them a-crofs to that fide of the camp whither 
they wanted to go. After this, he continued to walk the 
round, and went on to the king's quarter, and made it 
very late when he returned to his own. /the next day, 
the officer who had conduced the Arabian cavaliers 
waited on him ; Sir, faid he, one of thofe you fent us 
to fafe-guard, charged us to tell you, he is extremely 
forry that an important affair, which has no relation to 
the war, hindered him from cpming to give you thanks ; 
and that he is glad to inforni you, it is prince Alamir 
who is indebted to you for his life, 
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When Gonfalvo heard the name of Alamir, and re- 
flefted that that rival whom he was fo impatient to hunt 
-out over the whole world, even while he knew him not, 
neither his name nor his country, had pafTed through 
the camp, and in his view, to go, undoubtedly, to 
Zayde, he flood like a man thunder-ftruck, and had 
only ftrength to alk, what' road he had taken ? when 
jiiey anfwered, that of Talavera: he fent every body 
<Vit of his tent, and lay overwhelmed in defpair, at not 
Jiaving known the prince of Tarfus. ^ 

In this inftant he refolved to fteal out of the army, 
and haften to Talavera, and by his prefence difturb the 
interview of Alamir and Zayde, and either take his 
jival's life, or die before her eyes. As he was con- 
triving the means, a meflage was brought him, that 
the enemy's troops appeared a few leagues from the 
xamp, and that the king ordered him to go out and 
'Obferve them ; he was forced to obey, and to fufpend his 
•own defign. He mounted immediately, and having 
jode a while, juft as he had" rnadehis way through a 
wood, he learned that the troops which were difcovered, 
were only fome Arabians returning from guarding a 
.<:onvoy. At this he caufed the horfe who were with 
Jiim to turn back to the camp, and being attended only 
.with his own fexvants, marched flovvly, on purpofe ta 
linger in the wood, that he might take the path to Tala- 
vera, when the troops he had fent oiF were out of fight* 
As he was in the middle of a fpacious road he met an 
Arabian horfeman, of a handfome mien, who was go- 
ing the fame way in deep dejeflion-*" They who ac- 
companied Gonfalvo, happened to pronounce his name, 
>At the found of Gonfalvo's name the Arabian broke out 
of his mufmg, and alked them if he who rode by him- 
ielf was Gonfalvo. As foon as they replied, it was ; I 
ihould be very glad, faid he, aloudV to fee a man of 
fuch extraordinary merit, and to have it in my power 
to thank him for the favours he has done me. — At this 
iie advanced to Gonfalvo, and put up his hand to the 
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vizor of his helmet to falute him ; but when he faw his 
face, O heavens ! cried he, is it poffible this (hould be 
Gonfalvo ! And then viewing him heedfulJy, he flood 
without motion, like a man in a wild furprize, and 
agitated with very different thoughts. Having continued 
a while in this condition, Alamir, cried ne at once> 
ought not to fuffer him to live, to whom Zayde is 
deftined, or to whom fhe defUnes herfelf. 

Gonfalvo, who feemed ailonifhed at the a6lion, and 
the firfl words of this Arabian cavalier, and had heai'd 
him thus far with temper, was flruck at this fudden 
turn with the highefl furprize, upon mentioning the' 
names of Zayde and Alamir, and thought he had before 
him that formidable rival, whom he was feeking after 
with fuch hatred and defire of revenge. — I do not know, 
anfwered he, whether Zayde is deflined to me ; but if 
you are the prince of Tarfu«, as you give me ground to 
believe, hope not to become poffeflcd of her but by my 
death. — Nor fhall you, replied Alamir, unlefs by mine ; 
I fee too well by your expreffions that you are he who 
caufes my misfortune. — Gonfalvo heard thefe words im- 
perfeAly; he drew back a few fleps, and curbed his 
impatience which pufhed him on to fight, till he had* 
provided that their combat might not be interrupted. 
He ordered his followers to retire, and ordered them 
with fo much authority, that they did not dare to dif- 
obey ; but they made hafle to bring back fome of the 
principal officers, who hadjufl left Gonfalvo, and could 
not be far off. At the fame time Gonfalvo and Alamir 
began an encounter, in which bravery and valour (hewed 
all their power. Alamir was wounded in fo many pla- 
ces, that his flrength began to fail ; and though Gon- 
falvo was wounded too, the profpeft of viftory gave him 
fuch frefh ardor, as made him mailer of this unhappy 
prince's life. The king, who was near the wood, be- 
ing alarmed by the cries of the foldiers Gonfalvo had 
difmifTed, rufhed in and parted the combatants. He 
undcrflood by Alamir 's fquire, who Cume up at the 

time. 
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time, his mafler^s name; and Gonfalvo * feeing the 
prince lofe fuch quantities of blood, commanded them to 
help him. 

If the king had followed his own inclination, he. 
would have given contrary orders; however, he con- 
tented himfelf with directing to have the prince fecured, 
and turned all his thoughts to the preferving his favourite. 
He caufed him to be carried to the camp ; but as Alamii; * 
was not able to bear fuch a fatigue, they removed him 
to a caftle near at hand. As foon as Gonfalvo was ia 
the camp, the king made his furgeons give their opinion 
of his wounds. They affured him he need be in no 
pain for his life. Don Garcia could not leave him 'till 
he had learned from his own mouth the occafion of the 
duel. . Gonfalvo, who concealed nothing from him, 
confefled the truth ; and the king being afraid to pre- 
judice' his health by too long a converfation, left hint, 
to take his reft* 

The next day it was known, that the prince of Tarfu$ 
was wounded very dangeroufly ; and feme days after h« 
was feized with fb violent a fever, that they almoft def* 
paired of his life. Gonfalvo imagined Zayde could not 
underftand this prince's danger, without fending to know 
how he was ; and therefore directed a trufty fervant to go 
every day to the caftle where Alamirwas kept, and'dif- 
cover whether any body came thither to try to fee him. 
He would fain have been f^tisfied ^fo concerning that 
refemblance which had given him fo much curiofity ; 
but in the prince's prefent indifpofition it was impoffible 
to diftinguifty the features in his face. 

The perfon employed on this fervice performed it 
carefully, and apprifed Gonfalvo, that while Alamir lay 
fil, no one a(ked to fpeak with him ; but fome un- 
known people attended daily to enquire after his health, 
without mentioning the name of thofe who fent them.. 
Though Gonfalvo did not doubt. Alamir's being loved 
by Zayde, every thing which aflured him of it gave him. 
fr^fhpain. As he was in this pungent afiUdUon, the 
5 king 
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king came! into the tent, and fearing fo many vexadons 
might bring his life into. danger, he^ forbade all wha 
-vifited him to fpeak of Alamir and the princefs Zayde. 
; [Ix^ the mean time the truce expired; and the two 
armies did not lie idle. Abderame befieged a'fmai! 
place^ whofe weaknefs made him look to meet with no 
a:eriftance ; yet it happened that the prince of Galicia, a 
sear relation of Don Garcia, who was retired thither to 
he cured of fome wounds he received in the battle, un- 
dertook to defend it with a refolution which had more 
of raflinefs in it than courage. Abderaine was fo enrag- 
ed at it, that when the town was forced to furrender, 
he ftruck off his head. This was not the firft time that 
the Moors had abufed their viftory, and treated the 
^reatell nobles of Spain with an inhumanity beyoiSA 
'cxampie. Don Garcia was extremely provoked at the 
4eJath of tjie prince of Galicia; and the SpanilH troops 
were not lefs ; they loved that prince, and were out of 
patience at fo many barbarities which had never been 
revenged ; and affembling in a tumult, demanded of the 
king that Alamir fhould be ufed in the fame manner as 
the prince of Galicia. It being dangerous to refufe the 
foldiers who were fo inflamed, the king complied, and 
ient the king of Cordova notice, that he would behead 
;riie prince of Tarfus, as foon as he was recoyered, and 
his wounds would permit him to be made a public 
fpedlacle, and the execution could be performed vAth- 
4>\it feeming to be defigned only to haften his death. 
; Goiifalvo, by the king's order, knew nothing of what 
j)afred concerning the prince. A few days after, he was 
told that a fquire of Don Olmond defired -to fee him ; l^e 
fent for him in, and after the meffenger had acquainted 
him that his mafter was very forry the king's commands 
detained him at Baragel, and prevented his making him 
a vifit, he delivered him a coupk of letters. Gonfalvo 
opened that which was dixe^ed to himfelf, and foond 
it as follows* 

V *!' IF 
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^ IF I -fid not know ^e^^t deligk yov take tat 
*^ doinga^n^rQus adii9fi> I fiiould not hare fent yo« 
** the kttor which ac<:emj>aiues this^ and (hould think 
^' it would be in vaia to iblicit-yau ki favour of yoor 
'* memy, Smt I underHand yeu too well, to doabt 
** that yoo will receive with joy the petition I am obliged 
9* to make to you. As jud as it is to treat the prince 
♦' of Tarfiifl as the piince of Galicia was treated, it 
f* wili4}e a deed worthy of y6ii to fave a man cf Alamir's 
^'quality -and merit. -I think alfo you ought to ihew 
<' Aiue pity to a paflion to which you are no ftranger.** 

The xittQM of Alamir, tmd the concltffion of the Tetter, 
jave GonfalYO exceeding trouble. He aiked the beimcr 
to expiain waat Ms mafter mentioned about the prince of 
Galida: €Ko«gh the fquire could not fuppofe he was 
ignorant of what had pailied, he informed Mm in few 
woids ; and then Gonfalvo read the other letter^ t^ 
contents of which were tb^fe ; 

♦* YOU can do any tMng with • Oonfalvo : get him 
'^* to (ave Alamir from the rage of the king of Leon. 
^^ In preferving him from the death which is prcpar- 
** ing for Mm, he will not pi^fc^e Ms life ; he wiU 
"•' foon expire of his wonnds^ Gonfalvo is fufficiently 
-*' revelled already on that unhappy prince, fincc we 
*' are obliged to have tecourfe to him to deliver -Mm. 
** Exert yourfclf, I conjure you, in this ; for you will 
** £lvev9nore than one life in faving that of Alamir/* 

•Ah ! Zayde, cried Gonfalvo ; Felima writes by your 
^rder ; and you enjoin me by this letter to fave Alamir^ 
What an inhumanity is yours ! and to what an extremity 
do you reduce me ! Is it no^ enough that I bear my mif- 
/ortunes? muft I alfo labour to deliver Mm who caufes 
theiB ? Ought I to oppofe the king's rcfolution ? The 
refolHtion is juA ; he has been confbrained to take it; 
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and I had no part in it. I ought to leave Alamir tm 
perifh, if I did not know he is my rival, and that Za3rde 
Joves him. But I know it ; and this reafon, cruel as it 
is, does not allow me to consent to his ruin. ^Whataa 
extravagant inflance of obedience> replied he^ would I 
impofe upon myfelf ! And what generofity obliges me to 
preferve Alamir ? Since I know he takes Zayde from me, 
jnuH I fave his life ? Can I deiire that, to fpare him at 
my requeft, the king ihould run the hazard of making 
his army revolt? Shall I abandon the intereil of Don 
GardsL, to deprive myfelf of the pleaiing hopes witii 
which Alamir's death flatters me ? This prince alone 
difpiites Zayde with me ; and as prejudiced as ihe is in 
Jiis favour, if fke were neVer to &e him again^ I mi^t 
aflure myfelf of being happy. 

After thefe words he rofe up at once, and though he 
«vas very weak, he caufed himfelf to be carried to the 
Jdng, who was extremely furprifed to,iee him ; and was 
more iqj , when h^ k^ew what he was come to aik of him. 

Sir, faid Gonfalvo, if you have any regard. fqr jnp, 
you muft grant me Alamir's life ; I cannot live, if you 
confen't to his death. — What is it you: fay, Gonfalvo? 
Tej)lied the king^ by what accident is the life of a man, 
who produces your nnhappinefs, become necefiary to 
your repofe ? — Zayde, Sir, aafwered he, orders me to 
ifave it ; and I muft anfwer the good opinion fhe has of 
me. She knows I adore her, and ought to ^te this 
prince ; and yet fhe has fuch an efleem of n^, as to be- 
lieve I am fo far from confenting to his death, that I 
will take pains to fecure him. She ddires to hold her 
lover's life of me ; and I beg it of you. — I muft not liften, 
iaid the king, to fentiments inl^ired by a blind gettc- 
Tofity, and a love which interrupts your reafon. I muft^ 
aft according to my own intereft, and to yours. The 
prince of Tarfus muft die, to teach the king of Cordova 
^o ufe the rights of war better, and to appeafe my troops, 
who are ready to revolt ; and he muft die, to leave you 
in poiTeifion of Zayde, and difturb your ^uiet no more. 

■ .. .-Ahl 
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Ah ! Sir, returned Gonfalvo, can 1 find quiet 
in ieeing Zayde incenied again ft me for the death of 
her lover ? I mull no longer prefume to difpute Zayde 
with Alamir, living or dead ; nor render myfclf worthy 
of the ill treatment of Fortune by an unreafonable obfti- 
nacy. I would have Zayde lament (he did not love me, 
•but I would not have her able to defpife or hate me, 
.* — Take time, faid the king, to coniider what you aik, 
and refolve with yourfelf, if you ought to defire it, 
— No, Sir, anfwered Gonfalvo 5 I would not have lei- 
sure to change my mind, and expofe myfclf a fecond 
-time to the falfe and flattering hopes which the thought 
of Alamir's death has already given me : nor would I 
have Zayde believe, I am irrefolute what fide I ought to 
Embrace. I intreat the favour of you to give out to-day, 
that you have granted me that prince's life.— I promife 
to grant it you, anfwered the king ; but it muft not be 
ipiade publick,yet. You know the enterprise which is 
concerted upon Oropefe ; this night the inhabitants are 
to open the gates to us ; if this defign takes efFed> the 
joy of fuch a fuccefs may perhaps put the army into a 
temper from which we fliall have lefs to fear : Felimawill 
be in our hands ; and you may know from her, whether 
Alamir is loved. Make your own deftiny clear, before you 
decide that of the prince, and place yourfelf in a condi- 
tion of forming a refolution of which you will not repent. 

But, Sir, replied Gonfalvo, perhaps Felima will not 
difcover the fentiments of Zaydcr— To oblige her to it, 
anfwered the king, fend Don Oimond word, that you 
will not do what fhe defires, unlefs you know the true 
feafons of her being fo concerned in the prefervation of 
Alamir. It is Don Oimond who is ordered to take pof- 
ieffion of Oropefe, and you may learn from him all that 
you dcfire to know. I con fen t, fir, faid Gonfalvo, upon 
^condition you will permit me to mA^e the foldiers come 
to you to aflc Alamir's life themfclves, at the fame inftant 
that the taking of Oropefe fhall be known. As Felima 
will be a prifoner, Don Oimond will have it in his power 
»xonceal from her the favour you have grantea me, 
Ga uU 
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till flie has tojd him every thing 'relating to the prince : 
Zayde will fee 1 obeyed her orders the very moment I 
.deceived them ; and will judge by this blind obedience*' 
that if I refignmy jpretenfions to her heart, I was not 
*inworthy to poffefs it. 

The king agreed to all Gonfalvo propofcd ; bu t oblig-' 
,^d him, at the fame time, to write Don Olmond an ac- 
.-^ount of the manner in wMch they had fi.^cd the affair. 

The next day Don Garcia received news of the enter- 
^rize at Oropcfe, which Jiad fucceeded according tolii* 
'wiflies. He communicated it to Gonfalvo, and ac- 
.^uainted him alio that he was at liberty to try to favc 
. Alamir. Gonftlvo, with the fame ardor, as if by ex- 
ecuting this defign he were affured of the conqueft of 
.Zayde, made himfelf be carried irtto the camp, and 
-with the fame fooks and voice with which he animated 
ihe foldi^rs on fo many occaiions to follow him, he fct 
.before them the fhame they would bring upon him in 
taking away the prince of Tarfus's life, who was under 
<x)nfinement qnly for attacking hinu He told them, 
vthat by his death, which would always be imputed te 
him, they would make him lofe .the honour he had ac- 
4juired with them in fo jnanj engagements ; that, he 
,would at the fame minute lay down his command, and 
;^o out of Spaing and fit muft be their choice, either to 
jfee him take leave of the king, or go with him imme- 
-4iately to b^ the prince's life. The foldiers fcarcely 
.ftffered him to firiifh his fpeech ; and throwing them- 
jfelves round him in crouds, as if to prevent his leaving 
<hem, they followed him to Don Garcia, and were fo 
Spirited by their general's words, that it had been as 
dangerous now to re&fe them Alamir's fafety, as it 
'3V0uld hav« been a few days before to deny them his ex- 
,ccution. 

Don Olmond in the mean while, amid all die cares 
he had upon his hands by becoming mafter of the town, 
;did not negled to confider Gonfalvo's intereft required 
Aim to have a converfation with Felima. Hfe aiked to 
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Be admitted to her, with as^ much re{pe£l as if the right 
6f war had not given him an abfolute liberty. He found 
Ler in a deep fadhefs ; a troublefome indifpoiition hes 
mother had been undeu for fomerdays, feepied to be the 
occafion of it. - " 

As foon as they could ipeak without being over- 
heard-— Well,, Don Olmond, fays ilie,.haKe you folicited 
Gonfalvo I and will you fave Alamir ? — That prince's 
deftiny, anfwered he, madanj, is in your hands. — Th 
aiy bsn^*! cri^d.Ihr; atey! ho^r'ihouK I* be able! to So 
any thing for his fa^ty ?r— Iwill be anfwerable toyo» 
for his life>, replied he; but to enafile me to keep nly, 
word, I muft know the reafons why-yotiia^reft yourfol^ 
fo warmly in his prefepvation. I muft know tKem witft 
a pundtu^ truth, and every thing tlfo relating to Ala- 
Bfiir's adventure's*— Ah ! Don Olmond, faid Felima^ 
what do you afk me ? At thefe words ihe flood filent for 
a time, and then breaking out at once — But don't yoa 
know he is Idnfman- to Ofmin and Zulema ? 'that we 
Have been long acquainted with hini, and that his merit 
is uncommon ? Ana is not this enough to make one con^ 
cemed for his life ? 

Your c^cem for it,, madam, returnedDon Oliaoad, 
proceeds from more prefling reafons f if it will coft yott' 
too dear to declare them, it lies with you not to do it ; 
but you will alfo allow me then to revoke the pro-r 
mife I made you.-^Ah ! Don Olmond, cried fhe^ is* 
Alamir's life to be purchafed only at this price | Butp 
why is it that you defire to knew what you. aflc of me ? 
—-I am forry,. anfwered Don Olmond, that I cannot 
tell you. But,, madam, once more, I can ^ do nothing 
unlefs upoK this condition, and you muft make youri: 
choice. 

Felima ftood a long tune with her eyes t^irned down, 
ih fo profound a filence, that Don Olmond was fur- 
prifed ; but prefcntly refolving — I am going, faid fhe, 
to do that very thing which I leaft imagined I could 
^Ecvail on myfelf to do. ' The good opinion I have of 
" G 3^ you^ 
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yfu, and my confidence in your firiendfhi|>, undoubtedly 
affift to determine me to it, as well as the prefervation 
cf Alamir* Keep the fecret, added fhe, inviolably, and 
bear with patience the ftory I am to relate, which will 
onaTcndably he ibiaething tedioos. 



The history of ZAYDE amd 
FELIMA. 

/^ID RAHIS, brother of CafiphOfiiuii^ivlracoaU 
^^ have dilpated the empire with kiln byii^Ktof birth* 
was ib im^srtanale^ and (b delcrted of all thofe who gate 
hbnhopeof their dechuing fin* him^ that he was forced 
to renounce his pretenfions, and conient to be eiikd ID 
Cyprus^ under pretence of going commander of ^ 
place. Znlema and Ofinin, whom joaknow, weichii 
Ions ; thej were yoong and handlbmey and had gifcn 
leveral proofs of thdr valoor. They fdl in love with 
two pedons of extraordinaij beanty, and of great qua- 
lity ; who WTre fifiers, and were deicended from Irrcnl 
princes, who had gorcmed that illand before it becasie 
^d^jeft to the Arabians. One of them was named Ala* 
iintha, and the other Belenia. 

As Ofinin and Zulema knew the Greek language 
they eafily made themfelves underftood by the ladies, 
who were Chriftians; but the difference of their religion 
produced none in their fentiments* They loved the 
two brothers ; and as foon as theii* father's death had left 
them at liberty, Zulema married Alafintha, and Ofmin 
married Belenia. They allowed them to bring up their 
children in the Chriftian Religion, and gave them hope, 
that in a little time they would embrace it themfelves. 
1 was born of Ofmin and Belenia, and Zayde of Zule- 
ma and Alafintha. 

Zulema's 
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Znlema's paffion and that of Ofmin obliged them ta 
pais ieveral years in Cyprns ; but at length a deiire of 
iinding Tome favourable jund^ure to revive their father's 
claim, called them thence to Africa. At firft they had 
^eat expe^tions ; and, contrary to the rules of Hate, 
the Caliph who fucceeded Ofman put them into fuch* 
considerable employments, that Alafintha and Belenia ' 
could not blame their abfence : but after it had lafted' 
ive or fix years, they began to be uneafy and comt>lain. 
They knew indeed they had other engagements befido 
the war, and heard frequently from them ; but as they 
&A not return, they thought they had forfaken them. 
Alafintha, therefore, had nothing upon her mind but 
Zayde, who deferved all her application ; and Belenia'tr 
thoughts were wholly employed Oft educating me very 
carefully* 

Juft as we were pafled our infancy, both our mothersf 
vctired to a cattle near the coaft, where they led a life 
agrieeable to their afflidlion, though their regard to their 
children obliged tliem to keep up a grandeur and mag« 
ni£cence, which, by their own inclination, perhaps 
they would have omitted. Several young perfons of 
quality reforted to us, and there was nothing wanting' 
which might contribute to our improvement, and 
to the diveriions which were confident with the 
privacy in which we were bred. Zayde and I were 
wo Itfy united by friendfiiip than by blood ; I was 
two years elder than ihe ; and there was (bme difference' 
alfo in our tempers ; mine was the lefs gay and fpritely : 
this was eafily perceived by feeing us, as well as the ad* 
vantage Zayde's beauty had over mine. 

Not long before the emperor Leo fent to attack the 
iflaad of Cyprus, we were one day by the ihore ; the 
fea was calm, and we begged our mothers to give us 
leave to go upon the water in a barge. We took feveraJ 
young perfons with us, and rowed towards the fhip» 
which lay in the road; as we drew near them, we faw 
ibme iloops put ofF, and thought they were Arabians 
G 4, going 
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going on Ihorc. The ilcops advaoccd tdlvard^ u$i as we- 
made up to them. Iw th^ fiiift wefe feveral men magnifi^ 
cciuly habited ; and among them one^who by his noble 
air and th» gracefulnefs of his perfon was diflanguifli-r 
•d from all about him. This encounter furprifed us ; w©- 
were fenfible it became us to proceed no/arthcr,, nor giv^e^ 
thofe who were in the floop room to think it was ceriofitjp 
Id view them which had brought vt9 tow^ni them. W^o 
ftood off to the right,, and the ilobp we eadeavoupcd' tal 
jQnm did the fame ; but the others fteerjbd di5t(^y' ta Imdi: 
That which fdlowed U5> came n«ar enough for usit^ 
difcern, that the man whom We had diiUogoiihed frtmi tho 
i»Or lodged on us eaHie(ily>. and deiiredto make its ob^ 
Sprve, that he took a pieafure in following us. 

Zayd« liked the^ incident, and cauibd our. bai^ t(» 
tack about,, in order to try wAether the'other would diiii 
keejy aa company. Eormy^parf, I was embarrafledk t 
knew not wh)^». I viewed him who- appeared to be tkes 
mafter of the odiers in the floop with attention, aiid<a^ 
a nearer iight, found (bmething fo fine and fo agreeaUfr 
in his afpedi,. that I thought I had never beheld an^oiitt- 
fi> engaging^. I told Zayd^ we ought to return ; askd 
that undoubtedly when Alaiintha and Belenia allowed in. 
to go upon tlie water^ they did not imagine- we ihonl^ 
ibtfve met with fuch- an adventure. She obeyed my adn. 
Vice» and we made to fhoit?; the veiTel which foHowel 
lis pafled on, and > went to debiM*k neas^ the of^er iloopa 
whikh we^o armed befoi^. 

Wheft we were come alhofe>^ the perfoii: whom we had: 
tstken notice of, accompanied with, a large train of atn 
tendants, came foi^svard lo give us his hand, with sm uv 
Vifhich made us believe he had learned who we were 
of the people upon the water.. My alionKhment and 
Zayde'swas ^m expreffion; we were not ufed to feo 
ourfelve^ addreffed fo freely, and efpceially by the Ass^ 
bians, towards whom we were infpired with a ftron^ 
Siverfioio. We expe&isd the gentleiAan wdidd be ftartlecl. 
wh€& he fouAd we did not ttaderjBb^d.}u4 lengnage, but 

wexa- 
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were oorfelves confounded, to hear him fpeak ours witb 
lil the politenefs of ancient Greece. 

i knotty, madaxt^ Md he> applying himfelf to Zaydtf^ 
who walked fbtemoft, an Arabian ought not to bii lb 
*<bring as. to approach ^tou, wtthoBt having adted your 
permiiliQn^; htx what would be a ciime i& another, X 
believe is pardonablo in a man who has the honour to be 
jielated to the |ridnce6 Zulema ami Ofmin. Having 9; 
dcBre to iee the rarities of Greece, T thought I could not- 
&dsfy m% curiolity better than by beginning at the* 
ifland of Cyja-us ; and my good fortune has prefented 
to me at xay amval, that which I ihould have fougHtt' 
|a. vain ia all other parts of the world . 

As he fpokevhpe'fixed his eyes fometimes itpon Zaydd,. 
Old ibmetimes itpon me ;. but with fo many- maric« of a 
sincere admiration, that we could fcarcely doubt he 
thought what he faid. I can't, tell whether I* was al^ 
«e«dy touched, or< whether the folitudein which we lived* 
rendered this adventure the more agreeable ; but I own< 
I had never known any thing fo amuiing. Alafintha 
aad Belenia, who were a pretty way off, advanced to- 
wards us,, ^d fent to inquire the name of the fb2.iig^.v 
They were infermed he was Alamir, prince of TaFfu9,» 
fim of that Alaoaif who held the rank of Caliph, and 
whole powfff was lb formidable to the ChriiHans ; and 
knowing the ifelation there was Between him and Zuti^ 
ma, the refped^ which was due to him for his HrtlH- 
added to their impatience to hear feme news concerning 
their^ own affairs, made them receive him with lefs re- 
pugnance than they commonly expre^^ towards tht 
Arabians. Aiamir alfo, by his words, dilpofed them to 
give him a favouraibk reception ; he fpoke to them of' 
Zulema and O^nin, whoni he had feen not long iince^ 
and blamed them for beii^g able to abandon two perfon^^ 
fo deferving of their company. 

The convea'fadon 4lpon- the fhore was fo long, and 

Alamir feemed fo agreeable, even in the eyes of Alafintha 

and BeleBia> that^ co&traiy to their-coftom of (hunning 

G5 all 
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all commerce, they could not forbear offering him a 
lodging in the cafUe. where they dwelt.. Aiamir l«t 
them fee he was fenfible he ought in civility to decline 
it ; but fhewed them alfo he had not the power to refuie 
it, for the pleafure of not being parted from a company 
^Jio had filled him with fuch admiration. He went with 
us, and introduced to us likewife a man of quality, for 
whom he had an extraordinary regard, called Molzi- 
man. Aiamir continued the fame in the evening, as 
we found him when we met him firf(. I was furpriied 
at all his motions, and at the charms of his perfon and 
his wit ; and this wonder feized me fo flrongly, that from 
that time I ought to have fufpcded there was fomething 
more in it than furprize. . I thought he eyed me very at- 
tentively, and gave me to fee, by certain praiies hebe*- 
ftowed on me, that my perfon was as pDea£ng to him, at 
leaft, as that of Zayde. 

Inflead of leaving us the next day, as in appearancr 
he was to have done, he induced Alafintha and Belenia 
to detain him* He fent for fome beautiful horfeshe had. 
brought with him, and caufed feveral of his people to ride- 
them before us ; and rode them himielf with the dexterity 
which is peculiar to thofe of his nation. He found means 
to ftay there three cr four days, and ingratiated himielf 
(b with our mothers, that they confented to hisxvi£ting 
us while he continued in the ifland. At going away, 
he let me onderfland, that if his prefence had been trovr 
blefome to me> and if it fhould prove fo hereafter, I 
ought to accufe myfelf. His looks, however, I ob^ 
ferved^. were fixed on Zayde; but I had aJfb difcemed 
them frequenly turned on myfelf in a manner whick 
feemed fo natural and £ncere, that joining the language 
of his eyes to feveral things he had told me^ I was 
perfnaded I had made an impreflion in his heart. O 
Heavens ! that which he made in mine was real. 

As foon ^ he was out o^ fight, 1 felt a fadne& I did 
not uaderfland. I left Zayde^ and jietired to think. 
My thoughts^ I.foun4j were all coniiifed^ and I was 
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weaiy of myicif ; I returned to look for Zaydc, and* 
wanted her, I thought, to talk about Alamir. She was 
employed with her women in making feiloons of flowers, 
and feemed not to remember (he had feen the prince. 
We walked out together, and I fpoke to her abour 
Alamir : I told her I thought he had viewed her eamc^- 
ly; fhe anfwered, fhe had not perceived it. I tried to 
difcover whether fhe had obferved the tcnderneis he ex- 
prcffed towards me ; but Ihe Teemed not to have had the 
Icaft furmife of it ; and 1 was fo altoniflied and con- 
founded at the difference between what the fight of 
Alamir had produced in Zaydeand in me, that I heap- > 
cd reproaches on myfelf which were but toojufl. 

Some days after, Aiamir made us a vifit ; when he' 
came, Alafintha* and Belehia were gone out. He ap- 
pe^^d.to me more amiable than ever. As Zayde was* 
not in the way, it was my ill fortune to fee him, when\ 
he had no other objedt to engage his attention but my-^ 
iklf; he exprelTed fo much afFe6lioni that the inclination 
I had for him made me firmly believe Ipleafed him as- 
he did me. He went away before Z^ydecame in, and 
ill a manner which gave me ground to flatter myfelf he 
did not defirc to fee her. In a few days he came again,* 
to bring Alafintha news of the* war which -the emperor -^ 
Leo intended to make in Cyprus. This news, which - 
was fb very important; fuTnifhed him with a pretence to ' 
fte us frequently ; and ftill when he came,- he-continued- 
to exprefs to me the fame fentimeiits he had at firft de-^ 
dared. I flood in need of all my reafon, not to let him * 
iee the difpofition.I had to him ; and my reafon perhaps * 
would have been ineffeftual,' if the concern I perceived i 
in him fometimes for Zayde, had not aflifled toreflrain' 
me. However, I -imputed all he did to pleafe her to his 
natural politenefs ; and his artful condudthid from mc" ' 
that which would have- given me another opinion. 

We were informed that the emperor's navy; was near^ 

our coafl ; upon which Alamir perfuaded our mothers to > 

remove: and though our religion made us apprehendri 

GjS^ nothingj: 
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nothings from the ixxypcrlai troops^ our alliance to tli^ 
^abians^ and the ufusd disorders of war> prevailed ojv 
us. to follow his coonfeU and go to Famaguila. Ire-% 
joiced at it» becauie I eixpe^Ved to be in the fame pliac^ 
with.Alasoar, and that Z ayde and I fhould not be tc^ 
gether in oae lodging. Her beauty was fo formidable 
to me, that I was extremely pleafed Alamir had {gcxl 
me without feeing her. I believed I fhould now iatisfy 
snyfelf entirely concerning his fentiments to me, aodr 
difcover whether 'I oug^t to furrender my(elf to thpfe 
which I had for him. But to difpoie of my heart had< 
long been beyond my power : however, I taftcy if I had 
vnderftood Alamir's temper th«&, as well as I have donc^ 
fince, i ihould havq been able to preferve myfelf fronu. 
the incHnatioo I had to him ; but as I was ienfible only, 
of .his amiable qualities, and he feemed.to l^ave a tender^-- 
nei^ for me, it was difficult to reiift a pai&on which was« 
to violent and fo natural*. 

The day we- anived at Famagufta, he came to us ^ 
j^ayde's charnts ihone out fb iUuftriouny, that (he ap-- 
peared the fame to Alamir's eyes, as h|e appeared to^r 
mine; that.is> the only objcft or love i.. Lperceived the.! 
extraordinary attention with which he looked at her.v 
Ala£ntha and Belenia withdrew, and Alamir followedr. 
Zaydej wi^Ji.out fo much as &aming a pretence for leavings 
me.. L.was pierced through with a grief till then ua-- 
known,, the violence of which convinced ^me of the rea]^ 
aife^Uon I; had for. that prince... Xhis difcovery aug^^ 
mented my forrow,,and I. had in view the.dreadful calar^ 
mity into. which I;'was plunged by my own fault; but 
afterl had lamentjcdifeverely, fomc ray of hope brokft* 
in upon me ; I flattexed myfelf, liko all perfons in love,, 
and fuppofed this diipjeaiing accident might arife from, 
(fome.reafons of which I 'was not aware. This feeble*- 
Aope did not continue long ; Alamir chofe to let Zayde- 
jiind me believe for a time that? llse- loved us both,' ia. 
order to determine himfelf according to the manner iiu 
jKhioh either of j^ treated him ; bttt-#e beauty of Zayde,. 

unaffifiei. 
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i$aaStSted by any ttieourag^illeiit, eonquerad hitt e&-^ 
tjiely. He forget now that he bad affe^tedrto make mr 
beiieve he had a paffioa.ffAr mtii I fca* edy^faw hifl\after 
tkis« and he viiited m» CBtl^r A»r the hkc of vafidng: 
Zayde^ 

I do not know whether xt h nteeffiry to teil yon: what 
I fu^red^. and. the difierent notions which agkated my 
lEeart. Lc6ttld not beaor to (te hcni.iMth Za[yde> and yet 
was ib-deei^lyrenanxrared;. aftd on the othes hand, i^ 
Cdild not iuaa wkh«|tt him^ 1 kid rathcar dsecefoe fee* 
him with keis» than nert iee him at^l^ His bdiaviouc 
to hef , iftflead of leilening > my atfe^Bony encBcafed it*. 
All his words and a^on^ were fo adxjpied to-pUsafb me,, 
ihatt iPI hatl.been toinfbu^^ a^lovier. in hi* coadnd^ £ 
ftauld have prefcribed hkn. that «£ Alamir to Zayde^. 
There i^. al(b fu^h.a contagio]i<ki;.l0ye,. that it is dan* 
geroils t^ fe^ it, thougKit is not addnefied to one's felf^ 
Zayde tpJld me the pafikm^ he had £or her, and how facr 
ihe wa» fromretmrning ic; Severed times, when- fhe was*. 
Udking of^ it, i w^ on the point to open my heart' 
ttt her, in order to engage ^r thereby not to iofien 
lk0 prince to continue his amour ; but 1 was afraid •£' 
doing him diiremice ; and^J was fo feniible of the mifery 
of not being loved, that JV would not cORttxbnte so make' 
1^ feel it,, whom I loved fo dearly- And the coldnefs:) 
of Zayde toward him> perhaps^ might a^ tatfapporlt 
jpe'ii> thfts reiblution. 

. The emperor's troaps.were fo fbong, . that it was nor 
^aeftioned but Cyprus would fooa fall kzta his hands.. 
l^pon the report, o£ the iiege^ .Zulema. and Ofmin^ 
awakened Out bf the deep oUivion in which they had' 
lain fo long. The Caliph began to fear them, and 
ieemed to have a defign> to fend them o«t of the way». 
They agreed to prevent him> and aikedto commandrthe 
fnccours which were to be fent to Cyprus ; and arrived, 
when we kail expefted them.. This was a fenfible joyr 
tp Akfinthaand Belenia; and wouldhave been to me, 
4 i* 



Digitized by LjOO^ IC 



1>J4 Z A' y D K Part DV 

if I had been capable 'of it; but I was overwhelmed* 
with griefs and Zulema's arrival gave me new trouble, 
kfl he^ ihould approve Alamir's defign». What I ap-^ 
prehended happened ; for Zolema^ who by his reiiding^ 
in Africk was become more fixed in his religion than> 
ever, was extremely deiirous Zayde fhoold change hers.. 
He left Tunis with an intention to carry her thither, 
and marry her to the prince of Fez, of the houfe of 
the Idri'sf but the prince of Tarfus feemed fo worthy 
ef his daughter, that he allowed his addrefles. I then: 
clearly perceived, if I did not take meafure» to prevent^ 
Zayde from loving him, the thing I moft dreaded would> 
befal me, to fee him happy by pofTeffing her. 

His paffio'n proceeded to that wolence, thatMulzi- 
man, whom I mentioned before, and whom I converied* 
with fbmetimes, because he was Alamir's friend> made 
me fancy by the amazement he expreiledat it, that the 
prince had never been fubjeft to the like till now. Ala- 
mir acquainted Zidema with his thoughts concerning 
Zayde; and Zuletna let Zayde undei^and it was his 
defire (he ihould marry him. She had been under fome 
apprehenfion of this ; and the moment Ihe knew it, fhc- 
told it me with the higheft tokens of uneaiinefs. I con- 
fefs, I could not fee what reafon ftie had to be troubled, 
and thought it impoffible it ihould be fuch affiidion to^ 
be appointed tt» pafs hei life with Alamir. 

• He had fo perfedlly forgot his profeffions to me, thab 
when Zulema informed him of the averiion Zayde ex- 
preiled for him, he came to me to complain, and to im-»- 
plore my affiflance. All my reafon and conftancy were- 
ready to defert me, and I felt a grief -and emotion, 
which he would have eaiily difcerned^ if he had not- 
been himfelf aifaulted with the fame pafiion as tortured 
me. After a iilence, which perhaps ipoke but too 
much — I am extremely amazed, faid I* at th€ repug- 
nance Zayde fhews to Zulema's choice; and am the un- 
fitted peribn in the world to try 1.0 change her mind p 
for I ihould fpeakagainfl my own judgment ; and I know. 

the. 
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tiie misfoftane of being engaged with one of your na- 
tion fo well, that I can never adv^e Zayde to run the 
hazards 

Alamir was highly troubled to find me fo Utde difl 
poied to ferve him, and hoped to prevail by (hewing me 
all his anguiih, and the falnefs of his pailion for Zayde; 
What he faid threw me into defpair, and yet I could not 
Ibrbear condoling him, through the conformity of our 
diftreffcs : it was a perfeft war in my thoughts. Zayde's 
diflike of him gave me a certain joy from the pleafure 
of revenge,, which I tailed very fh-ongly ; and it abafhed 
my tfiumph, to fee her defpife a man whom I adored. 

I refolved to declare the condition of my heart to 
Zayde: before I did it, I prefled hereto confider, whe- 
ther (he ihould be able always to refift Zulema^s intention 
fif marrying her to Alamir. There was no extremity, 
(he told me, which (he would not embrace, rather than 
confent to marry a man. whofe^rel^ion^ was-fo opposite to 
her own, and whofe law allowed him to take as many 
wives as he pleafed ;- but fhe did not believe Zulema 
woHld think of forcing her to it; and if he fiiould, 
her mother would find means to prevent it. This an- 
fwer of Zayde filled me with all the gladnefs I was 
capable of, and I began to have a mind to acquaint her 
with what I defigned ; but I found more difficulty in it 
than I imagined :: at length I furmounted all the motives 
of pride and ihame which flood in my way, and with 
a flood o€ tears informed her of my cafe. She was 
aflonifhed, and fbemed as intimately touched with my 
nhhappy ftate as I could wilh. Why, faid fhe, have 
you concealed your fentiments fo Hudioufly from him 
who occafioned them ? I don't queflion, if he had dif- 
coyered them at firfl, but he would have placed 
his afifedlion upon you ; and I am perfuaded, if he knew 
any thing of thje matter, the hope of being loved by 
you, and my treatment of him, would very foon in- 
duce him to relinquifh me. Are you willing, added 
S^,. embracing me^ that I fhould endeavour to convince 

him> 
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Mm, he would db better to addre6 Kimfelf to yoa tham. 
.to me?— Ah I Z4yjde« ceplied I, do not take from 
me the only circumitattce which prevents my dying a€ 
^rf ; I fhoold' n&t fii-vive what l fuffcr, if Alamir 
were to know my thongfata ; I ihould be inconfokbte' 
cm account of my honour^ and (hould be more fo &r the- 
ikke of iny love. As L am, 1 caiir &tter Bsyfelf;. 
that if he knew L loved him, hs wi>TM love me: I aaii 
Haiible indeed, that onei» not always loved fbr loving f 
|rot. It is a kind o£ hope ; and flendvr aa^iir is>. I woqI£ 
O0jr part with it, fbr it i« all I have left me. I added 
alfo fo maxry other ceafoiij^e to ihew heit that i oughr 
liot to difcovet m^-frntimtnts ta Aiasnir; that ihe came^ 
ii&ta my opinion ; and I fele a great.relief by having: 
Bnboibmed myfelf to, her,, and made mey complaints. . 
, In the mean time the war pro<M9eded, and it wat^ 
plain that it cotnld not coAtinoe long;. The fiat cot^r 
tt!)» was all conqueivd,^ and Famagdla* wasv the only 
town whkh- was not fiuffemdeted. Alamir ex|)Qfed him^ 
iblf perpetually with a valour which bordered upon 
defpair. Mulziman fpake of it to me with extremr 
ooncem r hj^ fo freqveittly teftiliiBd hia furpnae at tiur 
prince's ardent £bn]daefs of Zayde, that I«couldnot 
^ut afk him the . caufe,. and urge him to tell me, whe^ 
dier Alamir had ever boen ia love beftce he faw 
Zayde ? He was very backward to own. the reafim of 
fiis wonder ; but L conjured him Co earnefUy>. that at^ 
iaflhe related tfaatpriocef^ advetttucea. — ^I will not give 
you the particulars of them, becauie it would be tedi** 
Otts. I will only apprije you. of what is oeceilaiy tOL- 
pi»k£ you- underlland Alamisy axut my misfortune*' 
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The history of ALAMIR, Prince 
05 TARSUS. 



T Have already told yoa thb princess birth ;: ancLwhat t 
, hsvt £amd oif kit peefon, and my fentinents oon- 
oaming hiin, mttf £U£sfy yon that herisr as amiable ai& 
a man can be.. It was his ambition alio, even from the" 
Br£t opening o£^ has yoatb, to make himfelf beloved ;, 
and thoogii the manner in wkidi the AraboBn wome» 
Im admits b^ of gahatry, Aiatsir^s adidrefsf^ tad tk» 
plauQsre of fiirmoaitttfig dlfficukies^ inade tha£ eafy tor 
hkn whicL woaid have been impofiiUe to another^ 
A^ this j^nce is- notmarned, and hisTdigiQa pemiiis 
him, to have feveral wx«es^ thdire iwas »ot a ybmig wo- 
man* vst TaHbs whp did not flattet: beifdf with the hope 
Qf diat &3noar. This hope nsadi(y di^fed them toi 
seceivc him favourably; but he was vtty hr, by hi» 
tfntper, from enteiing into ^ engagement wiiich he- 
confiinot break. oiF. Ail he aimed at was the pieafui^ 
of beisxgr loved ; as for that of loving, he knew it no^*. 
He never lad axty red p:sSSon ; bm without feeling it^ 
he micki^ood the art of feigning it fo well, that he 
made all whom he diought worthy believ.tf he waat 
fiifoerdy fmitten; It is true alfo, that while he w««i 
ftriring tso pkafe^ a deiire of procuring himfelf to bo 
Ibrvtd fapplied him with an ardour which might. eafily 
be taken for a true Hame & but the moment he had ac- 
complifhed his purpofe, as his wilhes were fully ariiwered^, 
and! he was^ not enamoured enough to take any delight 
zn love itfelf> feparated frcnti diffii^ulties and amufe-^ 
jnentff, his whole care was to withdiraw from her whoni^ 
he had purfued, and apply hie coifrtlMp to another^ 

One of his iavourites^ called Selemin> was the con- 
fidant of all his amonrs, and was himielf alfo con* 
wned' in ie\ceral.as lit;Ls ia earned a& his, i^af^er's^ Th« 

Arabians. 
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Arabians celebrate certain fellivals at different i^afons 
of the year ; this is the only time in which the women 
have any liberty ; they "are perlnitted then to waflc 
abroad in the towns and gardens; and are prefent, 
though always veiled, at the publick plays which are 
performed during thofe days. Alamir and Selemin 
expected this feafon impatiently. It never arrived but 
they difcovered beauties they had not known before^ 
and found means to fpeak to them, and eftablilh a fart 
of intelligence with them. 

At one of thefe feafts, Alamir faw a young widows 
called Naria, whofe beauty, riches, and virtue, were 
uncommon. By accident he faw her unveiled, as ihe 
was talking to one of her flaves ; the charms of ker 
face furprifed him, and the fight of the prince difeom*- 
pofed her, and ihe flood itill a while to look at him*. 
He perceived it ; he followed hor, and endeavoured to- 
make her obferve that he did fo : in a word, the feeing- 
ib fair a perfon, and the having had a. look from her,. 
WAS fufHcient to infpire him both with love and hope. 
The account he received of her virtue and her wit^ 
heightened his ambition to gain her Jove, and fee her, 
again. He fought after her diligently, and was per* 
pctually pafSng to and fro by her todging, but>K4thoat 
perceiving her,, though not without thinking fhe might 
fee hini ; at lail he met her as fhe was going to the 
baths. He was fo happy two or three times as* to have 
a view of her face ; and every time he faw it> it ap- 
. peared fb enchanting, that he was wounded, and be«> 
Ueved Naria . was defined to put an end to his incon** 
flancies. 

Several days palTed, without his receiving any tokeir 
by which he could judge that Nana approved his love ;. 
and he began to have an uneafinefs, wluch diilurbed hit 
ufual joy. However> he did not abandon his defign of 
ibliciting the affedion of two or t^ec others, and 
efpecially of Zoromade, who was very confiderable by her 
father's quality,, and by her beauty.' The difficulties o£ 
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of feeing her exceeded^ if poflible,^ thofe of feiung 
Naria ; but he was certain Zoromade would have 
furmounted them^ if flie had not been in the power of 
a mother, who watched her with the utmoft care. He 
was not therefore fo eager to vanquifli thefe obflacleSj 
as to conquer the refiftance of Naria, which proceeded 
wJioUy from herfelf. He had attempted feveral times, 
in vain, to gain her flaves, in order to know her days 
of going out, and the places where he might fee her ; 
but at length one of them, who had refuied him the 
moOt obftinately, promifed to inform him of all her 
motions. Two days after, he told the prince ihe was 
going to a garden Ihe had out of the city; and that if 
he would walk round by the garden-wall, the rifing 
ground in fome places would help him to a fight of her, 
Alamir was not wanting to improve this intelligence ; 
he repaired thither in difguife, and ilaid all the after* 
noon by the garden. 

Toward the evening, jufi as he was ready to return, 
he faw a door open, and the (lave, who was in his in- 
tereft, make him a iignal to approach. He fancied 
Naria was walking, and that he fliould fee her at the 
door ; he went up^ and was brought into a noble fum- 
mer-houfe, which was furnifhed with the richeft orna- 
ments ; but nothing ftruck him like the fight of Naria, 
who was fitting under a magnificent canopy, like the 
figure of the Goddefs of Love, with two or three of her 
women placed at the corner of the room. Alamir in- 
(lantly threw himfelf at her feet, with fuch an air of 
traniport and wonder, as increafed the modeft confufion 
of this beautiful woman. 

I don't know, faid fhe to him, caufing him to rife, 
whether I ought to difcover at once the inclination I 
have had for you, after having concealed it fo long. I 
believe I fhould^have hid it all my life- time, if yoa 
had been lefs diligent to fhew me that which you have 
for me. But I confefs, I was not able to refill a paflion* 
which prevailed on me fo fiercely, though fupported by 
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& little hope. You pleafed me the firll moment I faw 
you ; t have taken more pains to fee yoil without being 
feen, than y.ou hare ufed to meet with me: in brief, J 
have been defirous to know the. pafSon you have for mej 
and to be afTured of it by y«ur words, as you have afTUr- 
ed me of it by your adions. 

Whr.t afTurances, O Heavens I did Naria not receive- 
' from the words of Alamir PShe little uiiderflood'this de- 
ceiving charmer, lie exceedfed all the 'hopes (he had 
conceived of his Tove, and by, his flattefing andinfinu- 
ating wit took full poflemon of her onx^itry heart, Shr 
appointed Him to meet her dg^in in the fame place. He- 
returned to Tai'fus, with thepfeaiing refleftioE of being- 
the mof! happy man in the* whole- world, and almo^ 
brought Mulziman and Selemin into the fame opinion^ 
He vifited Naria often;, who expEeffe4 thegreateft ten- 
deriie(s and moff fincere*"affe^on pbffible ^ but (he. alfi- 
apprifedhaBi:^ that fhejcnew .the difpoiition he'hadto!^ 
change, aird" that flie could not bear to divide his heart? 
with another'; and therefore,.if he Would retain hers, he 
muit regard tHat alone,, and' that flie would break with 
him upon the.firft occailon of jyealoufy he gave her^ 
Alamir anfwered*with fo many oaths and fnchart,. that 
Nana, depended upon an eternal' fidelity. But the 
thought of fuch a flri£l engagement troubled him, an^- 
las he had new ho difficulty nor hindrance to fee her, 
hh love began td cool. However, he always declared 
ihe /ame fondhefs. As fiie had no other intention thaai 
to marry him, flie fo little expelled any objedlion on his 
part, * iince flie loved him, and he returned her lov€>. 
that flie began,, to ^ talk, to hini about their niarriage.^ 
Alamir was /urprifcd at the difcourfe,, but had the cun- 
ning to hide it; -and 'Naria believe J in a few days ii 
would be accompliilied.! 

* As His lov^ to Naria was declining, h^ doubled hi» 
application to Zoromade, and by the help of an aunt of 
Selemia, who was engaged by her nephew to aflift'the 
^cince's amoury; he found, means to write to her.* The 

imgoffi-- 
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impoffibility to fee her was ftill the, fame.; Aad thereby 
!ils ilame was conunually augmented* 

Ail his hope was ia a feftiral which was held at the 
tegiimiiig of the year ; it was the cuftom at that time 
to make magnificemt prefents^ and nothing is feen ui 
the ibeets but Haves catrying along all forts of rarities, 
Alamir ient prefents to feveral : as Naria was haughty 
^d &itely, (he jefolved not to reccivt any which were of 
value. He fent her pei^umes of Arabia, which were fo 
hrt, that nobody had any <^ them beiide himfelfj^ and 
accompanied theth with aM the decorations which could 
^ake them pleaiing. 

Maria's j)affion for thcprince was never more infiamed ; 
.andaf ihe hadparfaed the didates of her heart, fhe would 
rhave kept at home to think of him, and have fbrfakea 
-all diveriions where he was not prefent. Yet as Zoro- 
jaade's mother prefled her to come to an entertainment 
-at their houfe during the fefTival, ihe could not refufe 
■her. She went, and as fhe entered the room, was fur- 
j>rifed to fmell the fame perfumes as Alamir had pre-, 
fented to hen She flopped^ with aftoniftiment, to aflc 
whence came tha^agreeablefcent ; Zoromade, who was 
^ery young, and unpradifed to conceal anything, bluflied 
and ftood confounded. Her mother, feeing ihe made no 
anfwer, took the word, and faid it w.as a prefent to her 
daughter from an aunt of Selemin. This reply put 
Naria out cf doubt that it came from the prince. It 
had the fame ornaments, (he faw, as attended her's, and 
^ven.more. This difcovery fo pierced her heart, tliat ihe' 
pretended herfelf ill, and went home as really diforder- 
ed as fhe afFefled to feem to be. She wate high-fpirited 
.and of quick fenfe ; the thpught of being deceived by a 
man whom fhe adored, made her extremely miferable ; 
but before fhe refigned herfelf to defpair, fhe refolved 
to have plain demonftration of his treachery. 

She fent him word fhe was ill, and could not go 
to any of the public diverfions during the feilival. 
Alamir came to fee her^ and afTured her^ he would be at 

non^' 
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none himfelf, fince (he fhould not be there ; and (poke 
fo that (he almoil believed (he had been unjuH to (bfped 
liim. Notwithibmding, as foon as he was gone, (he 
rofe, and dUgoifed herfelf fo, that it was impoilibie for 
him to know her. . She went to the places where (he fup- 
pofed he would be ( and the firft obje6i (he encountered 
was Alamir in difgui(e ; but he could not difguife him- 
fclf to her. She faw he followed Zoromade, and was 
infeparable from her while the (ports continued ; the 
next day (he watched him agam> and indead of feeing 
him attending on Zoromade, (he found hiih in a dif- 
ferent difguife purfuing another woman. She mixed 
among the women who accompanied her whom he ad- 
dre(red, and came fo near him, that as (he pafled by the 
place where they ftood, (he heard Alamir talk to her 
with the fame air and the fame expre(fion, as had drawn 
herfelf to believe his love. Judge now what a condition 
Naria was in, and the cruel torture (he fuffered. She 
Would have been happy at that moment, if (he could 
have believed Zoromade was the -only perfon he admir- 
ed ; (he might then have imagined, his inclination for 
that beautiful perfon was the caufe of his change, and 
have flattered herfelf that he had loved her before he- 
fancied Zoromade : but when (he faw him capable of 
udng the fame a(]iduity and the fame words to two or 
three at one time, (lie difcerncd that (he had engaged 
his wit, and not his heart ; and had only diverted hiin> 
without making herfelf happy. 

She went home overwhelmed with forrow, and found 
there a letter from Alamir, in which he protefted he had 
not flirred abroad, and could not bear to (ee any thing 
fince he could not fee her. This deceit made her un- 
derftand what price to fet upon all his paft adions, and 
(he was ready to die for (hame of having pleaied her(eir 
{6 long in an a(Fair which was a mere treachery. She 
prefently concluded what to do ; (he writ to him in the 
moft pathetic manner which grief, affeftion, and defpair 
could infpire; and wirtkout apprifing him of her late 
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adventore, bid him |ariewell for ever. He was zmized 
at the letter, amd even trouMed ; for Naria's wit and 
heaaity were fo great, that they made the inConftancy of 
J^lamir himfelf regret his lofs. 

He related the matter to Mulziman, who reproached 
^m for his conduct. You deceive yourfelf, faid he, if 
yon fancy the manner in which you have treated the 
women, is coniiftent with the. principles of true honour. 
— I defirc, anfwered Alaaiir, ftung with the reproof, to 
InfUiy myfelf to you, and have too high an eHeem for 
you, to let you remain in fo falfe an opinion of me. 
Do yoH think I was to blame in not loving faithfully one 
who never loved me with fincerity ? — But do you think, 
interrupted Mulziman, to juftify yourfelf by accufing 
thofe you have loved ^ Has any of them deceived you ? 
And did not Naria love you with an undiffembled and 
real paflion? — Naria, replied Alamir, thought fhe loved 
rae ; whereas fhe loved my rank, and the dignity to which 
I could exalt her* I have found nothing but vanity and 
ambition in all the women ; they have loved the prince, 
and not Alamir. A proud defire to make a fhining con- 
quef):, to raife themfelves, and efcape from that uneafy 
ftate of life to which they are fubjedled, has excited in 
them that which you tall love ; as the pleafure of being 
loved, and a zeal to break through difficulties, has pro- 
duced that in mc which in their eyes feemed a paflion. 

J believe you wrong Naria, anfwered Mulziman, and 
that fhe truly loved your per(bn. — Naria talked of mar- 
lying me, faid Alamir, as well as the reil ; but I do 
not know whether her paflion was more fincere. — What, 
returned Mulziman, you would have a woman love you 
then, and not think of marrying you!— Yes, faid Ala- 
mix' 5 I would not have them entertain fuch a thought, 
fmce I am above thofe who pretend to me. X would 
allow them to imagine it, if they did not know me for 
what I ^m, and thought it would be a fault in them to 
marry me. But while they regard me as a prince, who 
can beftow both promotion and liberty, I ihall never 

think 
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tiunk myfetf much oUigtd to &em for forxmng fach^ 
d«£gii« nor take it for love. You ^xxdd fee, added he« 
l am &«t incapable of loying fincerely^ if I coctld^fiiid t 
perfon who foved me, wi^out knowinig 'w^ho I am.-— 
You Kquire an isftpoflible diing, replied M^ihdman, in 
order to (kew youf £delit)r^ and if you were capable of 
conilancy, you Would have it, witho«twiutii^£»rAc& 
an extraordinary occafion. 

Aiamir*s impatience to know how tbing« Aeoii wiA 
Naria, made him break off dte oonrerfation :; ke went 
toller kaak, and was told fhe was 4et <(mt f<H' Mecca, 
and it was uncertain what road Aie;1ia4 takea^ or when 
ihe wouki return,' This was iuiicient to cattle him to 
fi)rgct Naria; he now thought only of Zoromade^ who 
was guarded fo ftri^Hy^ . that all his invention was in a 
manner ioeieft/oaL Being at a lofs how to procure a 
£ght of her, Isorefolved to run the hazard of the moft 
darinjg attempt in the world, namely, to conceal him- 
Sd^m ^ne of the houfes where the women go to bathe. 
. He wrote to Zorom adc, and informed her what hazard 
1^ was determined to run to fee her, and begged her to 
inlfaru^ him what he fhould do to ipeak with her. Zo- 
fomade could hardly conient tg his undertaking thif 
dangerous attempt ; but at lad, being puihed on by the 
paflion Ihe had for him, and forced to it by the infup- 
^ortable conftraint in which the Arabian women live, 
Sxe fent him word. That if he found means to get into 
the bathing-houfe, he fhould take care to diilinguiih 
the apartment file ufed, in which there. was a dofet 
iirhere he might conceal himfelf; that fhe would net 
bathe, but that while her mother was In the bath, fhe ^ 
wsofuld talk with him. Alamir was overjoyed at having 
fo diificljlt an enterprize to execute ; he gained the maflcr 
of the baths by noble prefents, and learned the day when 
Zoromade would be there ; he went in by night, aid 
was led to the apartment with the clofet, and waited 
Aere for the morning with all the impatience 4af a maa 
truly in love* 
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Near the hour when Zoromadc was to come, he heard 
a fioife iu the chamber of feveral perfons coming in ; 
and in a little while the noife abated, and fomebody 
opened the clofet-door. He expcfted to fee Zoromade ; 
but inftead of her he faw a ftrange woman, richly 
drefled, and whofe beauty was in all the flower and 
iimpiicity of youth. She was as furprifed at feeing Ala- 
mir, as he at feeing her. He was no lefs qualified thatt 
ihe, to create wonder by the amiablenefs of his perfon, 
and the magnificence of his habit ; and it wa^ inch an 
extraordinary thing to fee a man in that place, thai if 
he had not made a fign to her not to fpeak, ihe haJ 
cried out, and brought in all the company in the chamber 
upon him. She went up to Alamir, who was charmed 
with the adventure ; and alked him, by what accident 
he came there ? It would be too long, he anfwered, to 
tell her ; but he intreated her not to fpeak of it, nor 
ruin a man, who valued not the danger he was in, finc& 
it had given him the view of the mofl beautiful perfoa 
in the whole worl(!. She blulhcd with an air of inno- 
cence and modefly, fuflicient to touch a heart lefs fenfi- 
ble than that of Alamir. — I fhould be very ferry,, 
anfwered fhe, to do any thing which may hurt you ; 
but you have run a great rifque by coming in here, and 
I do not know how you will efcape. — I know it, madam, 
faid he ; but this is not the greateft danger with which X 
am threatened to-day. 

After thefe words^ the fenfe of which he prefumed flie 
^mderftood, he begged her to tell him who fhe was, and 
how fhe happened to come to that clofet. — My.name^ 
faid fhe, is Elfibcri ; I am daughter of the governor of 
X.eninos ; my mother has been at Tai-fus but two days, 
and was never here before. She is now bathing ; I chofe 
not to bathe, and came to this dofct by chance. — But 
I conjure you, added flie, to inform me alfo who you 
are. — Alamir was pleafcd to meet a young woman who 
did not know him. tie told her he was called Selemin ; 
as he fpoke he heard a noife ; Elfibcri went to the clofet- 

Vol, I. «H door 
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door to keep any one from entering ; Alamir followed 
her a few fteps, not heeding the extrenae hazard he run 
by it.— -May not one hope, madam, faid he, to fee 
you again ? — I cannot tell, replied fhe much agitated, 
but I think it is not impoflible, — Thus faying, ihe went 
out, and ikut the door. 

Alamir was charmed with his adventure ; he had ne- 
ver feen any thing fo beautiful and enchanting as Elii- 
beri ; he believed he had not difpleafed her ; fhe did 
not know him to be the. prince of Tarfus; in ihort, 
there was every circumftance in her, which could move 
him ; and he ftay'd in the clofet till night, without re* 
fiedHng that he came thither to fee Zoromade, fo full 
was he of the idea of Elfiberi. 

Zoromade was not fo eafy ; fhe loved Alamir endrely, 
and the, hazard to which fhe knew he^was expofed, and 
her not being able to improve that opportunity, gave 
her the higheft vexation : for her mother not being very 
well did not care to bathe, and the apartment fhe^e* 
nerally ufed was given to the mother x)f Elfiberi. 

At his return Alamir found a letter from Zoromade, 
which informed him of what I have told you, and ac- 
quainted him alfo, that there was a talk of marrying her j 
but this fhe faid gave her no apprehenfions, fince he 
might hinder the marriage, by difcovering his intention 
concerning her to her father. He fhewed the letter to 
Mulziman, to convince him that all the women were 
aftuated only by the profpeft of marrying him ; he re- 
lated the adventure at the bath, and magnified Elfiberi's 
<harms, and exprefTed . his joy to think, that without 
knowing he was the prince, ihe admired his pcrfon. 
He afTured him he had at laft met with one who defervcd 
to engage his heart, and it Ihould now be feen whether 
he had not a iincere affeftion for Elfiberi. Finally, he 
refolved to forfake all gallantries, and devote himfelf 
wholly to her. It was almoft impoffible for him to fee 
her, efpecially fmce he would not make himfelf known 
to be the prince of Taifus. The firfl thing he thought 

of. 
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-of, therefore, was to conceal hhnfelf in the batKing-lroufe ; 
bat he heard Eliiberi's mother was ill, and that her 
daughter did not IHr from her. 

In the mean time Zoromade^s mariiage advanced, 
and the defpair to fee herfelf deferted by the prince, in- 
duced her to confent to it. As her father was very cort- 
fiderable, and the perfbn Ihe efpoufed W2(s not lefs, it 
was agreed to celebrate the nnptials in great form. 
Ahroir underftood that Elfiberi was to be there. The 
manner in which a wedding is performed among 
the Arabians, gave him no ground to hope he (hould 
be able to iee her, the women being placed a-part from 
the men both at the mofque and at the feaft. He re^ 
/olved, however, to attempt a thing as dangerous as 
what he had lately hazarded for Zoromade. He feigp- 
ed himfelf ill upon the day, in order to excufe his aflift- 
ing publickly at the ceremony ; and drcffing in women's 
clothes with a large veil over his head, as they always 
wear when they go abroad, he went to the mofque with 
Sclcmin's annt. He faw Elliberi come in ; and though 
Ihe was veiled, her fhape had fomething fo particular, 
and her habit was fo different from the habit of Tarfus, 
that he was confident he was not miftaken. fie follow- 
ed her juft to the place where the marriage was perform- 
ed, and ftood fo near Zoromade, that he could not refift 
the fudden impulfe of his natural temper to difcover 
himfelf, and tell her he had put on that dilguife only 
for the fake of feeing her. The fight of him fo difcom- 
pofed Zoromade, that flie drew back, and turning to- 
ward Alamir, It is inhuman, fkid fhe, to trouble my 
peace, by an aftion which might perfwade me you loved 
me, if I did not know the contrary too well ; but I hope 
I fliall not fufFer the evils you have plunged me in long. 
S^he could fay no more, and Alamir could not make her 
an anfwer. The rites were finilhed, and the women 
withdrew to their apartment. 

Alamir minded not the grief of Zoromade ; all hifc 

concern was, how to fpeak to Elfiberi, He kneeled 
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down by her, and began to make his prayers aloud, » 
ajfter thecuflom of the Arabians. Amidft the confufed 
murmurs of a multitude cf people who are all fpeaking 
at once, it is difficult to hear what any one fays, unlcfs 
one is clofe by; , Alamir, withoift turning his head to-- 
ward Elfiberi, or changing his #prayer- tone, called to her 
feveral times ; ihe turncvi that way, and when he dif- 
cerned that fhe looked at him, he let fall a book ; aitd 
a$ he took it up, he opened his veil ^ little, and difcover- 
ed to her a face whole youth and beauty did not ill- 
become the habit he had on . His difguife, he perceived, 
did not prevent her knowing him ; however, he a&ed 
her, whether he was fo happy as to be known. Elfiberi, 
whofe veil was not brought quite over her face, call her 
eyes toward him, and without moving her head, I know 
you too well, faid fhe, but I tremble at your danger. 
—There Ls nothing to which I would not expofe myfelf, 
anfwered he, rather than not fee. you. — It was not to 
fee me, faid fhe, that you ventured into the bathing- 
houfe, and perhaps it is not on my account you are here. 
— It is for you alone, -madam, replied he, and you (bail 
fee me run the fame hazard every day, if you do not 
aiFord me the means of fpeaking with you. — To-morrow, 
faid fhe, I go to the Caliph's palace with my mother ; 
do you be there with the prince ; my veil will be open, 
becaufe it is the firft time of my going. She faid no 
more^ lefl fhe fhould be heard by the women whowcfc 
near her. 

Alamir was flrangely embarrafTed at her appoint- 
ing him that place of meeting. He knew very well, 
that the firil time women of quality are brought- to the 
caliph's palace, if the caliph, or the princes his cluldren, 
enter the room where they, are, they do not let down 
their veils ; but after that, they are veiled whenever they 
go thither. Thus was Alamir certain of feeing Elfi- 
beri ; but to fee her, he mull difcover himfelf to be the 
piince of Tarfus, which was what he could not be will- 
ing to do. The pleafiire to be loved for his pesibn 

alone. 
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alone, was fo ferrltblc, that he would not quit It; knd 
yet it troubled him to lofe an opportunity of feeing 
Elfiberi, and an opporttmity which Ihe herfelf had given 
hilti. The jcaloufy Ihe had intimated at finding him in 
the bath-houie, iincc he was not there on her account, 
obliged him alfo to neglect nothing which might con- 
vince her of the truth of his alFedlion. This embar- 
raffment made him ftand a long time without anfwering ; 
at laft he afked, if he migljt not write to her.— I dare 
Tiottnrft to anybody, faid fhe; but try if you can gain 
J2L flave called Zabelec. 

Alamir was fatisfied with theie words ; the company 
feft the temple, and he went to change his h.i.bit, and 
tonfider what to do the next day. As difficult iis it 
feemed to hide hi^ quality from Eliiberi, and v/hat trou- 
ble foever it gave him, by obliging him to avoid her 
whom he had the greateft defire to fee> he refolved to 
undertake it; anddifcover whether he was really loved, 
without the recommendation of his birth. Having de- 
termined in what manner to proceed, he wrote Elfiberi 
the following letter : 

*' I F I had any merit to plead with you> or you had 
*^ given me any hope, I fhould not perhaps requeft the 
" thing I am going to a& of you, though I think I 
•* ihould have much more ,reafon to defire it. But, 
*' madam, as you fcarcely know me, I dare not flatter 
** myfelf with having made any imprefiion'in youl- heart ; 
•* you are engaged to me neither by yoiir fentiments, 
*'* nor 3^ur words ; and you will go to-morrow to a 
•* place, where you will <ee a prince, who never beheld 
** a beauty which he did not love. What ought I not 
** to fear, madam, from this interview? lean ha\^e no 
. ** doubt off .AIamir*s loviug you ; and though it is fan- 
** tafHcal, perhaps, to be afraid fo much as I am, of 
*' your feeing the priftce, and of his being happy enough 
'* to pleafe you, I cannot forbear in treating you not to 
•* fee him. Why will yt)u Yefufe it me, mctdam f It h - 
H 3 no 
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'' no favour that I aik you ; and it may be^ I am^tl^ 
*' only man who has ever fued for. fuch a things I aift: 
*' fenfibleit mufl feem very odd to you; hut it ieems 
•* more {o to myfelf. Do not deny this kindnefs to z. 
•* man who has expofedev^n his life, to be able merely 
^* to tell you he loves you." 

Having writ this, letter, he put on, a- difguife in order 
to go himfelf with fbme in whom he confided, to find 
out the flave EJfiberi had mentioned* He watched 
about the governor ofLcmnos's houfe ib Iharply, that at 
lall he met with an old Have who undertook to bring 
Zabelec to him. He faw him coming at a diflance^ 
and was furprifed at the fine Ihape of the youth, and the 
fweetneifi of his afpeft. Alamir had planted himielf 
privately iaa blind comer of a portico,, and Zabelec 
made up brifkly to him, as if he had beea oue of his 
acquaintance. When he drew near,, the prince, withr 
out ihcwing himfelf in the light, began to fpeak to him 
about Elfiberi.. The flave hearing a voice he did not 
know, changed countenance at once; and having fetched 
a deep figh, call down his eyes, and flood filent, in fo 
fcrrowful a pollure, that Alamii- could not forbear alk- 
ihg him the reafon.— I thought, anfwered. he,. I had 
known, the perfon who fent for me,, and did not imagine 
it was fi>mebody who wanted to talk to me about Elfibe^ 
ri : but make an end ; for whatever relates to Elfiberi^ 
touches me nearly, Alamir wiis embarrafled at the 
manner in which the flave anfwered ^ however, he finifti- 
cd what he was going to fay, and gave him a letter, 
difcovering himfelf to him only by the name of Selemin. 
The concern and beauty of the flave made the prince 
fency he was fome lover of Elfiberi, who was difguifed 
m order to be near her perfon. The trouble he faw hink 
in when he fpoke of getting him to deliver a. letter^ 
would not let him doubt it ; yet he thought if Elfiberi 
had known this flave was her lover, ftie would not have 
chofeu him to convey to hir a rival's letter. In ihort> 

thi& 
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this accident perplexed him ; and taking it in iny vic^^"^ 
this Have appeared too handfome, and had an air too 
much above his condition > lor him to bear his being wi^h 
Eliiberi without uneafmefs. 

He expefted the next day with variety of reftlefs 
thoughts, and went early to the apartment of the Prin- 
cefs his mother ; never had a lover been fo impatient to 
i^ his miib-efs, as Alamir was now defirous not to fee his } 
and never had a lover fo much reafon to wilh not to fee her. 
If Eliiberi did not come to the palace, he concluded it 
was in compliance with his reqaicfl, and that it was a 
£gn alfo ihe had received the letter he had tAit into Za« 
belec's hands ; and that if the flave had delivered it, he 
coold not be a rival ; and her not accompanying her 
mother, would ihew he had £xed a good intelligence 
with her, and had no rival, and might hope flie loved 
him. He was full of thefe thoughts, when word wa» 
brought him that Eliiberi*s mother was arrived ; and he 
had the pleafurc to fee flie was not attended by her 
daughter. Never was trajifport equal to his. He with- 
drew, not being willing his millrefs's mother fhouli 
know his face, and went home to wait till the hour came 
which he had appointed to fpeak with Zabclec. 

The hamlfpme flave returned to meet him, with the 
lame fadnefs in his aipeft as he had fliewn the day before, 
and brought him Elfiberi's - anfiver. • The prince was 
charmed with the letter, which exprefled a decent mo- 
deily mingled with much aifedion. She aflured him,.ihe 
had the complaifance for him not to iee the prince of 
Tarfus, and could grant him fuch a favour without any 
reladance ; Ihe prayed him alfo to run no rifque to fee 
her, becaufe her natural fearfulnefs, and the manner in 
which die was guarded, would render any thing he could 
undertake ineffedlual. 

Though Alamir was highly fatisfied with the le»tter, 
he could not reconcile himfelf to the beauty and dejcdted- 
iicfs of this flave ; he aiked him fevcral que^ions con- 
cerning what means he Hkbuld employ to fee Elflberi ^ 
H4 but 
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but the flavc anfwercd him very coldly. This increafed 
the prince's fufpicions ; and as he found himfelf more 
touched with Elfiberi's beauty than hsi had ever been 
with any other, he was afraid of falling into the fame 
condition as tliat into which he had brought all thofe 
whom he had loved, and of being engaged with one 
who had an inclination to another. However, he wrote 
to her every day, and obliged her to inform^ him of the 
places whither fhe went ; and his love made him fo care- 
ful to avoid her in public, where .fl:€ might know him 
for the prince, that he was ftudious to contrive ways of 
feeing her in private. He viewed all the avenues of the 
houfe where (he lodged narrowly, and obferved, that at 
the head of the terrace there was a fort of balcony over a 
little ftreet, which was fo narrow, that one mig^t hold 
difcourfe at the balcony from a houfe on the other fidtf 
©f*the way. He eafily pofTefled himfelf of that houfe ; 
and wrote to Elfiberi, conjuring her that "flid; would ber 
upon the terrace at night, and acquainting her he ihould 
be able to talk with her there. She came, and Alamir 
eon ver fed with her without being overheard, and it was 
not fo dark, but he had the pleafure to diftinguifti thofe 
beauties which fo inflamed ^xis heart. 

They entered into a long converfation about their 
mutual fentiments for each other. Elfiberi defired him 
to explain what occafion had carried him to the bathing- 
houfe. He confeffed the truth to her, and told her all 
that had pafled between Zoromadc and himfelf. Young 
perfons are too much delighted with this fort of treachery, 
to fear the conleq.uences of it for themfelves. Elfiberi 
had a pailidnate inclination for Alamir, and this con- 
verfation took intire poflfeflion of her ; and they agreed 
to meet again in the fame place. Juft as he was going 
away, ne happened to turn his head, and was ftrangely 
furprifed to fee, in a corner of the balcony, that hand- 
fpme flave, who h^d already given him fo much 
difturbance. 

He 
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He could not conced his uncafinefs ; and refuming the 
difcoHiTe, If I expreffed a jtealoufy-i ^lid he to Eliiteri, 
the firft tinie I wrote to you, Ihall I prefume to (hew it 
alfo, madam, the firft time I talk with you ? Perfons of 
your quality, 1 know, have always flaves about them ;' 
but I think not of the- age and air as he whom I fee with 
you. I own that what I know of ZabeJec's perfon and 
wit, renders hiin as formidable to me as if he were the 
prince of T&rfus. Elfiberi fmiled at his word^, and 
calling the handfohite flave. Come hither, Zabelec, faid 
fee, and cure Selemin of the jealoufy you give him;' 
for I "Ml not venture to do it without }'our confent.— I 
fiiould be glad, madam, anfwered Zabelec, if you could 
prevail on yourlelf to leave him under it. I do not wifh 
it for my own intereft, but for yours, and for fear of 
thofe misfortunes into which, I fee clearly, you are 
plunging yourfelf. But, fir, continued the flave, ad- 
dreffing himfclf to the prince, taking him only for Sele- 
min, it is not juft to leave you in a fufpicion of Elfiberi's 
virtue. 

I am an unhappy woman who came into her fervice by 
accident. I am aChriftian, a Greek, and of a birth far 
above the condition in which you fee me. My beauty, 
Aich as it was, of which perhaps there are no tokens re- 
Awdning, procured me feveral lovers irf my youth ; but I 
found in them fo little fincerity, and fo much deceit, 
diat I regarded them with contempt. One more faith- 
lefs than the reft, v/ho yet underftood to difTemble better, 
engaged my love. I broke off, for his lake, a marriage 
very advantageous for my fortune; my relations perfe- 
cuted «8; he was obUg<?d to withdraw; he married me, 
and I difgttifed myfelf in a man's habit, and followed 
him. We embarked,' and in the fame veHel was a very 
handfome woman, whom fome extraordinary occafions 
obliged likewife to go to Afia. My hu(band fell in love 
with her ; we were attacked by the Arabians, and taken ; 
they divided the flaves ; and it was offered my hufband,. 
and one of his relations, ^ to be among the flaves which 
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fell to the {hare of the lieutenant of the fhlp, or of the- 
captain.. The lot had given me to the lail, and by aii% 
ingratitude without example, I faw him chufe to go with; 
the lieutenanty for the iake of accompanying the womaa- 
whom he loved^ Neither my prefence, noj? my tears» 
nor what I had done for him^ jior the condition in whick 
he left me^ was able to move him. You may imagine 
my grief: I was brought hither ; and my good fortune 
put me into the hands of Elfiberi's father^ Though I. 
Had feen my hufband^s falthlefTnefs, I could not quite lay. 
s^fide the hope of hiS' returning; and it was this which 
eaufed thofe' alterations you obferved in my countenance^, 
the firfl day I talked with you^ I was in hope it was he 
who fent for me ; and as groundlefs as my hope v/as, I 
was not able to lofe it without forrow. Ldo not oppofe- 
the inclination Elfiberi has for. you, knowing, by a bittfer- 
cxperience, Jiow vain it is to contradiAfuch fort of feati^ 
ments ; but I lament it» and forefee the (harp trouble, 
you will occaiion her. She has never had a pa^on, andr 
IS going to have for you an alFedlion as fincere and trucr 
as any man, who has ever been loved^. can deferve. 

When Zabelec had done, Elfiberi told Alamir, that 
her father and mother knew, her quality, h^r. fex, andhexi 
merit; tut for. re?,fons which ihe had to keep her{el£ 
unknown,, they eaufed hereto he treated in appearance 
as a flavc. The prince: was farprifed at Zabelec*s wit 
and virtue ; and was overjoyed to underftand hi» jca-> 
loufy was thus without foundation.. He pcrreived alio 
fo many charms*, ani fuch-. iincerity in- tl^e fentimenu 
of Elfiberi, that.he was per&aded Ihc was the only per-, 
fon who had loyed him. She loved him with no othet 
deilgn than to Ibve him,. and without thinking what 
Vfould be the end of her pafllon. She did nofinform 
herfelf of his fortune or. his intention ; and piic all to. 
hazard to fee him, . and blindly, did whatever he could 
wifh. To another perfon, the condud he deiired of hcr> 
would have been a conftraint ; for as he deiigncd ilio 
fti<;iUd iUlI take him for Sslemin, he was forced to hinder, 
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her being at fbme public feafts, wli^re he was obligedi 
to appear as the princrc : but Ike thought nothing diift- 
cult to pleafe him. 

• Alamir was happy for a time in being loved merely 
for his own fake; at laft it came into his mind, that 
though Elfiberi had loved him without knowing he wa*^ 
the prince of Tarfus, (he wouM not fcruple, perhaps, to 
leave him for a man who fhould appear under that 
quality.. He relblved to put her heart to this trial, and 
to make the true Selemin perfonate the prince, and 
profefs love to her, and to fee with his own eyes after 
what manner (he v/ould treat him. He imparted his 
intention to Selemin, and they concerted the proper 
means to execute it. Alamir made a horfe-race, and 
told Elfiberi, that in order to give her feme part of 
that diversion, he would get the prince to pafs along with 
the whole troop before her window ; that they would 
both have on the fame habit, and ride fide by fide ; and 
though he was always apprehenfive of her feeing Alamir, 
he thought him felf too fure of h«r heart to fear thd' 
prince's drawing her eyes, efpeckdly wlien he fhould he 
near enough to ihare them with him, 

Elfiberi was perfuaded hereby, that he whom (he 
fliould fee with her lover, was the prince of Tarfus p 
and the next day feeing the real Selemin with Alamir^ 
fte made no quefHon of his being the prince. She dif- 
cerned alio that her lover had abufed her in reprefenting; 
Alamir as fuch a formidable man, and thought he was 
not fo agreeable as he whom fhe believed to be his fa- 
vourite. She did not forget to tell" Alamir her opinion j 
but this was not fufficient to fatisfy him ; and he re- 
folved to try, whether this fham prince would not win her 
heart, if he feemed to be in love with her, and pro- 
pofed to marry her. 

At one of the feafts of the Arabians, where^ the 

prince was not obliged to appear in public, he tcld- 

Elfiberi th^t Alamir would difguife. himfelf in order t > 

come into her comjpaay; he did fb literally, and toolc 

H 6 Sckmin* 
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Selemin with him. They drew near Elfibcri, and Scle^ 
min called to her twice or thrice. As Ihe was thinking 
oT Alamir, fhe concluded this was he, amd taking ^ 
time when nobody minded her, ihe lifted up her veil, to 
let him fee' her, and to talk to him ; but (he was fur- 
prifed to find at her elbow the man who, fhe thought, 
was the prince of Tarfus. Selemin appeared extremely 
touched with her beauty, and would have fpoke to her, 
but fhe would not hear him j and made up clofe to her 
mother in great diflurbance, fo that Selemin could not, 
fall in \vith her again all that day. 

At night Alamir met her at the terrace, and fhe told 
him all that had happened with fo exadl a truth, and fuck 
a wonderful fear left he fhould fufped fhe had contri- 
buted to it, that he ought to have been entirely eafy. 
Neverthelefs he was not contented ; he engaged the old 
/I? i, whom he had found very obnoxious to prefents, 
to deliver her a letter from the prince. When the flave 
would have put it into her hand, fhe rejeded it, and 
reprimanded him feverely. She gave Alamir an ac- 
count, of it, who knew it before, and rejoiced ex- 
ceedingly in his deceit. To fmiih what he had defigned, 
he brought Selemin to the terrace, where he ufed to 
meet Elfiberi, and hid himfelf, fo that^fhe could not 
fee him, while he could hear all they faid. Elfibcri's 
furprize was incredible, when fhe faw upon the terraop 
him whom fhe believed to be the prince. Her firfl incli- 
nation was to retire ; bu^ ^ fufpicion that her lover made 
a facrifice of her to the prince, and a defure to difcover 
it, kept her there a few moments. I will not fay^ 
madam, x:ried Selemin,, whether it is by my own arti- 
fice, or the confent of him whom you expedled to find 
here, that I fupply the place appointed for him ; nor. 
will I fay, whether he is ignorant of the fentimen^ts I 
have for you, or not ;. you may judge of that by the 
probability of it, and by the power which the quality: 
of the prince is able to give me over him. • I fhall only 
fay, that by one view alone you have done that in me,, 

which 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Part If. Z A Y D E. 157 

which the longeft paflions hare ijot been able to effed. 
I was always againft entering into any engagements, 
and propofe to my felf no other happinefs at prefent than 
that of prevailing on you to accept the fame dignity as 
I pofTefs. You arc the only perfon to whom I will oiFcr 
it. Confidcr it, madam, before you refufe me ; and 
think that in refu/ing the prince of Tarfus, you refufe 
the only thing which Can deliver you from that eternal 
captivity to whjch you are deftined.. 

Elfiberi did not hear all the imagiitary prince faid to* 
her; but as foon as he gave her ground to believe her 
lover had facrificed her to his ambition, without replying 
to what he had faid, I don't know, fir, cried ftie, what 
accident brought you hither ; but however it happened, 
I can converfe with you no longer ; and I defire you- 
will not take it ill that I leave you^ At this fhe quitted 
the terrace immediately, with Zabelec, who had at- 
tended her, and withdrew to her chamber, not lefe 
difturbed, than Alamir was delighted and pleafed. He 
faw with joy, that fhe defpifed the offer of fo exalted a 
fortune, at the fame time as fhe had reafon to conclude,, 
he had deceived her> and he could no longer doubt fhe 
was proof to the impreffions of ambition which he had 
fufpefted. On the morrow he attempted again to get a 
ktter delivered to her from the prince, to fee whether 
ihe had not altered her mind ; but the old flave who went 
to give it her, was rebuffed as fmartly as before. 

Elfiberi pafTed the night with inexpreffible grief; in aU 
appearance her lover had betrayed fier ; nobody elfe 
could have communicated their intelligence, and the 
place of their meeting ; yet the tendernefs fhe had for 
him, would not fuffer her to condemn him without a 
hearing. She faw him the next day ; and he knew fo 
well how to make her believe he had been betrayed by 
one of his fervants, and that the caliph, at his fon*s" 
defire, had detained him part of the night to prevent 
his being at the terrace, that he juflified himfelf com- 
pleatlyy. and perfuaded her he was extremely concerned 

at 
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at the prince's paffion. But the beautiful (lave was not 
fatisfied fo eafily as Elfiberi ; her experience of the de- 
ceitfulnefs of men would not let her give credit to the 
words of the pretended Selemin. She endeavoured in 
vain to (hew Elfiberi that he impofed upon het ; but a 
little after> chance furniihed her with an opportunity to 
accomplifh it. 

The trie Selemin was not fo bufied with the prince'j 
amours> as to have none of his own. The perfon with 
whom he was in love, had for her confidant a young 
female Have, who was violently impaffioned of Zabelcc, 
whom fhe took for a man. She told Zabelec the intrigue 
of Selemin and her niiftrefs, and the manner of their 
interviews. Zabelec, who- knew Alamir by no other 
name than that of Selemin, informed herfelf by this 
flave of all which might convince Elfiberi of her lover's 
unfaithfulnefs, and went to acquaint her with it the fame 
moment. No affliftion could exceed that of Elfiberi ; 
whofe grief, as pungent as it was, did not carry her into 
a rage againft him who caufed it. Zabelec did all fte 
could, to make her fee Alamir no more, and not to 
liften to his juftifications, which would be only fo many 
new delulions ; and Elfiberi would willingly have fol- 
lowed her counfel, but fhe was not able. 

Alamir met her the fame evening upon die teirace, 
and was aftonifhed when Elfiberi began their converfa- 
tion with a torrent of tears, andjhen with fuch tender 
reproaches as would have pierced even one who did not 
love her, to the heart. He coukl not conceive what fht 
could accufe him of, nor to what fantaftical accident it was 
owing, that as he had never been faithful unlefs to her- 
felf, fhe was almofl the only perfbn who had taxed him 
with falfhood. He defended himfelf with all the force 
ef truth; but as much inclined as Elfiberi was to bc^ 
lieve him innocent, fhe could not truft his words. He 
prefTed her to name the woman with whom fhe accufed 
him of being in love. She did, and related the cir- 
cumftances of their corrcfpondence at lai^e. • Alamir 

waft- 
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was furprifed when he found it was only the name of 
Selemin which made him appear culpable, and was ex- 
ceedingly cmbarraffed after what manner to clear him- 
fcJf. He could not refolve upon the fpot; and only 
affirmed his innocence with new oaths, without entering 
into any other excufcs. His perplexity, and fuch gene- 
ral exprelfions, left Eliiberi fully perfuaded of his trea- 
chery. 

In the mean time the prince went to report his misfor- 
tune to Selemin, and confult the meafures with him ta 
vindicate his innocence. I would for your fake, faid 
Selemin, break off with the perfon 1 love, if it would 
do you any fervice ; but though I Ihould forbear to fee 
her, Elfiberi will always believe you was once unfaithful,, 
and will accordingly diftrufl you. If you would cure 
her abiblutely of her fufpicions, I am of opinion, you mull 
own to her who you are, and who I am. Shs has loved 
you, and your quality has had no fliare in her palEon ;. 
ihe has believed me to be the prince of Tarfus, and has 
dc/pifed me for your fake^: and this, I think, is ail 
that you defired. — You^ are in the right, my dear Sele- 
min, cried the prince, but Fknow not how to declare 
my, birth to El/iberi ; I fhall lofe by it that which has 
charmed me, and ihall hazard the only real pleafure I 
ever had ; and I can't tell whether the pafTion 1 have 
for her will not entirely vanifh. — Coniider, fir,- replied 
Selemin, that by continuing to p&fs under my name, 
you will lofe Eliiberi's heart, and in loung that, you 
will certainly lofe all the pleafure which your millaken 
imagination makes you idly fear you fliall not know 
again. 

Selemin fjpoke with {o much ftrength of argument^, 
that Alamir agreed to declare the truth of the cafe to 
Elfiberi. He informed her of it the fame evening ; and 
never did any one pafs in a moment from a cui dition fo 
deplorable to one fo happy ; flie perceived the marks 
of a very fincere and delicate paffion in all thoic things 
ubicJi had feemcd deceits^ and had the pleaiure to d«i> 

moniirate,' 
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monftrate flic loved Alamir fincerely, witliout knowing 
he was the prince ; in a word, her heart could fcarcely 
contain her joy ; fhe (hewed it all to Alanair ; but he 
fufpcfled if, arid fancied the prince of Tarfus had fome 
{)art in it, and that her gladnefs to find fhe had him for 
her lover, was what tranfported her fo much. How- 
ever, he hid it from her, and viiited her conftantly. 
Zabelec was furprifed to fee herfelf miftaken in diilruft- 
ing the love of men, and envied Elfiberi's-good fortune- 
in meeting with one who was faithful. 

She had not reafon to envy her long. It^was impoffiblc 
but fuch extraordinary things as Alamir had done for 
Elfiberi, fliould give a new vivacity to her paiSon: 
The prince perceived it ; this increafe of love appeared 
fallacious to him, and occafioned him the fame uneali- 
nefs as an abatement of it would have done. In ihort, 
he was fo perfuaded that the prince of Tarfus wis better 
loved than Alamir had been under the name of Selemin, 
that his affeftion began to cool, though he had no new 
obje^l to divert it. He had been in fo many amours, 
and the prefent had at firft fomething fo engaging in it, 
as made him regardlefs of all others. Elfiberi infenfi- 
bly put an end to his love ; and though (he endeavoured 
to deceive herfelf, ihe was not able to doubt of her 
misfortune, When fhe underllood the prince was going to 
travel over Greece, and heard of his defign before he 
told it her. The difquiet he met with at Tarfus in- 
fpired him with this resolution ; nor could the intreadcs 
and tears of Elfiberi prevail on him not to execute it. 

The beautiful flave now.faw that her deftiny was not 
more unhappy than that of Elfiberi, and all the con- 
fblation Elfiberi had was to mingle complaints with her. 
Zabelec heard that her hufb.ind was killed ; and not- 
withftanding his horrible falfliobd to her, Ihe was heartily 
concerned. As her reafons for concealing herfelf ceafed 
with his death, fhe bagged Elfiberi's father to give her 
the ft-eedom he had offered her fo often. He did ; and 
flie yefolved to return, and pafs the remainder of her 
- ' ^ . Ufc 
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life in her own country, withdrawn from all converfa- 
tion with men. She had talked (everal times to Elfiberi 
of the Chriflian religion ; and Elfiberi being moved 
with what jfhe faid, and with Alamir*s inconftancy, for 
which fhe expedled no relief, determined to become a 
Chriflian and follow Zabclec, and live with her in a 
profound forgetfulnefs of all earthly paffions. Accord- 
ingly fhe went away, giving her relations no other no- 
tice, than by a letter which fhe left behind. 

Alamir had begun his travels, and underffood by a 
letter from Selemin what I have told you about Elfiberi. 
In what place foever Ihe is, it would peihaps be a comfort 
to her to know how well fhe is revenged of Alamir*s 
treachery, by the violent paffion the beauty of Zayde 
has given him. 

He arrived in Cyprtts,^ and fell in love with that prin- 
ccfs, as I t#ld you, after he had been wavering for a 
while between her and me : he loved her with a pafHon 
fo dilFerent from any he experienced before, that he 
was befide himfelf. He had always declared his love 
the very moment it -began, and was never in fear of 
offending by it thofe whom he addrefTed ; but he fcarcely 
dared to let Zayde even conjefture this which he had 
for her. This alteration amazed him ; but when the 
vehemence of his love forced him to own it to her, and 
iie perceived her indifference ferved only to enrage it, 
and faw this treatment made him defperate, without ex- 
tinguifhing his love, and that he had no profpedl it 
would ever ceafe, he felt a forrow not to bedefcribed. 

After Zayde's father arrived, and fhe had fo flrongly 
declared her refolution not to marry him, his defpair 
augmented, and put him upon feeking after death with 
joy. 

• This is the fum, continued Felima, of what I learned 
from Malzima4» : perhaps I have been too particular ; 
but you will forgive me, remembering the pleafurc 
which perfons in love find in talking of thofe they love, 
though at the fame time the fubjeftmay be difagrecable. 

Don 
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Don Olmond affured her Ihe was fo far from ftanding i« 
need to excufe tlie length of her ftory, th^it he was un* 
der great obligations to her for informing him of Ala- 
mir's adventures ; and deiiring her to proceed, fiie thus 
refumed the ^fcourfe. 

You may believe that what I knew of the a£tions 
and temper of Alamir gave me no hope, fince I under- 
ftood tlie only way to be loved by him was not to love 
him. Yet I did not love him the lefs for it ; the dan- 
gers to which he expofed himfelf every day, troubled 
me excefiively j I fancied every blow would fall upon hii 
head, and that nobody was in hazard but he. I was fo 
overwhelmed, that I thought my miferies could receivt 
no addition; but Fortune overtook me with a calamity 
more terrible than all I had already fuffered, - 

Some days after-Mulziman had told me Alamir's ad* 
ventures, I fjpoke of them to Zaydc, an 4 rcflefted fa 
deeply on my wretched delliny, that my face was bathed 
in tears. One of Zayde's women pafied through the 
room where we were, and, unpericeived by me, left the 
door open. I muft own I am very unhappy, faid I to 
Zayde, in hcing fond of a man who is in all refpeds fo 
unworthy of the fentimentsi have for him. As 1 finiihed 
thefe words, I heard fomebody in ';he chamber, and 
thought it was the woman who went through ; but how 
was I furprifed and troubled when I faw it was Alamir> 
and that he was fo near me that I could not doubt his 
overhearing my laft expreffions ! My concern, and the 
tears which ran down my cheeks, deprived me of the 
means of preventing his perceiving that what I had faid 
was true. My fpirits failed me ; I loft ray fpeech ; I 
wifhed to die, and was in a diforder not to be uttered. 
To compleat my diftrefs, the princefs' Alafintha entered 
the room accompanied with feveral ladies, who all went 
up to Zayde ; fo that I was left alone with Alamir. 

Th« prince looked on me with an air which fhewed 
he was afraid to incrcafc the confufion in which he faw 
me : I am very forry, madam, faid he,, that I came in 
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at a time when I believe you would have been heard only 
by Zayd#. But^ madam, fince it has happened other- 
wiie> fuffer me to afk, whether it is poffible a man who 
is happy enough not to difpleafe you, can provoke you 
to fay he is in all refpedls unworthy of the kindnefs you 
have for him, I am very feniible, there is no man who 
can defcrve the leaft degree of your favour ; but is there 
any one who can give you reafon to complain of his fen- 
djttcnts ? Be not difpleafed, madam, that I have entered 
into fome part of your confidence ; you (hall not find 
me unworthy of it ; and as careful as you have been to 
conceal what I have now difcovered, I ihall be highly 
thankful for a thing which I owe wholly to chance. 

Alamir would have fpoke long enough, if he had 
waited till I had ftrength to interrupt him: I was fo 
belide myfelf, and Co affailcd.with the fear of.letting 
him know it was he of whom I complained, and with 
grief to have him think I loved another, that it. was 
iJDipofiible for me to anfwer him. Alamir imputed all 
my embarrafTment to my uneafinefs at his imagining I 
was in love. I fee, madam, replied he, that you are 
much concerned at my being your confidant ; but you 
do me injuftice. ' Can any bne have more refpeft for 
you than I have, or be more intereftcd to pleafe you ? 
You have an abfolute power over the beautiful princefr, 
on whom my deftiny depends : let me know, madam, 
who he is you complain of; and if I have as much in- 
fluence oyer him, as you have over her I adore, you Ihall 
fee whether I fhall not make him underftand his bwn 
happinefs, and render him worthy of your goodnefs. 

Alamir*s words heightened my trouble and. diforder ; 
he prefled me again to tell him of whom I complained j 
but all thofe reafons which made him earneft to know it, 
made me think him very unworthy to be informed. At 
laft Zayde, who guefled what a perplexity I was in, 
came up and interrupted us ; nOr had I the power to fay 
ib much as a fmgle word to Alamir. I went away with- 
out looking at him. My body not being able to fupport 
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',the agitation of my fpirirs, I Ml ill the fame night, and 
my indifpoiition lafted a long time. 

When I began to be well enoagh to admit conrpar^y, 
I avoided as much as I could all occaflons of feeing 
Alamir; when I faw him, I perceived he obferved mt 
ftri £lly, to difcover by my adlions who was the perfon-I 
.fpoke of. The more I faw he obferved me, the.woffe 
I treated thofe who loved md. Though there were 
feveral whofe quality and merit I ought not to have 
been afhamed of, there was not one whom my vanity 
did nst defpife. I could not bear that Alamir foocld 
believe I loved without having my love returned, forhy 
this I fhould have feemed lefs" worthy of him. 
• The emperor's troops prefTed Fanragufta fo hard^ that 
'the Arabians were univerfally of opinion l^ey muft 
'abandort it* Ztd«n» and Ofmin refotved to put us on 
board with the princeffes Alafintha and Bellenia ; Ala- 
mir aHb determined to leave Cyprus, both in order to 
follow Zayde, and to <juit a place where he could be no 
longer ferviceable. He had ftill a reftlefs currolity to 
know who the pcrfon was he heard me fpeak of; and 
when we were juft ready to depart, and he faw my 
-concern did n^ot incrcafe. Though you fcrfake Cyprus, 
faid he, without fhewing new marks of affliftitDn, it 
is impofTible, madam, but youi' departure mull 2fFe<5t 
you ; do me the favour then to acquaint me, who it is 
you have at heart. There is not a man here whom I 
cannot eafily engage to go toAfrick,and you will have the 
pleafure to fee hinl, withoxit his kno\<^ing that you hz\t 
defired it.— I have not been felicitous, anfwcred I, to 
remove an opinion which you embraced upon appear- 
ances probable enough ; but I afTure you, notwith- 
ftanding, that thofe appearances are deceitful. I leave 
no perfoh behind me at Famagufe whcm I regard ; nor 
does this arife from any change which has happened in my 
heart. — I underftand you, madam, replied Alamir ; he who 
has been fo happy as to pleafe you, is not here ; I fhould 
in vain look for him aAong y©ut admirers ;- for he left 
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Cyprus undoubtedly before I had the honour to fee you. . 
. --i-It was neither before you faw me, nor iince you came 
hither, anfwered I Ihortly,^ that any one has been happy, 
enough to pleafe me ; and I. beg you will {peak to me 
no more about a thing which offends me. 

. Alamir obferving I anfwere'd him in anger, faid no 
more of it, and affured me he would not mention it 
again ; and I was very glad to put an end to a conver- 
fation .in which I was always in danger of letting that 
be feen which I fo ardently dclired to conceal. We 
embarked, and our voyage was fo profperous at iir^, 
that we had no reafon to exped it would end in a wreck 
{q unhappy as that which we fuffered upon the cAil of 
Spain, as I (hall tell you prefently. • 

Felima^ was going on in her ftory, when word came 
that her' mother wasworfe than ordinary. Though I 
have much more to teU you, fai& flie to Don Olmond 
at leaving him, I have told you enough to make you 
fen£ble that my life is involved in Alamir's, and to . 
engage you to keep the promife you have given me.-r- 
I will keep it exa^U^, madam, replied he ; but I ^efire 
you will remember alfo. that you are to, relate to me the 
reli of your adventures ^ 

. The next day he went to the king; who the moment 
he faw him, being willing to fatisfy the impatience and 
uneaiinefs wliich appeared in Gonfah- o's face, took them 
both into his ' dofet, and ordered Lton Olmond to fay 
if he had feen Felima,. and whefher ftie had told him-, 
wnat interell ihc had in faving Alamir. Don Olmond, 
wjlthottt feeming to enter into the reafons of the king's 
curioiity after that prince's adventures, made an exadl 
recital of all he had learned by Felima of her paffion 
for Alamir, and of Alamir's for ZaydeT and of what 
h?d befallen them till their leaving Cyprus, When he 
had done, he judged rightly that his prefence would be 
a conftraint upon the converfation between the king 
and Gonfalvo, and in order to leave them at liberty, 
be pretended he was obliged to return to Oropeze. 

As 
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As Toon as he was gone, the king looking on his 
favourite with an air which cxprcfled the fentiments he 
had for him,' Do you think now, faid he, that Zayde 
loves Alamir, and that it was fhc who made Felima 
write ? Don't you fee how groundlefs your fears were ? — 
No, fir, anfwered Gonfalvo forrowfully ; all Don OI- 
mond has related, does not fatisfy me that I have not 
reafon to be afraid. Zayde, perhaps, did not love Afa- 
mir at firft, or concealed it from Pelima, feeing die 
love (he had for him ; but .whom fhould ihe lament, 
when fhe was fhip^weckcd on the coaft of Spain, nnlefs 
it was Alamir, who Ihe believed was dead ? Whom can I 
refemble, but this prince? Felima has mentioned no 
other in her ftory : Zayde has deceived her, fir, or has 
not owned to her the fentiments (he had for him till fince 
ihe was at Alphonfo's. What I have heard docs not 
change my former opinion ; and I am afraid what I hare 
jet to hear will confirm it, rather than alter it. 

It was fo late when Gonfalvo left -the king, that he 
ought to have gone to reft ; but his concern would not 
permit him. Felima's relation inflamed his curiofity, 
and left him ftill in that cruel uncertainty, under which 
he had been fo long. Toward the morning an officer 
of the army, who was come back from Oropeze, 
brought him a letter frpm Don Olmond, which he 
opened, and found as follows ; 

*' FELIMA has kept her word, and told me the ' 
*' reil of her adventures. It is only her love of Alamir^ 
** which has made, her fo anxious for his life. Zayde 
•* does not intereft herfclf in it; and if any one has an 
'• intereft in Zayde, Alamir is not the man of wliom 
•' he ought to be jealous." 

Thefe lines threw Gonfalvo into a new embarrafiT- 
Htent; and made him think he was miftaken only in 
believing fhe loved Alamir, but not in judging that Ihe 
was in love. The letter he faw her write at Alphonfo's, 
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«nd what he had heard her fay at Tortofa concerning a 
iirft inclination, and the note he had now received from 
Don Olmond, would not fuSef him to doubt it ; and 
fince Zayde's heart was engaged, he thought he lliould 
be equally unhappy ; however, as he could not conceive 
the perfon, it gave him fome comfort, to learn it was 
3iot the prince of Tarfus. 

In the mean time the Moors made propofals of peace, 
which were too advantageous to 15e rejected. Com- 
miffioners were named on each fide to fettle the articles, 
and a truce was granted. Gonfalvo had a (hare in all 
the counfels ; yet as deeply employed as he was by the 
important affairs which the king committed to his care, 
his mind ran more upon difcovering who was this fecret 
rival whom he had never heard mentioned? He waited 
for Don Olmond with the moll reftlefs impatience ; and 
at laft deiired the king either to fend for him to the 
camp, or allow him to go to him at Oropeze. Don' 
Garcia, who was curious to hear the fequel of Zayde's 
adventures, was willing to be prefent when Don Olmond 
made his rehearfal, and fent him orders to attend him 
immediately- When Gonfalvo faw him arrive, and 
confidered him as a man who was going to inform him 
oi the true fentiments of Zayde, he was almofl on the 
point of hindering him from fpeaking j fo much afraid 
was he of the certainty of his misfortune, though he 
wiflied to be refolvcd. Don Olmond, with the fame 
prudence as he had obferved before, not appearing to 
t^ke notice of Gonfalvo's embarraflment, related, by 
the' king's direftion, what he had learned of Felima ia 
ibeir laft cpnverfation^ 
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The Sequel of the HISTORY of 
FELIMA AND ZAYDE. 

TDRINCE Zulema and Ofmin having left Cyprus 
**- with a defigh to go to Africk, and land at Tunis, 
Alamir followed them. Their voyage was fmooth 
enough at firft, when an impetuous wind drove them 
toward Alexandria. Zulema feeing they were very- 
near it, had a mind to go on ihore to fee Albumazar, 
the great aftrologer fo celebrated over all Africk, whom 
he had known long ago. The princeffes not being xifed' 
€0 the fatigues of the fea, were glad to get to land 
and repofe themfelves ; and the wind continuing con- 
trary, kept them long in port. 

One day as Zulema was Ihewing Albumazar fevcral 
rarities he had. colle6led in his travels, Zayde fpied in a 
cafe a pidui'e of a young man of cxtraorUinary beauty, 
and a very agreeable air. The habit, which was equal 
to that of the Arabian princes, made her fancy it was 
the picture of one of the caliph/s fons. ' She aflted her 
father, whether ihe was miftaken ; who anfwered, he 
did not know whofe pifture it was ; that he had bought 
it of fome foldiers, and preferved it for its beauty. 
Zayde feemed furprifed at the gracefulnefs of it ; and 
Albumazar obferving how earneftly fhe looked at it,- 
rallied her, and told her he ikw clearly that the man who 
was like thatpifture might promife himfelf to pleafe herl 
As the Greeks have a wonderful opinion of aflrology, 
and young people are fond of knowing future events, 
Zayde begged that famous aftrologer feveral times to tell 
her fomething of her deftiny ; but he always refufed it : 
the little time he fpared out of his ftudy, hq fpent wltli 
Zulema, and feemed to decline Ihewing his' extraor- 
dinary knowledge. At laft, finding him one day in the 
chamber with her father, fhe preffed him more ftrongly 
than ufual, to cqnfult the ftars about her fortune. It 
5 i* 
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is not neCeiTary that I confult them^ madanij faid he 
ibtiling^ to aflure you that you are defined to him whofe 
pidpre 2ulema has i(hewa you. Few princes in Africk 
can equal kim: you will be ha|>py if you marry him ; 
take caie, therefore, you do not let another engage your 
heart. Zayde took thefe words i)f Albumazar only as 
reflecting upon the attention with which /he had viewed 
•the picture; butZnlema told her, with all the authority 
of a father, that Ihe ought not to doubt of the truth of 
thepredi^on ; that he did not doubtit himfelf, and by 
}aM confeat fte ihould marry no other than him for who«i 
that pidore was drawn. 

. Zayde And Felima cotild fcvcely believe Zulema 
ipoke his real fentiments ; but they were convinced of 
it, when he told his daughter, he had no farther thought ' 
of efpoftiing her to the prince of Tarfus. Felima felt 
.no Uttle joy in finding Z^yde was not deftined to Ala- 
Air; ihe expe^ed a wonderful pleafure in telling him 
of it, and flattered herfelf that if he had no hope^f 
winning Zayde, hie would return to her. She prayed 
Zayde to allow her to acquaint Alamir with Albuma:dar!5 
predidion* and Zulema's intention. There was no 
£fficuity in getting her permiflion ; Zayde .readily 
yielded to every thing which might cure him of the 
paffion he had for her. 

Fetima fought an opportunity of fpealdng to him $ 
and without fliewing how glad flie was at what fhe had 
to tell him, ihe advifed hirn to difengage himfelf from^ 
Zayde» fince ihe was deftined to another, and Zulemm 
was agidnft him. She informed him then of what had 
made. Zulema change his mind, and ihewed him the 
pidure, which was to determine the fortune of Zayde. 
Alamir feenied overwhelmed at Felima's words, and bet- 
ing forprifed at the beauty of the picture, itood illent a 
long time : ^t lail; lifting up his tyes, with an air which 
telHfied his gridF, I believe, madafki> faid he> that he 
whom I lee is deilinedfor Zayde : He is worthy of her 
by his beauty ; but he ihall never poifefs her, and I will 

Vol. I. I have 
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have his life fooner than he (hall pretend to take her from 
me. — If you andtrtake, Vknf^cred Felimia, to fight ail 

.who may refemble this pidure,^ you may fight a giseat 

.many without meeting with him, whofe it is, — I illali 
not be fo happy, faid Alamir, as have a chance to be 
miilaken ; the beauty of it is fo great and fo particular, 

.that there are very few who can be like it. But, added 
he, thefe agreeable fisatures may conceal a temper 
fo ofFenfive, and manners fo oppofite to thofe which 
will be pleaiing to Zayde, that as handibme as this 

.pretended rival is, perhaps Zayde may not love him ; 
and as much ai (ht and fortune, and Zulema may 
be difpofed to favour him, if h« docs not touch her 
heart, I (hall not Be altogether miferable. I fhali be 

AeCs defperate to fee her in the arms of a man (he does 
not love, than to fee her love another (he can neycr 
po(refs. In the mean time, madam ^ continued he, 
though this pidure has made an imprefiion on my miad, 
which will not be eafily effaced, I conjure you to leave 
it with me a litde, that I may confider it at kifure, and 
imprint the idea of it more flrongly upon my memory. 
Felima was fo troubled to fee that what (he had faid 
could 4iot leflen Alamir's hopes, that (he let him take 

. the pidure with him : and he reilored it in a few days, 
as defirous as he was to keep it from Zayde's fight for 
ever. 

After fome (lay in Alexandria, the wind came fair 

.for failing. Alamir received news from his lather, 

. which obliged him to return to Tarfus ; but as he.be- 

. lieved he (hould not have occafioh to tarry there many 
days, he told Zulema he (hould be at Tunis *almoft as 

.£x>n as he. 

Alamir went to Tarfus, and Zulema and Ofmin failed 
in different (hips to Tunis ; Zayde and Felima did not - 
care to feparate, but went both on board Zulema's 
vefiel. After fome days failing a terrible ftorm arofe^ 
anid fcattered all the (hips : that in which Zayde was 
loft the main-^maft, and Zulema thought there w.i$ no 

hope« 
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ikipe. As he knew they were near land, he refoired n» 
throw him(elf into the boat ; he made his wife and 
daaghter and Feiima ^t into it, and took with hiia 
udial was of moft value ; but as he was juft going to get 
lioWn to it himieif, a guftof wind broke the rope. Which, 
held it- to ^e fltip, and the boat was beat to pieces by the 
'waves. Zayde was cad upon the coail of Catalonia halT 
liead ; and Feiima, who was fupported upon a plank, waa 
<iriveil upon the ^une fhore, after havit«g feen the pria<^ 
cefs Alafinthaperiih. When Zayde came to her (enles^ 
ihe was aflonifhed to find herfelf among perfbns fhe did 
tMt know, and whofe language fhe did not underftand^ 
^ T wot Spaniards,' who lived near the coaft, had found 
.her in a fwoon, and carried her home ; the fiihermen 
did the fame by Felima» Zayde was overjoy'd to fee 
iter again, but was extremely grieved when Ihe ac- 
quainted her with the death of the princefs her mother^ 
After (he had ihed a flood of tears at her lofs, fhe thought 
of leaving the place where flie was, and made iigns that 
ihe defiled to go to Tunis, where fhe hoped to find Ofmia 
and BelleHia. 

As fhe looked at the youngefl of the Spaniards, who 
was called Theodoric, fhe perceived he refembled the 
-pi£kare fhe wasfo fond of. Thisrefemblance furprifed 
-hel*, and made her look at him with greater attention. 
She fearched along the beach for the cafe, in which the 
.flGtwre was, and which fhe believed fhe had= taken with 
Jier in the boat. Her labour wasi^ vain, afM fhe was 
very m«ch fretted that fhe could not find it. In a few 
days Theodoric feemed to have a paflion for her ; and 
though fhe could not judge of it by his words, he had 
fuch an air in his adions as made her fufpe^ it ; and 
this infpicion did not difpleafe her. 

Some time after, fhe fancied ihe was-miftaken; fhe 
faw him melancholic without having given him any 
caafe for it, and he often left her to go and mnfe by 
-hirafelf ; by which fhe imagined he had fome other lOve 
which rendered -him unhappy. This gave her an un^ 
4 2 cafinefs. 
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difincA, which made her as melandtdic as Theodorii 
j^ppeared to be. Though Feliiaa was ba£ed eaough 
Wfiih dioaghts of her own, ihe kaew love too well not ite 
perceive diat which Theodoric had for Zayde, and Ihe 
inclinatsoa Zaydc had for him. She. often fpaka to, her 
of it, and as immlliiig as ihe was to own it, (ke could 
not avoid coofeffing it to Felinuu .5 

It is true, faid lhe» I have ientinients for Theodoric 
«trhich I cannot contreid ; bat> Felima, is not he the per* 
ion Albiunazar fpoke of to me ? and was not the pidm 
we had, drawn for him ? There is no appearance of k, 
^mfwend Felima ; Theodoric's fortime and comtty have 
no relataon to Albumazar's words« Confider, madam, 
you never beHevedthis prediction before, and are goin^ 
to believe it, by imagining Theodoric may be he who 
is deftined for yon, and judge by that ^hat are the 
fentiments . you have for hini. I never took Albu*- 
mazar's iayings, replied Zayde, for a true prophecy 'till 
>now ; but £nce I have feen Theodoric, I own they bc^ 
.{^n to make an impreffion upon my . mind. There k 
fomething extraordinary, I think, in finding a man who 
reiembles that piduiic, and in feeling one's felThave an 
inclination for him. I am furprifed when I refied that 
Albumazar forbad me to let my heart be engaged ; he 
fcems to have forefccn the fentiments I have for The- 
cdoiic ; and his perfon pleafes me fo much, that if I am 
dellined for another who is like him, that which ought 
tobethehappinefawill be the misfortune of my Kfr, 
There is no way, continued ihe, to avoid this misfortime^ 
but to leave a place where I am in fo mucb danger, and 
where decency itfelf does not allow us to remain. — We 
havc.it not in our power to leav« it, anfwered Felimik, 
we are in a ftrange cauntry, where our language Is not 
' underfiood . We m rifl wait for Ihipping, and remember, 
that as concerned as you are to leave Theodoric, yon 
will not ea£ly eiiace the i^preifion he Jbuu made in jour 
h€art. 

A few days after this con verfation, .Zayde £av The* 
^oricat a diftancc looking yory attentively upon fom&- 

thini; 
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t&uigt hthaii in his hsuoyds. Jealoufy madier het^ imagine 
it-ivas' a pidure^ She refbived to know, and approached 
kua as filemly as poifible ; this could not be. done fo 
qmctlj, but he heard a nolfe, and looking behind himy 
eonceakd that which was in his hand^ {o^ that fht otklf 
far ibme jewels glitter. She made no dnubt that it was 
a4xidiice-ca£e> and though (he had fondled it before, 
the certainty ifae believed there was of it no«r, §0 tioublei 
ker, that fhe: could set hideher gudeC noiriook at The« 
edoric. She was pierced to the heart at having io lirong 
an inclination fbf a man wha was %hing *aftet another. 
By chance, Thcodoric dropped the thing lie had con- 
veyed oat of fight,; and Aie iaw it was a. buckle of di« 
xaonds which, was: faftened to a bracelet of her hair^ 
wduch file had. lofb .fonse daysr ago« Her joy at being 
mt&aken, would not fujler her to fiiew any angef ; ihe^ 
took the bracelet, and gave Theodoric back the jewels^ 
who immediately threw them into the iea, to let her 
uderftand, that he defpifed them when they were di- 
vided froan her hair. This adtion convinced Zayde of 
the love iEind magnificence of the Spaniard, and had no? 
Kttie effe& apen.her heaxt.. 

Afterwards, he in&imed her by means of a pidore^ 
where he ,had caufed a beautiinl woman to be dsawn 
weeping over a dead man, that he believed her negle^ 
of him proceeded from the affection ihe had for another^ 
man whom ihe lamented. This was a fenfible grief ii> 
Zayde, to fee that Theodoric thought ihe loved another 5 
ihe.in a manner doubted of his love no longer, and loved 
him with a teadernefs ^hich ihe did not endeavour tgc 
OYorcome. 

The: time for her departtire drew near; and being- ar 
a lofs how to leave him without letting him know that 
flic loved him, flie told Felima fhe was refolvcd.to-put 
her whole mind into writing, and not to give him. the 
psper till^ the moment when fhe embarked*. I will not: 
api»ife him, added Ihe, of the inclination I have for 
Um,. 'till I am.certain not to fee him again* It will be: 
Jl% acoiw 
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a confoktion to xne^ tha^he will know I thoiight <m]y 
of hiitt> when he imagined I was oiilyxalling another 
to mind. There will be an infinite pleafure iii explain- 
ing to him all my actions, and in telling him without 
referve how well I have loved him. I ihall have this 
pleafore without being wanting to my dnty: he does not 
know who Fam"; he will fee me no more ; and what 
£gnifies his knowing he has touched the heart of the 
'ftranger whom he faved from fhipfwreck f You have for- 
got, faid Felima, that Theodoric does not onderftand 
your language; fiy that what you write wtU be ofekis 
to him. — Ah ! Fe1ima» -replied Zayde^ if he hias a 
paflton for me, he will find means at lail to interpret 
-what I write ; if he has not, I ihall have the com^Mt 
that he does not know I love him. I am fefolved «ll« 
to leave him with the letter the bracelet of my haiiv 
which I took from him To cruelly, and which he dder^nas: 
but too well. 

The next day Zayde began to write what (he defigaed 
to impart to Theodoric : he farprifed her as fhe was 
writing, and (he perceived the letter gave him jealoi^y. 
If fhe had followed the emotions of her heart, ihe hiid 
immediately made him' (eplfible that (he was writing onty 
to himfelf ; but her prudence, and the little knowledge 
flic had of his quality and fortune, obliged her not to 
do any thing which he might conflrue as an engagement, 
and to conceal from him that which ihe wiihed him to 
know when he Ihoold fee her no more. 

A little before ihe was to depart^ Thedoricleft her, 
and gave' her to underitand he. would come back again 
the next day. The day following ihe went to take a 
walk with Fclima upon thefea-ihore, not without being 
impatient for Theodoric's return . This impatience madr 
her more thoughtful than ordinary ; fo that irang a iloop 
approach the ihore, inflead of being curious to know 
who were in . it, ihe turned lur iteps another way ; but 
was much furprifcd when ihe heard herielf called, and 
knew it was. the voice of the prince her fiither. She 
j'an towards him with a grea|( deal of joy ; and he was 

u 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



Faut U; 2r a Y D. E-: . ' ^7^ 

as much tranfported in meeting her* 'After fhe had in«- 
fbrmed him how fhe had efcaped the wreck, he told her 
in few words that his ihip was ilranded on the coaft of 
France, from whence he had not been able to get away 
'till within a few days, and that he was come to Tarra- 
gona to wait for the Ihips that were to fail for Africk. 
In the mean time he had determined to traverfetlic coaft 
where Alaiintha, Felima, and fhe had been fhipwrecked, 
to fee i£ by chance fbmc one of them might not have. 
heen.faved. At the name of Alafintha, Zayde could 
not forbear crying; her tears gave.Zulema to urid;!rllarid 
the lofs he had faftained ; and after having employed 
feme time in bewailing it, he commanded thcfe youn^j 
pctncefles to go on board his floop in order to go with 
ium >e^Tarragona. Zayde was very much embarrafTed 
hovjf' to perfuade her father not to take her away that 
mc^ment ; fhe told him the obligations Ihe. had to tl.c 
Spaniards who had entertained her in their houie, in 
order to get him to confent that fhe might firft bid them 
adieu ; bvit whatever reafona fhe was able to ufe, lie 
thought it was not proper to venture her in the power of 
the Spsmiards again, and made hefr go on board in fplte 
of all her reMancc. She was fo touchedwith the opinion 
Theodofic would have of her ingratitude in leaving him ; 
or, to fpeak more juflly, Ihe was fo touchedwith leaving 
him without hope of feeing her again, that not being able 
to command h^ grief, fhe was ^rced td fay fhe was ill. 
The only comfort fhe -had in her alftidion was, to fee 
her Either bad faved from the wreck the pidure fhe had 
{q xqach fancied, and which proved to be that ef her 
lover* But this confoladon was not ftrong enough to 
enable her to bear Thcodoric's abfence ; fhe could not 
fupport it, and fell dangeroufly ill, and Zulema was in 
fear a long time of feeing his lovely daughter die in tiie 
early bloom of her youth and beauty. At length her 
life was out of hazard ; but fhe was too weak to bear 
yet a- while the fatigue of the fea. She applied herfelf 
nrholly to learn the Spanifh tongue j and as fhe had in- 
1 4 terprctcrs. 
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terpreters^ and fawr none but Spaniards^ fhe eaiily lenaed* 
it during the winter fhe ftayed in Catalonia^ She wooki 
needs have Felima underftand it alfo^ and took pleafore 
in rpeaking no other language; 

In the mean time the laxge veiTels failed from Tarra- 
gona for Africk ; and though Zulema was ignorant of 
i^hat had befallen Ofmin, when the tempeft feparated 
them^ he had wrote to inform him of bis wreck, and 
other reafons which detained him in Catalonia. Th^ 
fhips were returned from Africk before . Z.ayde had re* 
covered her healthy Ofmin fent woid to the prince, 
his brother^ that he was happily arrived at home, and- 
found the caliph was ftiU in the deiign of keeping thett 
at a diilance $ and tlmt Abderame^ king of. Cordo«a>. 
having fent to him for, genends, he had ^lypointedithMl' 
to go to Spain, and hftd dijfpatchcd orders^ to the lao^- 
accordingly K Z ulf ma readily judged it would be danger-' 
cus not to obey the caliph ; he refolved to take a bri- 
gantine to fail diredtly to Valentiaand join the king, atut 
as foon as the princefs his daughter was better, he coit- 
ve^'ed her to Tortofa. He ftay'd there feveral day* to^ 
give her fiMne repofe, but fhe was far from fiading it* 
Whilefhc lay ill, and iince fhe began, to mend, adeire 
Vo let Theodoric hear of her, and the di&oky of doaig 
it, had kept her very uneafy. She could not forgive 
herfelf, that the day (he came away fhe had the letter flie 
writ for him about her, and had not left it in a phBce 
where it might have happened to fall into his hands. 
The evening of her departure from Tortofa, fhe could 
3fiot rcfift her impatience to fend it him ; fhe tmfted it to 
one of Zulema's fquires, and made him apprehead the 
place where Theodoric dwelt, by naming the port v^hick 
V/as near it. ^ She enjoined him not to tell who had given 
him the letter, and to take care' that nobody followed 
him, and that he -was not diicovered. Though fhe had 
no hope of feeing Theodoric, fhe felt a frcfh grief sa 
leaving the country where he lived, and fpfcnt part of the 
^ight in the fine gardens, of ths hoiUe where die lodged* 

in 
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b Iwnentiag heyfelf with Felima^ The next, day aa fhee 
was ready to emjbark, the meffenger, who had fet out. 
before ikc break of day, came back>. and told hep. He had; 
been at the place ihe defcribed, and heard Theodoria 
went thence the day before, and would not return. 
Zayde was fadly a£Feded with tjiis unhappy accident^. 
wbkh deprived her of the only confolation fhe had ibught. 
aftor» s^nd her lover of thex^nly favour fhe had everdone* 
him. She went on board with the utinoil ibrrow, and. 
a^lved at Cordova in a few daya., Oiinin and Belenia.: 
waited for her there, and the prince of Tarfuswas there 
{^fo i be hM heard ihe wa$ in 6pain» and made ufe of 
^ pretence of the war to go in fearch of her. Eelima,. 
lipoii the fight of Alamir, did not find that abfence hadi 
^xtinguiihed her pafiion ; Alamir perceived his was in- 
«xeafed by the feverities of Zayde^^ and Xayde. perceivedi 
h»r averfion for him was doubled*. 

The king of Cordova put into Zulema- s Hand^ the- 
gener^d command of his troops, with the government of 
Talavera, and that of Oropeze he gave to Ofmin.. Not 
long after, both thofe princes had an occasion o£ com^ 
plaint againfl Abderame, and nob being willing' to let 
their refentments appear, they retired to their govern- 
fiients under colour of \iewing the fortificadDns.. Ala- 
mir followed Zulema in order to be near Zayde, but 
the war fbon called hiin back to Abderame.. I fet out at 
the fame time to look after Gonialvo ; I was taken. 
prifoner by the Arabians, and was carried to Talavera;. 
Belenia and Felinia.went to Orogeze,, and Zayde refu- 
sed to leave the prince her father.. 

. After Gx>nfalv& had taken Talaveia, and while the- 
tail truce was propofed, Alamir informed Zulema he de- 
figned to imprx>ve the opportunity of ther truce to make 
Him a vifit, an4 U^at he would take Qrop€3e in hijtway. 
2^ayde hcawring this from her father. Wrote FeJiraa wo;d 
ihe had fbuad Theodoric, and vv^uld by no means have 
him think it was the jirinceof Tarfu3,whonvhe fufpefted 
fbc lameut^d a^, Alphohfo's, and thercfbxe £^ dc^redi 
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flie would froin her forbid that prince to come toTlda- 
>*era. 

Felima had no reluflance to deliver this injun^on to 
Alamir. The next day aftisr the truce, Belenia, who was 
indifpofed, was willing to ufe the liberty the* allowed 
her of going out of the town, and went to take the air 
in a large wood not far off. As fhe was walking there 
with Ofmin and Felima, they met the prince of Tarfus, 
and werie overjoyed to ftehim; and having talked- to- 
gether a long time, FeHma found means to ipeak with 
him apart. 

I am very forry, faidfhe, I im to acquaint you ^rii 
a thing which will prevent the journey you intended; but 
Zayde defires you will not go to Talavera, and defires 
it in fuch a manner as amountis to a command. ---By 
what an «xccfs of cruelty, ^crled Alamir, would Zayde 
take from me the only joy her feverity had left me, 
which is to fee her? — ^I belief, fafd Felima, flie is 
willing to put an en^ to the pafiion yon exprefs fbirher. 
Yen know her averfion to marry a man of your religion^ 
rmd that 3he has ground alfo to believe fhe is not deftined 
for you, and that Zulema has altered his mind. — Aft 
chefe oWlacIcs, -replied Alamir, will not alter mine, i» 
more than the continuance of Zayde*8 uhkindnefs ; suitl 
notwithftanding a deftlny, and the manner in which ffe 
treats me, I will never abandon the iiopc of being loved 
l>y her. Felima ivas more thaA 6rdinaialy moved « 
the obftinacyof Alamir'ift pkffiw; 4nd argwtd witirtSi 
againftitfora longtime tipori^heYcafen* &eii«Ftolbp^ 
f)refs it ; int feeing all; fee T)ffefed was jnelfedliial/ ftfe 
Tell into a ^age, arid^biifei not at the'ittft heat command • 
hcrfelf; If the deCTfees'^f tteavert, said ZzydeS fe¥|N 
Hiies, iU4 ilhe, do not Mike'^oifctttftrtoliope, 1 knc^ 
t*>t what w2f.---1rBi8, ktilK^^ to fee Act 

aildthta' htftto^ched her"l»<afc---Then yon \^ hapt lib 
Tfain|;a', retMi^cd1?elffi)fa; teeit is a man who has the 
■feppinefe td jfileife '^^ lovet her refco- 

niendyi-^i1VWW4ti|i^^a1^ 

' ' -^jpani«i4t 
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* Spaniard^ answered ihe» who refembles the pidlure you 
have feen ; he is not probably the perfon it was drawn 
for, and whom Albumazar mentioned ; but as you are 
afraid only of one who is able to pleafe Zayde, and not 
of one who is to marry .her, it is Aifficient to tell you, 
that Zayde loves him, and that i( is her fear to give him 
jealoufy, which makes her refiife tp fee you.— What you 
iay, replied Alamir, is impoflible ; Zayde's heart is not 
fo eafily touched. If any one had really touched it, 
you would not have told me ; Zayde would have engag- 
«4 you to fecrecy, and you have no reafons which could 
have obliged you to reyeal it to me. — I have too many, 
faid Felima, hmried away by her paffion, andyoa — — 
. She was ^oing to proceed, but .recolleded herielf in an 
4<iilant.: ihe reJlecled with amazement on all (he had 
/aid ; ihe was troubled, and was fenfible of it, ^d thi s 
iocreafed her confuiipn ; fhe ftood fpecchlefs for a while, 
and like one difbaded; at laft Ihe call her eyes upon 
Alamir^ and fancying Ihe perceived by hisi he had dif- 
.covered part of the truth, fhe exerted all her power, 
and putting on a countenance which ftiev/ed more tran- 
quility, than (he had within. You are right, fail flie, to 
Xelieve that if Zayde loved. any one, I would not tell it 
you ; I only meant to frighten you. It is true, wc.have 
met' with a Spaniard who h.in love with Zayde, and is 
like the |u^re, and yoji hav^ convinced me it was a 
fyult in me to let you. know it, and I am exceedingly 
iiQCted left Zayde iliould take it amifs. 
.. There was fi^mething^fo natural in what FeUma (aid, 
that ihe imagined her words had in ibme meafore pro- 
,4i»ced theeffe«aJhe wiihedj y«t her cmbarraflinent had 
been fo great, and what Qat ha4 ,£u<i was Co remarkabl^^ 
jthat there was nothing but the trouble fl|e iaw Alainir 
•was in, to encourage. Ker tp hope Ji^ had not found out 
.her (entixnents. Ofmin came op this mojnent and broke 
-x)^ their converfatii)n ; and Feluna not being able to re- 
'Ania her fighs and tears, went into the wood to hii^^her 
^rrow, ai\d relieve hcrfclf by rclapng it to one in whbin 
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ihe had zn entire confijeiice. The pn&teft her moth^ 
lent to her to return ; <he did not d^e to lift her eyes 
upon Alamir, led ibe' ihouid fee in him too great ii 
grief at what ihe had told him of Zayde> and too muck 
knowledge of what ihe had mentioned about her^lfc 
ihe obierved> however, he took the road to the camp^ 
und it was fome joy to her to think he did not go^ td 
vifit Zayde. 

Here the king could not forbear intennptiiig Don 
Oimond. — I no longer wonder, faid he to Gonialvo, att 
the fadnefs you found Alamir ui, when you-metlnni 
after he had parted from Felima. What flie had illid m 
him, made him know you, and now I underfland hn 
words to you at drawing his fword, which you thooght 
fo obfcuiie, and which gave me fo much cunofiiy* Oow^ 
falvd anfwered the king only with his eyes, and Doft 
Oimond thus purfued his difcourfe. 

It is eafy to judge in what a condition FeHma paflM 
the night, and with what variety of forrowher heart waa 
divided. She confidered ihe had betray'd 2^ydc, as4 
was afraid ihe had thrown Alamir into defpair ; and ift 
^iteof her jealoufy ihe was grieved ihe had made hiai. 
fomiferable* She.wifhed, notwithilanding, tohaTehiiBr 
know Zayde'i inclination was placed on another, and 
leared (he had too well removed, the opinion ihe had&rft 
given him of it ; and above all, ihe was apprehei^ve flic 
iiad difcovered her own paiiion for him. The next 
day a new diilrefs effaced all the former; ihe hes^dof 
•Alamir's duel with Gonfalvo, and was overwhekned 
with fear of loiing him. She Tent every day to the oaftle 
-where he was, to enqttirft after him; and when ihe be^ 
'gan to have fome hope of his recovery, fiie imdei^ood 
the king had jappointed his' execution, in revenge of the 
death of the prince of Galicra. You have feen the letter 
£ic wrote to me fome days ago, to get me tp try to fave 
him ; I hate informed her of what Gonfalvo did at her 
retjueft ; and have nothing more to add, but that I never 
faw intht fame per fen fo mucli love, fo much ienfc, and 
•(6 much forrow.,^ 

Doo 
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' Don Olmond keie ftniihed his iloiy ; > and while it 
lafledy Gonfalvo felt that whieh cainidt be eotprefied^. 
To underftand that Zayde loved him, and to find marin 
of tenderhefs in every thing whieh he had conilrued as 
a token of indilfoence, was fuch an excefs of happiiiefi 
as pat him befide htmfelf, and made him talte in one 
moment all the i^eafures which other lovers enjoy by in^ 
termption, and at feveral times. 

ThecertaiAty of being loved^ infpired him witii fb 
earndt a defire to fee Zayde, that he begged the king 
wottld give him leave to go to Talavera. Don Garcia 
^adly afiented, and Gonfalvd fet forward, in expeda- 
tton €f having, from thebeant^l eyes of Zayde, a con* 
"htmadon of ail he had heard from Don Olmond. Wheh 
heiiirived, he andeHbod that Zalema was ill; Zayde 
mi0t him at the entrance of the apartment of the prinde 
lier father, and acifoainted him how concerned he was 
^t not being in a condition t6 fee him. Gonfalvo was 
IbfufprUedand entranced at her charms, diat he flood 
ftiil, and could <not forbear fhewing his aitonifhmen^. 
She obferved it, and bloihed ; and was in a modell con- 
liificm which brightened all' her graces. He led her 
iu>me> and fpoke to her of his love with lefs fear than 
Ilk their firfl converfation ; but as he perceived Ihe 
asfwered him with a prudence and referve which would 
have concealed the ientiments of her (6xd, if he had not 
learned them by Den Olmond, he refolved to Ifet h^r 
Jknow he was partly apprifed of them. 

Will you never explain to me, madam, faid he, tte 
.je&fbn i^ich made you wilh I could be the perfon I re- 
femble ? — Don't you know, anfwcred Ihe, it is a fecret 
not in my power to tell you ? — Is it poffible, replied 
Gonfalvo, looking upon her, that the paiTion I have for 
you, and the obftacles which you are fcnfible withftand 
my happinefs, do not make you pity me enough to let 
me fee yon are deftrous at leaft that my d^ftiny were 
fortunate ? It is only a mere wifh for my repofcAvhich 
yoH conceal bom mh« A^ I madam« is this ioo much 
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tor A man wl^ ^^s adored you from the UrSt mDment he 
faw yoo, to prefer him even by wiihes alone to fbme 
African whom you never faw ? 

Zayde was Co furprifed at Gonfalvo's diicourfe, th^t 
ihe could not anfwer. Do not be amassed, jgiadam, /aid 
he, fearing ihe fhonl(l accufe Felima of difcovering her 
fentiments^v be; not amazed, that I have happened i^ 
know what I have told yon : I overheard you in the gar* 
d^n the evening before you left Tortofa, and under- 
flood from yourfelf that which you have the enmity to 
conceal. — How, Gonfalvo ! cried Zayde, did you oi/5er* 
hear me in the garden at Tortofa ? You were near me 
then, and never (poke to me. — Ah ! madam, anfwcreii 
Gonfalvo, throwing himfelf on his knees, what a jcqr 
do you. give me by this reproach ! and what a charm is 
it to me to fee you forget my having overheard you, . ti> 
call to mind that I did not fpeak to yOu ! Do. not repents 
madam, added he, (feeing Ihe was troubled at having 
let the (entiments of her heart appear) do not repent 
of having given me fome joy, and fuller me ta believe 
that I am not altogether indiiferent to you. But ta 
juftify myfelf from the reproach you have caft on me» 
I muft acquaint you, that I overheard you at Tortoik 
without knowing it was you, and my imagination was ^ 
fo fnll of being feparate4 'from you by whole fea$, 
that though I heard your voice, as it was niglit and I 
did not fee you, and you fpoke the Spaniih tongue, I 
never fufpe^ed I was fo near you. I faw you the nttt 
day in a barge ; but though I faw you, and knew you> 
I was not in a condition to i^ak to you, for iksy whooi 
the king had fent to fearch after me, had me in their 
power. — Since you overheard me, aniwered Zayde, it 
. will bein vain to go to give my words another turn ; but 
I beg yon would aik no more, and that you wiU alloir 
me to leave you ; for I oimi that the ihame of what yon 
. heard without my knowledge, and of what I have told 
yeu without defigning it, puts me in fuch confn£on» 
^at if 1 hanre any intereft in yon, I conjure yon to la^ 

tire. 
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tire«-*-GonialVb was fo pleaded widi what had pafled, 
that he would not prefs hier to make a more open decla- 
ration of her thoughts. He left her, as ihe ddired> and 
jiBtttrned to the camp, full of the hope of inducing her 
very foon to change the refolation ihe had taken. . 

Don Garci^'s forces and the valour of Gonfalvd were 
become fo^ formidable, that the Moors agreed to all the 
afftides of peace, as readily as the king could wifh. 
The treaty was figned on either iide ; and as fome remote 
places were to be given up, it was Tcfolved that Don 
Garcia, fhould keep all the priibners who were in hia 
hands, for his fecurity, till the whole was executed. 
The king in the mean time choie to vifit the places he 
tad conquered, and went to Almaras, which had been 
yielded to him by the Moors. The queen, who loved 
her httiband pafiionately, had hardly ever left him fince 
the war began ; during d^efi^eof Talavera, ihe abode 
at a fmall diHance, and was detained there by rilight 
indifpofition ; but as ihe was to meet him very* foon; 
Gcmfalvo, who 'was impatient to fee Zayde, begged the 
king to order the queen to go to Talavera, under pre* 
tence of viewing the new conqueft, and to take with her 
ail the AraUan ladies who were prifoners. The queen 
knew how much her brother intereiled himfelf in Zayde, 
and was very wiiling, by ferving iiixn in that paffion, to 
miake hiniamends for the difappointment ihe had occa« 
fioned him with Nugna Bella. She went to Talavtt^> 
and the ladies were all very well pleaibd to fpend the time 
they were to ilay in Spaing with her« Zulema, who 
mas prifisoer at Talavera, could hardly agree to Zayde's 
lea»dng:him> and the rank he always held, gave him 
great uneafinefs to iee the princeis his daughter obliged 
tolbllow the queen, like the other women. However, 
ke confented, and Gonialvo had the joy to know he 
Aottld^ihortly behold that exquiiite beauty which had fo 
-ittflamed his heart. The day the queen arrived, the 
Jdn§ went out two leagues to meet her ; he found her 
«i horfeback with all the ladies of. her tram* As ibon 
..^ w as 
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as (bt was come near enough* (km pnhnttd Z^cydif, J4: 
kirn, wlioie diannt wiereaiigmetited by tbe canrfte had* 
taken to adorn herfelf, wMck wa5 owing perkapa to aJtc 
ambition of appearing in Gonialvo's eyes mth all kcr* 
loftre. The graces of her perfon, the agreeahleiiers o£ 
her wit, and her modefty forprifed. every one. She wa3 
treated as befitted a princefs .of her birth, merit .aadi 
beauty, and in a few days fhe hecamie the delight andi 
admiration of the court of Leon* Oonfalvo lodeed oiv- 
ker with tranfport, and the affinance of being loved 
made him forget all the obftades which oppofed his htp-^ 
pineis. If he had hnred hecmerely by feeing her beauty*. 
the knowledge of her wit and virtue iired him with' 
higher raptures. He ibught an opportunity of talking, 
with her in private, as ftudioufly as fhe avoided it. At: 
la^, meeting her one evening in the queen's cloiet, witl& 
hardly any company, he con|ured her fo ardendy, and 
with ia much refpe^t, to tell him the fentiments ihe had 
for him, that fhe could not refiife it. ' 

If it were poffible for me to conceal my mind £rmn. 
you, faid ihe, I would do it, as much, as I efteem youf 
and I would fpare myfelf the (hante of fhewing an kidi-» 
nation to a man, to whom I am not deilined. But fines 
you have,, in fpite of me, di£covered my thoughts, I an» 
willing to own them, and explain to you that which yoa- 
have known very coufufedly. She told him then all ho* 
had learned from Dvn Oimond of the predifBoa of AU 
hnmazar, and Zolema's sefolutions. You. fee, added 
file, that all I am able to do, is to lament you, and 
affli^ myfelf; and yon are too reafbnable to a& me not 
Co follow my father's will. — Allow me, madam, iaid he^ 
at kaH to believe, that if he were capable of altering 
his mind, you will not oppofe it. — I can't fyy^, whether 
1 ihould oppofe it, anfweied flie ; but I think I ought to 
do it, iince it concerns the haippinefs of my whole life. 
<— If you believe, madam, replied Gonialvo, the making' 
me haf^ wilt make yx)n miferable, you do r^kt to 
pedift. in the refolution yjou. have ombraced ; but I dmm 
^ . affirm^ 
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afomr^ if you Bave tfiolefentlinents far me^ ^th wllicfaK 
y^ permh me to flatter myfelf, tker^ k nothing which 
caft give you caiife to imagtneyoti caa be unhappy. 
Yoo deceive yoarfelf/ madam j when' you think you have' 
aiy good' will for me; and I deceived myfelf at Al- 
phi>n(o% when I imagined I faw in you^ a favourable 
di^fitionr towards me. — Speak no more, anfwered; 
Zayde, about what either of us had ground to believe 
wluiewe were in^thut fo^tnde; and do not make^ me; 
eaU to mind thofe things which afford me reafon to con^ 
tAttde, you were .then pofl<ffled with other forrows than- 
liio& which could ariie from me^. I have underft6od/ 
tiice I faw you at Tatavera, what it« was which obliged' 
you to leave the oQiirt ; and I doubt not' but you em-^ 
ployed all the time you were in my company, • in think«< 
ing on Nt^a' Bella. 

Gonfalvo was well enough pleafed that Zayde gav^ 
]iim an opportunity to fatisfy all her fcruples^ about hi# 
paffion. He informed her of the real conditioh his hearth 
WSB in, when he knew her firil, and of all he had faf^ 
fiered hy hot- underfUnding her language, and of his» 
whofer affi€tion. I was not altogether miftakeh, addedr 
bey when I fancied I had a rival, and have iince beea 
apprifed <^the prince of Tarfos's paffion foryou.— -^Itiat 
true, faid Zayde, Alamir has declared he loves me, ^nd' 
jttf father had refolved to give me to him before he faw 
di^ pidure, fo ftrongly is he perfuaded that my happi- 
ncfs depends upon my marrying him for whom that 
pidhire was drawn. Very well, madam, replied Gon*' 
falvo, you are refolved to confent to it, and yield youlr-^ 
felf to him whom I refemble. If you have in truth no^ 
averiion to me, you ought to believe, you will have 
none for him : thus, madam, the affurance I have that 
X do not difpleafe you, is a demonftration to mfe, that 
you will marry my rival without reludlancfe. This is af 
fort of misfortune no man befide myfelf ever felt, and it 
is unaccountable my condition does not provoke your 
plgr.— Do not complaift of me> f^dihe; complain of 
*: your 
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your being a Spaniard. Tkougk I were for you as mach 
M you can deiire, and though my father were not pre- 
pofleifed, our country would always be an invincible 
obAacle to your wiflies, and Zulema would never con- 
fent to my being yours.— At leSft permit me, madam* 
(aid Gonfalvo, to declare my mind to him. The diA 
like you have expreiTed of Akmir, ought to make him . 
lay down all expe^ation of marrying you to a perlbn of 
his religion ; perhaps alfo he is not fb devoted to AU- 
bumazar's words, as you imagine. In fhort, madam ». 
allow me to try every thing to compafs a happineis with- 
out which it isimpoilibje for me to live. — I conient to 
what you mention,. anfwered.Zayde, and would alio 
have yon believe that I am afraid .all your attempts will 

Gonfalvo waited dire£Uy on the king, to intreat him 
to affiH him in his de£gn to drover Zulema's fentimentSj 
and endeavour .to engage him in his favour. They re- 
iblved to give it in commiffion to Don 01mond;.who{e 
addrefs and friendihip for Gonfalvo -i^endered him more 
capable of fucceeding in it than any man. The king 
writ by, him to Zulema, and afked ?Zayde of him for 
Gonfalvo, in the fame manner as if he had a&ed her for 
himfelf. Don Olmond's journey and the king^s letter 
were to no purpofe. Zulema anfwered, that the king 
did him too much honour ; that his daughter was indeed 
in his hands, and he was able to difpofe of her ; but fay 
his confent ihe ihould never marry a man of a religion fo 
contrary to his own. This anfwer gave Gonialvo the 
ntmoft grief; as Zayde loved him, he would not let her 
know it, as much as it troubled him, left her being 
afliu-ed it was impofiible for her to be hb, m%ht alter 
the difpofition ihe had expreiTed toward him : he only 
told her, he did not defpair of gaining Zulema, and 
obtaining from him what he wiihed with fo much ardor. 

The princeis Belenia, Felima's mother, was taken ill 
atOropeze, and died foon after the .peace. Ofminwas 
fen t to Talavera with^ZuIema, tp Azy till the time came 

which 
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ii^kidi wa3 Gyted for releafing the prifoners/ and Felima 
was earned to court. She did not appear there in the 
perfedion of her charms ; for the indiipoiition of her 
nii^d fo aifedled her body« that it impaired her beauty. 
Bat it was. eafy to perceive, that the bad ftateofher 
health was the caufe of the change/ She was extremely 
furprifed t&6nd that Gonfalvo^ whom ihe did not think 
ihe knew, and whom ihe conld not hear named without 
anguifh, becauie of the condition into which he had 
brought the prince of Tarfus, was that Thcodoric ihe 
had feen at Mphonfo's, and whom Zayde admired. It 
inflamed her akidion to relied, that what fhehad told 
Alatnir in the wood at . Oropeze, had made him know 
iQ9n&tvo fo a«>taoccaiion their duel. 
. The prince Was carried to Almaras $ ihe had the Cont^ 
Sort of hearing. ftom him tv^ry day, and of giving vent 
to her forrow, which was imputed to the death of het 
mother. Alamir, whofe youth had prolonged his lifb 
for a time, was at kngth fo weak, that the phyiidans 
^eipaired of his life. Felilna was with Zayde and Gon« 
falvo, when news came that a gentleman of this un- 
happy prince deiired to fpeak with Zayde. She bluihed, 
and after a ihort coiifuiion fent for him in^ and aiked 
Mm aloud what the piince of Tarfus wanted. My 
mailer, madanr, faid he, is juil expiring, and begs the 
honour of feeing you before iicdiefi, and hopes the con* 
tliti<Mi he is in, will prevent your refuiing him this fa-^ 
vour. . Zayde was moved with his words, and fixrpr^ed, 
and could not presently make an anfwer ; when turning 
her eyes toward Gonfalvo, as if to aik him what he 
-would have her do, and obferving he was iilent, and 
concluding' by the air of his countenance, that he was 
againft her feeing Alamir, I am exceedingly forry, faid 
Ihe to the gentleman, that I cannot gratify your matter's 
defire. li'I thought my prefence could contribute to 
.his cure, I would viilt him gladly; but as I am per* 
fuaded it will iignify nothing, I befeech him not to take 
it ill that I do not fee himj and conjure you to aifure 
.. , him^ 
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him> I ans heartily grieined at his ci>n(iition. At thfe 
the mef&ngtfr withdrew^ and Felima ftood overwhelmed 
with a confternation^ whkh ihtf teitified only by het 
filence. Zayde ihared in her fadneis^ and alio: pitied 
the wretched fortone of the- poor prinoe pf 'Tarfbs; atid 
Gonfalvo was divided between his joy to fee the regard 
Zayde had to his fentiments, though he had not declared 
them in words, . and his grief in having deprived the- mi-* 
happy Alamir of the fight of her he To dearly loved. 

As the whole-company was > engaged with' fuch dif-A 
ferent thoughts, Alamir's gentleman came back and^ 
told Felima that his maimer deiired to fee her, and (ka 
had no momenta to lofe, if ihe wodd vouchfafe him 
that favour. Felima rofe up fM>iii'the jdaeo wheivf (lie 
Mrai fitting, and had- jaft life enough in her to walk*. 
She gave the gentleman her hand^ and went to A# 
prince of Tarfns, accompanied by her women. She (kt 
down by his bed-fide, and faying nothing, looked athifi 
without making the leafi motion. — I am vety ha^ppy^ 
madam, faid Alamir, that Zayde'^ example has not 
taught you the cruelty of denying- idc' the confblation of 
a vifit. This is the only fati$fa£(ion I can hope forj, 
iince I am deprived of that *w4iich I profun^d to deilre** 
I beg,- madam, you wiM be pieafed to tell Zayde, thst 
fhe has rightly judged me unworthy of the honour Zift-^ 
lema would have done me. My heart was burnt wit^ 
fuch various flames, and been depraved with fo Stian^ 
falfe paffions, that it did not deferve her regard. • But 
if an inconflancy, to which the fight of her immedi«^ 
ately put an end, may be repaired by a paffion whkk 
has made me p^rfedtly another man, and by an afFe^tionr 
which is attended with the greateft veneration, that eveF • 
was^ I believe, madam, J have atoned for all my former 
crimes. Affure her, 1 conjure you, that I die not fb 
much by the wounds I received by Gonfalvo, as by th« 
forrow of knowing ihe loves him. You told me the 
truth in the wood at Oropeze, when yoo informed ma 
that her heart wa» touched, t beUei^ it too well, 
> thoiigh- 
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thott£^ at firft I told yon I did not belieir^ it. I had j ixfk 
parted from yovt^ and was fall of the idea of that happy 
Spaniard, when I metGoofalvo. His refemblance of 
the pidure I had feen, apd what yon had then told me, 
&Bck me prefently, and I made no hefitation to con-* 
dude he was the pierfon you fpoke of. I gave him to 
vnderftand I was Alamir. He attacked me with the 
^ceaefs of one who knew I was his rival. I have un-> 
derilood £nce, that I was not miftaken in believing him 
to be the man who' had been fo fuccelsfal -as to pleafe 
^ayde^ he deferves her favour; and I envy him hi6 
h#f^in«rs, without thinldng him unworthy of it. I di^ 
^iTf fwhebned with my misfortunes, and do not murmur;; 
if I did, I (houU qom^ain jonly bfthe inhumanity of 
' Zaydein refuiing a iight of herieif to :a man^ whais 
gding to lofe heribr ever. 

It is eafy to in^agine witli what mortd forrow AIamir*« 
words wounded the heart of Felima ; twice or thrice ihe 
went ^o fpeak t9 him, and was hindered by her fobbings 
and her tears j at laft, iranfported by a tendernefs which 
ihe could not cofl(Wiatid> JBelieve sie, faid (he, with a 
xroice interrupted by iighs, if i had -been in Zayde'« 
place, no oth^ man would have beea prefia-red to the 
prince of Tariii&. JN^otwithftanding Jier grief, fhe was 
ieafihle of the force of thefe words, and turned her head 
away, to hide ^ abundance of her «teai^ and avoid 
Alamir's eyea. Ala^ madam^ jreplied fthe expiring 
prince, is it pofiible that what you intimate is true ! I 
«wn that the day J talked with you in the wood, I be- 
lieved part. c^ what yE prefume to believe at prefent ; but 
I was £o trottbkdtf and you had the ikill to put another 
fenie upon your words fo dexteroufly , that they made but 
.aHghtimpreffipn on me« Forgive me, madam, what I 
Idare tothink, and pardon my having been the caufe of 
^ mi^ortnne, which has been heavier to me than tb you. 
J did not deferve tobe happy; I ihould have been fo too 
inBck^if-*-^ • t • 

^ His 
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His weaknefs would not let him proceed ; he loft his 
fpeech> and turning his eyes toward Felima^ as if tb 
bid her adieu, he clofed them for ever, and expired al- 
moft in a moment. Felima's tears were ftopped, fhe 
was thunder-ftruck with forrow, and looked on Alamir 
as he expired with immoveable eyes. Her wothen fee- 
ing her keep fixed in the place where fhe fate, led her 
out of a room where there were only objects of death. 
. « She let them remove her, without pronouncing a word ; 
but when fhe came into her own chamber, the fight of 
Zayde enraged her grief, and gave her power to fpeak. 
You are fatis^ed^ madam! faid fh^with a f^ieble v<»ce; 
Alamir is dead. Alamir is dead f continued fhe, as if 
fhe were telling it to herfelf ; then I fhall nev^r feeliun 
more. I havtt loft for ever the hope of being loved by 
him. It is not in the power of love to make him like 
me: ihy eyes fhall meet his nd more : his p^cnce, 
which fweetened all my fufterings, is a blefling I cannot 
ezijoy again. Ah! madam > faid fhe to Zayde> is it 
poffibie any one fhould be able to pleafeyou, and diat 
Alamir did not do it ? What an inhumanity was yours ? 
Why did you not love him ? He adored you ; what was 
wanting in him to make him amiable ? — But you know, 
anfwered Zayde very gently, I fhould have encreaied 
your trouble, if I had loved him ; and that it was the 
thing you moft dreaded. , It is true, madam, replied 
fhe, it is xtrue, I was unwilling you fhould make him 
happy, but I did not deftre you fhould take away his 
life. Ah ! wherefore did I fo cautioufly conceal- my 
paflion from him ^ Perhaps he would have been touched 
by it ; perhaps it might have given fomc diverfion to 
the fatal love he had for you. ' What did I fear ? Why 
was I unwilling he fhould know that I adored him ? The 
only comfort which is left me, is, that he conjeAured 
fomething of it. Yet if he had known it, he would 
only have feigned to love me, and would have deceived 
me : and what if he had deceived me, as he did at the 
' beginning ? Thofe precious moments in which he af- 

fcftei 
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•feded to let me imagine he loved me, are ftill dear t9 
my memory. Is it ppffible, that after fo many evils as 
I have fuiferedy there ihould yet remain Aich fevere ones 
for nie to «ndare ? I hope at leaft my grief will be fo 
great, that I fhaB not have ftrength to bear it. 
. As (he was thus (peaking, Gonfalvo (hewed himfelf 

- at her chamber-door. He thought (he was in another 
room, and came to inquire in what condition (he had 
found Alamir. He ftepped back immediately, that he 

' might not enrage her forrow by his prcfence ; but he 

- was nor nimble enough to prevent her perceiving him ; 
Ihe (hrieked out (b piteoufly at the (ight of him, as would 

' have pierced the hardeii: heart. Dear madam, faid (he 
•to Zayde, take care I may not fee Gonfalvo. I cannot 
' bear to lookkupon ^ man from whofe hand Alamir has 

received his death, and who has deprived him of what 
. he valued beyond his life. 

The violence of her grief took away both her fpeech 

and underflanding ; and as her health was already ex- 

• tremely broken> (he was evidently in very great dangef*. 

• The king and queen hearing of herillnefs, came to fee 
her^ and procured her all the affiftance they could. 
After ihe had Iain in a kind of lethargy for five or (ix 

" hours, the force of medicines brought her to her fenfcs: 
but (he knew no objeft about her but Zayde, who wept 

• over her with the utmo(^ angui(h. Do not grieve for 
me, faid (he to h^r, with (b low a voice that (he could 
fcarcely be heard ; I (hould have been worthy of your 
friendihip no longer, for I could never have loved one 
who had caufed the death of Alamir. She could fpeak 
no more, but relapfed into her fits j and the ncfxt day, 
at the fame hour as (he faw the prince of Tarfus expire, 
fhe fini(hed a life which was made miferable by k)v»-. 

The death of two perfons of fuch extraordinary merit, 
- drew fuch compaffion, that the whole court of Leon was 

a(fli6ted. Zayde was overwhelmed ; (he loved Felima 
. tenderly, and the manner in which (he died, added to 

her ibrrow» Several 4^ys pafied, before the care and 
. . intrcaies 
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intreaties «f Gonfidvo were able to mDdei&te h&r grieft ^ 
at lait the fear of* going from ^pain, and Reaving Gon-- 
falvOy made her put ^me ilop to hertears, and gave h<r 
,a concern of another kind. The l^ng returned to Leon ; 
■and there was fo Ijittle wanting to the full execution^ 
thepeace^ that^ in all appearance, Zulema would very 
ihortly pafs over to Afric. However, he was not in a 
condition to travel ; he was dangeroufly ill at the .tinie 
4)f Felima's death, and they had concealed the hazanl 
.4>f his cafe irom Zayde, that ihe ^ught not be ^ppreflcd 
with too jnany difb*6ires vat once. Gonfdlvo was inex* 
jpreflibly uneafy, and coniidered nothing, but Low %o 
,bring Znlema to confent to liis happinefs, oriaduee 
;2ayde to x^ontinue in Spain with the queea^ fince de- 
cency did not permit her tq follow MJ^the^ > ^o feenTed 
j-efolved to make her change her religioa. Some dajfs 
after their arrival at Leon, Qonfalvo went one evening 
into the queen's cli^fct j Zayde WH3 lhere» but fo e»- 
.{[aged in looking upon a pi^ure of Xj^onfalvo, that fte 
'4lid not fee htm come in.. I may. well be dei^ed, mt« 
.)dam> faid, he, to be Jealous qf a pidnr e> fince I am fo 
of my own, and envy the ,a»:ention with which yoa~ 
•view it. — Your pidure! anfwei:!?d Zayde^ in the highcrft 
aHoniihment. — Yes, madam, replied Gonfalvo, my 
piduse ; I perceive you can fcarcely believe me, becanie 
of its beauty, b^tt t aflure you, this was painted for 
me. — GonfaIvo> faid ihe, was there npt another done 
for you like this? — Ah!. madam, cried be, wkh tke 
trouble which arjifes ^m uncertain joy, can I beliere 
that'^hich ya^ give me ground to imagine, and which 
I dare not prefume to mention to yon ? Yes, other 
piflures like this you look on, have been drawn for me ; 
but I dare not venture to believe what I. am fenfible yoa 
really think, and what I fhould myfeii have thought 
long fince, if I hadfuppofed niyfelf worthy <Jf the prt- 
di^on which wa^ made you, and if you had not always 
told me that the pifture I refembled was an African's* 
-—I judged fy, ^nfwered Zaydc» by the. habit, and 

Albumazar'a 
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Albumazar's words confirmed me in the opinion. Yoa' 
know how much I wiihed you could be the perfon yoii 
refembled ; but what amazes me is, that having wiflied 
it fo much, my prepofTeffion has hindered me from be- 
lieving it. I fpoke of it to Fclima, as foon as I faw you 
at' Alphonfo's : when I faw you again at Talavera, 
and. knew your birth, the fame thought revived in my 
mind, and I efteemed it merely as the elFed of my own 
wi/hes. But how difficult will it be, added flie, fighing, 
to perfuade my father of the truth of this '.-And how 
am I afraid that thofe predictions which have appeared 
true to him when he thought they belonged to a man of 
hi$ own religion, will feem falfe when they relate to a 
Spaniard I 

As ihe was fpeaking, the queen came into the cloiet; 
Gonfalvo imparted his joy to her, and ihe would not 
delay a moment to declare it to the king. She went to 
tell him this difcovery, and the king came the fame in- 
ftaot to know of Gonfalvo what remained to perfect his 
happinefs. After having confulted a long time in what 
manner Zulema might be gained, they refolved to fend 
for him to Leon. An exprefs was immediately dif- 
patched to Talavera, to acquaint him the king defired 
he would appear at court ; and as his health was perfectly 
recovered, he arrived there very foon. The king received 
hito with the greateft marks of efteem, and led him into 
his clofet. You have not been willing, faid he, to 
grant me Zayde, for the man whom I moft value 5 but 
I hope, you will not refufe her to him who Owns this 
picture, and to whom, I know, ihe is deftined by Al- 
bomazar's predidion. 

At thefe words, he Ihewed him the pifture of Gon- 
falvo, and prefented to him Gonfalvo himfelf, who was 
at a fmall diilance. Zulema looked upon one and the 
other, and feemed in a profound trance. The king 
theaght his iilence proceeded from his uncertainty. If 
you are not (iadsfied, faid he, by the likenefs, that this 
piftnre is Gonfalvo's, I will give you fe many other 
pioofs of it, that you ihall not be able to doubt it. 
The pidure which you have, and which is juft fuch an 

Vol. I. '^K one 
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one as this, muft have fallen into your hands/ (ince the 
battle which Nugnez Fernando, the father of Gonfalvo, 
lofl.againft the Moors. He had it done by an eminent 
painter, who had travelled over all the world, and 
.fancied the African habits made fuch an handfome ap- 
pegrance, that he dcew all his pidures in them. — It is 
trt^e, fir, .replied Zulema, I met with that pidure after 
th^ time you mention ; and by what you fay, and by the 
exad refemblance, I cannot doubt its being Gonfalvo's^ 
.but this is not what caufes my filence and amazen^ent. 
I admire the. decrees of Heaven, and the efFedts of its 
providence. I never had anypredidion made me; and 
the words of Albumazar, which I fee you have heard 
mentioned, have been taken by my daughter in another 
fenfe than they ought. But fince you have the good- 
nefs to intereft yourfelf in her fortune, fuiFer mc, fir, to 
.inform you of wlfet you ca.n know only by myfelf, and 
to acquaint you with the beginning of a life, the hap- 
pinefs of which at prefent depends upon you alone, 

Thejuft pretenfions of my father to the caliph's em- 
pire, occafioned him to be banilhed to Cyprus. I went 
thither with him ; and fell in love with Alafintha, and 
married her. She was a Chriftian, and I refolved to 
•en^brace her religion, which I eHeemed the only one 
which ought to be followed ; but the aullerity of it 
frightened me, and delayed the execution of my defign, 
J returned to Africk, where pleafures and diflblutene^ 
of manners fixed me more than ever in my own religion, 
and g^ve me a new averfion to the Chriftians, I forgot 
Al?iintha for feveral year§ ; but having a defire at laH 
to fee her again, and Zayde, whom I had left in her 
infancy, I refolved to go and look after her in Cyprus, 
in .order to make Zayde change her religion, and marry 
hex to the prince of Pez of the houfe of the Idris. He 
had heard of her, and had a paffion for her, and his 
father had . an intimate fricndlhip for me. The war in 
Cyprus obliged me to hailcn my defign. When I ar- 
rived, I found the prince of Tarfus in love with Zayde ; 
I thought him handfome, and did not doubt but (he 
liked him, and believed fhe would readily agree to marry 

him. 
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hrm^ I was not abfolately engaged to the pnticrof Fev. : 
Her mother being a Chriftiany I was afraid fiie.woald be < 
a Kiadranceof mymtentioa to make Zayde ckdngelnirt 
ieJigtaB^ I coniented therefore to Alamir^s * addre^ctt, . 
but was> gieatl3r forprifed at.the ayeriion fhe expctflfed ta ' 
nutrfor himf and while the fiegeof Famagufta laft«d; all ' 
tlss;} endeavours I ufed could not prevail on her to aoce|»e 
of him lor her hmiband. I' did aot care to andeptdce to 
conquei; anaverfion which feemed to be in-born, and re-* ' 
foXvcd to gi^e. her. to the prince of Fe^ as foon as we * 
were in Africk. He wrote to me after I was in Cyprus; * 
and I anderftood his mother was dead ; fo that there waa t 
nothing to delay the marriage. ^ We left Famagufta, and: ' 
landed at Alexandria^ where I found Albmnaaar, whom! * 
had known a long dme. He obferved that my daughter ^ 
looked with great attention and pleafore upon a pidnre, 
the fpllow of this before U5, The next day I was fpeak- 
ing to him of her averiion to Alamir, and the .refill ation 
I had to marry her to the prince of Fez, how muck / 
foever (he might be againft it. 

I fancy fhe has jio prejudice againft lus perfon, faid^ 
Albumazar ; the pifture (he feems fo pleafed with, is fo 
like that prince^ that 1 believe it was drawn for him. — I » 
-can. make no judgment of it, faid I, becaufc I have ne- 
ver feen him. It is not impoffible but it may be his ; 
but I don't know whom it was done for, and obtaiaddit 
-by accident. I wifh Zayde may fancy him, and though i 
ihe ihould not, I fhall not (hew her the fame com^" 
plaifance, as I did with refped to the prince of Tarfus* 

A few days after, my daughter begged Albumazar to 
inform her about her fortune. As he knew my in- 
tention, and believed that pidnre was the prince of 
Fez's, he told her, without any defign of making his 
words pafs for a prediction, that fhe wa^ denned for thei 
man. whofe pidlure fhe had feen. I pretended to believe ♦ 
that Albumazar fpoke by a particular knowledge of fu- 
turity, and have always feemed to Zayde to be of th*' 
fame opinion. " When I left Alexandria, Albumazar* 
afTured me I fhcoild not fucceed in my defign relating t j* 
Kz m/ 
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mf dai^hter ; yet I could not defpair of it. During my 
late illnefs, the thonght I once had of embracing the 
true religion came back fo ^ng upon my mind^ that 
It has been my whole application iince my recovery, 
to confirm myielf in that refolution. I freely own 
this pious intention was not fo firm as it ought to 
bave been ; but I refign myfelf to what Heaven has done 
in my favour ; which by the fame means as I employed 
to marry my daughter to a man of my religion, leads 
sne to marry her to one of her own. AJbumazar's words, 
which were (poken without defign, and concerning a 
fefemblance in which he was miflaken> have proved a 
real predidtion ; and this prediction is fulfilled by my 
daughter's happinefs in marrying a man who is the ad-« 
miration of his age. It only remains, fir, that I aik the 
grace of you to receive me into the number of your fub- 
jc£ts, and permit me taend my days in your kingdom. 

The king and Gonfalvo were fo furprifed and moved 
with Zulema's difcourfe, that they embraced him with- 
out faying any thing, not being able to find words to 
utter their thoughts. After they had exprefied their joy, 
they wondered for a long time at all the circumilances 
of fo ftrange an adventure. Gonfalvo^ however, was not 
{q much iii'rprifed that Albumazar was deceived by the 
refemblance of the, prince of Fez; feveral perfons, he 
knew, had committed the fame miftake ; and he in- 
formed Zulema that the mother of that prince was fitter 
to Nugnez Fernando, his father, who was taken prifoner 
in an irruption of the Moors, and carried into A^ck, 
where her beauty raifed her to be lawful wife to the 
prince of Fez. 

Zuleina wen^t to give his daughter an account of what 
had pafied ; and by the manner in which (he received 
the news, it was eafy to judge fhe was not infenfible of 
Gonfalvo's merit. A few days after, Zulema embraced 
the Chriftian religion publickly ; and the preparations 
were iiaftened for the nuptials, which were celebrated 
with all the gallantry of the Moors, and all the politenefs 
•f Spain. 

T H E E JN[ D. 
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CHARACTER of OROONOKO, 

AND 

ANECDOTES or its AUTHOR, 
BY THE EDITOR. 



THE ftory of Oroonoko has been long fo po- 
pular, that the Editor of this work could not 
be excufed from admitting it into the Collection. 
ItVas written by. Mrs. Aphra Behn^, and, as the 
writer of her life informs us, at the particular de- 
fire 'of King Charles the Second, who honoured 

her 



• Mr»« Aphra Behn, the Author of thi«, and feveral 
other writings, wai defcended from a refpcflfable family in 
Kent. Her father, whbfe name was John fon, having 4>eeii 
a great Royalift, and a near relation to Lord .WJll()iighJ)y, 
was by Charles the Second appointed Li^utenant-6cnferal 
of the forces at Surinam, and in the adjacent iflcs, then in 
pofleffion of the Englifli. 

The General took his daughter with him, who was then 
▼ery young ; he died on the pa/Tage, but the reft of his fa- 
mily arrived at Surinam. There Mrs. Behn became ac- 
quainted with Oroonoko, and from' him learned thofe cir- 
cumftances of his ftory which had pafled before hi« arrival 
there, and was herfelf a wituefs to the reft. 

In the early part of her life (he difcovered a ftrong incli- 
nation to Poetry, but applied herfelf alfo fo feduloufly to 
the ftudy of other fciences^ particularly that of politics, in 
K 4 ^^ui^u 
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her with his confidence and eftcem, •iStiC'dcdarcs 
herfelf a witnefs of the extraordinary tranfaftions 
fte relates, and from thence they have^cqaircd the 
authenticity of faSs. Yet I fhould hope, for the 
honour of human nature in general, and of our 
countrymen in particular, that the author has a 
good deal exaggerated the cruelties which fhe re- 
ports to have been exercifed upon the gallant Moor 
who is the fubjc6t of the piece. 

From the adventures of this unfortunate Prince 
we may deduce this humiliating refle£lion:That£u* 
Topeans, though enKghtened by Chriftianity, IfiSire, 
in this, and many other inftances, ftiewn lefs regard 
to the laws of truth and humanity, than the moft 
ignorant favages; whom we boldly traduce by 
(tiling them barbarians, at the fame time that we 
pradife their moft atrocious vices, and appear to be 
too frequently deficient in their natural virtues. 

Mr. Southern has founded a very afFeding Tra- 
gedy upon this ftory, in which he has ftroiigly U- 
iuibrnted the heroic virtues o( the noble Moor. 

which (he acquired fo much reputation, that after her te* 
turn to England, where flic married Mr. Behn, a Butch 
Merchant, King Charles was induced to employ her in 
, fome negotiation in Flanders, which required fenfeandad- 
dreie, and in which fhe aequitted herfelf to the iatisfadion 
of the Miriftry. 

Befides her poems, novels, and plays, (lie tranflated 
Fontenelle's Plurality of Worlds, and wrote acinticifm upoa 
it* She died iax 689* 
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I DO not pretend, in giving you the hiftbry of this: 
Royal Slave, to entertain my reader with the ad- 
ventures of 9 feigned hero, whofe life and fortunes- 
Fancy may manage at the Feet's pleafure; nor in relat- 
ing the truth, defign to adorn it with any incidents, bat 
fuch as arrived in earneft to him : and it Hiall' come 
Amply into the ^orld, recommended by its own proper 
merits, and natural intrigues ; there being enongh of re- 
ality to fupport it, and to render, it diverting^ without 
the addition of invention. 

I was myfelf an eye-witnefs to a great part of what* 
you will find Here fet down ; and what I could not be ' 
witnefsof, I received from the mouth of the chief adlor 
in this hiftory, the hero himfelf, who gave us the whole 
tranfa£iions of his youth : and I ihall omit, for brevity's 
fake, a thoufand little articles of his life, which, how* 
ever pleaiant to us^^ where hiftory was fcarce, and ad- 
ventures very rare, yet might prove tedious and heavy to 
my reader,, in a world where he finds diverfions.for every 
minute, new and ibange. But we who were perfedlly 
charmed with the character of this great man, were cu- 
rious to gather every circumflance of his life. . 

The fccne of the lafl part of his adventures lies in a 
CoWmy in America^ called Surinam, in the Weft-Indies. 
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' .!5at'bcforeI^Ive you the Hory of tl»g gallant Moor» 
?tis £t I tell you the manner of brioging flaves to thefe 
hew colonies ; Ihofc they make ufe of there, not being 
liativcs of the place : for thofe we live with in perfed| 
amity, without daring to command them ; but, on the 
contrary, carefs them wuhairthe brotherly and friend- 
ly afFedion in the work! ; trading with them for their 
iifh, veiiybn, buffaloes Hkinsj^ and Kttle rarities ;' as mar- 
mofets,' a fort of monkey, as big as a rat or weafel, but 
of a marvellous and deli«ate fhape, having a face and 
hands like a human creature ; and coufheries, a little 
btfaft in the form and fiihion of a lion, Sis bigas a killEon, 
but fo exadlly made in all parts like that noble beaft, 
that it is one in miniature : then for little paraketoes, 
j^reat parrots, mackaws, and a thoufand other birds 
arid beafls of wonderfui and furprizing forms, *fhap«9, 
and colours : for ikins of prodigious fnakes, of vehich 
there are fbme threefcore yards in length ; as is the (kin 
6f one that may be feen at his majefty's antiquary's ; 
where are alfo fome rare flics, of amazing forms and 
colours, prefented to them by myfelf ; fome ^s big as my 
Bfl, fome lefs ; and all of vatious excellencies, fuch as 
art clinnot imitate. Then we trade for feathers, - whith 
they order into all Ihapes, make themfelves little fliort 
habits of them, and glorious wreaths for their heads, 
Decks, arms and 4egs, whofe tinctures are inconceiv- 
able. • I had a fett of thefe prefented to me, and I gave 
them to the king's theatre ; it was the drefs of the Indian 
queen, infinitely admired by perfons of quality ; and was 
inimitable. Befides thefe, a thoofend Httle knacks, and 
rarities in nature; and ibme of art, as their ba&ets, 
weapons^ aprons, &c. We dealt with them with beads 
of all colours, knives, axes, pins aiid heedlds, which 
they ufed only as to6ls to driM' holes with in'their ears, 
irofei and lips, yvhtre they hang a gre^it ttOitty little 
things ; as long beads, Jbits of tin, brafs Or filver beat 
Jhin, and any (Rihing trinket. The beads they we4.Vt 
into ^^ns about a quarter of an cU long, .and of the 

fks» 
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Tame breadth ; working them very prettily in flowers of 
ieveral colours ; which apron they wear juft before them, 
'as Adam and Eve did the fig-leaves ; the men wearing 
a long ftripe of linen, which they deal with us for. They 
thread thefe beads alfo on long cotton -threads, and make 
girdles to tie their aprons to, which come twenty times, or 
more, about the waift, and then crofs, like a fhoulder- 
belt, both ways, and round their necks, arms and legs. 
This adornment, With their long black hair, and the 
face painted in little fpecks or flowers here and there, 
makes them a wonderful figure to behold. Some of 
the beauties, which indeed are finely Ihaped, as almoft 
all are, and who have pretty features, are charming 
and novel ; for they have all that is called beauty, ex- 
cept the colour, which is a reddiih yellow ; or after a 
new oiling, which they often ufe to themfelves, they 
are of the colour of a new brick, but fmooth, foft anl 
fleek. They are eictreme modeft and bafhful, very 
ihy, and nice of being touched. And though th.ey are 
-all thus naked, if one lives for ever among them, there 
is not to be feen an indecent aftion, or glance ; and 
being continually ufed to fee one another fo unadornM, 
*{o like "our firft parents before the Fall, it fecms as if 
i!hey had no Vviihcs, there being nothing to heigh £n 
curiofity. Not but I have feen a han^fopie youn^ Indian 
dyii>g for love of a vei-y beautiful yodng*Indian maid ; 
hnt all his courtftiip was, to fold his arms, purfue hf r 
"with'his eyes, ancl fighs were all his language : whi?e 
fhe, as if no fuch lover were prefcnt, or rather as if Ihe 
delired none fuch, carefully guarded her eyes from 
beholding him ; and never approached him, but ftie 
looked down with all the blaming modelly I have feen 
in the moft fevere and caatious of our world. And 
thefe people reprefented to me an abfolute idea of the 
firft ftate of innocence, before man knew fin : and 'tis 
moft evident and plain, that iimple Nature is the moft 
harmlefs, inofFenfive- and virtuous miftrefs. *Tis fhe 
alone/if fhe wi^e permitted, that bcttegr ioftruds t)x9 
K 6- worlds 
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world, than all the inventions of man : contrcveriial rc^ 
li^on would here but deflroy that tranquillity they 
pofTefs by ignorance ; and laws would but teach them 
to know oiFences, of which now they have no notion* 
They once made mourning and fafting for the death of 
the Englifh governor, who had givea his hand to come 
on fuch a day to them, and neither came nor fent ; be- 
lieving, when a man's word was paft, nothing bat 
death could or fhould prevent his keeping it: and 
when they faw he was not dead, they a£ced him whsbt 
name they had for a man who promifed a thing he did 
not do? The governor told them, fuch a man was a 
lyar, which was a word of infamy to a gentleman.. 
Then one of them replied, — Governor, you are a lyar^ 
and guilty of that infamy. 1'hey have a native jufiice^ 
which knows no fraud ; and they underftand no vice> 
or cunning, but what they are taught by the white 
men. They have plurality of wives ; * which, when 
they grow old, ferve thofe that fucceed them, who are 
young, but with a fervitude eafy and refpefied ; and 
nhlefs they take flaves in war, they have no other 
attendants. 

Thofe on that continent where I was, had no king j 
but the oldeft war-captain was obey'd with great re- 
£gnation. 

A war-captain is a man who has led them on to 
battle with conduft and faccefs ; of whcm I (hall have 
occalion to fpeak more hereafter, and of fome other of 
their cuftoms and manners, as they fell in my way* 

WJth thefe people, as I faid, we live in perfed 
tranquility, and good underftanding, as it behoves us 
to do ; they knowing all the places where to feek the 
beft food of the country, and the means of getting 
it ; and for very trifles, fupplying us with what it is 
abnoft impoflible for us to get: for they do not only in 
the wqods, and over the favana'sj^ in hunting, fupply 
the parts of hounds, by fwiftly fcouring through thofe 
wip^ikpn^iffi\Ae]^l9fie9> and by mere fpeed run down 
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tke. nimWeft deer, and other eatable beafls ; but in the 
water, one would think they were gods of the riverj, 
or fellow-citizens of the deep ; fo rare an art they have 
in fwimming, diving, and almoft living in water ; bfy 
tvhich they command the lefs fwift inhabitants of th^ 
floods. • And then for fhooting, what they cannot take 
or reach with their hands> they do with arrows 5 an4 
have fo admirable an aim, that they will fplit almoil aa 
hair, and at any diftance that an arrow can reack : 
they will ihoot down oranges, and other fruit, and only 
touch the ftalk with the dart's point, that they may not 
hurt the fruit. So that they being on all occ^iions very 
ttfeful to us, we find it abfolutely neceflary to carefs 
them as friends, and not to treat them as flaves ; npr 
dare we do otherwife, their numbers fo far furpafling 
oars in that continent. 

Thofe then whom we make ule of to work in our 
plantations of fugar, are negroes, or black-flaves, whpi 
are tranfported thither in this manner : 

Thofe who want flaves make a bargain withamaHei, 
or a captain of a (hip, and con trad to pay him fo much 
a-piece, a matter of twenty pounds a>head, for as many 
as he agrees for, and to pay for them when they Ihall 
be del vered on fuch a plantation : fo that when there 
arrives a fhip laden with flaves, they who have fo con- 
traded go aboard, and receive . their number by lotj: 
and perhaps in one lot that may be for ten, there may 
happen to be three or four men, the reft women aiid^ 
children. Or be there more or lefs of either fex, you 
are obliged to abide by your lot. 

Coramantin, a country of blacks fo called, was one. 
t)f thofe places in which they 'found the moft ad- 
vantageous trading for thefe flaves, and thither moft 
of our great traders in that merchandize traffick ; for 
that nation is very warlike and brave : and having « 
continual campaign, being always in Jioftility with one 
neighbouring prince 6rothfer, . they had the fortune ^ 
take a great many captives : for all they look in ^battle 
/n . ^ were 
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were fold as flaves ; at leaft thofe common men wht) 
could not ranfom themfelvesi 'Of thefe flaves fo 
taken, the gerteral only has all the profit ; and of thefe 
generals our captains and matters of ihips^buy all their 
freights. 

The king of Coramantin was a man of an hundred 
and odd years old, and had no fon, though he had many 
beautiful black wives : for ' moft certainly there are 
beauties that can charm of that colour. In his younger 
years he had had many gallant men to his fons, thirteen 
of whom died in battle, conquering when they fell ; and 
'he had only left* him for his fUceefTor, one grand-child, 
fon to one of thefe dead vigors, who, as foon as he 
could bear a bow in his hand, and a qiiiver at his back, 
was fent into the field, to be tf'ained up by one of the 
oldcft generals to war; where, from his natural incli- 
nation to arms, and the oci^aHons given him, with the 
good condudt of the old general, he became, at the age 
of. feventeen, one of the moft expert captains and 
braveft foldiers that evei- faw the field of Mars : fo that 
he was adpred^as the wonder of all that world, and the 
darling of the foldiers. Belides, he was addriled with 
a native beauty, fo tranfcendiiigall thofe of his gloomy 
race, , that he ftruck an awe and reverence, even into 
thofe that knew not his quality ; as he did into me, 
who beheld him with furprize and wonder, when after- 
Wards he arrived in our world. 

He had fcarce arrived at his feventeen th year, when, 
fighting by his fide, the general was killed. 

'Twas then that Oroonoko, which was his name, 
was proclaimed general in the old man's place : and it 
was at thetinifhing pf that war, which had continued 
for two yeats, chat the prince came to court, where he 
had hardly been a month together, from*the tinae of hii 
fifth year to that of feventeen : and *twas amazing to 
imagine where it was he learned fo muth humanity | 
or to give his accoxhplifhments a jufter name, where 
it was he got that fgalgreathlgfi^of fool, ihbfe refined 
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li^^tms t£ ' ti»ttc 'ho»eur, diat abfolutc generofity, 
*nd ^^tat^iefbiefs^ -that was capable of the higheft paf- 
fiofls W love and galantry, whofe objefts were almoft 
«e»eito«aHy'^^hting men, or thofe mangled or dead, 
who* heard no founds bat thofe of war and -groans. 
Some-part of it -we may attribute to the care of a 
ftwiHiman of wit and learning, who finding it turft 
fepa^ety good account to be a fort of royal tutor to this 
i^mig^ black, and'-perceiving him very ready, apt, and 
'ijttiik of • apprehcniion, "took -a great plea fure to teach 
him morals, language and fcience ; and was for it ex- 
ttemely beloved -and rained by him. Another reafoA 
was, he lored vHlien he came from war, to fee all th^ 
Ettglifh gentlemen that traded thither; and did not 
only learn their language, but that of the Spaniard 
■ife, with whom he traded afterwards- for Ikves. 

'I^iare often feen sftid tonverfed with this great man, 
and been a wltnefs to many of his mighty adlions-J 
and do aflure-my reader, themoft illuftrious Courts could 
ttot hare produced a braver perfbn, both forgrcatnefs of, 
courage- and mind, a judgment more folid, a wit mori 
qukk, -and a converfation more (weet and diverting. 
Hefeiew almoft as much as if he had read much : hb 
!iad- heard Of arid admired the Romans ; he had heard of 
Hie late civil wars in 'England, and the dejplorable death 
of our great monarch ; and would difcourfe of it with 
all the fcnfe and abhorrence of theinjuftice imaginable; 
He- had an extreme- good and graceful 'mien, ' and all the 
civility of a well-bred great man. He had nothing of 
barbarity in his nature, but in all points addreffed him- 
felf as if his education had been in fome European court; 
This great and jnft charafter of Oroonoko gave me 
an extreme euriofity to fee him, efpecially when I knew 
fcefpoke^French andEngiifli, and that I could talk with 
liim. But though I had he^d fo much of him, I w^is 
as greatiy ^rprifed when I iaw Mm, -as if I had heard 
nothing of him- ; ^ beyond all report I found him . He 
came into the room^ M(d addrcfibdim|a£^f'to^e,'and 
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I Digitized by ViOO^lC 



€d8 O R O ON O K O: prr 

feme other women, with the beid: grace iir the woiidv 
He was pretty tall, but of a ihape the moft exa£b that 
can be fancied : the moil famous ftatuary could not fbm 
the figure of a man more admirably turned Grotahtwt 
to foG^. His face was not of that brown nifty black 
which moft of that nation are, but a perfeA ebony; 
or pdiflied jet. His eyes were the moil awefol that 
could be feen, and very piercing ; the white of then 
being like fhow, as were his teeth. His nofe was ri&ig. 
and Roman, inftead of African and fiat : his mouth the 
fineft ihaped that could be feen ; far from thofe great 
turned lips, which are £0 natural to the reft of the ne- 
groes. The whole proportion and air of hb face was 
£0 noble and exadtly fi^ed, that, bating his colour^ 
there could be nodiing in nature more beautiful, agree* 
able and handfome. There was no one grace wanting^ 
that bears the itandard of true b^uty. His hair came 
down to his ffaoulders,. by the aid of art, which was 1^ 
pulling it out with a quill, and keeping it combed ; of 
which he took particular care*. Nor did the perfe^ons 
of his mind come ihort of thofe of his perfon ; for his 
difcourfe was admirable upon almoft any fubje^: and 
whoever had. heani ham fpeak, would have been con^ 
vinced. o£ tjtieir error, that all iine wit is- confined to 
white men, e^cially to thofe of Chriftendom ; and 
would have confeiTed that Oroonoko was as capable even 
of reigning well, and of governing as wifely ; had as 
great a foul, as politic maxims,' and was as fenfible of^ 
power, as any prince civiliied • in the taoft refined 
fehoois iof hiimanity and leaxning> or the moft illuftrioos 
courts. 

This prince^ fnch as I have defcribed him, whoie 
foul and body were fo admirably adorned, was (while 
yet he was in the court of his grandfather, as I fidd) 
as capable of love, as it was pofitble for a brave and 
gallant man to be | and in finying that, I have named 
the MgheH degree of Idvc ; for fure ^eat fouls arc moft 
iHjablt><)f''that¥itf^-i ' '» ;' - ; - .' 
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t.itiMve already {aid, the old general was killed^ by t^M 
£de of this prince> in battle ; and that Oroonoko was 
made general. This old dead heroe had one only 
daBght«r left of his race, a beauty, that to defcribe her 
truly, one need fay only, ihe was female to the noble 
male ; the beautiful black ,Yenus to our ^young Mars ; 
as charming in her perfon as he, and of delicate virtue^, 
I have feen a hundred white men fighing after her, and 
making a thoufand vows at her feet, all in vain and im* 
fuccefsful. And fhe was indeed too great for any but a 
prince of her own nation to adore. 

Oroonoko coming from the wars (which were now 
ended) after he had made his court to his grandfather, 
bethought in honour he ought to make a vifit to Imoinda, 
the daughter of his fofter-fatherj^ the dead general, to 
prcfcnt her with thofe Saves that had been t^en in this 
luik battle, as the trophies of her father's v^ifiories. 
When he came, attended by all the young foldiers of 
any merit, he was infinitely furprifed at the beaii^ 
of this fair queen of night, whoie face and perfqn were 
ib exceeding all he had ever beheld> that lovely modeily 
with which fhe received him, that ibftnefs in her looj; 
and fighs, upon the melancholy occafion of thi^ honour 
thatwas done her by fo great a man as Oroonoko, and a 
prince of whom fhe had heard futh admirable things i 
the awfutnefs wherewith fhe received .iiim, and the 
fweetnefs of her words and behaviour while he flai4» 
gained a perfect conqueft over his fierce heart, and 
made him feel the victor could be fubdued% So that 
having made his firfl compliments, and prefented her 
an hundred and fifty flaves in fetters, he told her whh 
his «ye«, that he was not infenfible of her charms ; 
while Jmoinda, whowifhed for nothing more than lb 
glorious a cottqueft, was pleaied to believe fhe under- 
ftooii that filent language of new-born lovej and, 
from that moment, put on all .her additions tp beauty. 

The prince returned to court with qutt^-fuiother 
b^mour than^ before;, and thov^h he did *not /peak 

much, 
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mucfi of the fair Imoinda^ he had the pleafute to hear 
all his followers fpeak of nothing but the charms of 
that maid; infomuch that, even in the prefenec of 

• the old king, they were extolling her, and heightening, 

• if poflible, the beauties they had found in her : {(t 
that nothing elfe was talked of, no other found was 
heard in every corner where there were whifperers, 
but Imoinda ! Imoinda ! 

It will be imagined Oroonoko ftaid not long before 
he made his fecond vifit; nor^ coniidering his quality^ 
- not much longer before he told her, he adored her.^ 
I h^vc often heard him fay, ^at he admired by what 
ibange infpiration he came to talk things fo foft^ and 
fo'paifionate, who never knew love, nor was ufed to 
the converfation of women ; but (to life his own words) 
he faid, Moft happily, fome new, and, till then, un- 
known power in:^u^ed his heart and tongueiit the 
language of love ; and at the fame time, in favour of 
him, infpired Imoinda with a fenfe of his paffion.— 
She was tottchisd Mrith %vhat he'faid, and returned it 
in fuch anf>vers as went ^o hid ^^ry heart, with a pka- 
fure unknown 1>efore. He turned all his h^fpy «o- 
. ments to the beft advantage ; and as he kn^w no vice, 
. his flaitie aimed at nothing but h4Niour, if fuch a dif- 
. tin^<5n may be made in love; and efpecially in that 
country, where men take tothemfelves as many females 
' as they can maintain ; and where the only crime and 

• iin s^ainft a woman, is, to ttirn her c^, to abandon 
. her to want, fhame and mifcty : futh ill morals are 
. only pra£lifed in chriilian countries, \vhere they prefer 

the bare name of religion; and, without virtue or 

, morality, think that filfiicient. But Oroonoko was 

none of thofe profdTors ; but as he had right notions 

of honour. To he made her fuch propofitions as were 

not only and barely fuch, buty contrary to the cuftem 

. of his country, he made her vows, fhe ihould be the 

. only woman he would poffefs while he lived ; thatlio 

i^ge or wrinkles fcould iaclinc him to change ; for her 

• foul 
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fiml woald be always young; and he fhould have an 
eternal -idea in his mind of the charms (he now bore ; 
and ihould look into his heart for that idea, when he 
could find it no longer in her face. 

After a thoufand durances of his lading flame, 

• and her eternal empire over him, fhe condcfccnded to 
receive him for her hulband ; or rather, receive him 
as the greateft honour the gods could do her. 

There 'is a certain ceremony in thefe cafes to be ob- 
ferved, which i forgot to a(k how it was performed ; 

• but it was concluded on both fides, that in obedience to 
him, the grandfather was to be firfl made acquainted 
with -the defign : for they pay a moft abfolute refigna^ 

• tion ta the monarch, efpcdally y/hcn he is a parent 
alfo. .. 

On the other fide, the old king, who had many 
-^ves,- and -many concubines, wanted tiot court-flat- 
•tercrs to infinuatc "itito his heart a thoufand tender 
Noughts for this yonirg beauty; and who reprefented 
her -to his fancy, as the nioft chatming he had ever 
liofTef&d.in all the iong race of his mumerous years. 
At this charadter, his old .heart, like.an eJttinguifhed 
•brand, -flioft apt to take fire, felt new fparks of love, 
tnd -began to kinxlle ; and now grown to his fecond 
'CMldhood, longed with impatience to behold' this gay 
•thing. But how he ihould btf confirmed fhe was this 
^wonder, -before he ufed his power to call her to court, 
(where maiden^never came, unlefs for. the king's private 
;ufe) he<was nekt-to confider ; and while he* was fo do- 
•ing, he had inttl!ig6nce brought him, that Imoinda 
iva»-moft certainly miftrefs to the prince Oroonoko. 
•This gave him fome chagrin: however, it gave him 
.ftlib^^m opportunity, one day, when the prince was a- 
Jiimting, to wait on a man of quality, as his flave and 
attendant, who ihould go and make a prefent to 
'Imoinda, as ftom the prince; he fhould then, un« 
^nown, fee this fair maia, and have an opportunity to 
liear what mcfTage ibe would return the prince for his 

prcient;# 
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prefent, and from thence gather the ftate^ of' her hearty 
and degree of her inclination. This was put in exe- 
cution> and the old monarch faw, and burned : he 
found her all he had heard, and would not delay his 
happinefs^ but found he fliould have fome obdacle to 
overcome her heart ; for fhe exprefled her fenfe of die 
prefent the prince had (ent her, in terms fo fweet, fo 
foft and pretty, with an air of love and joy that could 
not be diiTembled, infoihuch that it was pail doubt 
whether fhe loved Oroonoko entirely. This gave the 
old king fome afflidlion ; but he falved it with this, 
that the obedience the people pay their king, was not 
at all inferior to what they paid their gods ; and what 
love would not oblige Imoinda to do, duty would 
compel her to. 

He was therefore no fooner got into his apartment, 
but he fent the royal veil to Imoinda; -that is the 
ceremtHiy of invitation : he fends the lady he has a 
mind to honour with his bed, a veil, with which (he 
is covered^ and fecored for the king's ufe ; and it is 
death to difobey; befldes^ held a moft impious di£- 
obedicnce, . 

'Tis not to be imagined the furprize and grief that 
feized the lovely maid at this news and fight. Howr 
ever, aj^ delays in thefe cafes are dangerous, and 
pleading worfe than treafon; trembling, and almoft: 
fainting, fhe was obliged to fafer heifelf to be coveredy 
and led away. 

They brought her thus to court; and the Jung, who 
had caufed a very, rich bath to be prepared, was led 
into it, where he .fat under a canopy, in fbite, to re- 
ceive this longed-fov yirgini whom he having com^ 
manded to be brought to lUm, they (after difrobing 
her) Jed her to the bath, and making fail the doorr^ 
left her to de.fcend. The king without more coortr 
fhip, bad her throw off her mantle, and come to his 
arms. ^ But Imoinda,. all in tears, tlvew ifcritlf ontte 
mar^ble, on the brink of the bath, and befought hio 
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to hear her. She told him, if fhe was a maid, how 
proud of the glory fhe ihould have been, of having,it 
in her power to oblige her king : but as by the laws 
he could not, and from his royal goodnefs would not 
take from any man his wedded wife ; Co flie believed 
fhe fhould be the occafion of making him commit a 
great fin, if fh« did not reveal her ftatc and condition ; 
and tell him fhe was another's, and could not be fo 
happy to be his* 

The king, enraged at this delay, haflily demanded 
the name of the bold man that had married a woman 
of. her degree, without his confent. Imoinda feeing 
his eyes fierce, and his hands tremble; (whether with 
age or anger I know not, but ftie fancied the laft) al- 
moft repented fhe had faid fo much, fbr now fhe feared 
the florm would fall on the prince ; fhe therefore faid a- 
thoufand things to appeafe the raging of his flame, and 
to prepare him to hear who it was with calmnefs : but' 
before fhe fpoke, he imagined who fhe meant, but 
would not feem to do fo, but commanded her to lay 
afide her mantle, and fufFer herfelf to receive his ca-' 
rcfles, or by his Gods he fwore, that happy man whom 
fhe was going to name fhould die, though it were even ' 
Oroonoko himfelf. Therefore (faid he) deny this mar- 
riage, and fwear thyfelf amaid. That (replied Imoin- 
da) by all our powers I do ; fcM* I am not yet known to 
my hufband. 'Tis enough, (faid the king) 'tis enough 
bdth to fatisfy my corifcience and my heart. Andrifing 
from his feat^^ he went and led her into the bath ; jt 
being in vain for her to reiift. ' 

In this time^ the prince> who'was returned' from 
hunting, went to vifit his Imoinda,* but' found her gone ; 
and not only fo, bat heard fhe had received the royal 
veil. This raifed him to a Horm ; and in his madnefs, 
they had jnuch ado to fave him from laying violent 
hands en himfelf. Force firJft prevailed, and thenj-^a- 
fon : they urged all to him, that might oppoTe his rage ; 
but nothing weighed fb greatly with him as the king's 
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old agCi incapable of injuring him with Imoinia. He 
would give way to that hope> becaoTe it pleafed hisa 
moft, And flattercd'beft his heart. Yet this ferved not 
altogether to make him ccaft his diJierent paffiona, which 
fometimes raged within him, and foftenedinto Ihowcrff. 
•Twas not enough to appeafc him, to tell him, his' 
grand&tber was old, and could not that wa^ injure him, 
while he retained that awful dutj which ^e young men 
are ufed there to pay to their grave relations. He could 
not be convinced he had no caufe to figh and mourn for 
the lofs of a millrefs he could not with all his ftrength- 
and courage retrieve, and he would often cry. Oh, my . 
friends 1 were ihe in walled cities, or conEned from ' 
me in fortifications of the greateft ftrength ; did in- 
chantments or monfters detain her, from mc; I woold . 
venture through any hazard to free her : but here in 
the arms of a feeble old man, my youth, my violent 
love, my trade in arms^ and all my vaft defire of 
glory, avail me nothing, Imoinda is as irrecoverably 
loft to me, as if fhe were fnatched by the cold arms of 
death : Oh ! ihe is never to be retrieved. If I would 
wait tedious years, till fate fhould bow the old king 
to his grave, even that would not leave me Imoinda 
free ; for ftill that cuftom that makes it fo vile a crime 
for a fon to marry his father's wives or miftrefles, would 
hinder my happinefs 5 unjefs I would either ignobly 
fet an ill precedent to my fucceflbrs, or abandon my 
country, and fly with her to fome unknown world who 
never heard our ftory. 

But it wasobjefted to him, that his cafe was not the 
fame: for Imoinda being his lawful wife by folemn 
contradl, 'twas he was the injured man, and might, if 
he fo pleafed, take Imoinda back, the breach of the 
law being «n his grandfather's fide ; and that if he could 
circumvent hira, and redeem her from the Otan, which 
is the palace of the king's women, a fort of Seraglio, 
it was both juft and lawful for him fo to do. 



This 



dbyGoOgk 



THE ROYAL SLAVE. 115 

This reafoning had fome force upon him, and hp 
would have been comforted, but for the thought that 
(he was poffeffcd by his grandfather. However, he 
loved her fo well, that he was refolved to Relieve what 
moll favoured his hope, and to endeavour toiearn from 
Imoinda's own mouth, what only Ihe could fatisfy him 
in, whether fhe was robbed df that bleffing, which was • 
only due to his faith and love. But as it was very hard 
to get a fight of the women, (for no man ever entered 
into the Otan, but when tHe king went to entertain 
himfelf with fome one of his wives or miftreffes ; and 
'twas death at any Qthcr time, for any other to go in) 
fo he knew not how to contrive to get a fight of her. 

' While Oroonoko felt all the agonies of love, and fnf- 
fered under a torment the moll painful in the world, the ' 
old king was not exempted from his (hare of afHidlion. 
He was troubled, for having been forced, by an irre- 
ilftible pailion, to rob his fon of a treafure, he knew, 
could not but be extremely dear to him ; fince fhe was 
the moil beaudful woman that ever had been feen, and 
had, befides, all the fweetnefs and innocence of youth 
and modelly, with a charm of wit furpafling all. He 
found, that however fhe was forced to expofe her lovely * 
perfon to his withered arms, fhe could only iigh and 
weep there, and think of Oroonoko; and oftentimes 
could not forbear fpeaking of him, though her life 
were, by cuftom, forfeited by owning her paflion. But 
(he fpoke not of a lover only, but of a prince dear to 
himfelf, and of the praifes of a man, who, until now, 
filled the old man's foul with joy at every recital of his 
bravery, or even his name. And it was this dotage 
• on our young hero, that gave Imoinda a thoufand pri- 
vileges to fpeak of him without offending ; and this 
-condefcenfion in the old king, that made her take the 
fatisfaftion of fpeaking of him fo very often. 

Befides, he many times enquired how the prince bore 
himfelf: and thofe of whom he aiked, being entirely 
attached to the merits and virtues of the prince, flill 

anfwered ' 
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anfwered what tliey thought conduced beft to hia fer- 
vice ; which was, to make the old king fancy that the 
prince had no more intereil in Imoinda, and had re- 
figned her willingly to the pleafure of the king : that 
he diverted himfelf with his mathematicians, his for* 
tifications, his officers, and his hunting. 

This pleafed the old lover, who failed not to report 
thefe things again to Imoinda, that ihe might, by the 
example of her young lover, withdraw her heart, and 
, reft better contented in his arms. ^ But however ihe 
was forced to receive this unwelcome news, in all ap- 
pearance, with unconcern and content; her heart was 
burfting within, and Ihe was only happy when ihe 
could get alone, to vent her griefs and moans with fighs 
and tears. 

What reports of the prince's conduct were made to 
the king, he thought good to juftify, as far as poffibly 
he could, by his adtions ; and when he appeared in 
the prefence of his father, he ihe wed a face not at all 
betraying his heart: fo that in a little time;, the old 
man, being entirely convinced that he was no longer 
A lover of Imoinda, he carried him with him, in his 
train, to the Otan, often to banquet with his mif- 
tre^es. But as foon as he entered, one day, into the 
apartment of Imoinda with the king, at the firft glance 
from her eyes, notwithilanding all his determined re- 
folution, he was ready to fmk in the place where he 
ftood ; and had certainly done fo, but for the fupport 
of Aboan, a young man who was next to him; which, 
with his change of countenance, had betrayed him, had 
the king chanced to look that way. And I have ob- 
ferved, it is a very great error in thofe who laugh 
when one fays, a negro can change colour : for I have 
feen them as frequently blulh, andlook pale>.and that as 
visibly as ever I faw in the moft beautiful white. And 
it is certain, that both thefe changes were evident, this 
day, in both thefe lovers ; and Imoinda, who faw 
with fome joy the change in the prince's face, and 

found 
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fodiid it in her own, Itrove tb divert the king from he- 
h(»ldin^ cither, by a forced carefs with which ihc met 
hiiri ; which was a new wound in the lieart of the poor 
«lying prince. Bat as foon as the king was bailed in 
looking on fome fine thing of Imoinda's making, flie 
had time to tell the prince, with her angry, but love- 
darting eyes, that Ihe refented his coldneis^ and fac-~ 
moaned her own miferable captivity. Nor were his 
eyes filent, but anfwertd her's again, as much as eyes 
could do, inftrufted by the moft tender and moft'paf- 
fionate heart that ever loved : and they fpoke fo well, 
and fo efFeftually, as Imoimda no longer doubted but 
file was the only delight and darling of his foul. And 
it was this pow^ul language alone that in an inftant 
conveyed all the thoughts of their hearts to each other ; 
that they both found there wanted but opportunity to 
make them entirely happy. But when he faw another 
door opened tolDnahal (a former old wife of the king's, 
who now had charge of Imoinda), and faw the profpedl 
of a bed o£ ftate made ready, with fweets and flowers 
for the dalliance of thfe king, who immediately led the 
trembling viftim from his fight into that prepared re- ' 
pofe ; what rage.! what wild frenzies ieized hi« heart ! 
which forcing to keep within bounds, and- to fuffer 
without noife, it became the more infupportable, and 
rent his foul with ten thoufand pains. He was forced 
to retire to vent his groans', where he fell down on* a 
carpet, and lay ftruggling a long tiifte, and only brearh- 
ing now and then. Oh Imoinda ! when Onahal came 
forth, to wait till the king called ; and .hearing fome 
one iighing in the other room, (he paffedon, and found 
the prince in that deplorable condition which fhe 
thought needed her aid. She gave him cordials, but 
all in vain ; till fiftding the nature of his difcafe, by 
his fighs, and naming Imoinda, (he told him he had 
not fo much caufe as he imagined to afflidl himfelf : 
for if he knew the king' fo well as ftie did, he would 
not lofe a momentin jealoufy; and that fhe was coh- 
VoL. I. L iidcn 
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fident that Imoinda bore^ at this tnlnute, part m his 
afHidion. . Aboan was of the fame opiaioD, and both 
together perfuaded him to re-afTume his courage ; and 
all fitting down on the carpet, the prince faid fo many 
obliging things to Onahal, that he half perfuaded her 
to be of his party; and ihe promiied him, ihe would 
thus far comply with his juft defires, that ihe would 
let Imoinda know how faithful he was, what he fuf- 
fered, and what he faid. 

This difcourfe lafted tiU the king called, which 
gave Orxxmoko a certain fatisfadion ; and with the 
hope Onahal had made him conceive, he a£umed a 
' look as gay as it was poilible a man in his circum- 
ftances could do: and presently after> he was called in 
with the reft who waited without. The king com- 
manded mufick to be brought, and feveral of his young 
wives and miflrefTes came all together by his com- 
mand, to dance before him ; where iQioinda performed 
her part with an air and grace as much furpaifing all 
the reft, as her beauty was above them, and received 
the prcfent ordained as a prize. The prince was every 
moment more charmed with the new beauties and 
|;filM^he beheld in this fair one; and while he gazed, 
and fhe danced, Onahal was retired to a window with 
Aboan. 

This Onahal, as I faid, was one of the caft- 
miftrciTes of the old king ; and it was thcfe (now paft 
their beauty) that were made guardians or governantes 
to the new and the young ones ; and who now treated 
the triumphing happy ones with all the feverity, as to 
liberty and freedom, that was poffible, in revenge of 
the honours they rob them of; envying them thofe fa- 
tisfadlions, thofe gallantries and prefents, that were 
once made to themfelves, while youth ^and beauty 
lafted, and which they now faw pafs, as it were, re- 
gardlefs by, and paid only to the bloomings. And 
certainly, nothing- is more afHidling to a decayed 
beauty, than to behold in itfelf declining charms that 

were 
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were once adored ; and to find thofe carcffes paid to 
new beauties, to which once Ihe laid claim ; to hear 
them whifper, as fhe paffes by. That once was a deli- 
cate woman. Thofe abandoned ladies, therefore, en- 
deavour to revenge all the defpights and decays of time 
on thefe flourifhing happy ones : and it was this feverity 
that gave Oroonoko a thoufand fears he fhould never 
prevail with Onahalto fee Imoinda. But, as I faid, 
fhe was now retired to a window with Aboan. 

This young man was not only one of the bed qua- 
lity, but a man extremely well made, and beautiful ; 
and coming often to attend the king to the Otan, he 
had fubdu'd the heart of the antiquated Onahal, 
which had not forgot how pleafant it was to be in love. 
And tho' ftie had fome decays in her face, Ihe had 
none in her fenfe and wit; fhe was there agreeable 
ftill, even to Aboan's youth: fo that he took pleafure 
in entertaining her with difcourfes of love. He knew 
alio, that to make his court to thefe fhe- favourites 
was the way to be great; thefe being the perfons that 
do all affairs and bufinefs at court. He had alfo ob- 
ferved, that fhe had given him glances more tender 
and inviting th^n flie had done to others of his quality. 
And now, that he faw her favour could fo absolutely 
oblige the prince, he faiPd not to figh in her ear, and 
look with eyes all foft upon her, and gave her hope 
that (he had made fome imprelfions on his heart. He 
found her pleas'd at this, and making a thoufand ad- 
vances to him: but the ceremony ending, and the 
king departing, broke up the company for that day, 
and his converfation. 

Aboan faiPd not that night to tell the prince of his 
fuccefs, and how advantageous the fervice of Onahal 
might be to his amour with Imoinda. The prince 
was overjoy 'd with this good news, and befought him, 
if it were pofEble, to carefs her fo, as to engage her 
entirely ; which he could not fail to do, if he com- 
ply'd with her defires : for then (faid fhe prince) her 
Lz life 
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life lying at your mercy, flie muft grant you the re- 
queft you make in my behalf, Aboan underftood 
him ; and aiTur'd him he ivould make love fo efFe^aaU 
ly, that he would defy the moft expert miftrefs of the 
art, to find out that he difTembled. And 'twas with 
impatience they waited the next opportunity of going 
to the Otan. 

The wars came pn, the time of taking the field, ap- 
proached, and 'twas impoflible for the prince to de- 
lay his going at the head of his army to encounter the 
eneny ; fo that every day feem'd a tedious year, till 
he faw his Imoinda : for he believed he could not live, 
if he were forced away without being fo happy. 
'Twas with impatience, therefore, that he expcfted the 
next vifit the king would make; and, according to 
bis wilh, it was not long. 

. The parley of the eyes of thefe two lovers had not 
pafs'd fo iccretly, but an old jealous lover could fpy 
it ; or rather, he wanted not flatterers who told him 
they obferv'd it : fo that the prince was haftened to 
the can^p, and this was the laft viiit he found he fhould 
make to the Otan ; he therefore urged Aboan to make 
. the beft of this laft effort, and to explain himfelf fo to 
Onahal, that ihe might make way for the prince to 
ipeak to Imoinda. 

' The whole affair being agreed on between the prince 
and Aboan, they attended the king, as the cuftom 
was, to the Otan ; where, while the whole company 
was taken up in beholding the dancii^g, and antick 
poftures the. worn en made to divert the king, Onahal 
fingled out Aboan, whom foe found moft pliable to 
her wiftu When fhc had him where flie believed foe 
could not be heard, foe figh'd to him, and foftly cri- 
ed. Ah Aboan ! when will you be fenfible of my 
paflion ? I confef&it with my mouth, b6caufe I would 
not gWfi mj ^y«s the lye ; and you have but too much 
already perceived they have confeffed my flame : nor 
would I have you believe, . that becaufe I am the 
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abandoned miftrefs of a king, I efteem myfelf alto- 
gether divefted of charms : no, Aboan ; I have ftill a 
reft of beauty enough engaging, and have learned to 
pleafe too well, not to be defirable. I can have lovefs 
ftill, but will have none but Aboan.— Madam, (reply'd 
the half- feigning youth) you have already, by my eyes, 
found you can ftill conquer ; and I believe 'tis in pity 
of me you condefcend to tliis kind confefllon. But> 
madam, words are" ufed to be fo fmall a part of our 
co^intry courtftiip, that 'tis rare one can get fo happy 
an opportunity, as to tell one's heart; and thofe few 
minutes we. have, are forced to be fnatched for more 
certain proofs of love than fpeaking and ftghlng ; and 
fuch I languifh for.. 

He ipoke this with fuch a tone, that ike hopei it 
true, and could not forbear believing it ; and being 
wholly tranfportcd with joy for having fubdoed the 
fincft of all the king's rubjc3:s, (he took from her ears 
two large pearls, and commajidcd him to wear them 
in his. He would have refufed them, crying. Madam, 
thcfe are not the proofs of your love that I exped ; 'tis, 
opportunity, 'tis a lone hour only that can make me 
happy. But forcing the pearls into his hand, fhe 
wHifpercd foftly to kim ; Oh ! do^not fear a woman's- 
invention, when love fets her a-thinking. And pref- 
iing his hand, fhe cried. This night you fliall be 
happy. Come to the gate of the orange-grove, be- 
hind the Otan, and I will be ready about midnight to 
receive you. 'Twas thus agreed ; and fhe left him^ 
tiiat no notice might.be taken of their fpeaking to- 
gether. 

The ladies were ftill dancing, and the king, laid on* 
a carpet, with a great deal of pleafure was beholding 
them, efpecially Imoinda, who that day appeared 
more lovely than ever, being enlivened with the good 
tidings Onahal had brought her, of the conftant 
paffion the prince had for her. The prince was laid on 
another carpet at the other end of the room, with his 
L 1 * eyes 
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eyes fixed on the objeft of his foul ; and as fhe tamed 
cr moved, fo did they; and flie alonfe gave his eyes 
iind foul their motions. Nor did Imoinda employ her 
eyes to any other ufe, than in beholding, with infinite 
pleafure, the joy fhe produced in thofe of the prince. 
But while Ihe was more regarding him than the fteps 
Ihe took, (he chanced to fall, and fo near him, as ttkt 
leaping with extreme force from the carpet, he ca'ught 
her in his arms as fhe fell ; and 'twas vifible to the 
whole prefence, the joy wherewith he received her. 
,He clafped her clofe to his bofom, and quite forgot 
that reverence that was due to the miflrefs oif a king, 
and that punifhmcnt that is the reward of a boldnefs 
of this nature. And had not the prefence of mind 
of Imoinda (fonder of his fafety than her own) be- 
friended him, in making her fpring from his arms, 
and fall into her dance again, he had at that inflant 
nr.et his death; for the old king, jealous to the laft 
degree, rofe up in a rage, broke all the diverfion, and 
led Imoinda to her apartment, and fen t out word to 
the prince, to go. immediately to the camp; and thr-t 
if he were found another night in court, he fhoald 
fuffer the death ordained for difobedient ofTenders. 

You may imagine how unwelcome this hews was to 
Crocnoko, whofe unfcafonable tranfport and carefs of 
Imoinda was blamed by all men that loved him : and 
now he perceived his fault; yet cried. That for fuch 
another moment he would be content to die. 

Ail the Otan was in diforder about this accident ; 
and Onahal was particularly concerned, becaufc on 
the prince's flay depended her happinefs ; for fhe could 
no longer expedl that of Aboan ; fo that ere they de- 
parted, they contrived it fo, that the prince and he 
Ihould both come that night to the grove of the Otan, 
which was all of oranges and citrons, and that there 
they would wait her orders. 

They parted thus witK grief enough 'till night, leav- 
ing the king in pofTeffion of the lovely maid. But 
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juxhing could appcafe the jealoufy of the old lover ; he 
would not be. impofed on ; but would have it, that 
Jmoinda made a failie ilep on purpofe to fall into 
Oroonoko's bofom, and that all things looked like a 
de%n on both fides ; and 'twas in vain fhe proteiled 
her innocence : he was old and obftinate, and left her 
»ore than half aflur'd that his fear was true. 

The king going to his apartment, fent to know where 
die prince was, and if he intended to obey his com- 
mand. The melTenger returned, and told him, he 
found the prince penfive, and altogether unprepared for 
the campaign ; • that he lay negligently on the ground, 
and anfwered very little. This confirmed the jealoufy 
of the king, and he commanded that they Ihould very 
narrowly and privately watch his motions ; and that he 
fliould not ilir from his apartment, but one fpy or other 
ihould be employed to watch him : fo that the hour 
appi*oaching, wherein he vyas to go to the citron-grove, 
and taking only Aboan along with him, he leaves his 
apartnient, and was watched to the very gate of the 
Otan ; where he was feen to enter, and where .tliey left 
him, to carry back the tidings to the king. 

Oroonoko and Aboan were no fooner entered, but 
Onahal led the prince to the apartment of Imoinda ; 
who, not knowing any thing of her happinefs, was 
laid in bed. But Onahal only left him in her cham- 
ber, to make the bell of his opportunity, and took 
her dear Aboan to her own ; where he Ihewcd the height 
of complaifance for his prince, when, to give him an 
opportunity, he fuiFered himfelf to be carefFed by 
Onahal. 

The prince foftly wakened Imoinda, who was not a 
little furprifed with joy to find him there ; and yet fhe 
trembled with a thoufand fears. Nothing now afflifted 
him, but his fudden departure from her ; for he told 
her the neceffity, and his commands ; but fhould depart 
fatisficd in this, that fince the old king had hitherto not 
been able to deprive him of her heart, which only be- - 
longed to him, he would for the future be lefs unhappy; 
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fo that^ abating the fcandal of the reil, which was n^ 
€therwife fo, than that (he was wife to another, he be- 
lieved her fafe, even in the arms of the king, and in- 
nocent ; yet would he have ventttfed at the conqueft 
of the world, and have given it all to have had her 
avoid that honour of receiving the royal veil. *Twas. 
thus, between a thoufand carefles,. that both bemoaned 
the hard fate of youth and bcatity, fo liable to that cruel 
promotion : 'twas a glory that could well have been 
fpared here, tho* defired and aimed at by all the youngs 
females of that kingdom. >)^ 

But while they were thus fondly employed, fcrgetting^ 
how time ran on, and that the dawn mufl conda£l hiox 
far away from his only happinefs, they heard a great 
noife in the Otan, and unufual voices of men; at 
which the prince, ftarting from the arms of the ixighted 
Imoinda, ran' to a little battle-ax he a(cd to wear fay 
his fide ; and having not (b much leifore as to pot Oft 
his habit, he oppofed himfelf againft fbme wlio were 
already opening the door: which they did with fe 
much violence, that Oroonoko was not able to delend 
it; but was forced to cry out with a commanding 
voice. Whoever ye are that have the boldnefs to at- 
tempt to approach this apartment thus rudely, know 
that I, the prince Oroonoko, will revenge it with the 
certain death of him that firft enters : therefore ftand 
back, and know, this place is facred to love and me 
this night ; to-morrow 'tis the king's. 

This he fpoke with a voice fo refolved and aiTured, 
that they foon retired from the door ; but cried. It is 
by the king's command that we are come; and being 
fatisfied by thy voice, O prince ! as much as if we had 
entered, we can report to the king the truth of all his 
fears, and leave thee to provide for thy own fafety, as 
thou art advifed by thy friends. 

At thefe words they dejparted, and left the prince to 
take a fhort and fad leave of his Imoinda ; who, truft- 
ing in the ftrength of her charms, believed fhe fliould 
appeafe the fury of a jealous king, by faying, (he was 

fur- 
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furprifed, and that it was by force of arms he got into* 
her apartment. All her concern now was for his life, 
and therefore fhe haftened him to the camp, and with 
much ado prevailed on him to go. Nor was it ihe 
alone that prevailed; Aboan and Onahal both pleaded, 
and both afTured him of a lye that Ihould be well 
enough contrived to fecuf e Imoinda. So that at laff , 
with a heart fad as death, Qroonoko departed, and^ 
took his way to the camp. 

It was not long after, the king in perfon came to the* 
Otan ; where beholding Imoinda, with rage in his> 
eyes, he upbraided her wickednefs and perfidy ; and 
threatening her royal lover, fhe fell on her face at his 
feet, bedewing the floor with her tears, and imploring 
his pardon for a fault which ihe had not with her will . 
commiKed, as Onahal, who was alfo proftrate with 
her, could teftify ; that unknown to her, he had broke 
into her apartment:* She. fpoke this much againft her 
confcience;. but- to fave her owniife, it was abfolutely, 
neceflary ihe ihould feign this faliity. , She knew , it 
could notdnjure the prince,- he being fled to an army 
that would iiand by him, againll any injuries that 
Ihould aifault him.. However, this excufe of Imoin-- 
da's changed' the meafures of. his revenge; and 
whereas before he defigncd to be himfelf her execu- 
tioner^ he now rcfolved ihe ihould not die. Nor would 
he reiign her to his grandfon, becaufe ihe had received 
the royal veil: he therefore removes her from ther 
Otan, with Onahal; whom he put into fafe hands,. 
with order -they ihould be both fold off as flaves to ^ 
another country, either chriflian or. heathen; it was no*- 
matter where. 

This cruel fentence, worfe than death, theyiinp^red ' 
might be reverfed; but their prayers were vain, and 
it was put in execution accordingly ; and that with fo 
much fecrecy, that none, either without or within the • 
Otan, knew any thing of their abfence, or their deiliny. 

The old king, nevcrthelefs, executed this with a great 

deal of reludlancy; but he believed he had made a 
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very great conqoeft over himfelf, when he had once 
refolved, and had performed what he refolved. He 
believed now, that his love had been unjaftj and that 
he coald not expedl the Gods, cr Captain of the Clouds 
(as they call the Unknown Power) would fufFer a better 
confequence from fo ill a caufe. He now begins to 
hold Oroonoko excufed ; and to fay, he had reafon for 
what he did. And now every body could afTure the 
king how paflionately Imoinda was beloved by the 
prince ; even thofe confefled it now, who faid the con- 
trary before. So that the king being old, and not able 
to defend himfeff in war, and having no fons of all his 
race remaining alive, but only this, to maintain him 
on his throne ; and looking on this as a man difobliged, 
firft by the rape of his miftrefs, or rather wife, and now 
by depriving him wholly of her, he feared, might 
make him defperate, and do fome cruel thing, either 
to himfelf or his old grandfather the offender, he began 
to repent him extremely of the contempt he had* in his 
rage, i put on Imoinda. Befides, he confidered he 
ought in honour to have killed her for this offence, if 
it had been one. He ought to have had fo much value 
and confideratioij for a maid of her quality, as to have 
nobly put her to death, and not to have fold her like a 
common flave; the greateft revenge, and the moll dif- 
graceful of any, and to which they a thoufand times 
prefer death, and implore it; as Imoinda did, but 
could not obtain that honour. Seeing therefore it was 
certain that Oroonoko would highly refent this affront, 
he thought good to make fome excufe for his raftinefs to 
him ; and to that end, he fent a meflenger to the camp, 
with orders to treat with him about the matter, to gain 
his pardon, and endeavour to mitigate his grief: but 
that by no means he fhould tell him fhe was fold, but 
fccretly put to death ; for he knew he fhould never ob- 
tain his pardon for the other. % 
When the mefTenger came, he found the prince upon 
the point of engaging with the enemy ; but as foon as 
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lie heard of the arrival of the meflenger, he com- 
uiandfed him to his tent, where he embraced him, and 
received him with joy; which was foon abated by the 
down-caft looks t)f the mefTenger, who was inftantly de- 
manded the caufe by Oroonoko; who, impatient of 
delay, afked a thoufand queftions in a breath, and all 
conceriaing Imoinda. But there needed little return ; 
for he could almoft anfwer himfelf of all he de- 
manded, from his fight and eyes. Atlaft the mcffenger, 
tailing himfelf at the prince's feet, and kiffing them with 
all the 'fubmiffion of a man that had fomething to im- 
plore which he dreaded to utter, befought him to hear 
with calmnefs what he had to deliver to him, and to call 
up^l his noble and heroic courage to encounter with 
• his words, and defend himfelf againft the ungrateful 
things he had to relate. Oroonoko replied with a deep 
iiigh, and a languifliing voice, I am armed againft their 
worft efforts ; fori know they will tell me, Imoinda is 
no more ; and after that, you may fpare thereft. Then, 
commanding him to rife, he laid himfelf on a carpet, 
under a rich pavilion, and remained a good while filent, 
and was^ hardly heard to. hgh. When he was come a 
little to himfelf, the raellenger aSced him leave to deliver 
that part of his embaffy which the prince had not yet 
divined : and the prinCe cried, ' I permit thee. Then 
he told him the afHiaion the old king was in, for the 
ralhnefs he had committed in his cruelty to Imoinda ; 
and how he deigned to a3c pardon for his offence, and 
to implore the prince would not fufFer that lofs to touch 
his heart too fenfibly, which now all the gods could not 
reftore him, but might recompenfe him in glory, which 
he begged he would purfue ; and that death, that com- 
mon revenger of all injuries, would fbon even the account 
between him and a feeble old man. 

Oroonoko bade him return his duty to his lord and 
mafler ; and to afiure him, there was no account of re- 
venge to be adjudged between them : if there was, he 
was the aggreifor, and that death would be juft, and, 
L 6 maugrc 
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ittaugre Kis age, would fee him righted ; and he wa*- 
contented to leave his Ihare of glory to youths more for- 
tunate and worthy of that favour from the gods : that 
henceforth he would never lift a weapon, or draw a 
bow, but abandon the fmall remains of his life to iighs. 
and tears, and the continual thoughts of what his lord 
and grandfather had thought good to fend out of the 
world, with ail that youth, that innocence and beauty. 

After having fpoken this, whatever his greatefl 
oiRcers, and men of the beft rank could do, they could 
not raife him from the carpet, or perfuade him te. 
aftidn, and refolutions of life; but commanding all to-- 
retire, he fhut himfelf into his pavilion adl that day^ 
while the enemy was ready to engage; and wondering - 
art the delay, the whole body of the chief of the army 
then addreffed themfelves to him, and to whom they 
had' much ado to get admittance. They fell on their, 
faces at the foot of his carpet, where they ky, and 
befought him with earneft prayers and tears to lead, 
them forth to battle, and not let the enemy take ad- 
vantage of them 5 and implored him to have regard 
to his gfory> and to the world, that depended on his 
courage a^d conduft. But he made no other reply to^ 
all their fuppHcatiens than this : I'hat he had now no> 
^ore buiinefe for glory ; and for the world,, it was it- 
Irifle not worth his care : Go, (continued he, £glung)> 
and divide it amongft you, and reap with joy what yoUi 
to vainly prize,, and leave me to my more-welcomer 
dciliny. ' 

They then demanded what they ihould do, andwhoin- 
he would conftitute in his room, that the confufion ofT 
ambitious youth and power might not ruin their order> 
and make them a prey to the enemy. He replied, he 
W-ould not give himfelf that trouble ; but wiihed them 
to chufe the braveft man amongft them, let his quality 
or birth be what it would : For, oh, my friends ! (fays 
he) it is not titles make men brave or good ; or birth 
that bellows courage and generofity, or makes the 

owner 
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«wner happy. Believe, this, when you* behold Oroo- 
noko, the moft wretched,, and abandoned by fortune, 
©f all the creation o£ the gods.*— So turning himfelf 
about, he would make ho more reply to all they could 
urge or implore. 

The army beholding th«irx)fEcers return unfuccefsful,. 
with fad faces and oniinoos looks, that prc(aged no good 
hick, ^fFesed a thoufand £cars totakepofTedion of their 
hearts,, and the enemy to come even upon them before: 
they could provide for their fafety by any defence : and 
though they were affured by fome who had a mind to 
animate them, that they fhould be immediately headed 
hy the prince ; and that in the mean time Aboan had 
•rders to command as general ; yet they were fo dif- 
mayed for want of 'that great example of bravery, that 
they could make But a very feeble refiftance; and, ar 
iaft, downright fled be£bre the enemy, who purfucd 
them to the very tents, killing them : nor could all 
Aboan's courage, which that day gained him immortal 
glory, ihame them into a manly defence of themfelves. 
The guards that were left behind about the prince's 
tent,, feeing the foldiers fly before the enemy, and 
fcatter themfelves aH over the plain, in great diforder, 
made fuch out-ciies, as roufed the prince from his 
amorous flumber, in which he had remained buried for 
iwo days, without permitting any foilenance to approach 
him.. Bat, in fpite of all his refolutions, he had not 
the conftancy of grief to that degree, as to make him 
infenfibie of the danger of his army ; and in that in- 
fant he leaped from his couch, and cried. Come, if 
wemud die, let us meet Death the nobleft way ; and it 
will be more like Oroonoko to encounter him at an 
army's head, oppofing the torrent of a conquering for> 
than lazily on a couch to wait his lingering pleafure, 
and die every moment by a thoufand racking thoughts \ 
er be tamely taken by an enemy, and led a whining, 
love-iick Have to adorn the triiunphs of Jamoan, that 
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yoang viftor, who already is entered beyond the limits 
1 have prefcribcd him. 

While he was fpeaking, he fafFercd his people to drefs 
him for the field ; and failying out of his pavilion, with 
more life and vigour in his countenance than' ever he 
Ihewed, he appeared like fome Divine Power defcended 
to fave his country from deftrudion : and his people had 
purpofely put on him all things that might make him 
ihine with moft fplendor, to ftrike a reverend awe into 
the beholders. He flew into the thickeft of thofe that 
were purfuing his men ; and being animated with de- 
fpair, he fought as if he came on purpofe to die, and 
did fttch things as will not be believed that human 
ftrength could perform ; and fuch as foon inipired all 
the reft with new courage; and new ardor. And now 
it wa« that they began to fight indeed ; and fo, as if they 
would not be but-done even by their adored hero ; who 
turning the tide of the vidtory, changing abfolutely the 
fate of the day, gained an entire conqueft : and Oroo- 
noko having the good fortune to fmgle out Jamoan, he 
took him prifoner with his own hand^ having wounded 
him almoft to death. 

This Jamoan afterwards became very dear to him, 
being a man very gallant, and of excellent graces, and 
£ne parts ; fo that he never put him amongll the rank 
of captives, as they ufed to do without di{tin£tion, for 
the common fale, or market, but kept him in his own 
court, where he retained nothing of the prifoner but 
tlie name, and returned no more into his own country' ; 
fo great an affedion he took for Oroonoko, and by a 
thoufand tales and .adventures of love and galantry, 
flattered .his difeafe of melancholy and languifhment, 
which, I have often heard him fay, had certainly killed 
him, but for the converfation of this prince and Aboan, 
and the French governor he had from his childhood, of 
whom I have fpoken before, and who was a man of 
admirable wit, great ingenuity and learning ; all which 
he had infufed into his young pupiL This Frenchman 
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was banifhed out of his own country for fome heretical 
notions he held ; and though he was a man of very 
little religion, yet he had admirable morals, and a brave 
foul. 

After the total defeat of Jamoan's army, which all 
fled, or were left dead upon the place, they fpent fbme 
time in the camp r Oroonoko chufing rather to remain 
a while there in his tents, than to enter into a palace*, or 
live in a court where he had fo lately fuffered fo great a 
lofs-The officers, therefore, who fawandknewhiscaufeof 
difcontent, invented all forts of diversions and fports to 
entertain their prince : fo that what with thofe amufe- 
ments abroad, and others at home, that is, within their 
tents, with the perfuafions, arguments, and care of his 
friends and fervants that he more peculiarly prized, he 
wore off in time a great part of that chagrin, and tor- 
ture of defpair, which the firft efforts of Imoinda's 
death had given him j infomuch, as having received a 
thoufand kind embaffies from the king, and invitations 
to return to court, he . obeyed, though with no little 
rcluflance ; and when he did fo, there was a vifible 
change in him, and for a long time he was much more 
melancholy than before. But time Icffens all extremes, 
and reduces them to mediums ; but no beauties, though 
all endeavoured it, could engage him in any fort of 
amour, though he had all the invitations to it, both 
from his own youths and the ambitious defigns of 
others. 

Oroonokd was no fooner returned from this laft con- 
queil, and received at court with all the joy and magni- 
ficence that could be expreffed to a young viftor, who 
was not only returned triumphant, but beloved like a 
deity, than there arrived in the port an Englifh (hip. 

The mafter of it had often before been in thcfe coun- 
tries, and was very well known to Oroonoko, with 
whom he had trafficked for flaves, and had ufed to do 
the fame with his predeceffors. 

This 
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This commander was a man of a finer fort of addrefs 
and converfation, better bred, and more engaging, than 
mofl of that fort of men are ; fo that he feemed rather 
never to have been bred out of a< court, than ^Imofl all 
his life at fea. This captain, therefore,, was always better 
received at court, than moft of the traders to tho/e 
countries were ; and efpecially by Oroonoko, who was 
more civilized, according to the European mode, dian 
any other had been, and took more delight in the white 
nations ; and, above all, in men of parts and wit: To 
this captain he fold abundance of hisflaves; and for 
the favour and eileem he had for him, made him many 
prefentSi and obliged him to ftay ar court as long as 
poffiblyhe could: which the captain feemed to take as 
a very great honour done him, entertaining :die prince 
every day with globes and maps, ?and mathematical djf- 
courfes and inftruments;. eAting^ drinking, hunting, 
and living with him. with fo much familiarity, that it. 
was not to be doubted but he had gained very greatly 
upon the heart of this, gallant youi^^man.. And the 
captain, in return -of all thefe mighty favours, befought- 
the prince to honour his veffel with his prefence fome* 
day or other at dinner, before he ihould fet fail ; which ■ 
he condefcended to accept, and appointed his day. 
The captain, on his part, failed not to have all things 
in a readinefs, in the mqft magnificent order he could 
poifibly : and the day being gome, the captain in bis 
boat, richly adorned with carpets and velvet cufhions, 
rowed to the ihore to'receive the prince, \vith another 
long-boat, where was placed all his mufic and trumpets, 
with which Oroonold> was extrenately delighted; who 
met him on the fhore, attended, by his French governor, 
Jamoan, Aboan, and about an hundred of the nobleft 
of the youths of the court : and after they had furU 
carried the prince on board, the boats fetched the Te&; 
where they found a very fpkndid treat, with all fa^ts 
of fine wines ; and were as well entertained, at it was 
j>ol£ble in fuch a place to be. 
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The prince having drank hard of punch, and feveral 
forts of wine, as did all the reft, (for great care was 
taken they ihould want nothing of that part of the 
entjertainment) was very merry, and in great admira- 
tion of the fhip, for he had never been in one before ; 
fo that he was curious of beholding every place where he 
decently might defcend. The reft no lefs curious, wh» 
were not quite overcome with drinking, rambled at 
their pleafure fore and aft, as their fancies guided them i : 
fo that the captain, who had well laid his dcfign before, 
gave the word, and feized on all his gucfts j they clap- 
ping great irons fuddcnly on the prince, when he was 
leaped down into the hold, to view that part of the 
veftel ; and locking him faft down, fecured him* The 
fame treachery was ufed to all the reft ; and all in one 
inftant, in ieveral places of the fhip, were faft ia irons, 
and betray'd to flavery. That great defign over, they 
fet all hands at work to luMft fail ; and with as treache- 
rous as hir a wind; tlxey made front the ihore with this 
innocsent and ^orioas pr^e, who thought of nothing lefs " 
than fnch an entertainment. 

Some have commended this aft, as brave in the cap- 
tain ; but I will fpaie my fenfe of it, and leave it to my 
reader to judge as he pleafes. It may be eafily guefled, 
in what manner the prince relertted this indignity, who 
may be beft refembled to a lion taken in a toil ; fo he 
raged, fb he flruggled for liberty, but all in vain : and 
they had fo wifely managed his fetters, that he could 
not ufe a hand in his defence, to quit himfelf of a life 
that would by no means endure flavery; nor could he 
move from the place where he was tied, to %ny folid part 
of the fhip, againft which he might have beat his head, 
and have finifhed his difgrace that way. So that being 
deprived of all other means, he refolved to perifh for 
want of food; and pleafed at laft with that though t» 
and toiled and tired by rage and indignation, he laid 
himfelf- down, and fullenly refolved upon dying, and 
nifilfed all things that were brought him. 
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Thfs did not a little vex the captain ; and the more 
fo, becaufc he found ahnoft all of them of the fame 
humour ; fo that the lofs of fo many brave flaves, £o 
tall and goodly to behold, would have been very con- 
fiderable : he therefore ordered one to ga from him 
(for he would not be feen himfelf) to Orowioko, and 
to aflure hinpt, he was afHidled for having TafiUy done £o 
unhofpitable a deed, and wbich could not be now re- 
medied, fince they were far from Ihorc ; but fince he 
refented it in fo high a nature, he affured him he would 
revoke his refolution, and fet both him and his friends^ 
afhore on the next land they ftiould touch at ; and of 
this the meffcnger gave him his oath, provided he 
would refolve to live. And Oroonoko, whofe honour 
was fuch, that he never had violated his word in his life,, 
much lefs a (blemn afleveration, believed in ai> in:ftant 
what this man faid ; but replied, he expe^ed, for a 
conErmation of this,, to have his ihameful fetters dif- 
miifed. This demand was carried to the captain ; 
who returned him anfwer, that the offence had been fo 
great which he had put upoa the prince, that he durfl. 
not trufl him with liberty while he remained in the iliipr, 
for- fear, left by a valour natural to him,, and a revenge 
that would animate that valour> he might commit 
fome outi-age fatal to himfblf, and the king his mafter, 
to whom the veffcl did belong.— To this Oroonoko re- 
plied, he would, engage his honour to behave himfelf 
in all friendly order and manner, and obey the com- 
mand of the captain, as he was lord of the king's veffcl^ 
and general of thofe men under his command. 

This was delivered to the ftill doubting captain, wha 
cojuld not refolve to truil a heathen, he faid, upon- his 
parole, a man that had nofcnfe or notion of the God 
that he worfhipped. Oroonoko then replied, he was 
very ferry to hear that the captain pretended to the 
knowledge and worihip of any gods, who had taught 
him no better principles, than not to credit as he would 
be credited; but they told him, the difference of their 
^aith occafioned that diflruft : for the captain had pro- 
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tefted to him upon the word of a Chriftian, and fworn 
in the name of a great God, which if he fhould violate, 
he muftexpeft eternal torments in the world to corner- 
Is that all the obligation he has to be juft to his oath ? 
(replied Oroonoko) Let him know, I fwear by my ho- 
nour ; which to violate, would not only render me 
contemptible and defpifed by all brave and honeft men, 
and fo give myfelf perpetual pain, but it would be 
eternally offending and difpleaiing all mankind ; 
Jiarming, betraying,, circumventing, and outraging 
all men. But punifhments hereafter are fuifered by 
one's felf ; and the world takes no cognizance whether 
this God has revenged them or not, 'tis done fo fecret- 
ly, and deferred fo long ; while the man of no honour 
fuffers every moment the fcom and contempt of the ho- 
' neller world, and dies every day ignominioufly in his 
fame, which is more valuable than life. I (peak ntJt 
this to move belief, but to Ihew you how you miftake, 
when you imagine, that he who will violate his honour, 
will keep his word with his gods. So, turning from 
him with a difdainful fmile, he refufed to anfwer him, 
when he urged him to know what anfA'cr he fliouM 
carry back to his captain ; fo that he departed without 
faying any more. 

The captain pondering and confultlng what to do, it 
was concluded, that nothing but Oroonoko's liberty 
would encourage any of the reft to eat, except the 
Frenchman, whom the captain could not pretend to 
kcepprifoner; but only told him, he was fecured, be- 
caufe he might aft fomething in favour of the prince; 
but that he ihould be freed as foon as they came to land.' 
So that they concluded it wholly necefTary to free th« 
prince. from his irons, that he might fhew himfelf to the 
reft ; that they might have an eye upon him, and that 
they could not fear a iinglc man. 

This being refolved, to make the obligation the 
fjeater, the captain himfelf went to Oroonoko ; 
where, after ciany compliments, and aflurances 
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of what he had already promifed, he receiving from* 
the prince his parole, and his hand, for his good 
behaviour, difmifTed his jrons, and brought him to his 
own cabin ; where, after having treated and repofed 
him a while (for he had neither eat nor flept in four days 
before), he befought him to vilit thofe obftinate people 
in chains, whorefufed all manner of fuftenance ; and 
in treated him to oblige them to eat, and aifure them of 
their liberty the firft opportunity. 

Oroonoko, who was too generous not to give credit* 
to his words, ihewed himfelf to his people, who were 
tranfported with excefs of joy at the fight of their dar- 
ling prince; falling at his feet, and killing and embra- 
cing them ; believing, as fome divine Oracle, all he 
aiTured them. But he befottght^ them to bear their 
chains with that braveiy that became thofe whom he 
bad (een ad fo nobl^ in arms ; and that ^icy could not 
give him greater proofs o£ their love and friendihip, 
fiiace it was all the Parity the captain (his friend) coal4 
have againU the tevcnge, he faid, they might poflibly 
juftly take for the injuries fuflained by him. And they, 
all, with one accord, aiTured him, that they could not 
fciFey enough^. when*it was for his repofe and fafety.. 

After this, they no longer refufed to eat, but toot 
what was brought them, and were pleafed with their 
captivity, fince by it they hoped to redeem the prince, 
who, all the reft of the voyage, was treated with all the 
ijefped due to his bir,th, though nothing could divert 
his melancholy; and he would often figh forlmoinda,. 
. and think this a punilhment due to his misfortune, in 
having left that noble maid behind him, that fatal 
night, in the Otan, wh^n he fled to the camp. 

PofTeffed with a thousand thoughts of paft joys with this 
fair young peribn, and a thoufand griefs for her eternal 
l0fs, he endured a tedious voyage, and ^t laft arrived, 
at the mouth of the river of Surinam, a colony belonging 
tp the king of England, and where they were to deliver 
•ii>me part of their flaves. There the merchants and 

gentiem/:a. 



dbyGoogk 



T H E R O y A L SLAVE. 257 

gentlemen of the country going on board, to demand 
-thofe lots of flaves they had already agreed on ; and, 
^mongft thofe, the overfecrs of thofe plantations where 
I then chanced to be ; the captain, who had given the 
word, ordered his men to bring up thofe noble flaves in 
fetters, whom I have fpoken of; and having put them, 
fbme in one, and fome in other lots, with women and 
children, (which they call Pickaninies) they fold them 
off as flaves to feveral merchants and gentlemen ; not 
putting any two in one lot, becaufe they would feparatc 
them far from each other ; nor daring to truft them to- 
;gether, left rage and courage ihould put them upon 
contriving fome great iiftion, to the ruin of the colony*. 

Oroonoko was iirft feized on, and fold to our over- 
seer, who. had the firftlot^ with feventeen more of all 
•forts and fizes, but not one of quality with hin\. When 
he faw this, he found what they ftieant ; for, as I faid, 
he underftood Englilh pretty well; and being wholly 
^unarmed and defencelefs, ib as it was in vain to make 
'any refifta'nce, he only beheld the captain with a look 
^11 fierce and difdainful, upbraiding him with eyes 
ihat forced blufhes on his guilty cheeks ; and cried, ii> 
palling over the fide of the fhip. Farewell, fir, 'tis 
Avorth my fufFerings to gain fo true a knowledge, both 
jofyou, and of your gods, by whom you fwear. And 
defiring thofe that held him to forbear their pains, and 
telling them he would make no refiftance, he cried. 
Come, my fellow-Haves, let ns defcend, and fee if we 
can meet with more honour and hbnefty in the next 
world we fhall touch upon. So he nimbly leapt into 
the boat, and fhewing no more concern, fuffered him- 
felf to be rowed up the river, with his, feventeen com- 
panions. 

The gentleman that bought him, was a young Cor- 
nifh gentleman, whofe name was Trefry ; a man of 
great wit and learning, and was carried into thofe 

parts by the lord Governor^ to manage all his 

affairs. He refle^ng on the laft words of Oroonoko to 
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the captain, and beholding the richnefs of his vt&, no 
fooner came into the boat, but he fixed his eyes on him ; 
and finding fomething extraordinary in his face, his 
fhape and mien, a greatnefs of look, and haughtinefs 
in his air, and that he (poke Englifh, had a mind to 
enquire into his quality and fortune ; which, though 
Oroonoko endeavoured to hide, by only confefling he 
was above the rank of common (laves, Trefry foon found 
he was yet fomething greater than he confefled ; and 
from that moment began to conceive fo vaft an efteem 
for him, that he ever after loved him as his brother, 
and fhewed him all the civilities due to fo great a man. 
Trefry was a very good mathematician, and a lin- 
guifl ; could fpeak French and Spanifti ; and in the 
three days they remained in the boat, (for fo long were 
they going from the fhip to the plantation) he enter- 
tained Oroonoko fo agreeably with his art and difcourfe, 
that he was no lefs pleafed with Trefry, than he was 
with the prince ; and he thought himfelf, at leaft, for- 
tunate in this, that iince he was a ilave, he had a man 
of fuch excellent wit and parts for a mafter. So that 
before they had fi nifhed their voyage up the river, he 
made no fcruple of declaring to Trefry all his fortunes, 
and mofl part of what I have here related, and put 
himfelf wholly into the hands of his new friend, who he 
found refented all the injuries that were done him, and 
was charmed with the greatnefs of his aftions; which 
were recited with fuch modefty, and delicate fenfe, as 
wholly fubdued him to his intcreft. And he promifed 
him, on his word and honour, if he v/ould find the 
means, to re-conduft him to his own country again ; 
ailuring him, he had a perfect abhorrence of fo difho- 
nourable an adlion; and that he would fooner have 
died, than have been the author of fuch a perfidy. He 
found tlie prince was very much concerned to know 
what became of his friends, and how they took their 
flavery ; and Trefry promifed that he ftiould have an 
account of them. . 

Though, 
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Though, as Oroonoko afterwards faid, he had little 
reafon to credit the words of a Backearary * ; yet he 
knew not why, but he faw a kind of iincerity in the face 
of Trefry ; he faw honefty in his eyes, and found him 
wife and fenfible enough to underiland honour : for it 
was one of his maxims, A man of genius could not be a 
knave or villain. 

In their paffage up the river, they put in at fevcral 
houies for refrefhment; and ever when they landed, 
numbers of people would flock to behold this man : 
not but their eyes were daily entertained with, the fight 
of flaves ; but the fame of Oroonoko was gone before 
him, and all the people were in admiration of his 
beauty. Befides, he had a rich habit on, in which he. 
was taken, fo different from the reft, and which the 
captain could not ftrip him of, becaufe he was forced to 
furprife his perfon in the minute he fold him. When 
he found his habit made him liable, as he thought, to 
be gazed at the more, he begged Trefry to give h'm 
fomcthing more befitting a flave; wh'ich he did, ard 
took off his robes : Neverthelefs, he (ho'J^e through all, 
and his Ofenbrigs (a fort of brown Holland fuit he had 
on) could not conceal the graces of his loo»& and mien ; 
and he had no lefs admirers than When he had his 
dazzling habit on : the royal youth appeared in fpite of 
the flave, and people could not help treating him after 
a different manner, without defigning it. As foon as 
they approached him, they venerated and efteemed him ; 
his eyes infenfibly commanded reipe<3:, and his beha- 
viour infinuated it into every foul. So that there was 
nothing talked of but this young and gallant flave, even 
by thofc who yet knew not thar he was a prince. 

I ought to tell you, that the Chriftians never buy any 
flaves but they give them fome name of their own, their 
native ones being likely very barbarous, and hard to 
pronounce j fo that Mr. Trefry gave Oroonoko th^t of 

• A Chriftian. - 

Cxfar : 
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Caefar ; wKicK name will live in that country as long ki 
that (fcarce more) glorious one of the great Roman : for 
it is mod evident he wanted no part of the peHimal cou- 
rage of that Caefar, and a^led things as xpemorabkj 
had they been done in fome part of the worM repleniihed 
with people and hillorians, that might have g^ven him 
his due. But his misfortune was, to ^11 in an obicure 
world, that allbrded only a female pen to celebrate his 
fame ; though I doubt not but it had lived from others 
endeavours, if the Dutch, who immediately after his 
time took that country, had not killed, baniihed, and 
difperfed all thofe that were capable of giving the world 
this great man's life much better than I have done. 
And Mr. Trefry, who defigned it, died b^ore he be- 
gan it, and bemoaned himfelf for not having undertook 
it in time. 

For the future, therefore, I muft call Oroonoko Casiar ; 
lince by that name only he was known in our Weftem 
World, and by thai name he was received on ihore at 
Parham-houfe, where he was deftined a flave. But if 
the king himfelf (God blefs him) had come aftiore, there 
could not have been greater expectation by the whole 
plantation, and thofe neighbouring ones, than was on 
ours at that time ; and he was received more like a go- 
vernor than a flave: notwithftanding, asthecuftom was, 
theyaffigned him his portion of land, his houfe, and his 
bufinefs in the plantation. But as it was more for form, 
than any defign to put him to his talk, he endured no 
more of the (lave but the name, and remained fome days 
in the houfe, receiving all vifits that were made him, 
with6ut ftirring towards that part of the plantation 
where the negroes were. 

At laft, he would needs go view his land, his houfe, 
and the bufinefs afOgned him. But he no fooner came 
to the houfes of the flaves, which are like a little town 
by itfelf, the negroes all having left work, but they^l 
came forth to behold him, and found he was that prince 
who had, at feverai times, fold moll of them to thcic 

parts; 
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parts ; and from a veneration thpy pay to great men» 
especially if they know them, and from the forprize and 
awe they had at the' fight of him, they all cad theili- 
felves at his feet, cryinig out, in their language, Live» 
O king ! £iong live, O king 1 and killing his feet, paid 
him even divine homage. 

Several Englifh gentlemen were with him, and what 
Mr. Trefiy had told them was here confirmed^ of which 
he himfelf before had no other witnefs tlian Cacfar him- 
felf : but he was infinitely glad to find his grandeur con- 
Jirmed by the adoration of all the flaves. 

Caefar, troubled with their over-joy, and over-cere- 
mony, belbught them to rife, and to receive him a$ 
their fellow-flave ; aifuring them he was no better. At 
which they fet up with one accord a mofl terrible and 
hideous mourning and condoling, which he and the 
Englifh had much ado to appeafe : but at laft thev pre- 
vailed with them, and they prepared all their barbarous 
mufick, and every one killed and drefled fomething of 
his own flock (for every family has their land apart> on 
which, at their leifure-times, they breed all eatable 
things), and clubbing it together, made a moil magni^ 
ficent f upper, inviting their grandee captain, their 
prince, to honour it with his prefence ; which he did, 
and feveral Englifh with him, where they all waited oa 
him, fome playing, others dancing before him all thcj 
time; according to the manners of their feveral nations, 
and with unwearied indufby endeavouring to pleafe and 
delight him. 

While they fat at meat, Mr. Trefry told Caefar, that 
mofi of thefe young flaves were in love with a fine female 
flave, whom they had had about fix' months on their 
land. The prince, who iiever heard the name of love 
without a figh, nor any mention of it without the cu- 
riofity of examining further into that tale, which of all 
difcourfes was mofl agreeable to him, aflced how they 
came to be fo unhappy, as to be all enamoured of one fai^ 
flave? Trefry, who was naturally amorous, and di?- 
VoL. I. M Ughtcd 
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ligMfed to tafk erf" love as well as any body, pYodeedei 
to teil hiito, ^they had the fiiofl charming Black that ever 
^as beheld on thcit plantation, about fiftefen or fixteen 
yeaR old, as he gueffed ; that for his part he had done 
tiothirg but figh for her ever fince (he cafne ; atid that 
ill the white beauties he had feen, never charmed hiia 
To abfolutely as this fine creature had done; arid that 
iio man, of any nation, ever beheld her, that did not 
fall in love with her ; ^nd that flie had all the flaves 
|)erpetually at her feet; and the whole countr>' re- 
ibunded with the fame of Clemene, for fo (faid he) we 
have chriftened her; but Ihe denies us all with fuch a 
noble difdain, that it is a miracle to fee, that (he who 
<an give fuch eternal deflres, fhould herfelf be all ice 
and all unconcern. She is adorned with the moft grace- 
.fill modefty that ever beautified youth ; the foftefl figher 
——that, if (he were capable of love, one would fwear 
fhe languifhed fot fome abfent happy man; and fo re- 
dred, as if (he feared a rape even from the God of Day, 
or that the breezes would flea! kifTes from her delicate 
-mouth. Her ta(k of work, fome fighing lover every 
. day makes it his petition to perform for her; which (he . 
-accepts blufhiftg, and with reluftancy, for fear he will 
jJk her a look for a reconipence, which he dares not pre- 
iume to hope ; fo great an aWe (he ftrikes into the hearts 
•cf her admirers. I do not wonder (replied the prince) 
that Clemene (hould refufe (laves, being, as you fay, 
fo beautiful; but worider how (he efcapes thofe that 
can entertain her as you can do : or why, being your ^ 
ilave, you do net oblige her to yield? I cohfefs (faid 
^Trcfry) when I have, again ft her will, entertained her 
■with love fo long, as to be tranfported with my pa(rion 
<fvcn isbdVe decency, I have been ready to make ute of 
thofe advantages of (Irength and force nature has given 
itoe : but oh ! ihe difarnis me with that modefty and 
•WeepiHg, fo terider and fo moving, that I retire, and 
thank my ftars (he overcamtf^ke. The company laughed 
^his dvility to a ikire, and^far only applauded the 

noblenois 
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■notlenefs of his paflioft and nature, iince that .flave 
might be noble, or, what, was better, have tri;e notions, 
of honour and virtue in, her. Thus pafled they this 
night, after having received from the flaves all ima- 
glnabje refped and obedience. 

The next day,, Trefry aiked Caefar to walk when the, 
heat was allayed, and defignedly carried hini by the cot- 
tage of the fair flave ; ^nd told him, (he whoni he fpoke 
of laft night lived there retired,: But (fays he) I would 
not wifti you to approach ; for I am fure you will be in 
love as foon as yoji behold her. Caefar affured him, he 
was proof againft all the charms of that fex^ and that 
if he imagined his heart could be fo perfidious to love 
again after Imoinda, he believed he fhould tear it from 
his boftm. They had no fooner fpoke, but a little^ 
Ciock-dog, that Clemene had prefented her, which fhe 
took gre^t delight in, ran out ; and (he, not knowing 
any body was there, ran to get it in again, and bolted 
out on thofe who were j^uft fpeaking of her ; - wh^n. 
feeing them, (he would have run in again, but Trefry 
caught her by the hand, and cried, Glemene, however 
you fly a lover, you ought to.pajr fome refpeft to thi* 
ftranger (pointing to Caefar). But fhe, as if fhe had, 
refolved never to raife her eyes to the face of ajmail 
again, bent them the more to the earth when he fpoke^^ 
and gave the prince the leifure to look the inorc at hejr. 
There needed np long gazing, or confideration, to ex^-. 
mine who this fair creatqre was ; he fpon faw Imoinda, 
he faw her /ace, her fh ape, her air, her modeftyj and 
all that called forth his foul vvith joy at his eyes, ajid 
left his body deftitute almoft of life : it ftood without 
motion, and for a minute knew not that it liad a being ; 
and, I believe, he had never come tphimfelf, fo op- 
pjrefTed he was with over-joy, if he had not met with 
this allay, that he perceived I^ioinda fall dead in the 
hands of Trefry. This awakened him, and he ran to 
her $id, and caught her in his arms, where by degre,es 
flie came ta herfelCt and 'tis needlefs to tell wirh what 
M 2 traniportf 
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trail rports, what extafies of joy, they both a while be- 
held each other, without fpcakihg ; then fnatchcd each 
other to their arms ; then gazed again, as if they ftill 
doubted whether they poiTcffed the bleffing they grafp- 
ed : but when they recovered their fpeech, 'tis not to 
be imagined what tender things they exprefTed to each. 
©ther ; wondering what ftrange fate had brought them, 
together.^ They fbon informed each other of 5ieir for- 
tunes, and equally bewailed their fate ; but at the fame 
time they, mutually protefted, that even fetters and 
flavery wei^ foft and eafy, and would be fupported 
with joy and pleafure, while they could be fo happy to 
pofiefs each ether, and to be able to make good their 
vows. Caefar fwore he difdained the empire of the 
world, whik he could behold his Imoinda ; and ihe de- 
ipifed grandeur and pomp, thofe vanities of her fex, 
when ihe could gaze on Oroonoko. He adored the 
very cottage where fhe refided, and faid, that little 
inch of the world would give him more happincfs than 
all the univerfe could do ; and fhe vowed it was a pa- 
lace, while adorned with the prefence of Oroonoko, 

Trefiry was infinitely pleafed to find that Clcmene 
was the fair miftrefs of whom Caefar had before ipoken ; 
and was hot a little fatisfied, that Heaven was fo kind 
to the prince, as to fweeten his misfortunes by fo lucky 
an accident ; and leaving the lovers to themfelves, was 
impatient to come down to Parham-houfe (which was 
fm the fame plantation) to give me an account of what 
had happened. I was as impatient to make thefe lo- 
vers a vifit, having already made a friendfhip with 
Caefar, and from his own mouth learned what I have 
related ; whicli was confirmed by his Frenchman, who 
was fct on Ihore to feek his fortune, and of whom they 
could not make a flave, becaufe a chriftian : and he 
came daily to Parham-hiil to fee and pay his'refpefts to 
his pupil prince. So that intereiling myfelf in all that 
related to Cafar, whom I had aiTured of liberty as foon 
»s the governor arrived, J hafted prefently to the place 

where 
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wTiere thefe lovers Were, and was infinitely glad to Und 
this beautlfal young flave (who had already gained our 
cfteem, for her modiily and extraordinary prettinefs) to 
be the fame I had heard Caefar fpeak fo much of. One 
may imagine ' then we pidd her a treble refpefl ; arid 
the* from her being carved in fine flowers and birds 
over her body, we took her to be of quality before, yet 
when we knew Ckmene was Imoinda, we could not 
chough admire her. 

I had forgot to tel! you, that thofe who are nobfy 
b^rn of that country, are fo delicately cut -and raifed 
ail over the fore-part of the trunk of their bodies, 
that it looks as if it were japanned, the works being 
raifed like high point round the edges o( the flowers. 
Some are only carved with a little flower, or bird, at 
the ades of the temples, as was Caefar ; and thofe who 
are io carved over tiie b:xi7, refemble our ancient Pi*:l» 
that are figured in the Chronicles; but thefe caivings 
are more delicate*. 

From that happy c^y Caslar took Clemcne for his 
wife, to the general joy of all people ; and there waa 
as much magnificence as the country could afford at the 
celebration of this wedding : and in a very fhort tim? 
after fhe conceived with child, which made Caefar even 
adore her, knowing he was the lall of his great raceV 
This new accident made him more impatient of liberty, 
and he was every day treating with Trefry for his and 
Clemene's liberty, and offered either gold, or a vail ' 
quantity of flaves, which fhould be paid before they 
let him go, provided he could have any fecurity that he 
Ihould go when his ranfom was paid. They fed him 
from day to day witli promifes, and delayed him till 
the lord governor fhould come j fo that he began- to* 
fufpeft them of falihood, and diat they would delay 
him till the time of his wife's delivery, and make a 
flave of the child too ; for all the breed is theirs to 
whom the parents belong. This thought made him. 
very uneafy, and his fullehnefs gave thear Come jea- 
M 3 lou£e» 
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loufies of jilm ; fo that I was obliged, by fame perfbas 
who feared a mutiny (which is very fatal fometimes in 
thofe colonics that abound fo with flaves, that th€y ex- 
ceed the whites in vafl numbers), to difcourie with 
Ca^rar, and to give him all the iatisf^flion I poifibly 
could: They kn^w lie arid Ciemene were fcarce ait^ 
hour iri a day from my lodgings ; that they eat with 
'me, and that I obliged them in all things I was ca-» 
pable. I 'entertained them with the lives of the Ro- 
mans, arid great men, which charjiied him to my com- 
pany ; and her, with teaching her all the pretty works 

' that I was iniftrefs of, and telling her flories of nuns, 
and endeavouring to bring her to the knowledge of the 
true God.. Thefe converfations fo well diverted him, 
that he. liked the company of us women much abovc^ 
the men, for he could not drink, and he is but an ill 
tompanion in that country *that cannot. So that 

', obliging him to love us very well, we had all the li- 
berty of fpeech with hira^ eljpecialJy myielf, whom he 
called his great mifirefs; and indeed my "ivord would 
go a great way with him. For thefe rc^^foa^ Ihadop^ 
portunity to take notice to him, that he was not well 
' pieafcd of late, as h^.nfed to be ; was more netired jgmd 
thoughtful; and told him, I took it ill he Ihouid fuf- 
pe^t.we wo^ld break bur words v/itii him, pvA noj per- 
mit fcoth him and Ciemene to return to his own king* 
dom, which was not fo long away, but when he was 
once on his voyage he would quickly arrive there. He 
made me fome anfwers tliat fiiewed a doubt, which 
made me afk, what advantage it would be to doubt ? 

,- It wouid but give us a fear of him, and poffibly compel 
IIS to treat him fo as 1 fhould be very loth to behold j 
that is, it might occafion his confinement. Perhaps 
this was not fo luckily fpoke of me, for I perceived he 
refented that word, which I flrove to foften again in 

' vain : however, he affured me, that whatfoever refo- 
lutiofts he fliould take, he would aft nothing upon the 
white jpeople ; and as for myfelf, and thofe upon that 

, plantatioa 
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pUntaticai where he was> he would fooaer forfeit his 
eternal liberty, and life itfelf, than lift his hand ag^-ipft 
liis greateft engmy on that place. He befotfgH* me. Jo 
tuffer no fears upon his account, for he could dp no- 
thing that honour fhould not didlate j, l^ut he. acgufed 
hitofelf for having fu/Fered- flavery fo long.; ye^t he 
charged that weaknefs on love alone, who was.^apable 
of making him negled even glory itfelf j and for 
lyiich now he reproached hinjfelf every ntpment of th* 
day. Much more to this effedl he Ipoke, with an W 
impatient enough to make me know he jyould not ^)e. 
long in bondage J and tho- he fu^eredonly the nan\e^pf 
a iSave^ and had nothing of the toil an^ labour of one> 
yet that wa!s fuiScient to render him uiieafy ; and, he 
]|ad been too long idle> wiiq ufed tp .he al^^p in. 
ii^tif^^if an4 ia arms.. He ka4 a.fpirii all roug^ and 
' '^rce^ and that could nol be taxied ,tplj^y ^eil;: and 
*dlO*.all'<^ were iffii to ei^rciife Jujp^felf in f»ichr 

^^60 anidrfports as tl^ world affp^derfi^ as running, 
^^eftling, pitching the baj^ himtii>g and. fi!^ij^» c]ucing 
5ad inning, tygers of a pip^nftre^'s ;'fi3^5, vijhiqh this cwr 
^.^ttil^^nj^f' affords in a&i:jidai>G^j arid wonderful fnakjs, 
''iii9% ^ Abx^iider is repor^d. to feave jencQuntered jat 
"die;river gf A^mazpns, winch C^su? tqpk greaf <feUgHfe 
t^^9\^C0ime; yet thefe wgre |iot a^A^^ gfeat enpugk 
/ia^^h]^J^fge foul, wjiich wa> i^ii panting after mors* 
x^iiowned ^(ptioijs. 

tiefore J parted tfeat ds^y with Wn^, I got, with miick 
*^» a grpniife from him to ye,il yet a little longecwith* 
gjgLtience, ^lid wait the, cgmCpgof th<? lord govempr^ 
wi6,^a$ every day e^pe^ed on, our ihcffe. He affuped. 
mehew^ld, a^dthis,ptori^'ifsht,defviQi mp toifnow 
^a$ given pcjfe6lly in 'QE>n)pl4ifajac^ to me* in whom he 
had an entire confidence, [ , ,,. 

After this, I neither thoQgiLt it VoQvemept to tatvtSt, 
h^m. much out of pur vieiy^ nor 4i$^ the cc»ih^> w^o 
feared him ; but with OQjp a^ccard it was advifed to treat 
him fairly j^ and oblige ^im . to, reiiiain within fuch m. 
compafs, and thathe ihc^ld bB^perxaitted^ as:&ldpma& 
M. 4 ^iCOul> 
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could be, to go up to the plantations of the negroes ; 
cur, if he did, to be accompanied by fome that ihouli. 
be rather, in appearance, attendants than fpies. This 
care was for feme time taken, and Cxfar looked upoi^ 
it as a mark of extraordinary re^eft, and was glad his' 
difcontent had obliged them to be more obfervant to 
him. He received new aflurance from the overfcer^ 
which was confirmed to him by the opinion of ail the 
gentlemen of the country, who made their court to 
him. During this time" that we had his company more 
frequently than hitherto we had, it may not be un- 
pleafant to relate to you the divcrfions we entertained 
him with, or rather he us. 

My ftay was to be fhort in that country ; becaufe my 
father died at fea, and never arrived to poiTefs the 
honour designed him, (which was lieutenant-general of 
^x and thirty idands, befides the continent of Surinam) 
ncr the advantages he hoped to reap by them : fb that 
tliough v/e were obliged to continue on our voyage, we 
4id not intend to ftay upon the place. Though, in a 
wokI, I muft fay thus much of it ; that certainly had 
hio; late- majefty, of facred memory, but feen and known 
what a vafl and charming world he had been maftei' of 
in that continent, he would never have parted fo eafily 
with it to the Dutch. 'Tis a continent, whofe vafl ex- 
tent was never yet known, and may contain more noble 
earth than all the univerfe befide; for, they fay, it 
3SBaches' front eaft to weft one way as far as China, and 
another to Peru. It affords all things, both for beauty^* 
attd ufe; 'tis there .eternal Ipring, always the veryc 
months of April, May, and 'June ; the fhades are per- 
petuali the trees bearing at once all degrees of leaves, 
sind. fruit, from blooming buds to npe autumn : groves 
of oranges, lemons, citrons, figs, nutmegs, and noble 
aromaticks, continually bearing their fragancies : the 
terces appearing all like nofegays, adorned with flowers 
of different kinds; fome are all white, fome purple, 
fi>me fcarlct, fome blue, fome yellow ; bearing at tl\e 
feme time. ripe firait, and blooming yoUng, or pro- 
' ^' ducinj 
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dudng .every day new. The very wood of all" dipfe* 
trees has an intrinlic value, above common timber y fur 
they are, when cut, of different colours, glorious td. 
behold, and bear a price confiderable, to inlay withal • . 
Be&des this, they yield rich bahn, and gums ; fa that 
we niake our candles of fuch an aromatic fiibflance, as 
does not only give a fufficient light, but as they burn, 
they caft their perfumes all about.. Cedar is the com- 
mon firing, and all the houfes are built with it. The 
very meat we eat, when (et on the table, i£ it be na- 
tive, I mean of the country, perfumes the whole room ;^ 
efpecially a little beaft called an Armadillo, a thin^ 
which I can liken to nothing fo well as a Rhinoceros j 
'tis all in white armour, fo jointed, that itnwves as; 
well in it, as if it had nothing on : This beaff is about 
the bignefs of a pig of fix weeks old. But it were end- 
lefs to give an account of all the divers wonderful and 
flrange things that country affords, and which he toolc 
a great delight to go in (earch of; tko' thoTe adventurey 
i are oftentimes fatal, and at leafl dangerous. But while 
we had Casfar in our company on thefe deiigns, we: 
feared irt) harm, nor fulFered any. 

As foon as I came into the country, the bell houfe in 
it was prefented me, called St. John's Hill : It flood ba 
a vaft rock 6f white marble, at the foot of which, die 
river ran a vaft depth down, atid not to be defcended 
on that fide ; the little waves fl^l daftiing^ ami wafhrng- 
the foot of this rock, made the f€>fteft murmurs and. 
purlings in the world; and the oppofi^e bank was 
adorned with fuch vaft quantities of different flowers: 
eternally blowing, and every day and hour new, fenced 
behind them with lofty trees o^' a thoafand rare forms- 
and colours, that the profpeft was the .moil ravifhing^ 
that fancy can create. On the edge of this white rock, 
towards- the river, was a walk, or grove, of oranga anct 
lemon-trees, about half the length of the Mall here, 
whofe flowery and fruit-bearing branches met at the 
top, and hindered .the (an, whofc rays are very fierc* 
M 5 thercji 
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there^ from entering a beam into the g^ove ; an4 the 
cool air thatNcame from the river, made it not only fit 
tp entertain people in, at all the hotteit hours of day, 
bat refreflied the bloffoms, and made it always fweet 
and charming ; and fure the whole globe of the world 
cannot flicw fo delightful a place as this grove Was : not 
all the gardens of boafted Italy can produce a ihade to 
outvie this, which nature had joined with art to render 
fo exceeding fine ; and it is a marvel to fee how foch 
vaft trees, as big as Englilh oaks, cOuld take footing, 
on fo folid a rock, and in fo little earth as covered that 
rock : but all things by nature there are rare, delight- 
ful, and won3erful. But to our fports. 

Sometimes we would go furprifing, and in (earch of 
jyoiiBg tygers in their dens, watching when the old one* 
.went fkxrth to forage for prey ; oftentimes we have been 
i]^ great danger, and have fled apace for our lives, when, 
farpriled by the dams. But once,^ alcove all other times, 
we went op this de%n, and Casfar was with as ; wha 
had no fboner fblen a young tyger from her neft*, but ' 
going oiF, we encountered the dam, bearing a buttock 
of a cow, which (he had torn off with her mighty paw,, 
and going with it towards her den : we had only four« 
women, 'Cseiar and an Englifh gentleman, brother to' 
Harty Martin the great Oliverian ; we found there^ 
was no efcaping this enraged and ravenous beaft. How- 
ever, we women fled as fafl,as v^ could from it; but 
our heels had not faved our lives, if Ca^far had not laid 
down her enb, when he found the tyger quit her prey to 
make the more fpeed towards him ; afid taking Mr.. ' 
|tf artin^s fword, deiired him to ftand afide, or follow the 
ladies.. He obey'd him ; and Ciefar met this monftrous 
beail: of mighty fize, and vaft limbs, who came with 
^eajaws upon him; and fixing hb awful flem eyes. 
frU upon thoie of the beaflr, and putting himfelf intoa 
iwry fteady and good aiming pofture of defiance, ran his . 
firord quite through her breafl, down to her very heart,. 
IwmetothehiJitof thefword,. TJie dying beaftlbrctched. 

•oot^ 
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Oiut her pa^y, and going to grafp his tliigk, furprifed . 
with deatih in that very momlsnt, did him no other harm 
than fixing her long nails in his- flefh very deep^ feebly 

-'wounded him, but could not grafp the flefli to tear o^ 
any. When he had done this, he halloeed to us to- 
return ; which, after fome aflurance of his vi£tofy, we*^ 
did, and found him lugging out the fword from the 
bofom ofthe tyger, who was laid in her blood on the 
ground. He took up the cub, and with an unconcern 
that liad nothing of the joy or "gladnofs of viftory, he • 
came and laid the whelp at my feet. We all wondered 
at his daring, and at the bighefs of the beaft, /which * 
was about the height of an heifer, but of mighty great: 
and ftrong limbs. 

Another tim^, being in the woods, he killed ^ tyger, , 
that had long infcfted that part, and born away, abun- 
dance of fheep and oxen, and other things thB.t were for - 
the fupport of thofe to whom they belonged. Abun- 
dance of people affailed this bcaft, fome affirming they • 
had (hot her with fever al bullets quite through the body, 
at feveral times ; and fome fwearing they had Ihot her 
through the very heart ; and* they believed fhte was a^. 
devil, rather than a mortal thihg, Csefar had often . 
faid,.he had. a mind to encounter .this monfler, andr. 
<]^oke with feveral gentlemen who had attempted her 5 

".one crying, I (hot her with fo many poifoned arrows,^ 
ahother with his gun in this part of her> and another in ; 
that ; fo that he remarking all the places where flie was 
Ihot, fancied ftill he fibould overcome her, by giving her 
another fort of a wound, than* any had yet done;*and_ 
one day faid (at the table) What trophies and garlands, 
ladies, will you make me, if I bring you home- the hearti 
of this- ravenous beaft, thjit eats up all your lambs audi 
pigs ? — We all promifed he (hould be .rewarded^ at X)ux 
hands. So taking a bow, which hechofe out of a great 
many, he went into the wood, with two gentlemen, 
wheye he imagined this devourer to be. They had not 
I«iffcd very far into4t, bat-they hcarda voice, growling 
W-6 and: 
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and grumbling, as if ihe were pleafed with fomeMng, 
fhe wa5 doing. When they came in view, they found her 
muzzling in the belly of a new killed iheep, which fhe 
had torn open ; and feeing herfelf approached, (he took. 
fyH hold of her prey with her fore paws,, and caft a very 
fierce raging look on Casfar, without ofi^ring to ap- 
proach him, for fear at the fame time of loiing what fhe 
had in pofTeiTion ; fo that. Cxfar remained a good while, . 
only taking aim, and getting an opportunity to ihoot 
her where he deiigned. 'Twas feme time be£^re he 
could accomplifh it ; and to wound her, and not kill 
her» would but have enraged her the more, and en- 
cUngerecl him. He had a quiver of arrows at his fide> 
fo that if one failed, lie could be fupplied : at lail, re- 
tiring a little, he gave her opportunity to eat, for he 
found fhe was ravenous, and fell to as foon as fhe faw 
him retire, being more eager of her prey, than of doing 
new mifchiefs ; when he going foftly to one fide of her, 
9^d hiding his perfon behind certain herbage, that grew 
high and thick, he took fo good aim, that^ as he in> 
tended, he fhot her juft into the eye, and the arrow was 
ibnt with fo^good a will, and fo fure a hand, tliat it fluck 
in her brain, and made her caper, and become madfpr 
sL moment or two ; but being feconded by another jstf- 
rbw, fhe fell dead upon the prey. Caefar cut her open 
with a knife, to fee where thofe wounds were that had 
been reported to him, and why fhe did not die of them. 
But I fhall now relate a thing that, pofUbly, will find no 
credit among men ; becaufe 'tis a notion commonly re- 
ceived with us> that nothing can receive a wound in the 
heart and live : but when the heart of this courageous 
apjmal was taken out, there were feven bullets of lead 
iih^t, the wound Teamed up with great fears, and fhe 
livvd with the bullets a great while, for it was long fince 
they were (hat : this heart the conqueror brought up to 
us, and it was a very great curiofity, which all the country 
came to fee ; and which gave Ciefaroccafion tO difcourfe. 
•f accidents ini war, and iixange efcapes. ^ , 
. . • • At 
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' At other times he would go a filhing ; and difcour- 
fing on that diverfion, he found we had in tliat country 
a very ftrange filh, called a numb-eel, (an eel of which. 
I- hare eaten) that while it is alive > it has a quality ib 
coid, that thofe who are angling, though with a line of 
<?ver fo great a length, with a rod at the end of it, it 
(hall in the fame minute the bait is touched by this eel, 
fi^ize him or her that holds the rod with a numbnefs, 
that ihall deprive him of fenie for a while ; and fome 
have fallen into the water, and others dropped as dead, 
on the banks of the rivers where they ftoQd, as foon as 
this fiih touches tlie bait. Caefar ufed to laUgh at this, 
and believed it impoilible a man could lofe his force at 
the touch of a fifh ; and could not underfland that philo- 
ibphy, that a cold quality fhould be of that nature ; 
however, he had a' great curiofity to try whether it 
Wodld have the fame efFeft on him it had on others, and 
often tried, but in vain. At laft, the fought-for £fh 
came to the bait, as he flood angling on the bank ; 
and inftead of throwing away the rod, or giving it a 
fudden twitch out of the water whereby he might have 
caught both the eel, and have difmiffed the rod, before 
it cou&i have too much power over him ; for experi- 
ment*s-fake, he graiped it bat the harder, and fainting, 
fell into the river ; and being ftill poffefled of the rod, 
the tide carried him, fenfelefs as he was, a great way, 
till an Indian boat took him up ; and perceived when: 
they touched him, a numbnefs feize them, and by that 
knew the rod was in his hand ; which with a paddle, 
(that is a (hort oar) they (buck away, and fnatched 
it into the boat, eel and all. If Caefar was almoft 
dead, with the efFeft of this fifh, he was more fa 
with that of the water, and they found they had 
much ado to bring- him back to life; but at laft 
they did, and brought him home, where he was in 
a. few hours well recovered and refrefhed, and not 
a, little afhamed to find he fliould be overcome by 
adH eel,, and that all the people who heard his defiance,. 

would 
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would laugh at him. But we cheered him up ; and he 
being convinced* we had the. eel at fttpper, which was^ 
at quarter of an ell about, imd mod: delicate meat ; and 
was of the more value, iince it cofL fo dear, as almoil^ 
the life of fo gallant a mam 

Aboat this time we were in many mortal fears^ about 
fome difpotes the Englifh had with the Indiana ; fo that 
we could fcarce trail ourfeives, without great numbers,, 
to go to any Indian towns,- or place where they abode, 
fpr fear they fhould fall upon us, as they did imme- 
diately after my coming away $»- and the place being in. 
the poifeffionr of the Dntch, they ufed them not fo civilly 
as the Englifh ; fo that they cat in pieces all they could, 
take, getting into houfes, and hanging. up the mother,, 
and all her children about her ; and cut a footman I left. 
behind me all in joints, and nailed him to trees.' 

This feud began while I was there; fo that I lofb: 
half the fatis&diou I propofed,. in feeing and viiiting^ 
the Indian towns. But one day, bemoaning our mis- 
fortunes, upon. this, account, Gaefar told us, we need not 
fear, for if we had a mind to go, he would undertake* 
to be our guard. Some would, but moft would. not 
adventure : about eighteen of us refolved, and -took 
barge ; and after eight days, arrived near an Indian 
town : but^ approaching it, the hearts of fome of 
our company failed, and they would not venture on., 
fhore ; fo we polled, who would, arid who would not* 
Eor my part, I faid, if Caefar wodd, Ivvould go. He ^ 
refolved; fo did my brother^ and my woman, a maid- 
, of good coiu-age. Now none of us fpeaking- the lan- 
guage of- the people, and imagining we fhould have 
a half diveriion in gazing, only ; and not knowing wh^t. 
they faid, we took a fiiberman that lived at the mouth-i 
of the river, who had been a long inhabitant there,, 
and obliged him to go with us: but becaufe he was 
known to the Indians, as trading among them, and* 
being, by long living there, becomfc a perfeift Indian- 
in colour, we,, who had a mi^d.to furprife them, by 

making 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



THE ROYAL SLAVE. z^i 

making them fee fomething they never had fecn, (that 
is^ white peopl?) refolved only myfelf, my brother. an4 
\yoncian fiiould go: fo Casfar, the fiiberm aii> and the 
r«(l^ hiding behind feme thick reed^ and Aqv/trs lt^a(i 
gpew in the, banks, l^t us pafs on towards the town«( 
which was on the ba^k of. the river all along^ A U^tl^ 
diftant from^the houfes, or huts, we faw £>nie dancing,^ 
ciSthprs^ bulled in fetching and carrying of water frpn^i the; 
river. They had no fooner fpied uf , ; but they fet up s^ 
loud cry, that frighted us at iirft : we thougjbt it had 
been for thole that Ihould, kill us, but it feems it was^of 
wonder and amazement.. They were all. naked ; and. 
we were drcffed fo as is moll co^n^ode for the hot, 
countries, very glittering and rich ; fo that we appeared 
extremely fine ; my own hair was cut lhoi:t, and I had, 
a taffety cap, with black feathers on my head; my, 
brother was io a lluff-fuit, with filver lopps^and button^ 
smd abundance of green ribbc(ti. This was all infinitely, 
furpriling to them, and becaule we faw them fla(id fUll 
till we approached them, Vfe took heart and advanced^ 
came up to them, and oiF^^d them our,hands ; which; 
the^ took, and looked on us round ^bout, calling ililL 
ior more company ; wjio came (warming out, all won- 
dering, and crying out Tepceme,|i taking their hair up 
4i> their hand§, and fpreading it wide ^to thofe they 
^led out to ; as if they woald fay (as indeed it fignified), 
Hjimberlefs wonders, or not to b^ recounted^ no more, 
than to number the hair of their h^ads. By degrees they 
grew more bold, and from gazing upon us round, they 
touched us, laying their hands upon all the &ature8f>v 
of our faces, feeling our breaHs and arms, taking.. 
up ^le petticoat, then wondering to fee another ;. ad-; 
n^iring our Ihoes and ItQckings, but more oqr garters^, 
w^ich we gave them> and they tied about their legs,. 
b(^zng laced with fiiver-Iace at the ends ; for they mvLch 
^e^eem any fliining things. In fine,, we fufFered t)iejOL. 
tQ furvey us as they pleafed, and we thought they w^uld 
a^ver' haye dpne adagidfig uik WJiea paefiir aod^the « 

xttt 
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reft faw wc were recei/ed with fuch wonder, they came 
up to us ; and finding the Indian trader whom they 
knew, (for it is by thefe fiihermen, called Indian 
traders, we hold a commerce with them ; for they lo\e 
BOt to go far from home, , and we never go to them) 
when they faw him therefore, they fet up a new joy, 
and cried in their language. Oh, here's our Tiguamy, 
and we ftiall know whether thofe things can fpeak. So 
advancing to him, fome of them gave him their handa, 
and cried, Amora Tiguamy ; which is as much as,. 
How do you do ? or. Welcome, friend ; and all, with 
one din, began to gabble to him, and afked, if we had 
ienfe>and wit? if we could talk of affairs of life and 
war, as they could do ? if we could hunt, fwim, and 
do a thoufand things they ufe ? — He anfwered them we 
could. Then they invited us into their houTes, and 
dreiled venifon and buffalo for us; and going out,, 
gathered a leaf of a tree, called a Sarumbo leaf, of fix 
yards long, and fpread it on the ground for-a table- 
cloth : and cutting another in pieces, inftead of pJates> 
fet us on little low Indian ftools, which they cut off one 
entire piece of wood, and paint in a fort of japanned- 
work. They ferve every one their mefs on thefe pieces 
©f feaves ; and it was^cry good, but too high-feafoned 
wi'Ji pepper. When "we had cat, my brother and I 
took oat our flutes, and played to them, which gave 
them new wonder; and I foon perceived, by an admi- 
ration that is natural to thefe people, and by the exr 
treme ignorance and fimplicity of them, it were not 
difficult to ellablifli any unknown or extravagant religion 
among them, and to impofe any notions or fidions upon 
them. For feeing a kinfman of mine fet fome paper 
oji fire with a burniiig-glafs, a trick they had never 
before (eeh, they were like to have adored him for a 
god, and begged he would give them the charafters or 
figures of his name, that they might oppofe it again ft 
winds and ftorms : which he did, and they held it up 
in thoie feaibns, and fancied ij had a charm tO conquer 

theiB^ 
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them, and kept it like a holy relique. They are very 
fuperftitious, and called him the great Peeie, that is. 
Prophet. They ihewed us their Indian Peeie, a youth 
of about iixteen years old, as handfome as nature could 
make a man. They confecrate a beautiful youth from 
his infancy, and all arts are ufed to compleat him in the 
fineft manner, both in beauty and fhape : he is bred ta 
all the little arts and cunning they are capable of; to all 
the legerdemain tricks, and Height of hand, whereby 
he impofes on the rabble ; and is both a dodlor in phy- 
ficand divinity; ail b/ thsfe trick> raik; the fick. 
believe he fome times eafes their pains, by drawing from 
the aHlidted part little ferpents, or odd flies, or wowns, 
or any ftrange thing ; and though they have befidea 
undoubted good remedies for almofl all their difeafes^ 
they cure the patient more by fancy than by medicines, 
and make themfelves feared, loved, and reverenced. 
This young Peeie had a very young wife, who feeing 
my brother kifs her, came running and killed me. 
After this they kiffed one another, and made it a very' 
great jeft, it being fa novel ; and new admiration and* 
laughing went round the multitude, that they never will 
forget that ceremony, never before lifed or known. 
Caefar had a mind to fee and talk with their war-captains, . 
imd we were condufted to one of their houfes, where 
we beheld feveral of the great captains, who had been 
at council : but fo frightful a vifion it was to fee them, 
no fancy can create; no fad dreams can reprefent fo 
dreadful a fpeftacle. For my part, I took them for 
Jiobgoblins, or fiends, rather than nien. But however 
their fhapes appeared, their fouls were very humane 
and noble; but fome wanted their liofes, fome their 
lips, fome both nofes and lips, fome their ears, and 
others cut through each cheek, with long flafhes, 
through which their teeth appeared : they had feveral 
other formidable wounds and fciars, or rather difmem- 
berings. They had comitia's or little aprons before 
them ; and girdles of cotton, with their knives naked 
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ftuck in it ; a bow at their back^ and a quiver of ar- 
rows on their thighs ; and moft had feathers on their 
htads of divers colours. They cried Amora Tiguamy" 
to us, at our entrance, and were pleafed we faid as 
much to them : they feated us, and gave us drink oF 
the beft fort, and wondered as much as the others had 
done before, to fee us. Caefar was marvelling as muclt. 
*at their faces, wondering how they mould be all fa 
v/ounded in war ; he was impatient to know how they 
all came by thofe frightful marks of rage or •malic^;^ 
father than wounds got in noble battle : they told by 
our interpreter, that when any war was waging, two 
men chofen out by fome old captain whofe fighting was 
paft, and who Could only teach the theory of \Var, wpre* 
tb il^nd in competition for the generalship, "^or great 
%fraf-captain ; and being brou^t before thQ old judges^ 
tfovvpaft labour, tKey. are a(ked',W 
they' are w'orthy to lead an army 
afr'ed, making no ttply^ cuts oi 
It doritemptiwy dh the ground 
Something to' himfelf that he 

/ajfid ' pdrl^^ys deprives himfelf < i 

thejr fialh on till one gives out : 
this debate. And 'tis by a palfr 
jn-ove their adivity, a fort of 
li^ applauded by our black hen 
pre/Ted his e&eem of them. ' 

In this voyage Caefar begat fo good an underfl-andmg 
between the Indians and the Ehglifh, that there were 
no more fears or heart-burnings during, our flay, bur 
we had a. perfeft, open, and free trade with them,. 
Tilany things remarkable, and \y6^thy reciting, we met: 
with in this fliort voyage ; bccaufe Casfar made it his- 
bufmels to fearcli out and provide for our entertainment, 
especially to pleafe his dearly adored Inu)inda,. who was. 
a fharer in all our adventures ; we b^ng refplved to 
make her chains as eaTy as we could, and to compliment 
the prince in that manner that moft obliged hinu 
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As we were coming up again^ we met with (orae la- 
^ians of fbange aipe£l:s ; that is, of a larger fize,, and 
other fort of features, than thofe of our couiitry. Oar 
Indian flaves, that rowed us, afked them Tome quef- 
dons ; but they could not underhand us, but fhewed 
us a long cotton firing, with feveral knots on it, ^nd 
"told us, ^ they had been coming from the mountains (o 
many moons as there were knots : they were, habited in 
(kins of aflrange beaft, and brought along with theiu 
'bags of gold dufl ; which, as well as they could give 
us to underftand, came ftreaming in little fraall chan- 
nels down. the high mountains, when the rains fellj 
and offered to be the convoy to any body, or perfons, 
that would go to the mountains* We carried thife ipea 
up to Parham, where they were kept till thp. lord go- 
vernor came': And becaufe all the cot^try w^s.mad 
to be going on this golden ^venture, thegoyejaor^. by 
his letters, commanded (for they fent fojpc^e of the gold 
to him) th^t a guard Hiould be kt at the mputjioCthc 
river of Amazons (a river fo called^ aimoft^^ broad a$ 
the river of Thames) and prohibited all people from 
going tip t;hat riveo it conducing to thofe |Bouataiu8 
of gold. But we going off for ^ngUtKd,\>k{QTp .the 
projeft was further profccuted, and the gpycn^or hung 
drowned Jn a hurricane, either the de%^ dij^^, or thjC 
"Dutch have the advantage of it': and it is to be bemoaa- 
^d what his majelly loft, by loiing that part of Aipcjcic^* 

Though this digrefiion is a little froni my ilpry, bovv- 
cver, fince it contains fome proofs of tlje curi^ofity and 
daring of this great man, I waa contept to omit nothing 
of his charaililer.. 

It was thus for fome time we diverted him i but now 
Imoinda began to (hew flie v/as with chil<J, ai^d did no* 
thing i>ut figh and weep for the captivity of her lord^^, 
herielf, ^ad the infant yet unborn j and believed, if it 
were .To hard to gain the liberty of two,, it would b^ 
more dilFicult to get that for three. Her griefs were.fo 
many darts in the g^reat heart of Cafar, and taking hi$ 
. , opportunity^^ 



Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



2<o O R O O JJ O K O: oit, 

opportunity, one Sunday, when all the Whites weie 
overtaken in drink, as there were abundance of feveral 
trades, and flaves for four years, that inhabited among 
the Negro houfes ; and Sunday being their day of dc-^ 
bauch, (otherwife they were a fort of fpies upon Caefar) 
he went, pretending out of goodnefs to them, to feaii 
among them, and fent alt his mufick, and ordered .a 
great treat for the whole gang, about three hundred 
negroes, and about an hundred and fifty were able to 
bear arms, fuch as they had, which were fufficieht to 
do execution, with fpirits accoydingly : for the EnglilR 
had none but rufty fwords, that no ftrength could drav 
from a fcabbard ; except the people of particular qua- 
lity, who took care to oil them, and keep them in good 
order. The guns alfa, unlefs here and thei-e one, or 
thofe newly brought from England, would do no good 
or harm; for *^tis the nature of that country to mil and 
eat up iron, or any metals but gold and filver. And 
they are very expert at the bow, which the Negroes and 
Indians are perfeft mailers of, 

Caefar, having fingled out thefc men from the women 
and children, made an harangue to them, of the mife* 
rie? and ignottiinies of flavery; counting up all their 
toils and fnfferings, under fuch loads, burdens and 
drudgeries, a^ were fitter for beafts than men ; fenfeleis 
brutes, than human fouls. He told them, it was not 
for days, months or years, but for eternity ; there were 
no end to be to their misfortunes : they fuffered not 
like men, who might find a glory and fortitude in op- 
preffion ; but like dogs, that loved the whip and bell, 
and fawned the more. they were beaten : that they had 
loft the divine quality of men, and were become in- 
fenfible afles, fit only to bear burthens ; nay worfe ; an 
afs, or dog, or horfe, having done his duty, could lie 
down and reft, and rife to work again, and while he. 
did his duty, endured no ftripes ; but men, viIlanou$« 
fenfelefs men, fuch as they, toiled on all the tedious 
week until black Friday ; and then, whether they worked 
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cr not, whether they were faulty or meriting, they pro- 
ftiifcuoufly, the innocent with the guilty, fuffered the 
infamous whip, the fordid ftripes from their fellow- 
flavef, until their blood trickled from all parts of their 
body ; blood, whofe every diop ought to be revenged 
with a life of fome of diofe tyrants that impofe it* 
And why (faid he) my dear friends and fellow- fufferers, 
fhould we be flaves to an unknown people ? Have they 
vanquilhcd lis nobly in fight? have they won us in honour- 
able battle ? and are we by the chance of war become 
their flaves? This would not anger a noble heart ; this 
would not torture a foldier's foul : no, but we are bought 
and fold like apes or monkeys, to be the {port of 
women, fools and cowards ; and the fupport of rogues 
and runaways, that have abandoned their own coun- 
tries for rapine, murders, theft and villanies. Do you 
not hear every day how they upbraid each other with 
infamy of life, below the wildefl favages ? and fliall we 
render obedience to fuch a degenerate race, who have 
no one human virtue left, to diftinguifh them from the 
vileft creatures ? Will you, I fay, fufFer the lafh from 
foch hands ? — They all replied with one accord. No, 
BO, no ; Caefar has fpoke like a great captain, like a 
great king. 

After this he would have proceeded, but was inter- 
rupted by a tall negro, of fome more .quality than the 
reft: his name was Tufcan ; who bowing at the feet of 
Caefar, cried. My lord, we have liftened with joy and 
attention, to what you have faid ; and, were we only 
men, would follow fo great a leader through the world : 
but O ! confider we are hufbands and parents too, and 
have things more dear to us than life ; our wives and 
children, unfit for travel in thofe impaflable woods, 
mountains and bogs. We have not only difficult lands 
to overcome, but rivers to wade, and mountains to 
encounter ; ravenous beails of prey. — To this Caefar 
replied. That honour was the firft principle in nature 
that was to be obeyed ; but as no man would pretend 
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to that, Widiout a fen fc of virtue, compaffion, cKaflty-^ 
love, juftice and rcafon, he found it not inconMent 
with that, to take e^^ual care of their wives and chil* 
dren as they would of themfelves ; and that he did not 
defign, when he led them to freedom, and gloriou^ 
liberty, that they fliould leave that better part of 
themfelves to perifli by the hand of the tyrant's whip : 
but if there were a woman among them {q degenerate 
from love and virtue, to chufe flavery before the pur- 
suit of her hufband, and vath the hazard of her life, 
to fhare with him in his fortunes ; that fuch an one. 
ought to be abandoned^ and left as a prey to the com- 
fiicn enemy. 

To which they all agreed — and bowed. After this^ 
he fpoke of die imp affable woods and rivers ; and con-! 
vinced them, the more danger the more glory. He 
told them, that he had heard* of one Annibal, a great 
captain, had cut his way through mountains of felid 
rockls; and fhould a few ihrubs oppofe them, which.. 
atity could fire before them ? No, it was a trifling ex-. 
Cttfe to men refolved to die, or overcome. As for bogs,, 
they are with a little labour filled and hardened ; and 
the rivfcrs could be no obllacle; fince they fwam hj 
nature, at leall by cuftom, fr<«n the firll hour of their 
birth : that when the children were weary, they muli, 
carry them by turns, and the woods and their own in- 
duflry would afford them food. To this ^they all, 
^ffented with joy. . 

Tufcan then demandedjwhat he would do ? He faid^ 
he would travel towards the fea, pl^nt a new edbny, 
and defend it by their valour : and when they could 
ind a fliip, either driven by ftrefs of weather^ or 
guided by Providence that way, they would. feize it, 
^nd make it a prize, till it had tranlpor^ed them to ^ 
iheir own countries : at lcail> they fliould Jbe. made free, 
ih his kingdom, juid be eileemed as his fellow- fufferers, 
and men that had the courage and the ^>ravcry to at- 
tempt, «t lean, for K^yerty; and if they died in the 
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kttempt, it would be more brave, than to live in per- 
petual flavcry. 

They bowed and kiffed his feet at this refolation^ and 
with one accord vowed to follow him to death ; and that 
night was appointed to begin their march. They made 
it known to their v/ives, and direded them to tie their 
liammocks about their feoulders, and under their arms, 
likeafcarf, and to lead their children that could gOy 
and carry thofe that could not. The wives, who p^y 
soi entire obedience to^ their hufbands, obey'd, and ftay'd 
for them where they were appointed : the men ftayed 
T>ut to fumiih themfyvcs with what defeniive arms they 
could get ; and all met at the rendezvous, where Caefar 
made a new encouraging fpeech to them, and led them 
out. 

But as they could not march far that night, on 
Monday early, when the overfeers went to call them all 
together , to go to work, they were extremely fur- 
prifed, to iind not one upon the place, but all fled 
with what baggage they had. You may imagine this 
news was not only fuddenly ipread all over the plan- 
tation, but foon reached the neighbouring ones ; and 
we had by noon about 600 men, they call the militia 
of the country, that came to afliil us in the purfuit of 
the fugitives : but never did one fee fo comical an army 
march forth to war. The men of any faihion would no.t 
concern tliemfelves, though it were almoft the common 
caufe; for fuch revolt! ngs are very ill examples, and' 
have very fatal confequences oftentimes, in jhany C0I07 
nics : but they had a refpe£l for Caifar, and all hands 
were againft the Parhamites (as they called thpfe of Parr 
hani'Plantation) becaufe they did not in the firi^ place 
love the lord-governor : and, fecondly, they would have 
it thatCaefar v/as illufed, and baiHedwith: and it is not 
impofllble but fome of the beft in the country was of hi? 
council in this flight, and depriving us c^alfthe flaves; 
fo that they of the better fort would not meddle in the 
^natter. The deputy-governor, of whom I have had no 
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great occafion to fpeak, and who was the moft fawning, 
"fidr-tongued fellow in the World, and one that pretended 
the xnoft friendfhip to Caefar, was now the only violent 
man againil him ; and though he had nothing, and {q 
need fear nothing, yet talked and looked bigger than 
any man. He was a fellow, whofe character is fit to be 
mentioned with the worft of the flaves : this feltow would 
lead his army forth to meet Csefar, or rather to purfue 
liim. Moft 6f their arms were of thofe fort of cruel 
whips they call cat With nine tails; fbme had rufty 
ufelefs guns for ihow ; others old bafltet hilts, whofe 
blades had never feen the light in this age ; ' and others 
had long Haves and clubs. Mr. Trefry went along, 
rather to be a mediator than a conqueror in fuch a 
battle: for he forefaw and knew, if by fighting they 
put the negroes into defpair, they were a (brt of fullen 
fellows, that would drown or kill themfelves before they 
would yield ; and he advifed that fair meJans was bed : 
but By am was one that abounded in his own wit, and 
would take his own meafures. 

It was not hard to find thefc fugitives; for as they 
fied, they were forced to fire and cut the woods before 
them : fo that night or day they purfued- them by the 
light they made, and by the path they had cleared. But 
as foon as Csefar found he was purfued, he put himfelf 
in a poflure of defence, placirig all the women and 
children in the rear; and himfelf, with Tufcan by his 
fide, or next to him, all promifing to die or conquer. 
Encouraged thus, they never flood to parley, but fell 
on pell-mell upon the Englifh, and killed fbme, and 
•wcunded a great many; they having reconrfe to their 
whips, as the beft of their weapons. And as they ob- 
ferved no order, they perplexed the enemy fb forely, with 
lafhing them in the eyes; and the women and children 
feeing their hufbands fo treated, being of fearful and 
cowardly difpofitions, and hearing the Englifh try out. 
Yield, arid live i yield, and be pardoned ! they all run 
in amongft their hufbands and fathers, and hung about^ 
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tbem, dying out, Yiel4 ! yield ! and leave Cafar to 
their revenge: that by degrees the flaves abandoned 
Caefar, and left him only Tufcan and his heroic Imo- 
inda , who, grown as big as flie was, did neverthelefs 
prefs near her lord, having a bow and qyiver fuUof 
poifoned arrows, which fhe managed with fuch dexte- 
rity, that (he wounded feveral, and ihot the governor 
into the fhoulder ; of Which wound he had like to have 
'died, but that an Indian woman, his miftrefs, fucked 
the wound, and clean (ed it from the venom ; but ho%v- 
ever, heftirrednot from the place till he had parlied 
with Caefar, who he found was refolved to die fighting, 
and would not be taken ; no more would Tufcan or 
Imoinda. But he, more thirfting after revenge of 
another fort, than that of depriving him of fife, now 
made ufe of all his art of talking and diffembling ; and 
befbught Caefar to yield himfelf upon terms which he 
himfelf ftiould propofe, and Ihould be facredly affented 

• to, and kept by hun. He told him, it was not that he 
any longer feared him ; or could believe the force of two 
men, and a young heroine, could overthrow all them, 
and with all the flaves now on their fide alfo ; but it was 
the vaft efteem he had for his perfori, the deiire he had 
to fcrve fo gallant a man, and to hinder himfelf 

• from the reproach hereafter, of having been the oc- 
caiion of the death of a prince, whofc valour and mag- 
nanimity deferved the empire of the world. He pro- 

- tefted to him, he looked upon his aftion as gallant and 
brave, however tending to the prejudice xjf his lord and 
.mailer, who would by it have loft fo confiderable a 
number of flaves ; that this flight of his fliould be look'd 

• on as a heat of youth, and a raflmefs of a too forward 
-courage, and an unconfider'd impatience of liberty, and, 
« no more ; and that he laboured in vain to accomplifli 

that which they would cfFedlually perform as foon as any 
ihip arrived that would touch on his coaft : So that if 
you will be pleafed (continued he) to furwnder your- 
felf, ail imaginable refprtSt fliaU be paid you; and 
••* -Vo L. I. N * yourfelf, . 
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yovirCtlf, your wife and child^ if it be born here^ fliafi 
depart free out of our land. — But Csefar would hear 
of no compofition , though Byam urged, if he purfued 
and went on in his deiign, he would inevitably penfb, 
•either by great ihi^ces, wild beads, xn* hunger ; and 
he ought to have regard to his wife, whofe condition 
^required eafe, and not the fatigues of tedious travel where 
ihe could not be fecured from being devoured. But 
"Caefsir told htm, there was no faith in the whit» nien, 
<or the gods they adored, who inflruded them in prii^ 
<iples fo falie, that honeft men could not live among^ 
them ; though no people profeiTed fo max:h, none per- 
formed fo little : that he knew what he had to do when 
he dealt with men of honour; but with them a man 
ought to be eternally on hi^ guard, and never to eat and 
•drink with chriilians without his weapon of defence in 
Jris hand ; and, for his own fecurity, never to credit 
one word they fpoke. As for the ralhn>efs and inconfi- 
deratenefs of his^a£tion, he would confefs the governor 
is in the r^ht ; and^that he was aihained of what he had 
done, in endeavpvcring to make thofe free, who wese 
-hy nature flaves, poor wretched rogues, fit to be ufed 
as chriitian tools ; dogs, treacherous and cowardly, fit 
for fuch mafters ; and they wanted only to be whipped 
into the knowedge of the chriftian gods, to be the vileft 
of all creeping things ; to learn to worlhip fuch dcfities 
as had not power to make them juft, brave, or honefi^: 
in fine, after a thoufand things of this nature, not £t 
here to be recited, he told Byam> he had rather die than 
live upon the fame earth with fuch dogs. But Trefry 
and Byam pleaded and protefbed together fomuch, that 
Trefry believing the governor to mean what he faid» 
and fpeaking very cordially- himfejf, generoudy put 
himfelf into Csefar's hands, and took him afid«^ 
and perfuaded him, even with tears, to live, by fur- 
rendering himielf^ and to name his conditions. Csefar 
was overcome by his wit and reafons, in confideration 
of Imoinda.: and demanding what he defzred, and 
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Aat it (hbuld be ratified by their 'hands in writing, 
becauie he had perceived that was thecommcm way of 
contrM between man and man amongft the Whites ; 
all this was performed, and Tirfcan's pardon was put 
in, and they furrendered to the governor, who walked^ 
peaceably down- into the plantation with them, after 
giving order to bihy theit* dead. Caefar was' very much 
fatigued with the bullle of the day, for he had fought 
like a fury ; and what mifchief was done he and Tufcan 
performed alone ; and gave their enemies a fatal proof, 
that they duritdo any. thing, and feared no mortal 
lerce^ 

• But they were no fooner arrived at the place where 
all t^e Haves receive their punifhments of whipping, 
but t^y laid hands on G<efar and« Tufcan, faint' with 
heat and i&l; and furpriiing them, bound them to 
two^feveral-ilakes, ai^ whipped thera in a moft de- 
plorable and inhuman manner, rending^the very flefh 
^sam their bones, -especially Caefais who was not per- 
ceived tomakeany moaB> or to alter his face, only to 
roll hiseyes on the faithlefs governor, and thofehe be- 
lieved giiiUy, with fierccnefs and indignation ; and to 
complete hi* »age> he faw every one of thofe flaves, 
who b«fr a ' few days before adored him as fome thing 
more th^n mortal, now had a whip to give him foine 
laflies, while he ftrove not to break his fetters ; though 
if he had, it Were impoffible ; but he pronoxinced a 
wae and revenge from, hiseyes, thiit darted fire, which' 
was at once both awful and terrible to behold. 

• When they thought they were - fufRciently revenged 
©n him, they untied him, almoft fainting with lofs of 
blood, from a thoufand v/ounds all over his body ; 
from which they had rent his clothes, and led him 
bleeding and naked as he was, and loaded him all 
over with irons ; and then rubbed his wounds, to com- 
plete their cruelty, with Indian pepper, which had 
like to have made him naving mad ; and, in this con- 
dition made him fo fail to the ground,* that he could not 
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fkir, if his pains and wounds woujd have given him 
leave.. They fpared Imoinda, and did not let her fee 
this barbarity committed towards her lord, but carried 
her down to Parham> and fhut her up ; which was not 
in kindnefs toher» but for fearfhe fhould die with the 
fight, or mifcarry, and then they fhould lofe a young 
flave, . and perhaps the ^lother. 

Yott muft know, that when the news was brought on 
Monday morning, that Caefar had betaken himfelf to 
the woods, and carried with him all the Negroes, we 
were poflefTed ,with extreme fear, which no perfuafions 
could difiipate ; that he would fecure himfelf till night,^ 
and then would come down aild cut all our throats. 
This apprehenfioji made all the females of us fly down 
the river to be fecured ; and while we were away they 
afted this cruelty ; for I fuppofe I had authority and 
interefl enough there, had I fufpefted any fuch thing, 
to have prevented it : but we had not gone many 
leagues, but the news, overtook us, that Caefar was 
taken and whipped Ijke. a common flave. W« met on the 
river with Colonel Martin, a man of great gallantry, wit, 
and goodnefs, and whom I have celebrated In a character 
of my new comedy, by his own naaie, in memory of 
fo brave a man : he was wife and. eloquent, and, from 
the finencfs of his parts, bore a great fway over the 
hearts of all the colony : he was a friend to Caefar, 
and rcfented this falfe dealing with him very much. 
We carried him back to Parham, thinking to. have 
made an , accommodation ; when he came, the firft 
new^ we heard was, that the governor was dead of a 
wound Imoinda had given him ; but it was not fo welL 
But it feenis, he would have the pleafure of beholding 
the revenge he took on Caefar ; and before the cruel 
ceremony was finifhed, he drbpt down ; and then they 
perceived the wound he had on his fhoulder was by a 
venomed arrow, which, as I faid, his Indian miflrefs 
healed, by fucking the wound. 
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We were no foaner amved, but we went up to the 
plantation to fee Cseiar ; whom we found in a very 
miferable condition ; and I have a thpufand times ad- 
mired how he lived in fuch tormenting pain. We faid 
all things to him, tkat trouble, pity, and good-nature 
couid fuggeft, protefting our innoceny of the fa£t, and. 
«ur abhorrence of fuch cruelties; making a thoufan4> 
profeflions and fervices to him, and -begging as many 
pardons for the offisnders, till we faid fo much, that he- 
Relieved we had no hand in his ill treatment; but tol4' 
«8, he could never pardon Byam ; as for Trcfry, he 
confeiTed h^ faw his grief and forrow for his fuffering,* 
'which he could not hinder, but. was like to have been 
•beaten down by the very flaves, fbr fpeaking in his de«- 
leace: But for Byam, who- was^ their leader, their 

head^ ^and Ihould, by his juftice and honour, have 

• been an example to them*- for him he wiihed to live 

to take a dire revenge of him ; and faid, it had been 
well for him, if he had facrificcd me, inftead of giving- 
me the contemptible whip. He refufed to talk much ; 
but begging us to give him our hands, he toc^.them, 
and protefted never to lift up his to do us aiiy. harm. 
<He had a great refpe£l for Colonel Martin, and always 
took his couniel like that of a parent; and affured 
-him, he would obey him in any thing, but his revenge 
on Byam : Therefore (faid he) for his own fafet)', Idt 
•him fpeedily diipatch me^ for if I could difpatch my- 
fclf, I would not, till that juftice wer^-done to my in- 
jured perfon. No, I would not kill my:felf, even after 
a whipping ; but will be content to live with that in- 
.famy, and be pointed at by every grinning-flave, till 
I have completed my revenge ; and then you fhall iefe - 
that Oroonoko fcorns to live with the indignity that 
was put on Caefar. All we could do,- couki get no 
« more words from him ; and we took care to- have hi!h« 
put immediately into a healing bath, to rid him of his 
pepper, ^nd ordered a chirurgeon to anoint him-. 
with healing balm, which he fuiFered j and in fome 
■N 3. ^ tim© 
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time he began to be able to walk and eat. We failed 
not to viiit him every day^ and to that end had him 
brought to an apartment at Parham. • - 

The governor had no fooner recovered, and. had 
heard of the menaces of Caefar, but he. called his 
council, who (not to difgrace them, or.burlefque the 
government there) conlifted of fuch notorious villains 
as Newgate never tranfported ; and poffibly, originally 
were fuch who underilood neither the laws of God or 
man, and had no fort of jprinciples to make them wor- 
thy the name of men ; but at the. very council^table 
would contradict and fight with one another, and fwear 
fo that 'twas terrible to hear and fee them. (Some 
of them were afterwards hanged when the Dutch took 
pofTeffion of the place, others fent off in chains.) Bat 
calling thefe fpecial rulers of the tiation together, and 
requiring their counfel in thii weighty affair, they all 
concluded, that Mamn them) it might be their own 
cafes ; and that Caefar ought to be made an example 
to all the Negroes, to fright them from daring to 
threaten their betters, their lords and ma&ers ; and at 
this rate no man was fafe from his own flaves ; and 
concluded, nemine contradicente, that Caefar ihould 
be hanged. 

Trefry then thought it time to ufe his authority^ 
and told Byam, his command did not extend to his 
.lord's plantation; and that Parham was as much ex> 
. cmpt from the law as White-hall ; , and that . they: 

ought no more to touch the fervanta of, the lord 

(who there reprefented the king's perfon) than, they 
could thofe about the king himfelf^ and that Parham 
was a fan£luary ; and tho' his lord were abfent in per- 
fon, his power was ftill in being there, which he had 
entrulled with him, as far as the dominions of his par- 
ticular plantations reached, and all that belonged to 
it; the reft of the country, as Byam was lieutenant 
to his lord, he might exercife his tyranny upon. Tre- 
fry had others as powerful or more, that intereftqd 
themfelvcs ia Caefar's life, and abfolutely faid, he 

ihould 
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fhould be defended. So turrang the governor, and 
his wife council out of doors> (for they fat at Parham- 
houfe) we fet a guard upon our lodging-place, and 
would admit none but thofe we called friends to us 
and Caefar. 

The governor having remained wounded at Parham, 
till his recovery was compleated, Caefar did not know 
but he was (till there ; and indeed for the mofl part, 
his time was fpent there : for he was one that lov'd to 
live at other people's expence, and if he were a day 
abfent^ he was ten prefent there ; and ufed to play, and 
walk, and hunt, and iifh with Casfar : fo that Csefar 
did not at all doubt, if he once recovered ftrength, 
but he fhould find an opportunity of being revenged on 
him; though after fuch a* revenge, he could not hope 
to live : for if he efcaped the fury of the Englifh mob; 
who perhaps would have been glad of the occafion to 
have killed him, he was refojhred not to furvive his 
whipping ; yet he had fome tender hours,* a repenting 
foftnefs, which he called his fit^ of cowardice, where- 
in he ftrugg-ed with love for the vidory of his heart, 
which took part with his charming Imoinda there; 
but for the moll part, his time was paft in melancholy 
thoughts, and black defigns. He confidered, if he 
ihould do this deed, and die either in the attempt, or 
after it, he left his lovely Imoinda a prey, or at beft a 
flave to the enraged multitude; his great heart could 
not endure thait thought : perhaps, faid he, Ihe may be 
firft raviflied by every brute, expofed firft to their cruelty; 
and then a fhameful death. No, he could not live a 
moment under that apprehenfion, too infupportable to 
be borne. Thefe were his thoughts, and his filent argu- 
ments with his heart, as he told us afterwards : So that - 
now refolving not only to kill Byam, but all thdi^ he 
thought had enraged him ; pleafing his great heart with 
the fancied flaughterhe fhould make over the whole face 
of the plantation, he refolved on a deed, (that how- 
ever horrid it firil appeared to us all) when we had heard 
his rcafons, we thought it brave and juft. Being able 
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to walki and, u he believed, fit fcH* the execution df 
his great deiign, he begged Trefiy to traft him into 
the air, believing a waUc would do him good ; which 
was granted him ; and taking Imoinda with hire, as 
he ufed to do in his more happy and calmer days, he 
led her np into a wood, where (after with a thouland 
fighs, and long gazing £lc^tly on her face, while tesu-s 
guihed, in fpite of him, irom his ty^) he told her his 
defign, firft of killing her, and then his enemies, and 
next himielf, and the impoffibility of e&aping, and 
tho'efbre he told ho- the neceffity of dying. He found 
the heroic wife fafter pleading^ fbr death than he wa$ 
to propofe it, when fiie focmd his fix'd reibludon ; and, 
on her knees, befought him not to leave her a prey to 
his enemies. ^ He (grieved to death) yet pleaied at her 
noble refolution, took her up, and embracing her with 
all the paiixon and langotfhment of a dying lover, drew 
his knife to kill this treafure of his fool, this pleafure' 
of his eyes; while tears trickled down his cheeks, hera- 
were fmiling with joy flie (hould die by fo noble a hand,, 
and be fent into her own country (for that's their notion. 
of the next world) by him ihe fo tenderly loved, and 
fo truly adored in this : iFor wives have a refpedi for 
their hufbands, equal to- what any other people pay a. 
deity; and when a man £nds any occaiion to quit his 
wife, if he loves her, fhe dies by his hand ; if not, he 
fejls her, or fuffers fome other to kill her. It being 
thus, you may believe the deed was foon refolved on ; 
and 'tis not to be doubted but the parting, the eternal 
leave-taking of two fuch lovers, fo greatly born^ fo 
•fenfible, fo beautiful, fo young, and fb fond, mud be- 
very moving, as the relation of it was tome afterwards. 
All that love could fay in fuch cafes being ended, 
-and all the interxnitting iirefblutions being adjufted, 
the lovely, young and adored vitftim lays herftlf down 
-before the facrificer; while he, with a hand refolved, 
-and a heart-breaking within, gave the fatal ftroke,. 
firft cutting her throat, and then fevering her yet fmiling 
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face fpom that' delicate^ body, pregn-ant as it was with 
the fruits of tenderefl love. As foon as he had done, 
he laid the body decently on leave^and flowers, of 
which he made a bed,, and concealed It under the fame 
cover-lid of nature ; only her face he left yet bare to 
look on : but when he found (he was dead, and paft all 
retrieve, never more to blefs him with her eyes and 
(oft language, his grief fwelled up to rage ; he tore, 
he raved, he roared like fomc moniler of the wc^^- 
calling on the loved name of Imoinda. A thoufand 
times h^ turned the fatal knife that did the deed to- 
wards hi^ own heart, with a refolution to go immedit 
ately after her ; but dire revenge, which was now a 
thoufand times more fierce in his foul than before, pre- 
vented him ; and he would cry out. No ; fiiice I hatve 
facrificed Imoinda to my revenge, fhall I lofc that glory 
which I have purchafed fo dear, as at the price of the 
fairefl, deareil, fofteft creature that ever nature made } 
No, no 1 — Then at her name grief 'would get the 
afcendant of rag^ and he would lie down by her iide^ 
and water her face with ihowers of tears, which never 
were wont to fall from thofe eyes ^ and however ben* 
he was on his intended flaughter, he had not power t» 
ftir from the iight of this dear object, now more beloved^ 
and nibre adored then ever. 

He remained in this deplorable condition for two 
days, .and never rofe. from the ground where he had 
made her a fad facrifice. At laft, rouzing from her fide, 
and accufing himfelf with living too long, now Imoinda 
was dead, and that the deaths of thofe barbarous encr 
mies were deferred too long, he refolved now to iiniih 
the great work : but offering to rife, he found his fbength 
fo decayed, that he reeled to and fro, like boughs 
aifailed by contrary winds ; fo^that he was forced to lie 
down again, and try to fummon all his courage to his 
aid. IJe found his brains turned round, and his eyes 
were dizzy, and objeds appeared not the fame to* him 
they were wont to do j his breath was fhort, and all 

his 
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his limbs furprifed with 2k faintnefs he hfid never fcFf 
before. He had not eat in two days, which was one 
occaiion of his feeblenefs, but excefs of grief was the 
greateft ; yet ftill he hoped he ihould recover vigour to 
a& his deiign^ and lay expeding it yet fix days longer; 
fiill mourning over the dead idol of his keart,. and 
flriving every day to rife, but could not. 

In all this time you may believe, we were in no little 
afflidion for Caefar and his wife ; fome were of opinion 
he was efcaped, never to return ; others thought. fome 
accident had happened to him : but however> we £dled 
not to fend out a hundred people feveral ways to fearcK 
for him. A party vf about forty went that way he toeki 
among whom was Tufcan, who was perf^€lly rec9n* 
ciled. to Byam : they had not gone very Bo" into th^ 
wood, but they fmelt an unufual fmell, as of a dead 
body ;, for ftinks muft be very noiA>me, that can be dlA 
tinguitfhed among fiiciv a quantity of natural fweets at 
every inch of that Is^d produces : ib that they-eondiid* 
«d mey ^uld jfind him dead> or fome^ody l^twa»fi^ 
they pafled on towards it, as loathforae as it wa&, and 
<made fuch ruftling amongft the leafves^ that lie thick oa 
the ground, by^ continual, falling, that Cae(ar heacd 
him approach ; and though he l^d, di^ring the ipace 
of thefe eight days, endeavowred to rife, but Irand he 
wanted ftrength, yet looking up, ind feeing his pur- 
fuers, he rofe, and reel'd to a neighbouring tree, 
againft which he fixed his back; and being ^thin a 
dozen yards of thofe that advanced and &w.him, he 
called out to them, and bid them approach no nearer, 
if they would be fafe. So that they ftood ftilf, and 
hardly believing their eyes, that would perfuade them 
th^t it was C^far that fpoke to them, Co much he wat 
altered ; they afked him, what he had done with> ht& 
wife, for jthey fmelT a ftink that almodibuck them dead^ 
He pointing to the dead body, fighing, cried, — ^Behold 
her there — They put off the flowers that covered kei 
with their fticks, and found (he was ki}l'd> and cry'd 
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^ut. Oh, SBonfter, that haft mtirdcred thy wife ! Then 
aiking him. Why he did fo cruel a deed ? — He replied. 
He had no leifureto anfwer impertinent queftions : You 
4nay go back (continued he) and tell the faithlefs go- 
vernor, he may thank Fortune that I am breathing my 
laft ; -and that my arm is too feeble to obey my heart, 
in what it had deigned him : But his tongue faultering 
and trembling, he could fcarce end what he was faying. 
— The Engliih, taking advantage by his weaknefs, 
cry'd. Let us take him aUve by all means.— He heard 
them ; and as if he had revived from a fainting, or a 
4ream, he cried out. No, gentlemen, you are deceiv- 
ed ; you will *find no more CxCars to be whipt ; no 
jnore find a faith in me ; feeble as you think me, I have 
^ilrength yet left to fecureme from a fecoiid in dignity. — 
They fwore all anew ; and he only fhook his head, and 
beheld th^ with fcorn. — They then cried out. Who 
will venture on this fingle man ? Will nobody ?. — 
They ftood all filent, while Caefar replied. Fatal will 
l>e the attempt of the firft adventurer, let him aflure 
himfelf (and at that word held up his knife in a mena- 
cing pofture) : Look ye, ye faithlefs crew, faid he, 
*tis not life I feek, nor am I afraid of dying, (and at that 
word, cut a piece of his flefli from his own throat, and 
threw it at them) yet ftill I would live if I could, till I 
had perfedled my revenge : But, oh ! it cannot be ; I 
ieel life gliding from my eyes afid heart; and if I make 
4iot hafte, I fhall fall a vidim to the fhameful whip, 
^t that, he ripped up his own belly, and toojc his 
ibowels and pulled them out, with what ftren^th he 
could ; while fome, on their knees imploring, befought 
him to hold his hand. But when they faw hi;n tot- 
tering, they cried but, — Will none venture on him ? 
A hM Englifhman cried,-^-Yes, if he were the devil, 
^(.taking courage when he faw him almoft dead) and , 
fwearing a horrid oath for his farewell to the world, he 
4'ufhed «n him. Caefar with his armed hand, met him 
fo fairly, as ftruck him to the heart, and he fell dead 

at 
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at his feet* Tufcan feeing ,that, cried out, — I love 
thee, 6 Csefar ! and therefore will not let thee die^ if 
' poilible ; and running 16 him, took him in his -arms ; 
•but, at the fame time, warding a blow that Casfar 
made at his bofom, he received it quite through his arm; 
and Csefar having not ftrength to pluck the knife forth, 
.though he attempted it, Tufcan neither pulled it out 
himfelf, nor fufFered it to be pulled out, but came down 
with it fticking in his arm ; and the reafon he gave for 
it was, becaufe the air fhould not get into the wound. 
They^ put their hands a-crofs, and carried Cxfiu- be- 
tween fix of them, fainting as he was, and they thought 
dead or juft dying; and they brought him to Parham, 
:and laid him on a couch, and had the chirurgeon im- 
mediately to him, who dreft his wounds, and fowed up 
his belly, and ufed means to bring him to life, which 
' they effeded. We ran all to {te him ; and, if before 
we thought him fo beautiful a fight, he was now fb 
alter'd, that his face was like a death's-head blacked 
over, nothing but teeth and eye -holes : for fome days 
we fufi«red nobody to fpeak to him, but cAufed cordi- 
als to be poured down his throat; which fuflained his 
life, and in fix or feven days )ie recovered his fenfes : 
for, you muft know, that wounds are almoll: to a mira- 
cle cured in the Indies ; unlefs wounds in the legs, 
which they rarely ever cure. 

When he was well 'enough ^to (peak, we talked to 
him, and aflced him fomequeftions about his wife, and 
the reafons why he killed her ; and he th^ji told ua what 
I have related of that refolution, and of his parting ; 
«Tid he befought us we would let him die, and was ex- 
tremely afflifted to think it was poffible he might live ^ 
he afi!ured us, if we did not diipatch him, he would 
prove very fatal to a great many. We faidall we could 
to make him live, and gave him new afiurances'; but 
he begged we would not think fo poorly of him, or of 
his love to Imoinda, to imagine we could Hatter him to 
life again : but the chirurgeon aflfured him he could not 

live. 
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But jfc^fa^ Sgj^ .at :.|hjs ,p«^\rf«ft.*e fight .WjW 



pt ii^ Yo ilf <»!& ]fet I .>vaf j^iCii^^ to ies^ 

yK€^.^t>ofa{l inpfi^^qf dangarQi^ illfi(f6 l}p^|) any 
fpf^^i&s^ oiclaiMR^lyi). '^^l^c feryaRte^ Jwc^ a^^fiy^ 
fl^d the cmriifgeonS;^ prpmifed 4U to ta)^ d;)4»t |>offiUe 
icai^ -flijy cQuld tf Jjie ^1^^ qfC^^f^gr; ^ndi^'i^ldng 
^^aat, ;^qi^ yvitH ^p^er . cqmpj^y . to . Clolond ,MaMA?9# 
about t^ri^e da^s jooriiey dctwn the jrivei'. Blut I wa^ no 
Kbbner gone, than the governer taking Trefry> /tbout 
fpme.pretended earneil bii^i^efs, aday^s journey up the" 
'xfvcr^ having co^in^unjq^t^ji hj^ defign to Banifier, 

Jpe of tj^ cquncil, a feljpw pf aKolute .ba|-bfnty# and- 
X t» execute any Viilainy, biU xv^ ; he caune up ti) 
Parh^fu, ;a,iul furci}>ly took Ca^i^r> ^ndiiadihixa carried 
to the fame poft where he* was whipped ; aodcattfing 
him to be tied to it, and a great fire made befor&him,. 
he told him, he fhould die like a dog as he was.. 
Cxfar replied. This was the firfl piece of bravery that^ 
ever Baniiler did, and he never fpoke fenfe till he pro- 
nounced that word J and if he would keep it, he would » 
declare, iti the other world> that he was the only man,, 
of ' all the Whites, ~ that ever he heard fpeak truth. 
And turning to the men that bound him, he faid. My 
friends, am I to die, or to be whip t ?^--And they cried, 
Whipt ! No, you ihall not efcape fo well. — And then 
he replied, fmiling, A bieffing on thee ! andafTured 
them them they need not tie him, for he would^itand 
fixed like a rock,, and endure death fo as fhould en- 
courage them to die: But if. you whip me, (faid he); 
be fure you tie me fall. . 

He had learned to take toVacco; and when he was 

affured he fhould die, he defired they would give him - 

a pipe in his mouth ready lighted : which they did : . 

I and the executioner came, and with an ill-favoured - 

f knife, cut oft his cars and his nofe, and burned them; , 
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te *ftill finoaked on, as if nothing It^d touched him; 
then they hacked oft" one of his arms, and flill he'bore 
9p and h^kl his pipe ; but at the cutting off* the other 
arm, hit head funk, and his pipe dropt, and^ he gave 
vp^.the ghbft, without a groan^ or a reproach. They 
cut Csfar into quarters, and - fent them ' to feveral of 
the chief plantations : one quarter was fent to colonel 
^Martin; who refufed'it, and fwore, he had rather fee 
the quarters of Baniiler, and the governor himfelf, 
than thofe of Caefar^- on his plantations ; and diat he 
could govern his negroes, without terryfying and 
grieving them • with frightful fpedlacles of a mangled 
king- . 

Thus died this great man, worthy of a better fate, 
and a more fublime wit than mine to write his praife : 
yet I hope, the reputation of my pen is confiderabfe 
enough to make his glorious name furvive to all ages« 
with that of the bjcave, the beatftifuli and con&nt 
Jmoinda* 
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